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Sharon Gladhill
Sharon Gladhill, a for-

mer resident of Damas-
cus, Md, transitioned into 
her eternal home and gar-
den with her Lord Jesus on 
March 28, 2025. Sharon was 
the wife of Larry L. Gladhill 
and the mother of Shaw-
na Marie Sanders of Lake-
land, FL, Jeffrey Lawrence 
Gladhill and wife Jen of 
New Market, MD, and Ton-
da Lee Thompson and hus-
band Jef of Peoria, IL. In ad-
dition, she was Mom-Mom 
(grandmother) to Macken-
zie, Jonah, Julia and Sadie 
Gladhill and Jessica and Mi-
chael Thompson.

Upon retirement from 
Frederick County Pub-
lic Schools in 2006, Sharon 
and Larry moved to Lake-
land, Fla. where they con-
tinued to hone their skills 
in their favorite pastime — 
Choreographed Ballroom 
Dancing. In their new-
found freedom they also 
began to travel around the 
country and world. Sharon 
also found time to continue 
her hobby of gardening and 
was often visited by neigh-
bors to see her huge tropi-
cal garden.

Sharon was a teacher 
and reading specialist of el-
ementary children in both 

Montgomery and Frederick 
County Public Schools. Sur-
viving, are brother-in-law 
Bruce Gladhill and sister-
in-law Cindy Loweth and 
husband, Al and a barrel full 
of nieces and nephews. Sha-
ron has donated her body to 
science through the United 
Tissue Network.

A celebration of life will 
take place at Victory Church 
in Lakeland, FL. on May 2 
at 1 p.m. The service will be 
streamed live via the church 
website for all unable to at-
tend (victorylakeland.org). 
In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to Sa-
maritans’ Purse. https://
www.samaritanspurse.org/
memorial-page/sharon-
darlene-meneely-gladhill-
lakeland-fl/

Mary C. Arnold
Mary C. (Piper) Arnold, 

84, of New Oxford, PA, went 
home to be with her Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ on 
Tuesday, April 22, 2025, at 
UPMC Hanover Hospital, 
with her loving family by 
her side.

Born December 18, 1940, 
in Brunswick, MD, she was 
the daughter of the late Nor-
man A. and Catherine E. 
(Gross) Piper. Mary was the 
loving wife of H. Wayne Ar-
nold, with whom she shared 
over 64 years of marriage.

Mary was a 1958 grad-
uate of Brunswick High 
School, and a 1961 graduate 
of Strayer Business College 
in Washington, D.C. She 
worked in medical logistics 
for the U.S. Air Force, at Fort 
Detrick for 24 years until her 
retirement in 2001.

Mary was a member of 
Calvary Bible Church, Ha-
nover, PA, where she was a 
Supper Six coordinator. She 
sang in various choirs since 
the age of 14 and most re-
cently and for the longest at 
Calvary Bible Church.

Mary was a member of 
the Christian Women’s Club 
of Hanover, serving as for-
mer chair and in many oth-
er positions for 18 years. 
While in Frederick, MD, 
she served as a youth leader 
for 3 years, and a Girl Scout 
leader for 3 years.

Mary loved music, cook-
ing, reading, traveling, and 
her church work. She espe-
cially loved spending time 
with her family.

In addition to her lov-
ing husband, Wayne, Mary 
is survived by her children, 
Kathy M. Arnold Stahl, and 
David W. Arnold and wife 
Bonnie C. Finnicum Arnold; 
6 grandchildren, John Z. 
Stahl, Elizabeth Stahl Snow, 
Richard Z. Stahl, Camer-
on E. Arnold, Kyle N. Ar-
nold, and Travis W. Arnold; 

2 great-grandchildren, Ga-
briel J. Snow and Michael J. 
Snow; and 3 siblings, Joyce 
M. Piper Brown and hus-
band Samuel L., Patti A. Pip-
er Lancaster, and N. Jeannie 
Piper Cooper.

