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By MATT COHEN
The Washington Post

Sometimes, the 22-year-old finds 
a moment for video games.

He likes “MLB: The Show,” fitting-
ly. He grew up using retro teams and 
mashing the controller buttons as he 
swung as Ken Griffey Jr., Mike Trout 
and Shohei Ohtani. Now, 29 games 
into his big league career, he is play-
ing as himself.

Washington Nationals right field-
er Daylen Lile said being a playable 
character is a dream turned into real-
ity. If anything, he’d just make a few 
changes to his rating.

“They knocked my power a little 
bit,” Lile said. “But we’ll get there.”

His character’s attributes should 
improve soon, given what the re-
al-life Lile has been doing at the plate.

After struggling in his first call up 
to Washington, Lile went back to the 
minor leagues and regained his com-
posure. Nationals coaches say Lile 
has among the best plate discipline 
of the organization’s young play-
ers, but it didn’t show up in his first 

By TAYLOR LYONS 
The Baltimore Sun

BALTIMORE — Tomoyuki Sugano’s 
outing started with a two-run first inning 
in which his offerings exploded off the 
bats of Mets hitters. More of the same for 
the veteran right-hander who was limping 
into the second half after a difficult past 
six weeks, it appeared. But his start end-
ed with a quick sixth inning that brought 
those who returned for the rescheduled 
game to their feet as 
Sugano trotted off the 
mound.

Those same New 
York batters who 
pounced on Suga-
no early pummeled 
pitch after pitch into 
the Camden Yards dirt 
or tapped them weakly into the sky. The 
right-hander controlled Thursday’s night-
cap, originally scheduled for Wednesday 
but moved because of thunderstorms, as 
the game went on in what will likely be his 
final outing of the season’s first half.

Sugano’s efforts, plus another offen-
sive outburst, produced a 7-3 Orioles win 
over the Mets on Thursday to cap a dou-
bleheader sweep, Baltimore’s first since 
June 2016, and another series victory, the 
club’s second in a row and third of its past 
four.

It’s the first time the Orioles are eight 
games under .500 since May 6, when 
Brandon Hyde was still managing the 
club.

March Madness expansion 
to 72 or 76 teams floated
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LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL

 District 2 Tournament: Montgomery County-Upper 15, Brunswick 5 (5 innings)

LEGION BASEBALL

 FSK Post 11 6,  
Brunswick Post 96 5

By MATT WEYRICH 
Baltimore Sun

It was an offer the Orioles thought was 
too good to pass up.

Baltimore traded right-handed reliev-
er Bryan Baker to the Tampa Bay Rays 
on Thursday for a Competitive Balance 
Round A pick, No. 37 overall, in the up-
coming MLB draft. The deal gives the 
club seven of the top 93 selections and 
four of the top 37 in 
the draft, which be-
gins Sunday with 
Rounds 1-3 and 
continues Monday 
with Rounds 4-20.

“Tampa had 
their eye on him 
and made what we 
felt was a very direct 
and aggressive of-
fer, and we viewed 
it as an opportuni-
ty,” executive vice 
president and gen-
eral manager Mike Elias said Thursday at 
Camden Yards. “We’re sad to see Bryan 
go. This guy was a warrior here and had 
some big, big moments. A lot of passion. 
I wish him very well going forward, but 
it’s a move that we felt like was in the best 
interest of the organization overall.”

The Orioles also acquired the 
$2,631,400 slot value for the pick, giv-
ing them the largest bonus pool in the 
draft at $19,144,500 and more flexi-
bility to sign players who might have 

O’s send reliever 
Baker to Rays 
for draft pick

Baker

ON THE WEB
 View a slide show from the game:  

fredericknewspost.com/sports

 INSIDE: Cardinals beat  
Nationals 8-1, page B3

Composure leads to hitting streak for Nats’ Lile

Lile

Sugano 
helps O’s 
sweep 
twinbill
Baltimore wins both, 
takes series from Mets

UP NEXT
 What: Marlins 

at Orioles 
 When: 7 p.m. 
 TV: MASN

Staff photos by Ric Dugan

ABOVE: Brunswick’s Brenden McGann climbs the fence in an effort to rob a Montgomery County Little League-Upper home run in 
Thursday’s District 2 Tournament game in Brunswick. BELOW: Brunswick’s Brayden Mobley, left, tags out Reeve Johnson at home plate.

