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By SARAH RUBINSTEIN
srubinstein@newspost.com

Capitol Technology University in 
Laurel has expanded its profession-
al pilot degree program to Frederick 
Municipal Airport with plans to es-
tablish its physical classroom loca-
tion for the spring semester.

Beginning this past summer, 
Capitol Technology has begun ac-
cepting students to earn their Bach-
elor of Science in Aviation Profes-
sional Pilot degree at Frederick 
Municipal Airport in collaboration 
with Frederick Flight Center, said 
Frank Turney, program director and 
chair of the school’s aviation depart-
ment.

Turney said by the spring semes-
ter, he hopes to establish a classroom 
space at Frederick Flight Center or 
Signature Aviation at the Frederick 
Municipal Airport or a space near 
the airport.

The space for the program will 
depend on the number of students 
enrolled.

The program currently has two 
students flying out of Frederick Mu-
nicipal Airport, but taking their on-
ground courses in Laurel until a 
physical classroom location is estab-
lished, Turney said.

He said it made sense for the 
university to expand its access into 
Frederick because the market is big 
across Maryland and “there’s defi-
nitely a demand for this program” in 
Western Maryland.

The university program current-
ly has flight training operations else-
where in Maryland at Fort Meade 
Executive Airport, Lee Airport in 
Edgewater and Martin State Airport 
in Middle River.

Turney hopes the degree pro-
gram helps address a pilot shortage 
estimated to last for 10 to 20 more 
years.

“The industry has changed dra-

matically in the sense that initial pi-
lots going into either corporate char-
ter or regional airlines are making a 
decent wage, and then within a cou-
ple of years, they’re making extreme-
ly good money,” he said. “So the re-
turn on the investment can be very, 
very high in this type of degree.”

For the fall of 2026 through the 
summer of 2027, tuition per semes-
ter for full-time undergraduate stu-
dents is $13,635, according to the 
university’s website.

Students must also pay addition-
al lab fees based on flight instruction 
hours.

Total lab fees for the degree pro-
gram range from around $74,500 to 
$83,500, according to the university’s 
website.

Turney said what’s special about 
the degree offering is it gives stu-
dents the ability to get a Federal 
Aviation Administration Restricted 
Airline Transport Pilot certificate, 
which makes them airline eligible, 
with fewer flight hours at a young-
er age.

Turney said someone general-
ly has to be 23 years old, with 1,500 
hours of flight time, to get the certif-
icate. Through the Capitol Tech de-

gree program, they can get the cer-
tificate at 21 years old, with 1,000 
hours.

Turney wants potential students 
to know that students in the Capitol 
Tech program will develop knowl-
edge that goes further than what 
might be offered at a flight school.

“I’m not teaching you how to 
pass an exam,” he said. “I’m teaching 
you how to be a good pilot and have 
that knowledge base and get you to 
the airline, so you get through the 
technical interview very easily, and 
you have a good, safe career going 
forward.”

By ERIK ANDERSON
eanderson@newspost.com

The city of Brunswick is 
seeking applicants for a va-
cant City Council position 
with a term that runs through 
August 2030.

Application packets will 
be made available on Mon-
day on the city’s website at 
www.brunswickmd.gov/may-
orandcouncil. Applications 
can also be obtained by email-
ing Carrie Myers at cmyers@
brunswickmd.gov or by visit-
ing City Hall in person.

Completed applications 
are due by 4:30 p.m. on Sept. 
28. The council will hold an 
interview process on Oct. 5 
and will hold a vote on Oct. 13.

If a candidate is not ap-
pointed by unanimous vote 
of the council, a special elec-
tion will be held, according to 
a city press release.

The position on the 
six-member council is vacant 
after Bridgette Chabot, the 
only candidate to run for the 
seat when it came up for elec-
tion this year, withdrew her 
candidacy before being sworn 
into the office.

Chabot told The Frederick 
News-Post earlier this month 
that she withdrew in part be-
cause “I feel like I can make 
a bigger difference staying on 
the grassroots side of things 
where I’m comfortable as a 
community activist instead of 
being on the City Council.”

By RYAN MARSHALL
rmarshall@newspost.com

After donations of bot-
tled water helped address a 
critical need, Beyond Shelter 
Frederick still needs various 
supplies, its executive director 
said Thursday.

The group, which provides 
help for people experiencing 
poverty in Frederick Coun-
ty, posted a message on Face-
book on Wednesday saying 
that its supply of bottled water 
for families and people stay-
ing at the group’s shelters was 
empty.

