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Sports Four NFL playoff 
teams lose openers
B3

John McDonnell/For The Washington Post

Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels finished Sunday with 68 yards 
rushing to go with 233 passing. 

Associated Press

Ravens running back Derrick Henry (22) fumbles the ball as he is hit by Buffalo Bills defensive 
tackle Ed Oliver (91) during the second half of Sunday’s game in Orchard Park, N.Y.

By NOAH TRISTER
Associated Press

OWINGS MILLS, Md. (AP) 
— The Baltimore Ravens went 
back to the site of their most 
recent playoff agony — and 
once again showed why their 
seasons keep ending that way.

Lamar Jackson flirted with 
a perfect passer rating and 
Derrick Henry ran for 169 
yards and two touchdowns, 
but the Ravens are past the 
point where any of that mat-
ters. Yes, they moved the ball 
at will at times, rushing for 
238 yards on the road against 
a Buffalo team that was in the 
AFC title game last year — but 
a late fumble by Henry undid 
much of his good work, and 
isn’t that always the story for 
this Baltimore team? Excel-

lence, sabotaged just enough 
to result in defeat.

Bills 41, Ravens 40. After 
Baltimore had been up 40-25 
— with possession of the ball 
and under eight minutes re-
maining.

The collapse began when 
Buffalo’s Josh Allen complet-
ed a fourth-down pass that de-
flected off a Bills player before 
being caught by Keon Cole-
man in the end zone. That was 
bad luck for the Ravens.

The rest of it, less so.
Up by eight, Jackson quick-

ly ran for 13 yards and an easy 
first down. He’d already had 

an even more spectacular run 
earlier in the fourth quarter, 
backtracking some 20 yards 
to escape a pass rush before 
turning upfield for a 19-yard 
gain. Unless the Bills could fig-
ure out an answer for him, the 
game was as good as over.

Except he stopped running 
the ball.

Instead, Henry got a car-
ry and did the one thing he 
couldn’t afford to, fumbling to 
give Buffalo the ball at the Bal-
timore 30. Even after the Bills 
scored another touchdown, a 
missed 2-point conversion left 
the Ravens ahead by two. But 
on their next possession, they 
went three-and-out.

Henry was stopped after 
1 yard, Zay Flowers ran for 

Ravens’ ability to finish is in 
question after collapse to Bills

By SAM FORTIER
The Washington Post

For the first time in years, 
the best word to describe the 
Washington Commanders lock-
er room after the season open-
er was self-assured. The players 
weren’t mad or boastful or sur-
prised. They weren’t dreaming of 
breaking through. They weren’t 
popping balloons after preseason 
hope met grim reality. They were 
pleased — they’d just beaten a di-
vision rival by double digits — and 
they spoke matter-of-factly about 
needing to play better.

“We’re always happy that we 
won,” wide receiver Terry McLau-
rin said after the 21-6 victory over 
the New York Giants. “But we also 
know that we didn’t play our best 

ball — and that’s exciting too. We 
have a chance to play even better.”

“Last year, Week 1, there was a 
lot of unknown, and I feel like we 
kind of felt it out,” guard Nick Alle-
gretti said. “This year, we’re prob-
ably feeling it out a little bit still. 
But the confidence that we had 
last year has rolled into this year. 
You can see it from [quarterback 
Jayden Daniels], the way he holds 
himself and the way that he runs 
his offense, runs this team. We’re 
starting much farther down the 
road than we were last year.”

Washington was off for most 

of the game. Drops, burned tim-
eouts, off-target passes and a 
tipped punt. The team commit-
ted 12 penalties, tied for its high-
est total in regulation since 2019, 
and Coach Dan Quinn lost anoth-
er challenge, making him two for 
six in that department for Wash-
ington. Daniels overthrew Mc-
Laurin deep and tapped his chest 
as if to say, My bad. Before half-
time, Daniels couldn’t finish one 
of the “winning-time moments” 
that fueled last season’s success 
because his intentional grounding 
allowed the Giants to run out the 
clock with the Commanders on 
the 4-yard line.

And yet the Giants never real-
ly threatened to make them pay. 

Ambitious Commanders think 
‘there’s plenty to clean up’

UP NEXT
 What: Browns at Ravens 
  When: 1 p.m., Sunday 
 TV: CBS

UP NEXT
 What: Commanders at Packers 
  When: 8:15 p.m., Thursday 
 TV: FOX, Amazon Prime

Staff photo by Katina Zentz

Brunswick’s Sienna Russo runs to score a touchdown against Tuscarora at Brunswick High School on Monday. 
The Railroaders defeated the Titans 6-0. Russo scored the only touchdown of the game.

