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DEATH NOTICES
Roy Edwdard Hender-

son Jr., of Burkittsville, died 
Wednesday, Aug. 20. Ar-
rangements are by Stauffer 
Funeral Home, Brunswick. 

Deborah Ann Phelps, 
of Thurmont, died Tuesday, 
Aug. 26. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Thurmont.

Roy Edward Henderson Jr.
Roy Edward Hender-

son Jr., 78 of Burkittsville, 
Maryland, went home to be 
with the Lord on Wednes-
day, Aug. 20, 2025. Born in 
Washington County on Feb. 
18, 1947, he was the son of 
the late Roy Henderson Sr. 
and Mabel Weedon Hen-
derson.

Roy attended Middle-
town High School, later be-
coming a professional dry-
wall finisher and working in 
the trade for over 40 years: 
working at such places as 
North American Housing, 
Donohoe Drywall and Eric 
Moore Contracting. Aside 
from being known as one 
of the best drywall finishers 
around, he also had a pas-
sion for hunting dogs. He 
bred, raised, hunted, and 
showed many champion 
dogs over the years, receiv-
ing numerous trophies and 
awards.

Roy was preceded in 
death by two brothers; 
Charles Weedon and Da-
vid Henderson Sr.; two sis-
ters, Betty Jane Weedon and 
Mary Henderson and three 
brothers-in-law; Thomas 
King Sr., Maurice Weedon, 
and Thomas Smith.

Roy is survived by his 
loving son Wayne James 
(Samantha) of Frederick; 
sisters Virginia King of Hag-
erstown, Hilda Smith of 
New Jersey; brothers Rich-
ard Henderson (Bonnie) of 
Petersville, Van Allen Hen-
derson (Patricia) of Freder-

ick, Daniel Henderson Sr. 
(Patricia) of Hagerstown; 
sister-in-law Edith Wee-
don of Brownsville, as well 
as numerous loving niec-
es, nephews, cousins, great 
nieces, great nephews and 
special friends.

The family will receive 
friends from 10-11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2025, 
at Stauffer Funeral Homes, 
P.A. (Brunswick), 1100 N. 
Maple Ave. in Brunswick, 
Md., where a celebration of 
Roy’s life journey will take 
place at 11 am. Interment 
will be private.

Anyone wishing to make 
a memorial donation to the 
family may do so through 
Venmo or personal check. 
(Venmo- wtj50).

Sylvia L. Steelman
Sylvia Louise Steelman 

(nee Carroll), 83, of Urba-
na, Maryland, passed away 
peacefully at her home Mon-
day, Aug. 25, 2025, with her 
loving husband and daugh-
ter at her side.

Sylvia was the sixth of 
seven children, born Sept. 
24, 1941, in Jonesville, Va., 
to the late Tillman and Glad-
ys Carroll. Her Father passed 
away when she was just 7 
years old. At the age of 17, 
she moved to Maryland to 
help support her Mother and 
younger siblings, which now 
included two half-sisters.

Her humble beginnings 
forged a spirit of relentless 
determination. Even though 
her formal education ended 
in 10th grade, she was always 
a straight A student. She was 
never able to obtain her di-
ploma due to her unfortu-
nate family circumstances, 
but in 2003, the Lee Coun-
ty Public School Superinten-
dent awarded her an honor-
ary diploma for her lifetime 
of achievements.

After coming to Maryland 
she began working at Hol-
laday-Tyler Printing Corp. 
as a floor manager in the 
bindery department. This 
is where she hired, the man 
who would become the love 
of her life, William Thyer 
Steelman. After leaving Hol-
laday-Tyler, she went on to 
what would be a 32 year ca-
reer with Safeway Foods Inc.

She began with Safeway 
at the Damascus, Md., loca-
tion as a Checker, proceed-
ing to climb the ladder to 
Teller. After completing an 
intense management train-
ing program, she opened 
the Safeway Store in West-
minster, as the very first fe-
male Store Manager in the 
state. She went on to open 
and manage stores through-
out the state including Fred-
erick, Germantown and 
Gaithersburg. Retiring in 
the year 2000, from the 7th 
Street, Frederick, store. She 
was well known for being an 
“Iron Lady,” who demand-
ed perfection, but was al-
ways fair.

In 1963, she and Thy-
er married in Gaithers-
burg. They moved to Urba-
na in 1965, the same home 
she resided in until her 
passing. There they raised 
two daughters, Sharon and 
Sherry.

Sylvia was not only a ded-
icated career woman, she 
was also an incredible cook 
who loved to feed any and 
everyone who visited their 
home. Affectionately known 
as GRITS, “Girl Raised In The 
South,” she never knew how 
to make a small portion. Her 

loving southern charm al-
ways shown through her 
cooking.

