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DEATH NOTICES

WORLD

By DEEPA BHARATH 
Associated Press

KOCHI, India — As the sun 
set over Kochi’s historic Jew 
Town neighborhood, Keith 
Hallegua donned a gray kip-
pah and began a solitary walk 
to the synagogue at the end of 
his cobbled street.

It was Shavuot, the Jew-
ish holiday commemorat-
ing God giving the Torah to 
Moses. Hallegua reached the 
458-year-old Paradesi Syn-
agogue where he knew he 
would pray alone — without 
a minyan, the quorum of 10 
males required for a commu-
nal service there.

Hallegua is the synagogue’s 
last local congregant — the 
only Jew left in Jew Town.

Across the city at the centu-
ries-old Kadavumbagam Syn-
agogue, Elias “Babu” Josephai 
remembered the “chukkun-
da” — fried dough balls his 
grandmother used to make 
for Shavuot.

They ache for what’s al-
ready gone and work to pre-
serve what’s left.

In the 1950s, much of the 
Jewish community in Kochi 
(historically known as Co-
chin), a seaport on India’s 
southwestern coast, immi-
grated to Israel. They left be-
hind their homes, synagogues 
and cemeteries, including 
those in Jew Town, which has 
long-been the official name of 
the neighborhood.

The burden of  
being the last Jews

Hallegua and Josephai 
stayed. Now they represent 
the final chapter for the Co-
chin Jews who have lived 
peacefully — and without fear 
of antisemitism — for centu-
ries alongside Hindu, Mus-
lim and Christian neighbors. 
There are now fewer than 
5,000 Jews in all of India, the 
world’s most populous coun-
try.

But the Cochin Jewish 
community’s complex history 
includes both religious free-
dom and internal divisions 
over class and colorism. Hal-
legua is a Paradesi Jew, the 
once-dominant group whose 
fair-skinned, Sephardic an-
cestors from Spain and Por-
tugal fled the Spanish Inqui-
sition in the 16th century. 
They brought enslaved people 
with them, and their freed de-
scendants, known as the Me-
shuchrarim Jews, were rele-
gated to a lower social status 
and had to fight for religious 
equality.

Josephai is a Malabari Jew. 
The group’s darker-skinned 
ancestors trace their roots 
back more than 2,000 years, 
to King Solomon’s time. They 
also faced past discrimina-
tion from the Paradesi com-
munity. While these divisions 
didn’t survive after the Co-
chin Jews migrated to Israel 
and elsewhere, the bitter rem-
nants still haunt the commu-
nity’s legacy.

Though Hallegua and Jo-
sephai rarely meet, both are 
intensely proud of their an-
cient heritage.

Josephai spent years res-
urrecting Kadavumbagam 
Synagogue, the last function-
ing Malabari house of wor-
ship. Services are rare; it’s up 
to Josephai to light the lamps 
and keep the prayers going, 
often alone. He weeps for the 
past, when the synagogue was 
filled with people, prayers and 
songs.

“That will never come 
back,” he said.

Hallegua is the last lo-
cal member of Paradesi Syn-
agogue, which now relies on 

tourists and visitors to have a 
quorum for services.

“Quite often, I walk to the 
synagogue and I ask HaSh-
em (God), why have you done 
this?” Hallegua said. “I never 
hear a response.”

Striving to preserve 
history

On a recent morning, tour-
ists crowded the Paradesi Syn-
agogue and Synagogue Lane, 
the street it anchors. Former 
homes are now occupied by 
spice warehouses and stores 
selling antiques and handi-
crafts. Historically, the Jew-
ish community played a ma-
jor role in the spice trade in 
Kochi, a hub for black pepper, 
cardamom and nutmeg.

The synagogue’s entry-
way leads to a main hall with 
blue and white Chinese por-
celain tile floors. Nineteenth 
century Belgian crystal chan-
deliers and colorful glass lan-
terns adorn the sanctuary. A 
carved teakwood Torah ark 
stands at the western wall fac-
ing Jerusalem. As in other Ko-
chi synagogues, the women’s 
section is upstairs. Visitors slip 
off their shoes, in keeping with 
regional etiquette.

Synagogue trustee M.C. 
Praveen says his life’s mis-
sion is protecting Cochin Jew-
ish history. Praveen, a Hin-
du, spent his childhood in 
Jew Town, attending school 
with Hallegua’s family mem-
bers, eating Shabbat dinners, 
playing cricket near the syna-
gogue.