By BILL CAULEY
Special to the News-Post

BRUNSWICK — For two innings, 
Brunswick’s 10-12 Little League all-star 
team thought it would be able to hang with 
Montgomery County Little League-Upper 
in Thursday’s winners bracket final of the 
District 2 Tournament, but three home 
runs by MCLL-Upper changed all that.

Jaden Cuevas belted two home runs, 
good enough for three RBIs. Teammate 
Dylan Holahan had a three-run blast.

Those three clouts set up what wound 
up being a run-rule game, with MCLL-Up-
per defeating Brunswick 15-5 (five in-

nings) and forcing Brunswick to host an 
elimination-round game at 6 p.m. Friday 
against MCLL-Lower.

“I mean, Upper Montgomery is a real-
ly good team,” Brunswick manager Cory 
Rhodes said. “They are a fundamen-
tally sound team, both offensively and 

By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

BRUNSWICK — Facing a 3-1 
count — among the most ad-
vantageous to a hitter — Francis 
Scott Key Post 11 center fielder 
Brandon Yowell made up his 
mind.

He wasn’t going to swing un-
less the pitch was right down 

the middle.
Yowell relayed that to 

first-year manager Jason 
Waguespack in a brief meeting 
at the third base coach’s box, 
and Waguespack agreed. With 
the bases loaded and two outs 
in the seventh inning of a tie 
game, his approach was win-
win.

If the pitch was a strike, he’d 
get another chance to be the 
hero. But if it was off the plate, 
Yowell would take the free pass 

and the walk-off.
So, Yowell did as he planned. 

And the pitch zipped low and 
outside.

The umpire signaled to first 
base, and Post 11’s 6-5 victory 
over Brunswick Post 96 became 
official when Yowell trotted 90 
feet and catcher Cam Vachon 
crossed home plate.

“I was just gonna look for 
balls, as bad as it sounds,” Yow-
ell said. “Just trying to get on 
base any way I could. And if that 

pitch was [over the middle], try 
and hit it hard somewhere.”

That was the theme for much 
of Thursday afternoon at Bruns-
wick High, as the two squads 
completed a game that was 
suspended in the first inning 
Wednesday by thunderstorms.

Following the resump-
tion, the teams managed just 
one run-scoring base hit: Post 
96 first baseman Judah Purks’ 

UPPER GOES DEEP
Montgomery County team’s homers send Brunswick to elimination game

(See SWEEP B2)

(See DEEP B2)

Post 11 prevails on Yowell’s walk-off walk

(See WALK B2)

(See LILE B3) (See BAKER B2)
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American League
East Division
 W L Pct GB
Toronto 54 39 .581 —
New York 52 41 .559 2
Tampa Bay 50 44 .532 4½
Boston 50 45 .526 5
Baltimore 42 50 .457 11½
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Detroit 59 35 .628 —
Kansas City 46 48 .489 13
Minnesota 45 48 .484 13½
Cleveland 43 48 .473 14½
Chicago 31 62 .333 27½
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 55 38 .591 —
Seattle 48 45 .516 7
Los Angeles 45 47 .489 9½
Texas 45 48 .484 10
Athletics 38 56 .404 17½
Wednesday’s Games

Chicago White Sox 2, Toronto 1
Tampa Bay 7, Detroit 3
Boston 10, Colorado 2
N.Y. Yankees 9, Seattle 6
Minnesota 4, Chicago Cubs 2
Kansas City 4, Pittsburgh 3
Cleveland 4, Houston 2
Atlanta 9, Athletics 2
L.A. Angels 11, Texas 8
N.Y. Mets at Baltimore, ppd.

Thursday’s Games
Baltimore 3, N.Y. Mets 1, 1st game
Chicago Cubs 8, Minnesota 1
Baltimore 7, N.Y. Mets 3, 2nd game
Boston 4, Tampa Bay 3
N.Y. Yankees 6, Seattle 5, 10 innings
Atlanta at Athletics, late
Texas at L.A. Angels, late
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox, ppd.

Friday’s Games
Cleveland (Allen 5-7) at Chicago White Sox 

(Smith 3-7), 3:10 p.m., 1st game
Chicago Cubs (Flexen 5-0) at N.Y. Yankees 

(Rodón 9-6), 7:05 p.m.
Miami (Cabrera 3-3) at Baltimore (Kremer 7-7), 

7:05 p.m.
Seattle (Castillo 5-5) at Detroit (Skubal 10-2), 

7:10 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Rasmussen 7-5) at Boston (Dobbins 

4-1), 7:10 p.m.
Cleveland (Williams 5-4) at Chicago White Sox 

(Cannon 3-7), 8:10 p.m., 2nd game
N.Y. Mets (Senga 7-3) at Kansas City (Wacha 

4-9), 8:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Skenes 4-7) at Minnesota (Ryan 

8-4), 8:10 p.m.
Texas (Leiter 4-6) at Houston (McCullers 2-3), 

8:10 p.m.
Arizona (Nelson 5-2) at L.A. Angels (Anderson 

2-6), 9:38 p.m.
Toronto (Scherzer 0-0) at Athletics (Severino 

2-10), 10:05 p.m.

