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Ronald S. Billings
Ronald Samuel Billings, 

age 85, of Frederick passed 
away peacefully at his home 
surrounded by his family.

Born November 1, 1940 in 
Washington, DC, he was the 
son of the late Samuel Clark 
Billings and Lucille Frances 
Pemberton Billings. He was 
the beloved husband of Ann 
Knoch Billings, his wife of 60 
years.

Also surviving are his chil-
dren and spouses, Corrine J. 
and Anthony W. McWilliams 
and Jeffrey P. and Andrea 
Francesconi Billings; grand-
children and spouses, Daniel 
and Casey McWilliams, Bry-
an and Tori Billings, Elizabeth 
and Chris Hiden, Adrian-
na Billings; and great-grand-
children, Jacob and Joshua 
Hiden, Hudson Billings and 
Piper Hiden.

Ronald was a graduate 
of Montgomery Blair High 
School and met his wife Ann 
at Wheaton High. He was an 
avid ice skater, competing at 
the semi-professional level 
and winning many awards. 
His strengths were precision 
skating and figure skating. He 
skated well into his 50s.

He was formerly em-
ployed by three different or-
ganizations, working simul-
taneously: American Type 
Culture Collection, Mont-
gomery County Public 
Schools, and Black Hawk Se-
curity, and retired in 2002.

He attended Libertytown 

United Methodist Church 
with his daughter’s family. 
In addition to his love for ice 
skating, he enjoyed watch-
ing old movies and bragging 
about his grandchildren.

A visitation will be held at 
Hartzler Funeral Home-Lib-
ertytown, 11802 Liberty Rd., 
Frederick on Friday, De-
cember 19 from 9:30 a.m to 
11 a.m. A funeral service will 
be held at 11 a.m. at the fu-
neral home, officiated by Pas-
tor Jeff Childs. Interment will 
be in Park Lawn Memorial 
Park, Rockville at 1 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, 502 Washington 
Ave suite 300, Towson, MD 
21204 or American Diabetes 
Association, P.O. Box 7023, 
Merrifield, VA 22116-7023.

Leave a message or mem-
ory on his “tribute wall” at 
hartzlerfuneralhome.com.
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DEATH NOTICES

Eleanor Loretta Long
Eleanor Loretta Long, 

born November 26, 1937, 
passed away Wednes-
day, December 10, 2025 
at Frederick Health Hos-
pital surrounded by her 
loved ones.

Eleanor was born in 
the borough of the Bronx, 
in New York City. She was 
the daughter of the late 
Joseph and Agnes Nixon.

In addition to her par-
ents she was preceded in 
death by her sisters, Ma-
bel, Joan, Patricia and 
her brothers, Joseph, 
Richie, and Johnny.

Eleanor met and mar-
ried Wayne E. Long in 
New York. They recent-
ly celebrated their 63rd 
wedding anniversary. El-
eanor was a long-time 
resident of Braddock 
Heights, where she and 
Wayne raised three sons- 
Michael (Tammy), Pat-
rick (Lisa) and Christo-
pher (Marilyn). She was 
devoted to her grandchil-
dren, Shaun (Kate), Ty-
ler (Samantha), Ashlyn 
(Taylor) and Matthew. 
She was also blessed 
with five great-grand-
children- Lincoln, Daw-
son, Henry, Shelley, and 
Darby.

The private service 

for Eleanor was held at 
Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Sunday, December 14, 
2025 and her final resting 
place will be at Mt. Oliv-
et, both in Frederick.

Eleanor requested 
that in lieu of flowers, do-
nations be made to St. Ju-
de’s Children’s Hospital.

The family plans to 
hold a celebration of life 
in the spring of 2026.

Expressions of sympa-
thy may be offered to the 
family at StaufferFuner-
alHome.com.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

Harold A. Webber, Jr. “Bubby”
Harold Arnold Webber, Jr. 

“Bubby,” 79, of Broad Run, 
Maryland, died peacefully, 
surrounded by his family at 
Doey’s House in Hagerstown, 
MD. He went to be with the 
Lord on Saturday, December 
13, 2025 after a courageous 
battle with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 
disease). He was the beloved 
husband of Sheila (Huffer) 
Webber for nearly 59 years. 
Born August 23, 1946 in Fred-
erick, Maryland, he was the 
oldest child of the late Harold 
Arnold Webber, Sr. and Mary 
(Linck) Webber. He was pre-
ceded in death by his broth-
er Leonard Earlen Webber, Sr.