Relentless Roaders
FLAG FOOTBALL

By GREG SWATEK
gswatek@newspost.com

WALKERSVILLE — With 
a roster full of fresh faces, the 
Walkersville High girls soccer 
team takes great comfort that its 
last line of defense is manned by 
a familiar one.

Now in her third season 
starting for the Lions, senior 
goalkeeper Paige Miller was ter-
rific in Monday night’s season 
opener. She was diving all over 
her crease, making some real-
ly nice saves. It’s why she enjoys 
being a goalie so much.

It took everything the reign-
ing state champs in Class 1A, 
Liberty, could muster to final-
ly slide one past her. And when 
it did with about a minute left 
in the game, only a little shine 
came off of what otherwise 
was a very encouraging perfor-
mance by Walkersville.

The Lions lost to Liberty 1-0 
after senior midfielder Adri-
enne Petroski skillfully redirect-
ed a pass from freshman strik-
er Ava Abarbanel into the back 
net.

Otherwise, Walkersville 
went toe to toe with one of the 
best small school teams in the 
state for 80 minutes.

“We competed with them. 
We were up and down the 
field with them. We took their 
punches, and they took ours, 
too,” Walkersville coach Paul 
Bryan said. “It was a good game 
to watch.”

Miller kept the Lions in the 
game with a few remarkable 
saves. Just over 20 minutes into 

By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

BRUNSWICK – When 
she’s on a wrestling mat, 
Brunswick sophomore Kate 
Virgilio’s coaches tell her to 
constantly stay aggressive.

That advice helped her 
win a girls state title at 115 
pounds as a freshman. And 
it echoed in her mind in an 
entirely different context on 
Monday.

Lined up as the rusher on 
fourth down, Virgilio didn’t 
hesitate to speed into Tus-
carora flag football’s back-
field, looking to make one 
final stop. She stayed on the 
attack and pulled the flag, 
picking up the sack that 
sealed the Railroaders’ 6-0 
home win over the Titans, 
their first victory of the sea-
son.

“I stayed hungry. I was 
there,” Virgilio said.

That was the case on Tus-
carora’s final possession.

Virgilio also recorded a 
first-down sack and helped 
the Titans lose yardage on 
another play.

“Run as hard as you can,” 
Virgilio said. “If you get hit, 
you get hit.”

That fearless mindset 
combined with elite con-
ditioning – she also runs 
cross-country – has made 
Virgilio an every-down play-
er for Brunswick (1-1) a year 

GIRLS SOCCER

 Brunswick 6, Tusc. 0

 Liberty 1, Walkersville 0

(See COMMANDERS B2)

(See RAVENS B2)

Virgilio, Brunswick 
aggressive in 
shutout of Titans

(See RAILROADERS B2)

Walkersville 
falls to 1A
state champ
Liberty

(See WALKERSVILLE B2)
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Major League BaseballNFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 1 0 0 1.000 41 40
Miami 0 1 0 .000 8 33
N.Y. Jets 0 1 0 .000 32 34
New England 0 1 0 .000 13 20
South W L T Pct PF PA
Indianapolis 1 0 0 1.000 33 8
Jacksonville 1 0 0 1.000 26 10
Houston 0 1 0 .000 9 14
Tennessee 0 1 0 .000 12 20
North W L T Pct PF PA
Cincinnati 1 0 0 1.000 17 16
Pittsburgh 1 0 0 1.000 34 32
Baltimore 0 1 0 .000 40 41
Cleveland 0 1 0 .000 16 17
West W L T Pct PF PA
Denver 1 0 0 1.000 20 12
L.A. Chargers 1 0 0 1.000 27 21
Las Vegas 1 0 0 1.000 20 13
Kansas City 0 1 0 .000 21 27
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East W L T Pct PF PA
Phila. 1 0 0 1.000 24 20
Washington 1 0 0 1.000 21 6
Dallas 0 1 0 .000 20 24
N.Y. Giants 0 1 0 .000 6 21
South W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 1 0 0 1.000 23 20
Atlanta 0 1 0 .000 20 23
Carolina 0 1 0 .000 10 26
New Orleans 0 1 0 .000 13 20
North W L T Pct PF PA
Green Bay 1 0 0 1.000 27 13
Chicago 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Minnesota 0 0 0 .000 0 0
Detroit 0 1 0 .000 13 27
West W L T Pct PF PA
Arizona 1 0 0 1.000 20 13
L.A. Rams 1 0 0 1.000 14 9
San Francisco 1 0 0 1.000 17 13
Seattle 0 1 0 .000 13 17
Thursday’s Games