First game

Orioles 3, Mets 1

New York      Baltimore     
 ab r h bi   ab r h bi 
Nimmo lf 4 0 1 0  Holliday 2b 3 0 1 0 
Lindor ss 3 0 1 0  Westburg dh 3 0 1 0 
J.Soto rf 3 0 0 0  Laureano lf-rf 3 0 1 1 
Alonso 1b 4 0 0 0  O’Neill rf 3 0 0 0 
Winker dh 1 0 0 0  Mullins pr-cf 0 0 0 0 
Vientos ph-dh 3 0 2 0  Urías 3b 4 0 0 0 
Mauricio 3b 4 0 0 0  Cowser cf-lf 3 1 1 0 
Acuña 2b 0 0 0 0  Vázquez ss 2 0 0 0 
Torrens c 4 0 0 0  Henderson ph-ss 1 1 1 2 
Baty 2b-3b 3 1 0 0  Mayo 1b 2 0 0 0 
Taylor cf 3 0 1 1  O’Hearn ph-1b 0 1 0 0 
McNeil ph 1 0 0 0  Stallings c 3 0 1 0 
Totals 33 1 5 1  Totals 27 3 6 3 
New York 000 010 000 — 1

Baltimore 000 000 03x — 3
E—Holliday (6). LOB—New York 8, Baltimore 5. 
2B—Taylor (12), Vientos (9). HR—Henderson (11). 
SB—Baty (4). SF—Laureano (3).
 IP  H R ER BB SO
New York       
Peterson 7  5 1 1 0 6
Stanek L,2-5 BS,1-5  2-3 1 2 2 4 0
Warren  1-3 0 0 0 0 0
Baltimore       
Morton 6  4 1 1 3 4
Wolfram W,1-0 2  1 0 0 0 4
Bautista S,18-19 1  0 0 0 0 0

Peterson pitched to 1 batter in the 8th.
T—2:34. A—25,262 (45,971).

Second game

Orioles 7, Mets 3

New York      Baltimore     
 ab r h bi   ab r h bi 
Nimmo lf 4 1 2 0  Holliday dh 5 0 0 0 
Lindor ss 4 1 1 0  Westburg 2b 5 2 1 3 
J.Soto rf 2 1 0 1  Henderson ss 5 1 3 0 
Alonso 1b 3 0 0 1  O’Hearn 1b 2 0 0 0 
McNeil cf 3 0 1 0  Laureano rf 3 1 0 1 
Vientos dh 4 0 0 0  Cowser lf 4 0 1 1 
Baty 3b 3 0 1 1  Urías 3b 4 0 0 0 
Acuña 2b 3 0 0 0  Mullins cf 4 1 2 0 
Mauricio ph 1 0 0 0  Jackson c 4 2 2 1 
Senger c 3 0 0 0       
Torrens ph 1 0 0 0       
Totals 31 3 5 3  Totals 36 7 9 6 

New York 200 100 000 — 3
Baltimore 030 022 00x — 7
E—Baty (6). LOB—New York 6, Baltimore 8. 2B—
Lindor (18), Henderson (18), Mullins (14), Jackson 
2 (2). HR—Westburg (10). SB—J.Soto (11), Mullins 
(12), Nimmo (10), Laureano (4). SF—Alonso (4).
 IP  H R ER BB SO
New York       
Waddell 3  4 3 3 1 2
Hagenman L,0-1 2  4 3 2 1 3
Lovelady  1-3 1 1 1 1 0
Garcia 2 2-3 0 0 0 0 1
Baltimore       
Sugano W,7-5 6  4 3 3 3 2
Kittredge 1  0 0 0 0 1
G.Soto 1  0 0 0 0 1
Domínguez 1  1 0 0 1 2

Hagenman pitched to 1 batter in the 6th.
T—2:35. A—17,961 (45,971).