In addition to his wife, 
he is survived by his three 
daughters: Valerie Roosa 
(Keith) of Sparta, Wiscon-
sin; Vickie Green (Bryan) 
of Williamsport, Maryland; 
and Veronica Smith (Riku) of 
Hagerstown, Maryland. A de-
voted father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather, he leaves 
behind his grandchildren: 
Roger, Victoria (Robert), and 
Vanessa; Jessica (Footney) 
and Jenna (Dave); and Levi 
(Bethany) and Harry (short 
for Harold, named after his 
grandfather and best bud-
dy) and great-grandchildren: 
Austin, Ryleigh, Koralynn, 
Wyatt, Keegan, and Bryce. He 
is also survived by his sister, 
Gloria Jean (Webber) Rohrer 
of Frederick, Maryland, as 
well as several nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.

Bubby retired from his 
home improvement busi-
ness, She-Bub Construction 
and Painting, in December 
2021 after 40 years of be-
ing self-employed. Prior to 
this, he spent 12 years work-
ing nights for Safeway gro-
cery stores. A veteran of the 
United States Army, he was 
a lifetime member of Am-
vets Post #9 in Middletown, 
Maryland. Bubby was also a 
50-year member, past-pres-
ident, and 2022 Man of the 
Year of the Burkittsville Ru-
ritan Club where he spent 
many years helping with 
carnivals, country butcher-
ing, and ham preparation for 
countless members of the 
community. He was also an 
active member of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Burkitts-
ville where he served on the 
church council and property 
committee. Prior to becom-
ing a member of St. Paul’s, 

he was an active member 
of Zion Lutheran Church in 
Middletown.

An avid hunter and fish-
erman, Bubby loved to trav-
el, especially going on cruis-
es with his wife. However, 
his favorite place to visit was 
his beach place in Fenwick 
Island, Delaware where he 
could often be found sitting 
on the screened-in porch he 
built.

The family will receive 
friends on Thursday, De-
cember 18 from 2 p.m. to 
4 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at Stauffer Funeral Home in 
Brunswick, Maryland. Fu-
neral services will be held at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Burkittsville, Maryland on 
Friday, December 19 start-
ing at 11 a.m. The Rever-
end Veronica Webber Smith 
and The Reverend Kimberly 
Nunberg-Wadel will co-of-
ficiate the service. A pri-
vate interment will be held 
at Zion Lutheran Cemetery 
in Middletown, Maryland at 
a later date. Honorary pall-
bearers will be good friends 
Wayne and Holly Leather-
man, Tim Twigg, Dixie Les-
calleet, and Gary Shafer.

In lieu of flowers me-
morial contributions may 
be made to St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church, 5 E. Main 
St., Burkittsville, Mary-
land 21718; and Hospice of 
Washington County (Do-
ey’s House), 11370 Caring 
Path Lane, Hagerstown, MD 
21740.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Notice to our readers
Obituaries are paid announcements.
The Frederick News-Post is not responsible for content.
All obituaries must be verified by the funeral home or the legal 

instititution of record prior to placement.
All obituaries should be submitted to us through Memoriams.

com. The deadline for submitting and changes is 3 p.m. If you are 
submitting from a funeral home, please go to memoriams.com. If 
you are a private party individual, please use this link: https://legacy.
memoriams.com/network/FrederickNews-Post/Obituaries. 

For questions, please contact the obituaries desk Monday-Friday 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 301-662-1162.

The Frederick News-Post reserves the right to make any 
grammatical changes as necessary.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Anthony Geary, who 
rose to fame in the 1970s 
and ‘80s as half the day-
time TV super couple 
Luke and Laura on “Gen-
eral Hospital,” has died. 
He was 78.

“We are deeply sad-
dened by the passing of 
Anthony Geary, whose 
portrayal of Luke Spen-
cer helped define Gener-
al Hospital and daytime 
television,” ABC said in a 
statement confirming his 
death.

Geary died Sunday in 
Amsterdam of complica-
tions from a surgical pro-
cedure three days prior.

“The entire ‘General 
Hospital’ family is heart-
broken over the news of 
Tony Geary’s passing,” 
Frank Valentini, executive 
producer of the ABC show, 
said in a statement Mon-
day. “Tony was a brilliant 
actor and set the bar that 
we continue to strive for.”

In a career spanning 
more than 40 years, Geary 
earned eight Daytime 
Emmy awards as Luke 
Spencer after joining the 

soap in 1978. Luke’s pair-
ing with Genie Francis’ 
Laura Webber Baldwin 
(as she was known at the 
time) propelled the two 
onto magazine covers and 
into the cultural main-
stream.

The 1981 wedding of 
Luke and Laura was a pop 
culture phenom done in 
two parts, drawing guest 
appearances that includ-
ed Elizabeth Taylor. A re-
cord 30 million viewers 
watched.