Phila. 24, Dallas 20
Friday’s Games

L.A. Chargers 27, Kansas City 21, Sao Paulo, 
BRA
Sunday’s Games

Arizona 20, New Orleans 13
Cincinnati 17, Cleveland 16
Indianapolis 33, Miami 8
Jacksonville 26, Carolina 10
Las Vegas 20, New England 13
Pittsburgh 34, N.Y. Jets 32
Tampa Bay 23, Atlanta 20
Washington 21, N.Y. Giants 6
Denver 20, Tennessee 12
San Francisco 17, Seattle 13
Green Bay 27, Detroit 13
L.A. Rams 14, Houston 9
Buffalo 41, Baltimore 40

Monday’s Games
Minnesota at Chicago, 8:15 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 11
Washington at Green Bay, 8:15 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 14
Buffalo at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Detroit, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Dallas, 1 p.m.
New England at Miami, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Denver at Indianapolis, 4:05 p.m.
Phila. at Kansas City, 4:25 p.m.
Atlanta at Minnesota, 8:20 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 15
Tampa Bay at Houston, 7 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Las Vegas, 10 p.m.

Buffalo 41, Baltimore 40

Baltimore 3 17 14 6 — 40
Buffalo 7 6 6 22 — 41

First Quarter
Buf_Kincaid 15 pass from Allen (Prater kick), 

11:19.
Bal_FG Loop 52, 3:38.

Second Quarter
Bal_Henry 30 run (Loop kick), 13:35.
Bal_Lam.Jackson 10 run (Loop kick), 9:47.
Buf_FG Prater 25, 2:50.
Bal_FG Loop 49, :31.
Buf_FG Prater 43, :00.

Third Quarter
Bal_Flowers 23 pass from Lam.Jackson (Loop 

kick), 12:48.
Buf_Cook 2 run (pass failed), 7:47.
Bal_Hopkins 29 pass from Lam.Jackson (Loop 

kick), 1:09.
Fourth Quarter

Buf_Allen 2 run (pass failed), 12:51.
Bal_Henry 46 run (kick failed), 11:42.
Buf_Coleman 10 pass from Allen (Prater 

kick), 3:56.
Buf_Allen 1 run (pass failed), 1:58.
Buf_FG Prater 32, :00.

A_70,745.
 Bal Buf

First downs 19 29
Total Net Yards 432 497
Rushes-yards 29-238 31-108
Passing 194 389
Punt Returns 1-6 1-0
Kickoff Returns 6-167 7-193
Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int 14-19-0 33-46-0
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-15 1-5
Punts 3-50.667 4-39.5
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 1-0
Penalties-Yards 7-51 5-38
Time of Possession 25:11 34:49
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING_Baltimore, Henry 18-169, L.Jackson 
6-70, Flowers 2-8, Ali 1-5, Hill 2-(minus 14). 
Buffalo, Cook 13-44, Allen 14-30, Ty.Johnson 
2-24, Moore 1-8, R.Davis 1-2.

PASSING_Baltimore, L.Jackson 14-19-0-209. 
Buffalo, Allen 33-46-0-394.

RECEIVING_Baltimore, Flowers 7-143, Hop-
kins 2-35, Bateman 2-10, Henry 1-13, Andrews 
1-5, Hill 1-3. Buffalo, Coleman 8-112, Shakir 
6-64, Palmer 5-61, Cook 5-58, Kincaid 4-48, 
Knox 2-20, Hawes 1-29, Moore 1-3, R.Davis 
1-(minus 1).

MISSED FIELD GOALS_None.

TV Sports
Tuesday, Sept. 9
COLLEGE GOLF

9:30 a.m.
GOLF — 2025 Folds of Honor Collegiate: Second 

Round, American Dunes Golf Club, Grand Haven, 
Mich.

4:30 p.m.
GOLF — 2025 Folds of Honor Collegiate: Second 

Round, American Dunes Golf Club, Grand Haven, 
Mich.
COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL (WOMEN’S)

6:30 p.m.
SECN — Georgia Tech at Tennessee
7 p.m.
ACCN — Florida at North Carolina
ESPN2 — Texas A&M at SMU
9:30 p.m.
ESPN — Stanford at Missouri

MLB BASEBALL
6:35 p.m.
MASN — Pittsburgh at Baltimore
MASN 2 — Washington at Miami
7 p.m.
TBS — Detroit at N.Y. Yankees
TRUTV — Detroit at N.Y. Yankees
9:30 p.m.
MLBN — Regional Coverage: Cincinnati at San 

Diego (9:40 p.m.) OR Arizona at San Francisco 
(9:45 p.m.)
SOCCER (MEN’S)

2:30 p.m.
FS2 — 2026 UEFA World Cup Qualifier Group 

Stage: France vs. Iceland, Group D, Paris
7:30 p.m.
TNT — International Friendly: U.S. vs. Japan, 