Visitations and times to 
share memories with the 
family will be held from 7 — 
8:30 p.m., Thursday, May 1, 
2025, at the Kenworthy Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, 
Inc., 66 East Hanover Street, 
Gettysburg (Bonneauville) 
PA, as well as from 9:30 
—10:30 a.m., Friday, May 
2, 2025, at the church. A fu-
neral service to celebrate 
and remember Mary will 
be held 10:30 a.m., Friday, 
May 2, 2025, at Calvary Bible 
Church, 603 Wilson Avenue, 
Hanover, PA, with Pastor 
Dom Aquilino officiating. 
Burial will be private and at 
the convenience of the fam-
ily in Jefferson Reformed 
Cemetery, Jefferson, MD.

In lieu of flowers, Contri-
butions may be made to the 
Calvary Bible Church Youth 
Program, 603 Wilson Ave-
nue, Hanover, PA 17331

The Kenworthy Funeral 
Home & Crematory, Inc., 66 
East Hanover Street, Gettys-
burg, PA has been entrusted 
by the family with the funer-
al arrangements. Memories 
and condolences may be 
shared at www.kenworthy-
fh.com

DEATH NOTICES
Betty Ann Dickerson, of Mount Airy, died Wednes-

day, April 23. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Mount Airy.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By BRIAN MURPHY
The Washington Post

Alexis Herman, who as a 
child in Alabama watched 
Ku Klux Klan members as-
sault her father and who rose 
to become the nation’s first 
Black labor secretary in a 
tenure that included intense 
mediation to end a strike by 
United Parcel Service work-
ers in 1997, died April 25 at 
age 77.

The death was an-
nounced in a statement 
from the Labor Department, 
which Herman led from 
1997 to 2001 under President 
Bill Clinton. No other details 
were given.

Herman’s ascent in Wash-
ington began as head of the 
Labor Department wom-
en’s bureau in the Carter ad-
ministration in the 1970s, 
followed by high-level roles 
with the Democratic Nation-
al Committee and Clinton’s 
transition team after his elec-
tion victory in 1992.

She also formed a con-
sulting partnership in the 
1980s with a former assistant 
secretary in the Labor De-
partment, Ernest G. Green, 
who was once at the center 
of the civil rights movement 
as one of the nine Black stu-
dents escorted by federal 
troops into a Little Rock high 
school in 1957 under a de-
segregation order.

That two-track resume by 
Herman brought Republican 
claims of possible favor trad-
ing that stalled a Senate vote 
on her appointment to suc-
ceed Robert Reich as labor 
secretary.

GOP lawmakers ques-
tioned Herman’s role in or-
ganizing White House meet-
ings — described as “coffees” 

— with Democratic Party do-
nors and business leaders. 
Her former consulting part-
ner Green took part in some 
of the coffees, including with 
prospective business associ-
ates.

Herman’s Republi-
can critics in Congress also 
raised past accusations that 
she and Green helped funnel 
federal contracts and grants 
to projects backed by Dem-
ocrats in the months before 
President Jimmy Carter left 
office in January 1981. Her-
man denied any impropri-
eties from the Carter- and 
Clinton-era dealings and no 
inquests were launched.

Eventually, Herman 
gained wide bipartisan sup-
port for her nomination. 
She was confirmed in late 
April 1997 in a 85-13 Senate 
vote — but only after Clinton 
made a GOP-ordered con-
cession. He called off plans 
to issue an executive order 
encouraging union labor on 
federal construction con-
tracts.

Herman was soon thrown 
into a major labor clash. 
More than 185,000 UPS 
workers went on strike in 
August 1997 amid a dispute 
with management over is-
sues such as demands for ex-
panded hiring and improved 
pay and benefits for part-
time employees.

Backed by the powerful 
Teamsters union, the strike 
cut off one of the main pipe-
lines for package delivery 
and sent ripples throughout 
the economy. Herman set up 
a mediation hub at a hotel 
on Capitol Hill, shuttling be-
tween Teamsters headquar-
ters and UPS envoys in near 
round-the-clock meetings.

“I wasn’t trying to be sub-

tle,” Herman said on NBC’s 
“Today” show. “I was trying 
to be very direct. I moved in 
with them.”

After two weeks of talks, 
a settlement seemed close. 
Herman called Clinton and 
asked for help to push an ac-
cord over the finish line, she 
recounted.