In her retirement years, 
she took up the hobby of 
golf. She and Thyer traveled 
extensively, including their 
annual month-long trips to 
South Carolina to play. Thy-
er always told her she was 
a better golfer than him as 
she’s the only one to ever get 
a hole-in-one. As much as 
she loved the game of golf, 
her greatest passion, be-
sides her family, was quilt-
ing. During her lifetime, she 
completed well over a hun-
dred incredible quilts for 
family, friends and donated 
many to nursing homes and 
cancer charities.

Sylvia is lovingly remem-
bered by her husband of 62 
years, Sept. 1, Thyer Steel-
man; her daughters, Sha-
ron Steelman and Sherry 
Norberg and her husband 
Christopher. Her grandchil-
dren; Ashley, Nathan (Alex), 
and Christopher Steelman, 
Corey (Lindsay), Tyler (Mi-
calea) and Quinten Norberg. 
Great-grandchildren El-
lie, Luke, Axton, Isabella, El-
lis, Ophelia, Camila and Ha-
zel. Her sister-in law Frances 
Carroll, sister Sue (Joe) Nor-
ris, and half-sister Glen-
nis VanHoozier, along with 
many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by her siblings; Reba 
Carroll, Myrble (Dennis) 
Parkey, Bobbie (Lawton) 
Mathis, Jimmy Carroll, TJ 
Carroll, and half-sister Letha 
Diehl.

Visitation will be held Fri-
day, Sept. 5, at 10 a.m., at 
Resthaven Funeral Home, 
9501 Catoctin Mountain 
Highway, Frederick, MD, 
21701, with services to begin 
at 11 a.m., followed by a re-
ception 12-3 p.m.

Sylvia requested those 
wishing to make donations 
in her memory to please 
send to American Heart As-
sociation or American Can-
cer Society. She herself 
made the honorable deci-
sion to donate her pacemak-
er/defibrillator to the Vir-
ginia-Maryland College of 
Veterinary Medicine — Vir-
ginia Tech, to lovingly save a 
dog’s life.

Jane Rogers
Jane Mongold Rogers, 

88, of Mt. Airy, passed from 
this life on Wednesday, Aug. 
20, 2025, at Carroll Hospital 
Center in Westminster. She 
was the wife of the late Roy 
N. Rogers who died in 2003 
and Charles S. Mongold who 
died in 1987.

Born on Aug. 19, 1937, in 
Washington, D.C., she was 
the daughter of the late LTC 
Stewart Gordon Cook and 
Margaret King Cook.

Jane was a lifelong mem-
ber of Calvary United Meth-
odist church and was the 
Secretary there for many 
years. She enjoyed reading, 
watching, playing sports and 
being with family. She was 
part of Golden Girls, Senior 
Softball out of Vienna, Va.

She is survived by her 
sister, Margaret Stimeling 
(Paul) of Vero Beach, Fl., son, 
Douglas D. Mongold (Tere-
sa) of Frederick, son, David 
G. Mongold of New Windsor, 
daughter, Kathryn K. Swope 
(David) of New Wind-
sor, step-daughter, Tammy 
Prosser of Lake George, New 
York, grandchildren, Thom-
as Mongold (Erin), Cortney 
Meadowcroft (Peter), Aja 
Mongold (Lester), Meagan 
Montonario (Ryan), Ashley 
Mongold, Samantha Mon-
gold, Step grandchild, Devon 
Ford, great-grandchildren, 
Lincoln Marshall, Elena, 
Zane and Ella. She was pre-
ceded in death by her broth-
er, Thomas B. Cook.

The family will receive 
friends from 4-7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025, at 

Stauffer Funeral Homes, 
P.A., 8 E. Ridgeville in Mt. 
Airy, Md.

A celebration of Jane’s 
life will take place at 11 a.m. 
on Friday, Sept. 5, 2025, at 
Calvary United Method-
ist Church, 403 S. Main St. 
in Mt. Airy, Md. Rev. Mark 
Gorham, Douglas Mongold, 
Lay Speaker, and Rev. Carol 
Yocum will officiate.

Interment will be private 
in Pine Grove Cemetery fol-
lowing the service.