Columbus, Ohio
TENNIS

Noon
TENNIS — Guadalajara-WTA & Sao Paulo-WTA 

Early Rounds
WNBA BASKETBALL

7:30 p.m.
ESPN — Minnesota at Indiana
10 p.m.
NBATV — Los Angeles at Phoenix

American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 82 61 .573 —
New York 80 63 .559 2
Boston 79 65 .549 3½
Tampa Bay 71 72 .497 11
Baltimore 66 77 .462 16

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Detroit 82 62 .569 —
Kansas City 73 70 .510 8½
Cleveland 72 70 .507 9
Minnesota 63 80 .441 18½
Chicago 55 89 .382 27

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 78 66 .542 —
Seattle 75 68 .524 2½
Texas 74 70 .514 4
Los Angeles 67 76 .469 10½
Athletics 66 78 .458 12
Sunday’s Games

Cleveland 2, Tampa Bay 1
Seattle 18, Atlanta 2
N.Y. Yankees 4, Toronto 3
L.A. Dodgers 5, Baltimore 2
Chicago White Sox 6, Detroit 4
Texas 4, Houston 2
Minnesota 5, Kansas City 1
L.A. Angels 4, Athletics 3
Boston 7, Arizona 4

Monday’s Games
Kansas City at Cleveland, 6:40 p.m.
Milwaukee at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Minnesota at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.
St. Louis at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.
Boston at Athletics, 10:05 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
Pittsburgh (Burrows 2-4) at Baltimore (Bradish 

0-1), 6:35 p.m.
Kansas City (Cameron 7-6) at Cleveland (Cantillo 

4-3), 6:40 p.m.
Detroit (Mize 13-5) at N.Y. Yankees (Warren 

8-6), 7:05 p.m.
Houston (Garcia 1-0) at Toronto (Berríos 9-5), 

7:07 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Houser 8-4) at Chicago White Sox 

(Gómez 3-2), 7:40 p.m.
Milwaukee (Peralta 16-5) at Texas (Leiter 9-8), 

8:05 p.m.
Minnesota (Matthews 4-4) at L.A. Angels 

(Hendricks 6-9), 9:38 p.m.
St. Louis (Liberatore 7-11) at Seattle (Kirby 8-7), 

9:40 p.m.
Boston (May 7-11) at Athletics (Springs 10-10), 

10:05 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Milwaukee at Texas, 2:35 p.m.
Boston at Athletics, 3:35 p.m.
Minnesota at L.A. Angels, 4:07 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Baltimore, 6:35 p.m.
Kansas City at Cleveland, 6:40 p.m.
Detroit at N.Y. Yankees, 7:05 p.m.
Houston at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Chicago White Sox, 7:40 p.m.
St. Louis at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
x-Atlanta 28 14 .667 —
x-New York 25 17 .595 3
x-Indiana 23 20 .535 5½
Washington 16 27 .372 12½
Connecticut 11 31 .262 17
Chicago 10 32 .238 18

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
x-Minnesota 33 9 .786 —
x-Las Vegas 28 14 .667 5
x-Phoenix 27 15 .643 6
x-Golden State 23 19 .548 10
Seattle 22 21 .512 11½
Los Angeles 20 22 .476 13
Dallas 9 34 .209 24½

x-clinched playoff spot
Sunday’s Games

Indiana 94, Washington 65
Los Angeles 91, Dallas 77
Las Vegas 80, Chicago 66

Monday’s Games
Connecticut at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
Washington at New York, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Las Vegas, 10 p.m.
Golden State at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Los Angeles at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Atlanta at Connecticut, 7 p.m.

Area Schedule
Tuesday, Sept. 9
Girls Flag Football
Linganore at Walkersville, 6:45
Boys Soccer
Walkersville at Liberty, 6:30
Thomas Johnson at Westminster, 6:30
South Hagerstown at Catoctin, 7
Brunswick at Frederick, 7
Manchester Valley at Linganore, 7
Jefferson at Oakdale, 7
Middletown at Tuscarora, 7
Churchill at Urbana, 7
Girls Soccer
Catoctin at South Hagerstown, 6
Frederick at Brunswick, 7
Westminster at Thomas Johnson, 7
Oakdale at Jefferson, 7
Tuscarora at Middletown, 7
Volleyball
Hancock at MSD, 5
Oakdale at Brunswick, 6:45
Urbana at Holy Cross, 6:45
Linganore at Walkersville, 6:45
Catoctin at South Hagerstown, 7
Middletown at Tuscarora, 7
Field Hockey
Walkersville at Liberty, 4
Cross-Country
Frederick, Thomas Johnson at Middletown 