Clinton told report-
ers that he had a “gut feel-
ing” both sides were near an 
agreement. Then he added 
a not-so-subtle message to 
the strikers: “Right now, the 
Teamsters have public sen-
timent on their side, but that 
will turn.”

The next day, the 15-day 
strike was over with com-
pany pledges that includ-
ed more full-time positions 
and wage hikes. Herman was 
lauded by Teamsters and 
other unions for what they 
saw as evenhanded media-
tion. “I never wanted to en-
tertain failure as an option,” 
she told CNN.

She remained with the 
Clinton administration for 
the rest of his second term, 
leading initiatives such as 
boosting the hourly mini-
mum wage to $5.15 and di-
recting her department to 
probe Toys “R” Us for alleged 
child labor law violations by 
assigning teenage employ-
ees to excessive work hours, 
leading to a $200,000 fine 
imposed on the company in 
1999.

She stood by Clinton 
when he was impeached by 
the House in 1998 on charges 
of lying under oath and ob-
structing justice to cover up 
an affair with White House 
intern Monica Lewinsky. 
(Clinton was not convict-
ed in the Senate.) The White 
House, in turn, showed 

backing for Herman as she 
faced ethics probes.

Attorney General Janet 
Reno assigned an indepen-
dent counsel, Maine-based 
attorney Ralph I. Lancaster 
Jr., to investigate claims of il-
legal campaign solicitation 
by Herman and allegations 
by a Cameroonian business-
man working in the Unit-
ed States, Laurent Yene, that 
Herman accepted kickbacks.

In 2000, a report by Lan-
caster concluded that Her-
man had not violated any 
laws, and she was cleared. 
“As I said at the start of this 
inquiry, nearly two years ago, 
Secretary Herman did noth-
ing wrong,” Clinton said. (In 
2002, Herman’s former con-
sulting firm partner Green 
was sentenced to 90 days of 
home detention and fined 
$10,000 for failing to declare 
income from a planned busi-
ness venture.)

Shortly before the end 
of Clinton’s term, Herman 
gave interviews that often 
looked back on her child-
hood in segregated Mobile, 
Alabama, and the risks tak-
en by her father, a politi-
cal organizer who led out-
reach to Black voters. When 
she was 5 years old, her fa-
ther’s car was forced off the 
road by KKK members, she 
recalled.

She was given a pistol by 
her father as he stepped out 
to confront the Klansmen, 
she said. She cowered in the 
car while he was beaten by 
the gang.

“For me to serve as the 
first African American in the 
labor department in a coun-
try that was built on slave la-
bor and to work now with 
all the labor,” she told CBS 
News, “that was humbling.”

Delphine Koval
Delphine T. Koval, 95, 

currently of Frederick, MD, 
passed from this life on 
Thursday, April 17, 2025. Del 
was the wife of the late John 
J. Koval, who predeceased 
her in 2000. Born on Oct. 
3, 1929 in Detroit, MI, she 
was the daughter of Wen-
celslaus F. Piwonski and Syl-
via E. Swierczewski. She re-
tired from Verizon (formerly 
C&P Telephone Co.) after 30 
years of service. In her free 
time, she enjoyed making 
beautiful handmade cards, 
playing bingo, and relaxing 
by the water at her weekend 
home.

Del is survived by her 
daughters: Holly K. Spauld-
ing (Jeff), Jondelle K. Tru-
itt (Ralph) and Kelly K. Dor-
man; three grandchildren: 
Tiffany S. Wrona (Neil), 
Morgan L. Spaulding, and 
Nicholas J. Dorman; and 
one great-granddaughter, 
Zoe P. Wrona.

In addition to her par-
ents and husband, she was 
preceded in death by her 

brothers, Richard N. Piwon-
ski and Gordon F. Piwonski, 
and her son, Kim J. Koval.

Services and interment 
will take place at Arlington 
National Cemetery at a lat-
er date.