National League
East Division
 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 54 39 .581 —
New York 53 41 .564 1½
Miami 42 50 .457 11½
Atlanta 40 51 .440 13
Washington 38 55 .409 16
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 55 38 .591 —
Milwaukee 53 40 .570 2
St. Louis 50 44 .532 5½
Cincinnati 48 46 .511 7½
Pittsburgh 38 56 .404 17½
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 56 38 .596 —
San Francisco 51 43 .543 5
San Diego 49 43 .533 6
Arizona 46 47 .495 9½
Colorado 21 72 .226 34½
Wednesday’s Games

Milwaukee 3, L.A. Dodgers 2, 10 innings
Philadelphia 13, San Francisco 0
Boston 10, Colorado 2
Cincinnati 7, Miami 2
Minnesota 4, Chicago Cubs 2
Washington 8, St. Louis 2
Kansas City 4, Pittsburgh 3
Arizona 8, San Diego 2
Atlanta 9, Athletics 2
N.Y. Mets at Baltimore, ppd.

Thursday’s Games
Baltimore 3, N.Y. Mets 1, 1st game
Chicago Cubs 8, Minnesota 1
Baltimore 7, N.Y. Mets 3, 2nd game
Cincinnati 6, Miami 0
St. Louis 8, Washington 1
Atlanta at Athletics, late
Arizona at San Diego, late

Friday’s Games
Chicago Cubs (Flexen 5-0) at N.Y. Yankees 

(Rodón 9-6), 7:05 p.m.
Miami (Cabrera 3-3) at Baltimore (Kremer 7-7), 

7:05 p.m.
Colorado (Márquez 3-10) at Cincinnati (Burns 

0-1), 7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Mets (Senga 7-3) at Kansas City (Wacha 

4-9), 8:10 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Skenes 4-7) at Minnesota (Ryan 

8-4), 8:10 p.m.
Washington (Parker 5-9) at Milwaukee (Priester 

6-2), 8:10 p.m.
Atlanta (Holmes 4-8) at St. Louis (Liberatore 

6-6), 8:15 p.m.
Arizona (Nelson 5-2) at L.A. Angels (Anderson 

2-6), 9:38 p.m.
Philadelphia (Suárez 7-2) at San Diego (Bergert 

1-0), 9:40 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (May 5-5) at San Francisco (Webb 

8-6), 10:15 p.m.

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
New York 13 6 .684 —
Atlanta 12 7 .632 1
Washington 10 10 .500 3½
Indiana 9 10 .474 4
Chicago 6 13 .316 7
Connecticut 3 16 .158 10
WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 18 3 .857 —
Phoenix 14 6 .700 3½
Seattle 12 8 .600 5½
Golden State 10 9 .526 7
Las Vegas 9 11 .450 8½
Los Angeles 6 14 .300 11½
Dallas 6 15 .286 12
Wednesday’s Games

Connecticut 93, Seattle 83
Golden State 80, Indiana 61
Phoenix 79, Minnesota 71
Chicago 87, Dallas 76

Thursday’s Games
Minnesota 91, Los Angeles 82
Washington 70, Las Vegas 68

Friday’s Games
Atlanta at Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
Connecticut at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Minnesota at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Golden State at Las Vegas, 4 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Dallas at Indiana, 1 p.m.
Atlanta at New York, 3 p.m.
Connecticut at Los Angeles, 6 p.m.
Washington at Seattle, 6 p.m.

MLS
Western Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
San Diego FC 12 6 3 39 44 29
Vancouver 11 4 5 38 35 22
Minnesota United 10 4 7 37 35 24
Portland 9 5 6 33 30 28
Seattle 8 6 6 30 28 26
Los Angeles FC 8 5 5 29 33 24
San Jose 7 7 7 28 41 33
Houston 7 9 5 26 29 34
Austin FC 7 8 5 26 15 23
Colorado 7 10 5 26 24 33
Sporting Kansas City 6 10 5 23 33 38
Real Salt Lake 6 10 4 22 22 28
FC Dallas 5 9 6 21 27 37
St Louis City 3 12 6 15 21 34
LA Galaxy 2 13 6 12 22 42
Eastern Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
Cincinnati 13 5 3 42 33 27
Nashville 12 4 5 41 37 23
Philadelphia 12 5 4 40 35 21
Columbus 10 3 8 38 34 27
Inter Miami CF 10 3 5 35 42 29
Orlando City 9 5 7 34 39 28
New York City FC 9 7 4 31 27 22
New York 8 7 6 30 33 25
Chicago 8 8 4 28 39 36
Charlotte FC 8 11 2 26 34 36
New England 6 8 6 24 26 25
D.C. United 4 10 7 19 17 39
Atlanta 4 10 6 18 22 37
Toronto FC 4 11 5 17 23 28
CF Montréal 3 13 5 14 18 40
NOTE: Three points for victory, one point for tie.
Wednesday, July 9

