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*Our hearing evaluation and video otoscope inspection are always free. Video otoscope inspection available at participating 

®

Now Y
ou

 D
o

n’
t!

   
   

  
 N

ow
 Y

ou See It...

   
    

      
                                                                             

DISCREET DESIGN. 

BIG PERFORMANCE.

Offer valid on one entry level, MEMINI 1 CIC battery model only, at participating Miracle-Ear locations. MEMINI 1 CIC comes 
with a 1-year limited warranty. Limit one coupon per patient at promotional price during event dates only. Not valid with other 

01/15/2026.

$495
Miracle-EarMINITM 

ONLY Save on a Custom
Hearing Aid!

purchased at regular price, excluding rechargeable products. Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 01/15/2026.

BUY ONE, GET ONE

50 GENIUS™ 
Technology

% OFF

• Features a tiny micro-processor right in the ear!     

• 48-channel digital signal processing 

• Engineering allows 1,000’s of custom settings       

• Controlled by state-of-the-art software

DISCOVER THE POWER: 

TINY MICRO-CHIP

FREE HEARING EVALUATION* 
January 12th - 15th

Call 888-387-3068 today to schedule

FREE $20 GIFT CARD
EXCLUSIVE OFFER:  
Receive a Free Amazon OR Walmart Gift Card  
when you complete a Free Hearing Evaluation!*

older. Must not have been tested or made a purchase in the last 6 months. Value not redeemable 
for cash. Cannot be combined with other promotions. Some conditions apply, see store for 
details. Hearing test must be performed. Valid at participating Miracle-Ear locations only. While 

01/15/2026.

CODE: TW620882

FREDERICK 
5100 Buckeystown Pike

Suite 182
meoffer.me/frederick 

ELDERSBURG 
Londontown Business Center
1332 Londontown Blvd.

Suite 108C
meoffer.me/eldersburg 

WESTMINSTER 
444 WMC Dr.

Suite 114
meoffer.me/westminster 

John ‘Butch” Blanch
John ‘Butch’ Stephen 

Blanch
Born Feb. 22, 1939
Died December 31,2025
John Stephen Blanch 

of Ijamsville, Maryland 
passed peacefully to Heav-
en at home with his fami-
ly surrounding him on De-
cember 31, 2025 at the age 
of 86. Born on Feb. 22, 1939 
in the Bronx, NY son to 
Frank and Betty Blanch.

He graduated from 
Wakefield High School in 
Arlington Virginia 1957 
and entered the US Army 
with the 7th Howitzer Bat-
talion, 11th Artillery. After 
an Honorable Discharge 
from the Army he entered 
and completed his appren-
ticeship as a Steamfitter in 
the UA Local 602 where he 
served for 67 years.

Butch was preced-
ed in death by his devot-
ed parents, sister Joan 

and brothers Andy, Frank 
and George. He is sur-
vived by his loving wife of 
61 years Lucy Ann Marchet-
ti Blanch, children Stepha-
nie, Timothy and Matthew, 
his 9 grandchildren; Britta-
ny, John, Seth, Joseph, Me-
lissa, Henry, Sarah, Susan-
na and Stella along with 7 
great-grandchildren.

He was greatly loved and 
will be dearly missed.

Barbara Anne Halling
Barbara Anne Hal-

ling, beloved mother and 
cherished family member, 
passed away peacefully on 
Jan. 4, 2026, in Brunswick, 
Maryland. She was born on 
Oct. 6, 1935, in Chicago, Il-
linois, to Dorothy Wells Hal-
ling and Leroy Halling.

Barbara’s early years 
were spent moving from Il-
linois to Arkansas, and as an 
adult, she made her home 
primarily in North Caroli-
na and Maryland. She was a 
devoted mother who deeply 
loved her children and trea-
sured the time spent with 
them. Barbara had a pas-
sion for reading books and 
enjoyed watching movies, 
finding joy and comfort in 
stories and family alike.

She was predeceased by 
two of her children, Rick 
Grimes and Lisa Grimes 
Greene, whose memories 
she held close to her heart.

Barbara truly enjoyed 
her five grandchildren-Brit-
tany Hipkins (Seth), An-
drew Pierce (Noelle), Hil-
lary Foulk (Anthony), Taylor 
Gelinas (Reese), and Emilee 
Pierce (Mike) — and cher-
ished the special moments 
spent with each of them. 
She was also blessed to meet 
all seven of her great-grand-
children-Camille, James, 
Teddy, Graham, Bryce, Cal-
vin, and Rhett-over the re-
cent holidays, a joyful occa-
sion that brought her great 
happiness.

Barbara’s life was marked 
by love, resilience, and de-

termination. Her fami-
ly and friends will remem-
ber her warmth, kindness, 
and the special moments 
shared together. She is sur-
vived by her brother Billy 
Murphy (Sandy) and sons 
Will Pierce (Barb) and Skip 
Grimes.

The family will receive 
friends from 10-11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026 at 
Stauffer Funeral Homes, 
P.A. (Brunswick), 1100 
North Maple Avenue in 
Brunswick, MD, where a 
celebration of Barbara’s life 
journey will take place at 11 
a.m. Rev. Tim May will offi-
ciate. Interment will be pri-
vate.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at www.staufferfuneral-
home.com.

Charles Summerfield Austin III “Chuck”
Charles S. Austin III 

“Chuck”, of Baltimore, MD, 
passed away peacefully at 
home on Thursday, Jan. 1, 
2026. Born on Nov. 6, 1931, he 
was the son of Charles Austin 
Jr. and Dorothy (Buschman) 
Austin. He was 94 years old 
and leaves behind a legacy 
of devotion to family, friends, 
and community.

