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By NOLAN WILKINSON
nwilkinson@newspost.com

Frederick City Council 
members on Thursday agreed 
to spend nearly $7.5 million to 
replace water meters and de-
graded bolts in some city wa-
ter valves.

“This project ... will update 
23,000 water meter accounts 
with the installation of new 
water meters ...,” Ben Arneson, 
the city’s superintendent of 
water services, wrote in a doc-
ument submitted to the coun-
cil.

The contract to replace the 
meters is $7 million for LB Wa-
ter, which has an office in Bal-

lenger Creek, to provide the 
meters, and for Sensus USA to 
provide the software services 
for them.

“The installation of this 
new meter system will bene-
fit the City of Frederick with 
the ability for the City to mon-
itor water usage in real time 
and identify possible leaks in 
a timely manner,” Arneson 
wrote. “This will also benefit 
the City of Frederick by sav-
ing staff hours as there will not 
be a need for a Water Techni-
cian to read meters giving time 
back to focus on the mainte-
nance and upkeep of the water 
distribution system.”

The funds for replacing the 

meters was allocated in the 
city’s capital improvement 
project budget for Fiscal Year 
2026.

The goal is to replace 1,000 
meters a month until the proj-
ect is complete, city docu-
ments indicate.

The council also approved 
approximately $450,000 to re-
place bolts on water valves in 
the Tuscarora Knolls commu-
nity in northeastern Frederick.

“Original installation of 
water valves and bolts were 
in the early 1990’s,” Arneson 
wrote to the council. “Howev-
er, while the valves were coat-
ed the bolts were not, allowing 
the ions and minerals in the 

ground to corrode the bolts.”
The contract is with Mid-At-

lantic Utilities, based in Carl-
isle, Pa., for the replacement of 
the bolts.

When the city needs to ar-
range for emergency repairs 
of water valve bolts at an in-
tersection, it can incur a cost 
of $50,000 to $75,000, Arneson 
wrote.

“Replacement of all bolts 
will be a proactive endeavor 
meant to save the high cost of 
emergency repairs,” he wrote 
to the council.

Mid-Atlantic will be given 
the notice on Sept. 29 to pro-
ceed with work, city docu-
ments indicate.

By ESTHER FRANCES
efrances@newspost.com

Hood College has announced a new bio-
technology training program that was launched 
using a nearly $1 million federal grant.

The Innovative, Immersive Training Program 
in Synthetic Biology and Biomanufacturing is in-
tended to prepare juniors at Hood for careers in 
the biotechnology workforce, according to a col-
lege press release.

The program will also offer opportunities 
such as specialized coursework, paid summer 
internships and site visits.

The $999,850 grant is from the National Sci-
ence Foundation’s Experiential Learning for 
Emerging and Novel Technologies program. The 
grant will cover three years of the program.

The training program is supported by indus-
try partners such as AstraZeneca, the pharma-
ceutical company Kite and the Frederick Nation-
al Laboratory for Cancer Research, all under the 
Maryland Tech Council. It also is supported by 
Texcell.

The goal is to support 17 students annual-
ly for a total of 51 students throughout the pro-
gram’s three-year span. Some spots are reserved 
for transfer students currently at Hagerstown 
Community College and Frederick Communi-
ty College.

Rana Khan, the inaugural director of the Bio-
science Research and Education Center at Hood, 
said in an interview that if students are chosen 
for a paid internship, most of their expenses 
such as housing and travel will be covered.

“And at the same time, they are getting this 
first-hand experience working at a company,” 
she said.

Khan said the intention is to begin the pro-
gram next spring.

She said there was a time crunch because 
while the grant is usually announced in July, the 
college was notified of the award last week.

Khan said she was not worried about feder-
al funding for the program being pulled, as some 
college programs nationwide have been cut due 
to withdrawing funds.

“We had to make some revisions to our pro-
posal to fit the revised needs [of the grant],” she 
said. “I think this is really tailored to what they 
are asking for currently.”

Khan said students who participate will be 
prepared for their career and in a good position 
to find a job.

“We know that in recent years, many compa-
nies have moved here to open new manufactur-
ing facilities, and more are considering moving 
into the area,” she said. “I think that their needs 
are going to just grow, and if we can play a part 
in that growth by providing them with highly 
skilled employees ... then I think that will add to 
the economic growth of this area.”

Khan said students interested in the program 
or businesses interested in partnering with the 
college should email her at khan@hood.edu.

Hood 
launches  
biotech  
program
College uses federal grant 
to create initiative to train 
juniors for careers in field
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People stand by water during a Tashlich ceremony that Beth Sholom Congregation held at Baker Park in Frederick on Tuesday. Tashlich 
is a ritual ceremony held by a body of water on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, to cast away sins or missteps from 
the previous year.

CASTING AWAY

By RYAN MARSHALL
rmarshall@newspost.com

Work is expected to begin Monday on 
a project to replace and widen a bridge 
near Rocky Ridge, leading to a closure of a 
section of Md. 77 for about eight months.

The $7.1 million project will replace 
the bridge on Md. 77 that runs over Bea-
ver Branch and under the Maryland Mid-
land railroad tracks, widening the bridge 
and providing drainage improvements, 
according to a press release from the 
State Highway Administration.

The bridge is expected to close at 
8 a.m. on Monday.

Work is expected to finish in the sum-
mer of 2026.