Miami 2, New England 1
Los Angeles FC 3, Colorado 0

Saturday, July 12
New York City FC at Charlotte FC, 7:30 p.m.
Columbus at Cincinnati, 7:30 p.m.
Nashville at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
CF Montréal at Orlando City, 7:30 p.m.
New York at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Toronto FC, 7:30 p.m.
New England at Austin FC, 8:30 p.m.
San Diego FC at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Seattle at Sporting Kansas City, 8:30 p.m.
San Jose at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.
Vancouver at Colorado, 9:30 p.m.
Houston at Real Salt Lake, 9:30 p.m.
D.C. United at LA Galaxy, 10:30 p.m.
FC Dallas at Los Angeles FC, 10:30 p.m.

Sunday, July 13
Portland at St Louis City, 7 p.m.

Golf
Through July 7
FedExCup Season Points

1, Scottie Scheffler, 3,976. 2, Rory McIlroy, 
2,974. 3, Sepp Straka, 2,493. 4, Russell Henley, 
2,246. 5, Justin Thomas, 2,222. 

Major League Baseball

TODAY
AUTO RACING
2:30 p.m.

FS2 — Indy NXT Series: Practice, Iowa Speedway
3:30 p.m., 4:30 p.m.

FS2 — NTT IndyCar Series: Practice, Iowa 
Speedway
6:30 p.m.

FS2 — Indy NXT Series: Qualifying, Iowa 
Speedway
BEACH VOLLEYBALL
10 p.m.

CBSSN — AVP League: Week 5 — Day 1, Los 
Angeles
COLLEGE BASEBALL
7 p.m.

MLBN — HBCU Swingman Classic: National 
League vs. American League, Atlanta
CYCLING
6 a.m.

PEACOCK — UCI: The Tour de France, Stage 7
6:30 a.m. (Saturday)

PEACOCK — UCI: The Tour de France, Stage 8
GOLF
6 a.m.

GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Amundi Evian Champi-
onship, Second Round, Evian Resort Golf Club
7 a.m.

FS2 — LIV Golf League: First Round, Valderrama 
Golf Club
10 a.m.

FS1 — LIV Golf League: First Round, Valderrama 
Golf Club
11 a.m.

GOLF — DP World/PGA Tour: The Genesis Scot-
tish Open, Second Round, The Renaissance Club
2 p.m.

GOLF — PGA Tour Champions: The DICK’S Open, 

First Round, En-Joie Golf Club
4 p.m.

GOLF — DP World/PGA Tour: The ISCO Champi-
onship, Second Round, Hurstbourne Country Club
8 p.m.

GOLF — American Century Championship: First 
Round, Edgewood Tahoe Resort (Taped)
4 a.m. (Saturday)

GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Amundi Evian Champi-
onship, Third Round, Evian Resort Golf Club
LACROSSE (MEN’S)
7 p.m.

ESPN2 — PLL: New York vs. Boston, Chicago
MLB
7:10 p.m.

APPLE TV+ — Seattle at Detroit
MASN — Miami at Baltimore

8 p.m.
MASN 2 — Washington at Milwaukee

9:35 p.m.
APPLE TV+ — Arizona at L.A. Angels

10 p.m.
MLBN — Regional Coverage: Philadelphia at 

San Diego (9:40 p.m.) OR L.A. Dodgers at San 
Francisco (10:15 p.m.)
NBA
4 p.m.

NBATV — Summer League: Memphis vs. Boston
4:30 p.m.

ESPN2 — Summer League: Atlanta vs. Miami
6 p.m.

NBATV — Summer League: New York vs. Detroit
7 p.m.

ESPN — Summer League: Utah vs. Charlotte
8 p.m.

NBATV — Summer League: Chicago vs. Toronto
9 p.m.

ESPN — Summer League: Washington vs. 

Phoenix
10 p.m.

NBATV — Summer League: L.A. Clippers vs. 
Houston
11 p.m.

ESPN2 — Summer League: Portland vs. Golden 
State
SOCCER (MEN’S)
5:30 a.m.

CBSSN — Club Friendly: Wrexham AFC at 
Melbourne Victory
9 p.m.

ESPN2 — USL Championship: Orange County at 
Monterey Bay
10:55 p.m.

FS1 — Liga MX: Club America at Juarez
SOCCER (WOMEN’S)
3 p.m.