“I want to make sure future 
generations know the histo-
ry of this town and the people 
who lived here,” said Praveen, 
who seeks guidance from the 
community’s former residents 
and their far-flung children.

Earlier this year, synagogue 
leaders opened a museum 
showcasing Kochi’s Jewish 
history. It features the settle-
ment’s original deed: two cop-
per plates bearing a Hindu 
king’s charter from 1000 CE 
granting the community reli-
gious freedom.

Preservation efforts 
transcend religious ties

Praveen is not the only 
non-Jew trying to ensure the 
community’s culture survives.

Thaha Ibrahim, a Muslim, 
forged a profound connection 
with the late Sarah Cohen, 
one of the neighborhood’s 
Jewish matriarchs. He now 
runs her embroidery shop on 
Synagogue Lane. Cohen, or 
“Sarah aunty” as he calls her, 
taught him how to do Cochin 
Jewish embroidery.

“I’m teaching my son to 
do this embroidery so he can 
continue Sarah aunty’s lega-
cy,” he said.

Ibrahim lights Shabbat 
candles on Fridays and closes 
his shop on Saturdays. Mus-
lim-Jewish tensions elsewhere 
in the world are not a deter-
rent, he says.

“This is not about religion, 
it’s about human connection.”

Across the city in Ernaku-
lam, Josephai shoulders the 
preservation of Malabari Jew-
ish heritage. The 12th century 
Kadavumbagam Synagogue, 
which he saved after van-
dals destroyed it, is tucked be-
hind the store where he sells 
aquarium fish and plants. The 
renovated interior features 
hand-crafted tile and a red-
and-gold Torah ark.

Josephai is proud that peo-
ple of different faiths helped 
him rebuild. A Muslim do-
nated the lamps, a Christian 
gave a Ten Commandments 
plaque, a Hindu foundation 
paid for the chandeliers.

Wayne Bowie
Wayne Bowie, of Hagerstown, died Monday, August 

3. Arrangements are by Rollins Life Celebration Center, 
Frederick.
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Frances Ann Miller
Frances Ann (Michael) 

Miller, age 81, of Glen Mills, 
PA, formerly of Wilming-
ton, DE, passed away on 
Wednesday, July 29, 2026, at 
the Hospital of the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania.

Frances graduated from 
Thurmont High School 
in Maryland in 1964. She 
worked as a dental assistant 
and artist, as well as in what 
she considered her most im-
portant role: being a moth-
er and “domestic goddess.” 
She volunteered at the Mary 
Campbell Center and was 
a member of the Rehoboth 
Art League, the Absalom 
Jones NCC Art Studio, and 
the Maris Grove Warm Glass 
Club. Fran spent 30 plus 
years creating and teaching 
art through her two favorite 
mediums: pottery and fused 
glass. Her artwork was dis-
played at a number of Art 
Galleries throughout Dela-
ware such Studio 50, the Re-
hoboth Art League plus The 
Station Gallery in Green-
ville. She loved entertaining 
friends, spending time with 
her grandchildren, thrifting, 
traveling, and, above all, be-
ing with her family.

Frances is survived by 
her husband, James C. Mill-
er; her daughters, Beth Wall 
of Colorado and Michelle 
Figueroa of Delaware; her 
grandchildren, Jack Gonser 
of Florida; Giles, Kaden, and 

Piper Wall of Colorado and 
Illinois, respectively; Ryan 
Figueroa-Parsons of Penn-
sylvania; Bear, Cali, Jordan, 
and Juliana Figueroa, and 
Keandre Buckham, all of 
Delaware; her sisters, Bev-
erly Clabaugh and Ottolee 
Hewitt, both of Maryland; 
and three great-grandchil-
dren.

A memorial service will 
be held on Saturday, Au-
gust 15, at 12:00 PM at Bran-
dywine Valley Church, 7 Mt. 
Lebanon Road, Wilming-
ton, DE 19803. A visitation 
will begin at 11:00 AM. A 
luncheon in the Fellowship 
Hall will follow the service.

In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily suggests that donations 
be made in Fran’s honor to 
the Absalom Jones NCC Art 
Studio, 310 Kiamensi Road 
#B, Wilmington, Delaware 
19804.
www.mccreryandharra.com

Larry Knudtson
Larry Duane Knudt-

son, age 91 of Frederick, 
MD passed away on July 31, 
2026. He was born on March 
22, 1935 to Anna and Mau-
rice Knudtson.

Larry had a lifelong pas-
sion for bluegrass and coun-
try music and proudly per-
formed with his local band 
for 30 years. He was an avid 
Washington Command-
ers fan. He was employed 
with Mitchell Construction 
where he worked as a heavy 
equipment operator until 
his retirement. Larry was a 
US Army veteran.