Meet, 3:30
St. John’s girls at St. Vincent Pallotti, 4
Golf
Thomas Johnson vs. South Hagerstown at 

Clustered Spires GC, 2
Middletown, Walkersville vs. Urbana at PB 

Dye GC, 4
College Men’s Soccer
Hagerstown CC at Frederick CC, 4:30
Duquesne at Mount St. Mary’s, 5
College Women’s Soccer
Hagerstown CC at Frederick CC, 2
Goucher at Hood, 6
College Golf
Hood men at WCU Battlefield Classic

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 83 60 .580 —
New York 76 67 .531 7
Miami 66 77 .462 17
Atlanta 64 79 .448 19
Washington 58 84 .408 24½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 89 55 .618 —
Chicago 81 62 .566 7½
Cincinnati 72 71 .503 16½
St. Louis 72 72 .500 17
Pittsburgh 64 80 .444 25

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 79 64 .552 —
San Diego 78 65 .545 1
San Francisco 72 71 .503 7
Arizona 72 72 .500 7½
Colorado 40 103 .280 39
Sunday’s Games

Seattle 18, Atlanta 2
Cincinnati 3, N.Y. Mets 2
Milwaukee 10, Pittsburgh 2
L.A. Dodgers 5, Baltimore 2
Miami 5, Philadelphia 4
Washington 6, Chicago Cubs 3
St. Louis 4, San Francisco 3
San Diego 8, Colorado 1
Boston 7, Arizona 4

Monday’s Games
Washington at Miami, 6:40 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Philadelphia, 6:45 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Atlanta, 7:15 p.m.
Milwaukee at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Cincinnati at San Diego, 9:40 p.m.
St. Louis at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.
Arizona at San Francisco, 9:45 p.m.
Colorado at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
Pittsburgh (Burrows 2-4) at Baltimore (Bradish 

0-1), 6:35 p.m.
Washington (Parker 7-15) at Miami (Mazur 

0-2), 6:40 p.m.
N.Y. Mets (Manaea 1-2) at Philadelphia (Suárez 

11-6), 6:45 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Horton 9-4) at Atlanta (Strider 

5-12), 7:15 p.m.
Milwaukee (Peralta 16-5) at Texas (Leiter 9-8), 

8:05 p.m.
Cincinnati (Littell 9-8) at San Diego (Cortes 

2-4), 9:40 p.m.
St. Louis (Liberatore 7-11) at Seattle (Kirby 8-7), 

9:40 p.m.
Arizona (Gallen 11-13) at San Francisco (Ray 

10-6), 9:45 p.m.
Colorado (Márquez 3-12) at L.A. Dodgers 

(Sheehan 5-3), 10:10 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Milwaukee at Texas, 2:35 p.m.
Arizona at San Francisco, 3:45 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Baltimore, 6:35 p.m.
Washington at Miami, 6:40 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Philadelphia, 6:45 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Atlanta, 7:15 p.m.
Cincinnati at San Diego, 8:40 p.m.
St. Louis at Seattle, 9:40 p.m.
Colorado at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.

WASHINGTON 15, MIAMI 7
Washington   
Miami   

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi 
Abrams ss 5 2 2 0 Edwards 2b 4 0 1 1 
Nuñez ss 1 0 0 0 Marsee cf 4 1 2 1 
Wood lf 5 1 3 1 Ramírez c 3 0 0 0 
Bell 1b 6 3 4 6 Navarreto c 2 0 0 0 
Lile dh 5 2 1 0 Lopez ss 2 1 1 0 
García 2b 4 3 2 1 Winkler ph 3 0 1 0 
Adams c 5 1 2 1 Hicks 1b 3 1 1 0 
DeJong 3b 4 0 1 2 Hernández 4 1 1 1 
Crews rf 5 2 3 4 Johnston lf 4 0 0 0 
Hassell cf 5 1 1 0 Acosta 3b 3 1 1 1 
     Mesa rf 4 2 2 3 
Totals 45 15 19 15 Totals 36 7 10 7 

Washington 010 163 202 — 15
Miami 010 010 041 — 7

LOB_Washington 8, Miami 8. 2B_Wood 
2 (33), Abrams 2 (32), Marsee (12), Mesa (1), 
Winkler (2). HR_García (13), Crews (8), Bell 2 (19), 
Mesa (1), Marsee (5). SB_Lopez (13). SF_DeJong 
(3).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Washington    
Cavalli W,3-1 5 6 2 2 1 1
Ribalta 2 0 0 0 3 2
Ogasawara 2 4 5 5 2 1
Miami    
Junk L,6-3 4 1/3 8 6 6 2 3
Martinez  2/3 2 2 2 0 0
Simpson  2/3 3 3 3 2 1
Soriano 3 1/3 6 4 4 0 2

Umpires_Home, Erich Bacchus; First, Brian 
O’Nora; Second, Mike Estabrook; Third, Laz Diaz.