In lieu of flowers me-
morial contributions may 
be made to Calvary United 
Methodist Church or a char-
ity of your choice.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be shared with the fam-
ily at staufferfuneralhome.
com

Expressions of sympathy 
may be shared with the fam-
ily at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Harriet Buxbaum
Harriet Buxbaum, 82, 

passed away from pancre-
atic cancer on Aug. 12, 2025. 
She fought with grit and 
grace until the very end. She 
grew up in Columbia, S.C., 
and earned her bachelor’s 
degree from USC. She also 
had a master’s in business 
and then became a teach-
er. She taught at Middle-
town High for 30 years as 
a computer science teach-
er. She loved to travel, and 
thankfully got to see the 
world. She saw the glass 
half full and was the most 
positive person you could 
ever know. She enjoyed all 
sports and playing cards. 
She loved her life, most im-
portantly her family and 
friends. She loved spend-
ing her time volunteering 
and helping out whenever 
she could. Long before her 
diagnosis she had decided 
to donate her body to med-
ical science, little did she 
know how significant that 

decision could end up be-
ing for pancreatic research. 
She was the best friend you 
could ever have. There are 
no words to describe how 
much she will be missed. 

She is survived by her 
husband Howard, her 
daughters Jill and Debra 
and her grandson Owen. As 
well as her brother Dr. Roy 
Cohen and sister-in- law El-
len.

In lieu of flowers a do-
nation to her synagogue 
Kol Ami or to pancreatic re-
search would be wonderful.

By LEAH WILLINGHAM
Associated Press

People from all over the world are 
expected to pay tribute to Frank Cap-
rio, a retired municipal judge who 
found online fame as an empathet-
ic jurist and host of “ Caught in Prov-
idence,” at memorial services begin-
ning Thursday in his home state of 
Rhode Island.

Caprio, who won hearts with the 
folksy humor and compassion he 
brought to his courtroom, had pan-
creatic cancer and died on Aug. 20 
at 88.

His family said they had been 
moved by the outpouring of sup-
port since Caprio’s passing and the 
“thousands of requests from people 
around the world” who wanted to 
pray with the family at Caprio’s ser-
vice.

Caprio’s son, David Caprio, wel-
comed members of the public to at-
tend his father’s visitation on Thurs-
day and his Friday funeral Mass at 
Providence’s Cathedral of Saints Pe-
ter & Paul, which will also be lives-
treamed on the former judge’s social 
media pages. In a phone interview 
with The Associated Press, he said 
supporters of his father were travel-
ing to Rhode Island from as far as the 
Philippines to attend his services.

“Your love is really helping us 
through this difficult time,” David 
Caprio said in a video posted on so-
cial media.

Caprio billed his courtroom as a 
place “where people and cases are 
met with kindness and compassion.” 
He was known for dismissing tickets 
or showing kindness even when he 
handed out justice. The show, pro-
duced by his brother, ran for more 
than two decades on local television 
until being nationally syndicated in 
2018. Caprio retired from the bench 
in 2023.

Clips from the show have had 

more than 1 billion views on social 
media. His most popular videos have 
been those where he calls children 
to the bench to help pass judgment 
on their parents. One shows him lis-
tening sympathetically to a woman 
whose son was killed and then dis-
missing her tickets and fines of $400.

According to his biography, Cap-
rio came from humble beginnings, 
the second of three boys in an Italian 
immigrant family in the Federal Hill 
neighborhood of Providence, Rhode 
Island. He said he learned compas-
sion from his father, who would wake 
Caprio and his brother up at four in 
the morning to accompany him on 
his route delivering milk.

“I saw firsthand how other hard-
working people couldn’t afford to 
pay their bill, and I saw how my dad 
treated them, you know?” Caprio told 
journalist Adrienne Bankert while 
promoting his biography, “Compas-
sion in Court: Life-Changing Stories 
from America’s Nicest Judge,” earlier 
this year. “His company ordered him 

to stop delivery if they missed paying 
for two weeks. He never stopped de-
livery. Never.”

In a 2017 interview with the AP, 
Caprio said he knows that his court-
room may be the only interaction 
with the justice system many people 
ever have. He wanted it to be a posi-
tive one.

“Whether it’s justified or not, I 
think there is distrust of the insti-
tutions of government,” he said. “I 
think there’s a sense that there’s lack-
ing in understanding and compas-
sion and kindness with the institu-
tions of government ... I’m not trying 
to change the world, but I’m trying to 
do my part to dispel those thoughts, 
those feelings.”

Caprio’s funeral visitation will 
take place at the Rhode Island Con-
vention Center in Providence on 
Thursday from 3 to 7 p.m. and be 
followed by a funeral Mass at Prov-
idence’s Cathedral of Saints Peter & 
Paul on Friday at 10 a.m.

Mourners pay tribute to judge whose 
compassion drew many online fans

AP file

Providence Municipal Court Judge Frank Caprio sits on the bench in Providence, 
R.I., on Aug. 10, 2017. Caprio died Aug. 20. He was 88.

 AP

Mourners wait in line to pay their respects to former Judge Frank Caprio at the Rhode Island Convention Center on 
Thursday in Providence, R.I.