FOX — UEFA Euro 2025 Championship Group 
Stage: Italy vs. Spain, Group B

FS1 — UEFA Euro 2025 Championship Group 
Stage: Portugal vs. Belgium, Group B
7:55 p.m.

FS1 — Conmebol Copa America Group Stage: 
Ecuador vs. Uruguay, Group A
SOFTBALL
7 p.m.

ESPNU — Athletes Unlimited: Bandits vs. Talons
TENNIS
8 a.m.

ESPN — ATP: Wimbledon, Semifinals, London
11 a.m.

TENNIS — Newport-ATP/WTA Quarterfinals
WNBA
7:30 p.m.

ION — Atlanta at Indiana
10 p.m.

ION — Connecticut at Seattle

TV Sports

By EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

The committees for 
men’s and women’s Divi-
sion I basketball met this 
week to discuss possible ex-
pansion of the March Mad-
ness tournaments, but 
made no immediate deci-
sions or recommendations.

“The still viable outcomes 
include the tournaments re-
maining at 68 teams or ex-
panding the fields to either 
72 or 76 teams in advance 
of the 2026 or 2027 cham-
pionships,” Dan Gavitt, the 
NCAA senior vice president 
of basketball, said in a state-
ment Thursday.

The idea of expanding 
the tournament picked up 
steam in the spring when 
NCAA President Charlie 
Baker said it could add val-
ue and that he’d like to see 
the issue resolved in the 
next few months.

He said the NCAA has 
had “good conversations” 

with TV partners CBS and 
Warner Bros., whose deal 
runs through 2032 at the 
cost of around $1.1 billion a 
year. Baker also mentioned 
increasingly difficult logis-
tics involved with adding 
teams to what is now known 
as the “First Four” — a se-
ries of four games played 
on Tuesday and Wednes-
day of the first week to place 
four teams into the 64-team 
bracket.

Though there has been 
no concrete plan for how 
expansion would work, 
speculation has centered 
on bringing more at-large 
teams, likely from major 
conferences, into the 64-
team bracket. Such a move 
that would come at the ex-
pense of champions of low-
er-level conferences.

Currently, two of the 
First Four games involve 16 
seeds — teams that auto-
matically qualify by winning 
lower-ranked conferences 
— while two more involve 

at-large teams often seed-
ed 11 or 12. For instance, in 
2021, UCLA made the Final 
Four as an 11 seed that also 
played in the First Four.

“I don’t accept that that 
model just continues in the 
future,” Southeastern Con-
ference commissioner Greg 
Sankey said at league meet-
ings in May.

He used the example of 
North Carolina State ad-
vancing to the Final Four as 
an 11 seed in 2023 as how 
bubble teams from big con-
ferences can make long runs 
in the tournament.

“You could go ask my 
colleagues in the [automat-
ic qualifier] conferences 
what should happen, and 
I’m certain they want that 
split to continue for life,” 
Sankey said. “But you’ve 
got some really, really good 
teams ... that I think should 
be moved into the tourna-
ment.”

Any recommendation for 
expansion would have to be 
approved by the NCAA’s Di-
vision I board, which next 
meets in August.

March Madness expansion 
to 72 or 76 teams floated
Change could come as soon as next season

The victories closed an 
eventful day for the Orioles. 
After trading reliever Bryan 
Baker to the Rays for the No. 
37 pick in Sunday’s draft, ex-
ecutive vice president and 
general manager Mike Elias 
spoke confidently about the 
direction his disappointing 
team was headed. This won’t 
be a complete teardown, he 
said, while admitting the club 
might begin focusing on po-
tential moves that help fu-
ture years at the expense of 
this one.

But, Elias also acknowl-
edged, Baltimore isn’t out of 
the playoff race yet. Thurs-
day’s wins proved such.

Sugano faced his biggest 
test in the fifth inning. Bran-
don Nimmo singled and Juan 
Soto was intentionally walked 
to put two on for Pete Alonso, 
whose 21 home runs are tied 
for the club lead with his $765 
million teammate. But for the 
seventh time of the evening, 
the right-hander induced a 
groundout to strand the pair 
and end the threat.

Sugano ended his night 
with nine outs via the ground 
ball. Twelve of his 18 outs 
came from groundouts or 
fly outs. He needed just two 

strikeouts to produce his sev-
enth quality start of the sea-
son.