He was preceded in 
death by four sisters and 
three brothers.

He is survived by his 
wife Nancy Irene Knudtson 
35 years; his step son John 
Stowers and his partner Ju-
lie; step grandson Robbie 
Stowers and his girlfriend 
Kyle; step great grand-
daughter, Lila Stowers; his 
sisters Bernice Springer of 
North Dakota and Shirley 
and her husband Walley 
Fischell of Spokane, Wash-
ington, and several nieces 
and nephews.

Visitations will be held 

on Monday, August 10, 
2026 from 5:00-7:00 pm and 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026 
from 1:00 -2:00 pm at Res-
thaven Funeral Home, 9501 
Catoctin Mountain Hwy., 
Frederick, MD 21701. Fu-
neral service will be held on 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026 at 
2:00 pm with Bishop Owen 
officiating at Resthaven Fu-
neral Home. Interment at 
Resthaven Memorial Gar-
dens.

Online condolences may 
be expressed at: resthaven.us

Janet Lee Brown
Janet Lee Brown, age 82, 

of Brunswick MD, passed 
peacefully on August 3, 
2026, surrounded by her 
loving family. She was born 
on April 1, 1944, in Fred-
erick MD to George Roger 
Droneburg and Ardell Eliz-
abeth (Wallace) Droneburg. 
Janet graduated from Fred-
erick High School in 1962 
and Frederick Memorial 
Hospital Nursing School as 
a Registered Nurse. Follow-
ing her nursing career, she 
went on to build a success-
ful career as a Realtor before 
retiring. Janet was a true en-
trepreneur. She loved an-
tiques, especially her doll 
collections. She owned and 
operated The Cozy Doll 
House in Thurmont MD 
(1980-1988) and was an ex-
pert in antique dolls. She 
loved breeding small dogs, 
Yorkies and Chihuahuas. 
Her greatest joy was her 
family, children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren. She grew up in the 
Methodist faith throughout 
her life. She is lovingly sur-
vived by her devoted hus-
band of 60 years, Hubert 
R. Brown, Jr.; her sons, Hu-
bert R. Brown, III and his 
wife, Lisa; Charles Michael 
Brown and his wife, Nikki; 
and Edward Allen Brown 
and his wife, Dawn. She also 
leaves behind her cherished 
grandchildren: Kara Noel 
Brown and her wife, Rachel 

Geddes; Hope Brown; Mas-
ter Sgt. Edward A. Brown, 
United States Air Force, and 
his wife, Julia; Ashton Pe-
ters and her husband, Da-
vid; and Rebekah Brown. 
Her precious great-grand-
children Lila Rene Brown, 
Lucas Ross Brown, and 
Eden Elise Peters. Janet is 
also survived by her brother, 
Roger William Droneburg; 
her sister, Judy Ann Will-
son; many beloved nieces 
and nephews; and special 
nephews Cameron Jensen 
and Noah Brown. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to 
Brunswick Volunteer Am-
bulance Company in Janet’s 
memory. Family and friends 
are invited to celebrate Jan-
et’s life at Resthaven Fu-
neral Home, 9501 Catoctin 
Mountain Highway, Freder-
ick MD 21701, on August 12 
at 2:30p.m. A reception will 
follow the service.

Arlene Christine Kuhn
Arlene Christine Kuhn, 

82, of Frederick, MD, passed 
away July 7, 2026, at Kline 
Hospice House, Mount Airy, 
MD, after battling acute my-
eloid leukemia (AML).

Born Dec. 26, 1943, in 
NY, she was the daughter 
of the late Leclair C. Wha-
len & John Thomas Whalen, 
Jr. She was also preceded in 
death by the father of her 
children, George R. Kuhn 
and youngest sister, Leclair 
C. Whalen.

After graduating from 
high school in Silver Spring, 
MD, Arlene earned her 
Bachelor’s degree in Edu-
cation from Frostburg State 
College and later her Mas-
ter’s degree from Hood Col-
lege while raising her fami-
ly.

Arlene began her teach-
ing career with Frederick 
County Public Schools in 
1976, at Libertytown & Thur-
mont Elementary Schools 
& the remainder of her ca-
reer at Whittier Elementary 
School.

A devoted member of All 
Saints’ Episcopal Church, 
Arlene served as an usher & 
member of the altar guild. 
Faith, family & friendships 
were the center of her life.