“He was a powerhouse 
as an actor. Shoulder to 
shoulder with the greats. 
No star burned brighter 
than Tony Geary. He was 
one of a kind. As an artist, 
he was filled with a pas-
sion for the truth, no mat-
ter how blunt, or even a 
little rude it might be, but 
always hilariously fun-
ny,” Francis said in a state-
ment.

In addition to his role as 
Luke, Geary had numer-
ous TV and stage credits, 
including stints on oth-
er soaps: “The Young and 
the Restless” and “Bright 
Promise.” Geary played 
Luke on and off until 2015, 

though he returned for a 
cameo in 2017.

He lived a quiet life 
with husband Claudio 
Gama in Amsterdam.

In a 1993 interview, 
Geary spoke of the many 
highs and lows of playing 
Luke.

“I felt like I had to be 
Luke 24 hours a day or 
people would be disap-
pointed,” he said. “As far 
as I’m concerned, they 
are mythic creatures. They 
come from two sides of 
the universe together and 
have a mutual connection, 
which is basically lust and 
appreciation for individu-
ality. They love the eccen-
tricity in each other.”

Geary’s Luke began as 
a small-time hitman re-
cruited to dismantle the 
relationship of Laura and 
her first husband, Scotty 
Baldwin. Their story arc 
turned darker when Luke 
sexually assaulted Lau-
ra. The assault led to a re-
demption trail for Luke, 
who evolved into a hero 
and even served as mayor 
of the show’s small town, 
Port Charles.

“He was not created 

to be a heroic character,” 
Geary told ABC’s “Night-
line” in 2015. “He was cre-
ated to be an anti-hero, 
and I have treasured the 
anti-side of the hero and 
pushed it for a long time. 
... He’s not a white hat or 
a black hat, he’s all shades 
of grey. And that has been 
the saving grace of playing 
him all these years.”

Geary was born to Mor-
mon parents in Coalville, 
Utah. He was discovered 
while attending the Uni-
versity of Utah and per-
forming on stage. He 
joined a touring company 
of “The Subject was Ros-
es,” which brought him to 
Los Angeles.

Over the years, he ap-
peared frequently in stage 
productions alongside his 
screen work.

Geary’s first appear-
ance on TV was as Tom 
Whalom on an episode of 
“Room 222.” He went on to 
appear in “All in the Fami-
ly,” “The Partridge Family,” 
“The Mod Squad,” “Mar-
cus Welby, M.D.,” “The 
Streets of San Francisco” 
and “Barnaby Jones.”

‘General Hospital’ star of Luke 
and Laura fame has died at 78

AP

Anthony Geary accepts the award for outstanding lead actor in a drama series, for his work on “General Hospital,” at the 
33rd Annual Daytime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on April 28, 2006.

Eleanor Loretta Long, 
of Braddock Heights, died 
Wednesday, Dec. 10. Ar-
rangements are by Stauffer 
Funeral Home, Frederick.

Harold A. Webber Jr. 
“Bubby”, of Broad Run, died 
Saturday, Dec. 13. Arrange-
ments are by Stauffer Funer-
al Home, Brunswick.

By STEVE REED 
Associated Press

Steve Taneyhill, a re-
cord-setting quarterback for 
the South Carolina Game-
cocks best known for his dis-
tinct long-flowing mullet 
and his homerun swing after 
touchdown passes, has died. 
He was 52.

The South Carolina ath-
letic department confirmed 
Monday through a close 
friend of Taneyhill’s that he 
died overnight in his sleep. 
No cause of death was pro-
vided.

Taneyhill led South Caro-
lina to its first bowl victory in 
program history as a junior in 
1994, defeating West Virginia 
in the Carquest Bowl.

Taneyhill, from Altoona, 
Pennsylvania, set school ca-
reer records with 753 comple-
tions and 62 passing touch-
downs and was second with 
8,782 passing yards and sev-

enth with a 60.5 completion 
percentage, according to the 
school. He was inducted into 
the South Carolina Athletics 
Hall of Fame in 2006.

In four seasons, Taneyhill 
had eight 300-yard passing 
games including six during 
his senior season. He finished 
his career with the two high-
est passing yardage games, 
and three of the top four 
games, in school history: 471 
yards vs. Mississippi State in 
1995, 451 yards vs. East Car-
olina in 1994 and 405 yards 
against Georgia in 1995.

Taneyhill was signed as an 
undrafted free agent by the 
Jacksonville Jaguars in 1997, 
but was released in the pre-
season and never played in 
the NFL.

He coached high school 
football and led Chesterfield 
High to the South Caroli-
na state championship three 
straight seasons from 2007-
09.

Former South 
Carolina standout 
quarterback Steve 
Taneyhill dies at 52