The Mets started Game 
2 of the doubleheader with 
a two-run first inning. Balti-
more snatched the lead away 
with a three-run second that 
featured an Alex Jackson RBI 
double and Jordan West-
burg’s 10th home run of the 
season. The Orioles’ lead 
grew to 7-3 with two-run fifth 
and sixth innings as Suga-
no turned the game over to a 
rested bullpen — only Grant 
Wolfram and Félix Bautista 
threw in Game 1.

Andrew Kitteredge, Greg-
ory Soto and Seranthony 
Domínguez didn’t allow a 
run over the final three in-
nings.

Sugano entered Thurs-
day with a 4.44 earned run 
average, behind only Trev-
or Rogers in the Orioles’ cur-
rent rotation and best among 
Baltimore starters with more 
than five starts. He’s stayed 
true to what most expect-
ed him to be coming over 
from Japan — just 57 strike-
outs but only 19 walks in 93 
1-3 innings. He instead aims 
for weak contact with a hard-
hit rate that ranks among the 
best on the Orioles and in the 
American League.

Thursday differed from 
his recent outings and looked 
more similar to his early-sea-
son output. Sugano held a 
2.72 ERA through his first 
eight games but a 6.13 mark 
in the nine starts since. His 
up-and-down first half en-
capsulates how difficult it’s 
been for Baltimore’s rota-
tion to find cohesion and sta-
bility. As Sugano starred in 
April and May, Charlie Mor-
ton sputtered and Rogers was 
in Triple-A. Now, they’re the 
team’s top two starters while 
Sugano searches for answers 
and Zach Eflin is on the in-
jured list for the second time.

The unit has never rolled 
in unison. Any post-All-Star 
break comeback bid — the 
Orioles are six games back of 
a Wild Card spot after the vic-
tory — must include just that.

The Orioles host the Mar-
lins (42-49) for a three-game 
series beginning Friday 
night. Miami will start Ed-
ward Cabrera, a right-hander 
with a 3.33 ERA. Baltimore 
hasn’t announced its prob-
able starting pitchers for the 
weekend. But if the rotation 
stays in turn, Dean Kremer 
would take the mound for 
the series opener followed by 
Rogers and Brandon Young.

Sugano helps O’s sweep twinbill
(Continued from B1)

defensively.”
Brunswick is the lone 

Frederick County team re-
maining in the double-elim-
ination tournament. It must 
defeat MCLL-Lower to earn 
a rematch at MCLL-Upper 
on Saturday.

Brunswick would then 
need to win again Saturday, 
forcing an extra game to de-
termine the district champi-
on on Sunday.

A two-run single by 
James Kraus in the top of the 
first inning gave Brunswick 
its only lead of the game. 
Cuevas erased that lead with 
the first of his two homers, a 
two-run shot over the fence 
in right-center field in the 

bottom of the first.
Neither team scored in 

the second, but in the third, 
it was all MCLL-Upper.

Holahan cut loose a 
three-run blast over the 
fence in straightaway cen-
ter. Cuevas followed, taking 
an 0-1 count over the fence 
in right.

The two homers were 
part of a four-run third. 
Things were in motion for 
MCLL-Upper’s win.

MCLL-Upper added six 
more runs in the fourth, 
then brought an early end to 
the game with three runs in 
the fifth. MCLL-Upper fin-
ished with 13 hits.

Brunswick had its chanc-
es and scored three runs in 

the fourth, but it was held 
to five hits against two MC-
LL-Upper pitchers. Reeve 
Johnson was MCLL-Upper’s 
starter, striking out three 
over two innings. Ben Mur-
phy got the win in relief with 
seven strikeouts.

“We got behind in the 
count a couple of times 
and their hitters made 
good swings,” Rhodes said. 
“That’s something that 
we’ve to get better at. It was 
still a good all-around game. 
I think the game was closer 
than the score indicated.”

Jack Rhodes led Bruns-
wick with two hits. Coop 
Daugherty had a double.

Johnson had three hits 
for MCLL-Upper.

Upper goes deep
(Continued from B1)

game-tying RBI single in the 
fifth. Otherwise, they cob-
bled together offense via 
small ball, sacrifices and er-
rors.

After Vachon led off the 
bottom of the seventh with 
a double, Post 96 quickly got 
two outs before it walked 
three straight batters, ending 
with Yowell, the No. 8 hitter.

“We struggled a little bit 
earlier in the season, but 
all around, we’ve seen a lot 
more discipline at the plate, 
and we see good things hap-
pening,” Waguespack said.

That’s been true of the 
team at large, which has 
seen a trying first season un-
der Waguespack, one of the 
youngest American Legion 
managers in the state at 22 
years old.