T_3:02. A_7,992 (37,446).

Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
National League
ATLANTA BRAVES — Activated RHP Alexis Díaz. 

Designated RHP John Brebbia for assignment. 
Activated C Sandy Leon. Placed C Sean Murphy 
on the 10-day IL. Selected the contract of C Sandy 
León from Gwinnett (IL). Optioned RHP Rolddy 
Muñoz to Gwinnett. Recalled RHP Connor Seabold 
from Gwinnett. Optioned LHP Hayden Harris 
to Gwinnett. Recalled RHP Dane Dunning from 
Gwinnett.

MIAMI MARLINS — Reinstated RHP Janson Junk 
from the 15-day IL. Optioned RHP Christian Roa to 
Jacksonville (IL).

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Reinstated RHP Grant 
Anderson from the 15-day IL. Optioned RHP Craig 
Yoho to Nashville (IL).

NEW YORK METS — Placed C Luis Torrens on the 
10-day IL, retroactive to September 7. Recalled C 
Hayden Senger from Syracuse (IL).

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Recalled 1B Otto 
Kemp from Lehigh Valley (IL).

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Designated 2B Garrett 
Hampson for assignment. Reinstated 1B Alec 
Burleson from the 10-day IL. Selected the contract 
of LHP Nick Raquet from Memphis (IL). Optioned 
RHP Andre Granillo to Memphis.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
BROOKLYN NETS — Signed F Ziaire Williams to 

a contract.
FOOTBALL
National Football League
CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed DT Tommy 

Akingbesote and S Israel Mukuamu to the practice 
squad.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Placed DT Perrion Winfrey 
on injured reserve.

They made a brief comeback 
bid early in the fourth quar-
ter, when they approached 
midfield trailing 14-6, but 
the Commanders’ much-im-
proved defense quickly 
snuffed it out by forcing three 
straight incompletions and a 
punt.

And then the Command-
ers offense marched 80 
yards for a touchdown and 
slammed the door shut.

It was easy, in the after-
glow of victory, to dismiss the 
early struggles as the rust any 
team would have in Week 1. 
McLaurin missed nearly all 
of camp. The starting offense 
played only a quarter togeth-
er all preseason. The first two 
weeks were rocky last year, 
too, and that team figured it 
out just fine.

But it was also hard not 
to wonder about the Giants. 
They are projected to be one of 
the worst teams in the league, 
and quarterback Russell Wil-
son looked broken. Did this 

result say more about the Gi-
ants than the Commanders? 
Why couldn’t the Command-
ers put up 34 or 40 or 42, as 
they had on bad teams last 
season? It seems unlikely the 
Green Bay Packers — a legit-
imate Super Bowl contender 
and their opponent Thursday 
night — will allow the Com-
manders to skate by with so 
many miscues.

“There’s plenty to clean up,” 
Quinn said after the game. But 
he praised the team’s identi-
ty, toughness and physicali-
ty. He credited the defense for 
bowing up in the low red zone 
and the offensive line for con-
tinuing to hammer the Giants’ 
vaunted defensive front late in 
the game.

And, of course, Daniels. 
Everything still looked slow to 
him, and he was still danger-
ous by air and ground. He was 
not Superman on Sunday, but 
there was no sight of kryp-
tonite, either. He delivered 
exactly what the team need-
ed, a high-floor performance, 
and his production (301 total 

yards, one touchdown) was 
just as important as his pro-
tection (zero turnovers).

“I feel like everyone says 
‘sophomore slump’ because 
that’s the only saying there 
is,” Allegretti said. “There is 
no ‘sophomore something-
else-for-getting-better.’ When 
you see Jay and the way that 
he works day in and day out, 
that’s not a consideration of 
any of our minds.”

Afterward, many Com-
manders spoke in the same 
clichés they used last year: 
“This is really good film for us 
to go back and correct” (cor-
nerback Mike Sainristil) and 
“We were sloppy, but it’s al-
ways better to come out with a 
win” (Daniels). But the words 
sounded truer. The fixes 
seemed easier.

One game in, the 2025 
Commanders already have 
something rare — something 
few, if any, of Washington’s 
teams have had over the past 
couple of decades. They have 
the benefit of the doubt.

Commanders still looking for things to clean up
(Continued from B1)

no gain, and a completion by 
Jackson was short of the line to 
gain. The Ravens punted, and 
the Bills drove for the winning 
field goal on the game’s final 
play.