The family would like to 
express their sincere thanks 
to the staff at Sunrise Assist-
ed Living in Frederick, as 
well as to Anna at Frederick 
Health Hospice, for the ex-
ceptional and compassion-
ate care given to their moth-
er. May she rest in peace.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to Frederick Health Hospice 
at www.frederickhealthhos-
pice.org.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com

Betty Georgette Ifert
Betty Georgette Stull If-

ert, 96, of Mount Airy, Mary-
land passed away peacefully 
on April 21, 2025, at Lorien 
Life Care Center, Mount 
Airy. She was born in Poplar 
Springs, Maryland to par-
ents George W. and Eleanor 
Gillis Stull on Feb. 23, 1929.

After graduating from 
Lisbon High School class of 
1946, Mrs. Ifert began her 
career as a part-time postal 
clerk as well as a part-time 
Town Clerk in Mount Airy. 
In 1950, she began work-
ing full-time for the town of 
Mount Airy, and retired in 
2003 after fifty-three years 
as Town Clerk. For her first 
twenty-three years, she was 
the only regular employee 
of the Town, worked alone 
in the town office, and was 
given much credit for sav-
ing, as well as earning mon-
ey for the town through her 
work managing the town’s 
escrow accounts.

She was a long-time 
member of Calvary United 
Methodist Church, Mount 
Airy; a member of the 
Mount Airy Historical So-
ciety, having been induct-
ed in the Historical Hall of 
Fame in 2001. She volun-
teered for twenty years at 
the Lorien Life Care Cen-
ter and was the recipient of 
Mount Airy Volunteer of the 
Year in 1997, having volun-
teered for many town func-
tions.

Betty is survived by her 
step-son Jonathan Ifert, 
Jr., and wife, Donna; step-
daughter-in-law Anna Ifert; 
as well as step-grandchil-
dren, step-great- grandchil-

dren, and numerous niec-
es and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her hus-
band of fifty-two years, Jon-
athan L. Ifert; step-son Nor-
man Daniel Ifert; sisters 
Rose Marie Reed and Mar-
tha Henley.

A graveside service for 
Mrs. Ifert will be held on 
Wednesday, April 30, 2025, 
at 11 a.m. for family and 
friend’s at Pine Grove Cem-
etery, Mount Airy.

Betty was very thankful 
for the many neighbors and 
friends that helped her nav-
igate through life in her lat-
er years; she felt blessed by 
each of you.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to the Mount Airy Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 244, Mount 
Airy, MD 21771.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at www.StaufferFuneral-
Home.com.

Cecelia Ann Hobbs
Cecelia Ann Hobbs 

“Ann” passed away unex-
pectedly on April 13, 2025, 
at her beloved home in Ad-
amstown, MD. She was 
77, born on Aug. 31, 1947, 
in Beallsville and attend-
ed Poolesville High School. 
She was the daughter of the 
late Louis Parker Weller and 
Vivian Virginia Weller.

Ann leaves behind her 
husband Frederick T. Hobbs 
Jr., and her only child Lau-
ra (Hobbs) Hutchinson 
and son-in-law, Thomas J. 
Hutchinson. She is also sur-
vived by her sisters Faith 
Lewis and Mary Lou Hof-
facker.

She was preceded in 
death by her brother; Larry 
Weller.

Ann was a dedicated 
animal lover. She rescued 
many Terriers throughout 
the years and gave them a 
loving home. Also, she was 
an avid gardener. She en-

joyed sailing with her hus-
band and daughter on the 
Chesapeake Bay and driv-
ing to British Car Rally’s. 
She was also a classic movie 
buff. Ann dedicated 35 years 
as a devoted staff member 
of a local firm accepting ac-
counts payable and weekly 
payroll.

The family will be re-
ceiving friends on Fri-
day, May 9, 2025, from 6 
— 8 p.m. at Hilton Funer-
al Home, 22111 Beallsville 
Road, Barnesville, MD. 
A Mass will be held at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, May 10, 
2025, at St Mary’s Catholic 
Church, 18230 Barnesville 
Rd, Barnesville, MD 20838. 
Interment to follow in the 
church cemetery.

Flowers can be sent to 
the funeral home at the ad-
dress above.

Alexis Herman, US labor secretary 
raised in segregated South, dies at 77

Dudley M. Brooks/The Washington Post

Alexis Herman, left, introduces U.S. Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D-Maryland) to guests Willa Hall Smith and Catherine LeBlanc 
during a party in her honor on Jan. 12, 2001, in Washington. 