Thursday’s victory was 
Post 11’s third of the season, 
but it showed a glimmer of 
promise in the team’s resil-
ience as it traded leads with 
Post 96 in the final two in-
nings.

“At the beginning of the 
season, there was a lot of, as 
soon as we would go down 
… we went down bigger,” 
Waguespack said. “Every-
one was just down, no ener-
gy in the dugout, things just 
kept going farther and far-
ther south. But as we’ve pro-
gressed in the season, we 
see them battling a little bit 
more, and we put up close 
games like this, and some-
times, we end up coming out 
on top.”

It was evident against 
Post 96 (5-4).

After falling behind 4-2 
in the top of the sixth, Post 
11 (3-14) took the lead in the 
bottom of the inning, tying 
the contest as Post 96 could 
not handle right fielder Mar-
cos Trinidad Doherty’s bunt, 
bringing two runs home. 
Trinidad Doherty then gave 
Post 11 a one-run lead, scor-
ing on Yowell’s sacrifice fly.

When Post 96 tied the 
contest again in the top of 
the seventh after Post 11 
failed to turn a game-ending 
double play, FSK came right 

back in the bottom of the 
frame, with Yowell the hero 
once more.

“It helps me build that 
kind of consistency,” Yowell 
said. “Even if it’s a hard situa-
tion, pulling through in hard 
times.”

Though Post 96 has 
played half as many games 
as Post 11, it’s been within 
two runs in each one.

Thursday was no excep-
tion.

“We’re very young. We 
have nobody over 17 years 
old. But what I love about 
us is that we compete ev-
ery game,” Post 96 manager 
Danny Renn said. “We’re in 
these games right to the end. 
… It’s been a very good ex-
perience, and it’s definitely 
gonna give us something to 
build on.”

In the teams’ regularly 
scheduled game Thursday, 
Post 96 won 9-7.   Zack Via 
was the winning pitcher for 
Brunswick, throwing six in-
nings of one-run baseball.

Post 11 prevails on Yowell’s walk-off walk
(Continued from 1)

college commitments or leverage to return 
to school. It’s a record for the largest bonus 
pool in the history of the MLB draft.

Baker, 30, emerged as a key late-inning 
setup man for the Orioles’ bullpen this sea-
son, posting a 3.52 ERA with two saves and 
10 holds in 42 appearances. Acquired by 
waiver claim from the Toronto Blue Jays 
in 2021, he put up a 3.70 ERA in 174 games 
across four seasons. He’s under team con-
trol through the 2028 season but doesn’t 
have any minor league options remaining.

“I don’t know yet. Shock, for sure, but 
yeah just more logistics, worried about that 
now,” Baker said of his immediate reaction 
to the deal. “But yeah, just got to get to Bos-
ton and do my job there. But yeah, I’m sure 
more thoughts will come to me as the day 
goes on.”

Players were seen hugging Baker good-
bye as the clubhouse opened to the media 
Thursday morning. The Fort Walton Beach, 
Florida, native and former University of 
North Florida pitcher entered spring train-
ing this season without a clear path to a ros-
ter spot but, with the help of some injuries 
in camp, earned his way onto the opening 
day roster. By the time he was dealt, Baker 
had solidified himself as the primary setup 

man in front of closer Félix Bautista.
It’s the first signal of the underperform-

ing Orioles’ plans for the upcoming July 31 
trade deadline. Baltimore entered Thurs-
day’s doubleheader against the New York 
Mets at 40-50, 12½ games behind first place 
in the American League East and seven 
games out of a wild-card spot.

“I think it’s a step in that direction,” Elias 
said of selling at the deadline. “There’s no 
way around that. The timing of the draft 
and when you have draft picks involved in 
the trades kind of frontloads these deci-
sions, and it’s earlier than my comfort level, 
but we thought it was a really good return 
and a good trade for everyone, so we did it.”

Elias said that he still hopes the Orioles 
will play well enough in their next 19 games 
before the deadline to avoid moving further 
players. It wasn’t on their “agenda” to trade 
Baker or any players with multiple years of 
control, calling the trade a “one-off oppor-
tunity.”

“I’d like to win as many of those games 
as possible,” Elias said of what he hopes the 
next few weeks look like for Baltimore. “I 
hope we do the right thing in the draft room 
with our process, do the best we can, line 
the board up well and hope it falls the way 
that we want and I hope we have good luck 
on top of that on draft night.

O’s send reliever Baker to Rays
(Continued from B1)