He is survived by his de-
voted wife of 71 years, Bever-
ly Smith Austin; his beloved 
sons Gregory and wife Kim-
berly, and Douglas and life-
time partner Suzanne. He 
was predeceased by his son, 
Charles Austin IV, whose 
memory remained close to 
his heart throughout his life.

“Pop-Pop,” as he was lov-
ingly known, is survived by 
four grandchildren: Tyler and 
husband Brian, Evan and 
girlfriend Natalie, Grant and 
fiancee Abigail, and Julianne 
and husband Tyson. He is 
also survived by his dear sis-
ter Dorothy and husband, Dr. 
Aristides Alevizatos, as well 
as many nieces and nephews 
of whom he was deeply fond. 
He is affectionately remem-
bered by his “fourth” son 
Mark Todd and wife Tammy 
as well as Karen Graham, a 
cherished daughter-like fig-
ure.

As a young man, Chuck 
served on the Ocean City 
Beach Patrol, taking pride in 
being one of 12 lifeguards re-
sponsible for the shore. He 
attended Guilford College, 
where he met his wife, Bev. 
Following graduation, he 
served in the United States 
Marine Corps, where he 
taught combat swimming 
and lifesaving.

Chuck later served with 
the Braddock Heights Volun-
teer Fire Company, earning 
the rank of Captain. He was a 
dedicated member of the Ro-
tary Club of Frederick. Most 
recently the club honored 
him by renaming its Rotary 

Fellow Award the Charles S. 
Austin III Award. He was rec-
ognized for 61 years of per-
fect attendance and for his 
long record of service, in-
cluding many years as secre-
tary emeritus.

Later in life, he found 
great happiness boating on 
the Chesapeake Bay with his 
family. He was always ready 
to lend a hand, no matter the 
task, and was known for his 
warm hugs, generous kisses, 
and unmistakable smile.

The family will receive 
friends from 1 to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026, at 
Stauffer Funeral Home, 1621 
Opossumtown Pike, Freder-
ick, MD.

A funeral service will be 
held at 4 p.m. at All Saint’s 
Episcopal Church, 106 W. 
Church Street, Frederick, 
MD, with a reception to fol-
low. The service will be lives-
treamed at: www.youtube.
com/c/allsaintsepiscopal-
churchfrederickmd/live.

Interment will be private, 
at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the Ro-
tary Club of Frederick, P.O. 
Box 13, Frederick, MD 21705.

WORLD & OBITUARIES

By REGINA GARCIA CANO, 
AAMER MADHANI  
and MEGAN JANETSKY
 Associated Press

CARACAS, Venezu-
ela — At least 24 Vene-
zuelan security officers 
were killed in the dead-
of-night U.S. military op-
eration to capture Nicolás 
Maduro and spirit him to 
the United States to face 
drug charges, officials said 
Tuesday.

Venezuela’s Attorney 
General Tarek William 
Saab said overall “doz-
ens” of officials and ci-
vilians were killed in the 
strike and that prosecu-
tors would investigate 
the deaths in what he de-
scribed as a “war crime.” 
He didn’t specify if the es-
timate was specifically re-
ferring to Venezuelans.

In addition to the Ven-
ezuelan security officials, 
Cuba’s government on 
Sunday announced that 32 
Cuban military and police 
officers working in Ven-
ezuela were killed in the 
raid. White House deputy 
chief of staff Stephen Mill-
er on Monday said U.S. of-
ficials believe that the Cu-
ban government, which 
provided Maduro with se-
curity protection in Cara-
cas, was undercounting 
the death toll of its person-
nel.

The U.S. has said some 
of the nearly 200 U.S. per-
sonnel who took part in 
the operation were injured 
but none were killed. The 
Pentagon has not provided 
any details about the in-
juries despite multiple in-
quiries over several days.

A video tribute to the 
slain Venezuelan security 
officials posted to the mil-
itary’s Instagram features 
faces of the fallen over 
black-and-white videos of 
soldiers, American aircraft 
flying over Caracas and ar-
mored vehicles destroyed 
by the blasts.

“Their spilled blood 
does not cry out for ven-
geance, but for justice 
and strength,” the military 
wrote in an Instagram post. 
“It reaffirms our unwaver-
ing oath not to rest until we 
rescue our legitimate Pres-
ident, completely disman-
tle the terrorist groups op-
erating from abroad, and 
ensure that events such as 
these never again sully our 
sovereign soil.”

President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday pushed 
back against Democratic 
criticism of this weekend’s 
military operation, noting 
that his Democratic prede-
cessor Joe Biden had also 
called for the arrest of the 
Venezuelan leader on drug 
trafficking charges.

Trump in remarks be-
fore a House Republi-
can retreat in Washington 
grumbled that Democrats 
were not giving him cred-
it for a successful military 
operation, even though 
there was bipartisan agree-
ment that Maduro was not 
the rightful president of 
Venezuela.

In 2020, Maduro was in-
dicted in the United States, 
accused in a decades-long 
narco-terrorism and in-
ternational cocaine traf-
ficking conspiracy. White 
House officials have not-
ed that Biden’s adminis-
tration in his final days 
in office last year raised 
the award for information 
leading to Maduro’s arrest 
after he assumed a third 
term in office despite ev-
idence suggesting that he 
lost Venezuela’s most re-
cent election. The Trump 
administration doubled 
the award to $50 million in 
August.

“You know, at some 
point, they should say, 
‘You know, you did a great 
job. Thank you. Congrat-
ulations.’ Wouldn’t it be 
good?” Trump said. “I 
would say that if they did 
a good job, their philos-
ophies are so different. 
But if they did a good job, 
I’d be happy for the coun-
try. They’ve been after this 
guy for years and years and 
years.”

At least 24 
Venezuelan 
officers killed 
in Maduro 
operation