The existing bridge was built in 1928.
The Hunt Valley-based company 

Brawner Builders will be the primary 
contractor on the project.

Traffic will be detoured during the 
project.

Eastbound and westbound traffic will 
use Md. 76 (Motter’s Station Road), Ap-
polds Road, and Old Frederick Road. 

Trucks will use Md. 77, Md. 550 
(Woodsboro Creagerstown Road), and 
Md. 194 (Woodsboro Pike) as a detour 
route.

The bridge is west of the Rocky Ridge 
Volunteer Fire Company, leading to coor-
dination between the state and Frederick 
County’s Division of Fire and Rescue Ser-

vices on responding to emergency calls in 
the area.

Kenny Poole, a deputy chief for Fred-
erick County’s Division of Fire and Res-
cue Services, told The Frederick News-
Post in April that the county regularly 

works with contractors on projects to 
make sure emergency vehicles can still 
get through construction areas.

Poole said he didn’t expect the bridge 
project to cause any significant delays in 
response to calls in the surrounding area.

Work to begin on Md. 77 bridge project
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Construction on the Md. 77 bridge that crosses over Beaver Branch near Rocky Ridge is 
expected to start on Monday, with a closure and detour that is expected to last about 
eight months.

In brief
From staff reports

Maryland’s State Highway Administration 
will begin work to lengthen ramps at three lo-
cations along U.S. 340 in southwestern Freder-
ick County.

The $17.4 million project to extend accel-
eration ramps will begin with crews installing 
concrete barriers and other work zone safety 
devices, according to an SHA press release on 
Tuesday.

The work will include extending the exist-
ing ramps, as well as adding tapers, in which 
the width of the lane gradually decreases to al-
low traffic to merge with vehicles in an existing 
lane.

The project will include work at:
 Md. 17 to U.S. 340 eastbound: The existing 

235-foot ramp will be extended to about 1,230 
feet long, with a 300-foot taper.

  Md. 17 to U.S. 340 westbound: The exist-
ing 390-foot ramp will be extended to about 
1,230 feet, with a 300-foot taper.

  Md. 180 to U.S. 340 eastbound: The exist-
ing 235-foot ramp will be extended to about 580 
feet, with a 300-foot taper.

  Md. 180 to U.S. 340 westbound: The exist-
ing 160-foot ramp will be extended to about 820 
feet, with a 300-foot taper.

  U.S. 15 northbound to U.S. 340 eastbound: 
The existing 175-foot ramp will be extended to 
about 580 feet, with a 300-foot taper.

The speed limit through the work zone will 
be lowered from 65 mph to 55 mph during the 
construction.

The Francis O. Day Company of Rockville 
will be the primary contractor.

U.S. 340 was originally built in the 1910s, and 
the ramps were added during an expansion of 
the highway in the 1960s, according to the SHA 
news release.

— Ryan Marshall

Frederick approves almost $7.5 million for 
water meters, other water infrastructure

State Highway Administration 
to lengthen US 340 ramps

By KEITH DEMKO
Salisbury Daily Times

Gov. Wes Moore joined oth-
er Maryland leaders on Sept. 
22 to roll out the state’s plan to 
offer $200 million in rebates to 
provide relief from rising en-
ergy costs. The funding cov-
ers two direct payments to all 
Maryland ratepayers.

Here’s more on what the 
governor and other leaders 
had to say, and how much you 
might expect to get.

  Moore joined Senate Pres-
ident Bill Ferguson, House 
Speaker Adrienne A. Jones 
and other legislative leaders to 
roll out the plan to provide re-
lief for Maryland families bur-
dened by rising energy costs. 

Two direct payments will 
come to all Maryland rate-
payers, with the first being ad-
ministered by the end of this 
month and the second be-
tween January and February 
of 2026, providing relief from 
energy cost increases during 
the winter months, per the 
governor’s release.

“The reason we are so pas-
sionate about the issue of en-
ergy affordability is because 
we hear from our constitu-
ents about it every day,” said 
Gov. Moore. “Marylanders are 
deeply frustrated, and their 
frustration is justified. In part-
nership with the General As-
sembly, we will continue to 
do anything and everything 
to ensure that the people of 

our state are getting relief. Be-
cause together, we stand with 
the people – today, tomorrow, 
and always.”

The Next Generation Ener-
gy Act was signed by Gover-
nor Moore following the 2025 
legislative session, and re-
quires that $200 million in di-
rect energy rebates be funded 
through Maryland’s Strategic 
Energy Investment Fund. The 
amount of relief provided 
per ratepayer varies based on 
household energy usage and 
utility company — with each 
utility being responsible for 
setting up its own system to 
determine rebate amounts — 
but ratepayers can expect to 
see rebates between $30-$67.

“This past session, we built 

our work around one clear 
goal: lowering utility bills 
through affordable, reliable, 
and predictable energy,” said 
Senate President Bill Fergu-
son. “Maryland’s $200 million 
energy rebate is a critical part 
of that goal.”

“The $200 million in direct 
energy rebates announced to-
day are not just numbers on 
a page,” said House Speak-
er Adrienne A. Jones. “They 
are a lifeline to those with the 
tightest budgets – our seniors, 
love-income families, and 
those on fixed incomes. By 
putting money back into their 
pockets, we’re building a more 
sustainable and equitable fu-
ture for Maryland.”

Maryland rolling out energy bill rebates