Beyond Shelter, formerly 
known as the Religious Coa-
lition for Emergency Human 
Needs in Frederick County, 
operates the Alan P. Linton, 
Jr. Emergency Shelter and an 
Emergency Family Shelter.

“Bottled water is an every-
day essential for the individu-
als and families staying at our 
shelters — and right now, our 
shelves are empty,” the post 
read.

The organization got sever-
al donations after the message 
was posted to help restock the 
supply, but was still looking 
for donations, Executive Di-
rector Nick Brown said Thurs-
day morning.

Along with water, the or-
ganization was also still look-
ing for donations of food and 
snack items, T-shirts, under-
wear, and socks, Brown said.

Donations can be dropped 
off Monday through Friday 
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
the organization’s main office 
at 27 Degrange St. in Freder-
ick.

Anyone looking to check 
on specific needs for do-
nations can contact Com-
munications and Outreach 
Manager Colleen Baldree at 
cbaldree@bsfred.org.
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Capitol Tech expands pilot degree program 
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Frank Turney of Capitol Technology University talks about the university offering a Bachelor of Science in Aviation 
Professional Pilot degree at Frederick Municipal Airport.

By KATELYNN WINEBRENNER
kwinebrenner@newspost.com

Frederick’s sidewalk infrastruc-
ture is satisfactory overall, but more 
than half of the city’s sidewalk ramps 
don’t comply with the federal Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act, according 
to a new assessment.

The city commissioned O’Con-
nell and Lawrence Inc., a consult-
ing firm out of Olney, to survey all of 
Frederick’s public sidewalks to get a 
full inventory of conditions.

The firm presented its findings 
and recommendations for next steps 
to the Public Works Committee on 
Tuesday afternoon.

The firm worked with the public 
works department to develop a side-
walk condition index. Based on that 
index, Frederick’s average score was 
78 or “satisfactory.”

“I would say ultimately, the city of 
Frederick is in pretty good shape, but 
has some areas that really do need 
some attention,” said Paul Campan-
ella, one of the firm’s vice presidents.

Most of the issues are concentrat-
ed in downtown, he said.

“It makes a lot of sense because 
of the higher level of traffic and use,” 
Campanella said.

Another high concentration of 
poor condition sidewalks is in the 
Whittier area, he said.

The firm used a golf cart and an 
all-terrain vehicle with sensors to 
measure sidewalk lengths and count 
defects. Some were manually sur-
veyed for quality control.

The firm identified 46 miles of 
sidewalk to prioritize fixing in these 
areas.

Height differences from one 
sidewalk panel to the next, known 
as grade differentials, are the most 
common issue for Frederick’s side-
walks, he said.

They counted 8,905 instances 
of grade differentials of an inch or 

more. Differentials this severe can 
impact pedestrian foot traffic and 
severely impact travel for people in 
wheelchairs.

They found more than 223,000 
other differentials less than an inch.

“When you get to one inch, it can 
be difficult even for a perfectly mo-
bile person,” Executive Vice Presi-
dent Sean O’Connell said.

There are two main options to 
fix the issue: total replacement or 
making precision cuts to make the 
heights of the panels match. Cuts 
are cheaper but a shorter-lasting fix, 
O’Connell said.

The firm estimated it could cost 
around $5 million to $6 million over 
time to fix the grade differentials in 
the prioritized 46 miles, depending 
on the city’s decision to choose total 
replacement or precision cut.

It could cost between $11 million 
and $53 million over time to fix all of 

the grade differentials in the city, de-
pending on if the city opts to preci-
sion cut each of the panels or to re-
place some and precision cut others 
based on severity.

Curbs and ramps
Along with general sidewalk 

quality, the presentation focused on 
ADA ramp compliance at curbs.

The firm measured ramps by 
hand with digital levels and measur-
ing wheels.

More than 3,800 ramps, or more 
than 60%, did not meet ADA compli-
ance.

“The findings, on the surface, are 
not surprising,” David Drezner, the 
executive director of The Freedom 
Center, a local nonprofit committed 
to helping individuals with disabili-
ties to live independently, said in an 
interview.

Completely replacing all ramps 
could cost around $20 million over 
time, the consulting firm estimated.

The majority of ramps failed be-
cause they were missing tactile 
warning pads, which are the bumpy 
surfaces that alert visually impaired 
pedestrians where a sidewalk is end-
ing.

Only adding or replacing the 
warning pads would be a more 
cost-effective option especially if the 
city does it in bulk, according to the 
presentation.