“Did we call the right 
plays? Well, in hindsight, no, 
(because) they didn’t work,” 
coach John Harbaugh said 
Monday. “And I’m not just 
saying that to blow it off. 
Maybe we could have had 
some sort of a naked boot. I 
would’ve liked, maybe, if we’d 
have done that — hindsight 
being 20/20.”

Harbaugh said there was 
an option for Jackson to run 
on the handoff to Flowers.

“That’s a read-option play,” 
Harbaugh said. “You’ve seen 
Lamar keep that going for-
ward before. So, in fairness, it 
was a designed run.”

Baltimore finished with 
432 yards of offense, not much 
different than the 416 it put 
up in the playoffs against the 
Bills last season, when the Ra-
vens turned the ball over three 
times and lost 27-25. The 
struggles finishing — games 
and seasons — is a major is-
sue for a team that has often 
looked well positioned to win 
a Super Bowl.

If the Ravens are tired of 
people accusing them of fold-
ing in big moments, they’d 
better get used to it. After a 
loss like this, that reputation 
will likely hang over them all 

season — and nothing short 
of a Super Bowl run may be 
enough to change it.

What’s working
When the Ravens avoid 

turnovers and self-inflicted 
problems, they have an of-
fense that could be not only 
the best in the league right 
now — but one of the best of 
all time. The Ravens set an 
NFL single-season record last 
season with 5.76 yards per 
rush. Baltimore’s 6.85 yards 
per play was the third-highest 
average in league history. On 
Sunday, the Ravens averaged 
8.2 per rush and 8.6 per play. 
They make offensive football 
look remarkably easy at times.

What needs work
The little things. At the end 

of the first half, Baltimore al-
lowed the Bills to go 48 yards 
in the final 25 seconds despite 
being out of timeouts, and 
they kicked a last-second field 
goal that loomed large later.

Not every baffling deci-
sion by the Ravens result-
ed in disaster. After intercept-
ing a 2-point conversion pass, 
star safety Kyle Hamilton for 
some reason lateraled to Kyle 
Van Noy instead of just tak-
ing a knee. Van Noy eventual-
ly took a knee to end the play, 
and Harbaugh was miffed at 
Hamilton.

“I just questioned wheth-
er he actually graduated from 
Notre Dame or not,” Har-

baugh said, drawing a laugh. 
“That’s what I questioned him 
on. I thought that was one of 
the most foolish things I’ve 
ever seen. He agreed, and it 
should never happen again.”

Stock up
Flowers caught seven pass-

es for 143 yards and a touch-
down after missing the playoff 
game against Buffalo because 
of an injury.

Stock down
The Bills have an MVP 

quarterback in Allen, and Bal-
timore’s defense had no an-
swers by the end of the game. 
Allen threw for 394 yards, in-
cluding 251 in the fourth 
quarter.

Injuries
The Ravens were missing 

FB Patrick Ricard (calf) in this 
game, along with TE Isaiah 
Likely (foot). Harbaugh said 
Ricard may practice a bit this 
week.

Key stat
Buffalo had 15 first downs 

to Baltimore’s three in the 
fourth quarter.

Up next
The Ravens host former 

Baltimore quarterback Joe 
Flacco and the Cleveland 
Browns on Sunday.

Ravens’ ability to finish is in question
(Continued from B1)

after she rarely saw snaps 
outside of garbage time.

She barely came off the 
field against Tuscarora (0-
2), also leading the Road-
ers’ rushing attack out of the 
backfield.

“She’s just an athlete,” 
second-year Brunswick 
coach William Dick said. 
“She’s fast, she’s quick and 
she’s smart, which just gives 
her the ability to make smart 
decisions, being in the right 
place at the right time and 
doing what she’s supposed 
to do.”

Virgilio is among a slew 
of young Roaders to take 
vast leaps from a year ago.

The majority of Bruns-
wick’s starters are under-
classmen, including fresh-
man quarterback Addison 
Shackleford. She’s helped 
the Roaders diversify their 
offense, running and pass-
ing in near-equal numbers.

She completed seven 

passes for 128 yards Mon-
day, also carrying 13 times 
for 23 yards.

“For it being her first 
year, the first two games so 
far have gone astronomi-
cally well,” Dick said. “She’s 
done a good job of educat-
ing herself and making her-
self coachable, and I think 
that has led to where we are 
right now.”

Shackleford connect-
ed with junior wide receiv-
er Sienna Russo for a 31-
yard touchdown on fourth 
down with 15.8 seconds left 
in the first half, the Roaders’ 
first points of the season. Ju-
nior cornerback Ava Hig-
gins set up that drive with a 
red-zone interception, end-
ing the Titans’ lone scoring 
threat.