Having lived in NY, NJ, 
CA & MD, Arlene made life-
long friends wherever she 
lived. She loved traveling 
with family & friends; was 
a scout leader and devoted 
supporter of Catoctin soccer 
and basketball; was active 
in the Ski Club, Hoe & Hope 
Gardening Club, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, Frederick 
Ladies Auxiliary #1067, The 
New Friends Club of Freder-
ick, AARP, Frederick County 
Senior Recreation Council 
and was a cherished regular 

at coffee gatherings at Ma-
goo’s Irish Pub.

She is survived by her 
son George R. Kuhn, Jr. 
(Carrie), SC; daughter De-
nise M. Kuhn, PA; grand-
children Jeremy (Jessica); 
Walter R. Davis IV (Kayla); 
Jordan (Kendra); Jason and 
Jenna; 3 great-grandchil-
dren; sisters Elizabeth Slo-
jewski & Frances Whalen; 
brother John Thomas Wha-
len III; many nieces, neph-
ews, extended family & dear 
friends.

A memorial service will 
be held Sat. Aug. 22, 2026 at 
1 pm at All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church, Frederick, MD, offi-
ciated by The Rev. Catherine 
Thompson. Inurnment will 
follow in the church court-
yard columbarium. A re-
ception in the Parish Hall 
follows the service for fam-
ily & friends to gather, hon-
or her & reflect upon her 
love and our memories with 
her in this life. She is great-
ly missed.

Memorial donations can 
be made to the Memorial 
Fund of All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church, 106 W. Church St., 
Frederick, MD 21701.

The family thanks the 
Kline Hospice House staff 
for their care & kindness.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By MIKAEL WOOD
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — William 
Orbit, the English musician 
and producer best known for 
his work with Madonna on 
her beloved 1998 album “Ray 
of Light,” died on July 23. He 
was 69.

His family announced his 
death Friday in an Instagram 
post that said he died at home 
but didn’t specify a cause. “He 
will be greatly missed by us 
and by so many whose lives 
he touched through his mu-
sic, friendship and kindness,” 
the post reads.

Born William Wainwright 
in London in 1956, Orbit had 
already established himself 
in the worlds of dance music 
and movie soundtracks — he 
composed the score for the 
1986 hockey movie “Young-
blood,” with Rob Lowe and 
Patrick Swayze — when he 
linked up with Madonna at 
a moment of deep personal 
change for the pop superstar, 
who’d given birth to her first 
child and immersed herself in 
a variety of spiritual practices. 
Together the two developed a 
lush yet energetic sound that 
combined guitars, synths and 
throbbing club beats.

“Ray of Light,” which sold 
more than 4 million copies in 
the United States alone, spun 
off hit singles including “Fro-
zen,” “The Power of Good-
Bye” and the exuberant title 
track; the LP was nominated 
for album of the year at the 
Grammy Awards — Madon-
na’s only nod for that presti-
gious prize — and won the 
award for pop vocal album. 
Orbit won three Grammys in 
all over the course of his ca-
reer.

In 2021, Orbit took pains in 

an interview with the Guard-
ian to share credit for “Ray of 
Light” with the singer herself. 
Madonna, he said, is “a fabu-
lous producer. When it says 
‘produced by Madonna and 
William Orbit,’ people don’t 
always give her the credit for 
that. But she’s as responsible 
as me.”

Orbit and Madonna col-
laborated again for “Beautiful 
Stranger,” a Grammy-winning 
single from the soundtrack 
of 1999’s “Austin Powers: The 
Spy Who Shagged Me,” and 
for an electro-pop cover of 
Don McLean’s “American 
Pie” that featured in the 2000 
movie “The Next Best Thing,” 
in which Madonna starred.

He also worked with Blur, 
U2, Beth Orton, Pink and 
All Saints, and he made mu-
sic under his own name, in-
cluding a 2000 LP, “Pieces in 
a Modern Style,” with high-
tech interpretations of classi-
cal pieces by the likes of Sam-
uel Barber and Erik Satie.

William Orbit, producer 
behind Madonna’s ‘Ray 
of Light,’ dies at 69

Victor Fraile/Getty Images

William Orbit during the 
Liberatum Hong Kong 
International Festival of 
Culture press conference on 
April 27, 2012.

After centuries in India, 
the last Cochin Jews try to 
keep their history alive

Associated Press 

Visitors view photos displayed inside a museum showcasing 
Cochin’s Jewish history next to the 458-year-old Paradesi 
Synagogue in the historic Jew Town neighborhood of Kochi, 
India, May 20.