“Our (current) sidewalk pro-
gram is very robust,” Director of Pub-
lic Works Tracy Coleman said. “So 
we often spend the dollars dedicat-
ed and budgeted (for sidewalks) by 
mid-year.”

Currently, the city works on side-
walks on a case-by-case basis, based 
on complaints and requests.

“It would generally be more cost 
efficient for the city to take on a pro-
gram of repair because our current 
sidewalk repair program is such that 
we repair a single property in vari-
ous places across the city,” Coleman 
said.

Drezner said taking actionable 
steps is the right approach.

“I am pleased to know the city 
conducted the study and now has 
a potential blueprint for addressing 
the problems,” Drezner said.

He said he hopes the planning 
and funding can get started as soon 
as possible.

“My hope, and our advocacy, will 
focus on the city taking the next step 
in designating the needed resourc-
es to begin a comprehensive side-
walk and ramp repair program now,” 
Drezner said. “Not sometime in the 
unscheduled future. Thirty-six years 
under the ADA seems more than 
ample time to make the city truly ac-
cessible and inclusive.”

Study prompts discussion of sidewalk repairs
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A man walks over a tactile warning pad on Market Street in downtown 
Frederick on Wednesday. The pads are used to alert visually impaired folks 
of the end of the sidewalk.

By KATELYNN WINEBRENNER
kwinebrenner@newspost.com

Sandbox Brewhouse, a family 
owned brewery, can host entertain-
ment until midnight, a few hours lat-
er than usual, the Frederick Zoning 
Board of Appeals ruled on Tuesday.

The board unanimously granted 
special approval for entertainment 
inside the brewery at 880 North East 
St. on Friday and Saturday nights un-
til midnight for up to three weekends 
per month.

The brewhouse previously host-
ed events later at night without spe-
cial approval.

Breweries need special approv-
al to hold entertainment past 9 p.m. 
on Sunday through Thursday and 
10 p.m. Friday and Saturday.

“We’re just ecstatic,” co-owner 
and head brewer Nathanael Ridge-
way said about the approval in an in-
terview. “Having a late-night event 
is a huge differentiator and revenue 
booster.”

Co-owner Josh Phipps said they 

weren’t originally aware of the rule, 
and they applied for approval and 
canceled events once they found 
out.

“We wanted to get into alignment 
with the rules and the regulations,” 
Phipps said at the meeting.

About a dozen members of the 
public came out to support or op-
pose the approval.

Residents who live close to the 
brewery said the sound from past 
events leaked out of the building, 
disturbing their peace.

“I can say from personal experi-
ence and from being the house that 
is closest to the brewery, I have felt 
the vibrations from the music ... right 
through my living room,” Mo Gadal-
la said. “Multiple times.”

Other neighbors had similar 
complaints.

“These ordinances existed before 
and have been here for a reason,” 
Gadalla said. “They are there to give 
us, the neighbors, the right for peace 
and quiet.”

Previously, the neighbors had is-
sues with loud food truck generators 
at Sandbox Brewhouse.

Neighbor Patricia Kelly said 
that argument makes her skepti-
cal that the owners will stick to their 
word about general noise reduction 
during late events.

“It was almost a year before the 
generator problem was completely 
solved,” Kelly said. “They have been 
completely uncooperative and un-
reliable in regard to those genera-
tors. I don’t really trust them to do 
very well.”

Sunflower Watkins, a co-own-
er, said she is in charge of setting up 
food truck vendors and does not al-
low certain types of generators any-
more.

Phipps said they are setting up 
sound monitors to track the level 
of any noise that leaks outside and 
placing a sign on the back door to 
keep it closed except for emergen-
cies.

Residents in support of the ap-

proval said the business has provid-
ed a new space for people to gather.

“I think this is crucial in the youth 
community,” said Edward Houston, 
who is in a band that has performed 
at the brewery. “I think this is what 
gets young people out and brings 
people together.”

The board granted special ap-
proval under the condition that the 
city staff will put together an update 
on the status of noise ordinance vi-
olations and complaints after five 
months.

Ridgeway said the goal is to build 
community around the brewery, in-
cluding the neighbors who could be 
impacted.

“Our whole vision for the space 
and for Sandbox is to be an impactful 
business that is community orient-
ed,” Ridgeway said. “So by proximity, 
they’re part of the community, and 
were going to do our best to make 
sure the concerns that are raised are 
addressed and we’re not being a nui-
sance to our neighbors.”

Sandbox Brewhouse gets approval for late-night entertainment