It’s positive momentum 
a week after losing 27-0 to 
Frederick High. The next 
three games don’t get easier, 
as Brunswick faces Freder-
ick County powers Urbana 
and Linganore along with 

defending state runner-up 
Boonsboro.

“We’ve got some big 
games coming up,” Virgil-
io said. “We’re gonna take 
some losses. We came into 
the season knowing that, es-
pecially with half our ros-
ter being freshmen, but we 
work hard and we stay hun-
gry.

“Playing against these 
bigger schools definite-
ly gives us a purpose and a 
reason to stay hungry, be-
cause if we were just win-
ning everything, why would 
we even be out there? We 
want to be there to win it.”

Tuscarora junior quar-
terback Abena Adu threw 
for 34 yards and rushed for 
44 more before leaving with 
an injury at halftime. Fresh-
man backup Brynn Brad-
shaw completed four pass-
es for 48 yards. Senior wide 
receiver Cahya Jefferson 
caught three passes for 61 
yards.

Aggressive Railroaders beat Titans
(Continued from B1)

the game, she dove to her 
right and punched away a 
point-blank shot by Liberty’s 
freshman midfielder, Delaney 
Hengbuoy.

She performed a similar 
feat with about 11 minutes to 
play to prevent a shot by Mad-
ison Jackson of Liberty from 
going in. Miller dove and got 
a hand on the shot. It then 
glanced off the post before 
bouncing away harmlessly.

“We knew it was going to 
be a tough game. But I think 
every single person put their 
all into this game, put their 
heart into it,” Miller said. “We 
knew it was going to be a big-
ger challenge. But I am glad to 
see that we worked really fric-
kin’ hard.”

Miller has been a goalie for 

most of her life. Her coaches 
needed to fill a position that 
most people don’t enjoy play-
ing. They put Miller in, and 
she took to it almost immedi-
ately.

“I mean, diving around is 
always fun, getting bruises,” 
she said. “I wouldn’t be doing 
it if I didn’t think it was fun.”

Walkersville figures to lean 
heavily on Miller’s talents, 
particularly in this early stage 
of the season, as it fine tunes 
its offensive game.

The Lions could be in-
volved in a lot of low-scoring 
games. Without a dynamic 
goal scorer, they are still learn-
ing how to pounce on offen-
sive chances when they pres-
ent themselves.

Junior midfielder Tatia-
na Fernandes generated one 
roughly 17 minutes into the 

second half. And the Lions 
had a pretty good look at the 
rebound. But they couldn’t 
quite knock it in.

Walkersville is very strong 
on the defensive end with 
players like Miller and senior 
Isabel Vanderau and junior 
Delaney Mendoza. But find-
ing that finishing touch on of-
fense will likely be a project 
that unfolds over the course 
of the season.

“We play well, and we try 
to play the right way,” Bryan 
said. “We’ve got to take ad-
vantage of some of the oppor-
tunities we are getting. We’re 
not finishing like we should. 
But it’ll come. A lot of these 
kids are first time varsity kids.”

Follow Greg Swatek on 
Twitter: @greg_swatek 

Walkersville falls to Liberty
(Continued from B1)

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MIAMI (AP) — Josh Bell 
became the second Washing-
ton player to homer from both 
sides of the plate in the same 
game, finishing with four hits 
and six RBIs to lead the Na-
tionals over the Miami Mar-
lins 15-7 on Monday night.

Dylan Crews and Luis 
García Jr also homered as the 
Nationals matched their sea-
son high for runs and hits (19).

Miami drew just 7,992, its 
12th crowd this season under 
8,000.

Bell’s RBI single in the fifth 
put Washington ahead 3-1 
and, batting right-handed, he 
hit a two-run drive off Josh 
Simpson for a 10-2 lead in the 
sixth.

Hitting left-handed, Bell 
added a two-run homer in 
the sixth against Josh Simp-
son, a 413-foot, 110 mph drive 

four rows into the nearly emp-
ty right-field upper deck for 
his 19th long ball this season. 
Bell added an RBI single in 
the ninth, matching his career 
high for hits.

Washington’s Danny Es-
pinosa homered from both 
sides of the plate twice in the 
same series against Cincinna-
ti, on June 30 and July 3, 2016, 
a four-game series in which he 
had five homers and 15 RBIs.

Crews also had four RBIs 
for the Nats, who won for the 
sixth time in seven games.

Cade Cavalli (3-1) gave up 
two runs and six hits in five in-
nings.

García homered in the sec-
ond off Janson Junk (6-2), who 
was activated from the injured 
list after recovering from tight 
ulnar nerve irritation and al-
lowed six runs and eight hits 
in 4 1/3 innings.

Bell leads Nats over Marlins


