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Associated Press

The Baltimore Orioles’ Blaze Alexander will see a doctor over the All-Star break to find out how long he’ll be sidelined with a broken hand he 
suffered  in Sunday’s win over Kansas City.

By JACOB CALVIN MEYER
The Baltimore Sun

The Orioles just can’t have nice things.
Immediately after their best stretch of 

baseball of the season, ending with their 
fourth straight victory Sunday to enter the 
All-Star break on a high note, manager 
Craig Albernaz revealed that one of his best 
players has a broken hand.

Blaze Alexander, who was hit by a pitch 
in the seventh inning of the Orioles’ 8-2 win 
over the Royals, suffered a nondisplaced 
fracture in his left hand. A nondisplaced 
fracture is one that does not move the bone 
out of alignment, potentially resulting in a 
slightly quicker recovery timeline.

“He’s Blaze, so it’s … it hurts. But also, he 
has a good attitude about it,” manager Craig 
Albernaz said after the game.

Alexander received an X-ray during the 
game, but Albernaz didn’t have a timeline 
for how long he could be out. Alexander will 
see a doctor over the All-Star break.

The injury to Alexander, a spark plug for 
an offense that’s finally started coming to 
life, is a “gut punch,” Albernaz said.

“Absolutely, especially how Blaze has 
been playing on both sides of the ball, es-
pecially the way he’s swinging the bat,” the 
first-year skipper said. “But our guys show 
we’re resilient. Blaze will be around and see 
where he’s at rehab-wise and go from there.”

The hit by pitch angered Alexander, po-

tentially because Royals reliever Lucas Er-
ceg quick-pitched him on the offering that 
struck him in the hand. It resulted in a 
benches-clearing fracas, though no punch-
es were thrown and no players were ejected. 
Alexander was immediately removed from 
the game, as Albernaz substituted in Coby 
Mayo as a pinch runner.

Alexander has been one of the Orioles’ 
best players this season, a surprise after 
president of baseball operations Mike Elias 
swung a trade with the Arizona Diamond-
backs for the utilityman in February. After 
Jordan Westburg’s season-ending elbow 
injury, Alexander was thrust into a regular 
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The Nationals’ James Wood, right, and CJ Abrams, left, have been taking 
postgame workouts and treatments more seriously in order to better 
prepare themselves for the rigors of the second half of the season.

By KYLE WILLIAMS
The Baltimore Banner

CJ Abrams and James Wood got 
into a rare dispute on July 4.

After the Nationals’ 7-1 loss to 
the Pirates, assembled reporters 
waited to see which of Washing-
ton’s two All-Star representatives 
would go first to talk about the ac-
colade.

Abrams was adamant that he 
go first, saying, “It’ll be quick.” It 
was part statement, part predic-
tion. True to his word, the short-
stop’s media session lasted exact-

ly 2 minutes, 20 seconds. Wood? 
A glacial 2 minutes, 59 seconds. 
Both men are taciturn by nature. 
But this wasn’t an instance of 
Wood and Abrams trying to jet out 
of the clubhouse to get home as 
quickly as possible.

In many ways, postgame is 
when their days begin. Abrams, 
who on Tuesday will start in an All-
Star Game for the first time in his 
career, and Wood, who was named 
to his second All-Star Game, are 
among the last to leave Washing-
ton’s clubhouse after games. A 
year older and wiser, they’ve tak-

en postgame workouts and treat-
ment more seriously to hopefully 
find consistency in the second half 
of a season as the Nationals (48-
47) chase a National League wild 
card spot (they’re 3.5 games out at 
the break).

Abrams and Wood both fell off 
late last year. Abrams hit 12 hom-
ers with a .287 batting average be-
fore the 2025 All-Star break; after, 
he hit .217 with seven home runs. 
Wood followed his All-Star first 
half — 24 homers with a .278 bat-
ting average and a .915 on-base 

Blaze Alexander’s injury right before All-Star break is a ‘gut punch’ amid hot streak
O’S LOSE SPARK PLUG

Abrams, Wood take new approach 
to ward off second-half slump

Associated Press

France’s Kylian Mbappé (10) celebrates after winning the 
World Cup quarterfinal soccer match between France and 
Morocco in Foxborough, Mass., near Boston, Thursday.

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — Kylian 
Mbappé and France haven’t trailed at 
all at this year’s World Cup. Neither has 
Spain with teenage sensation Lamine 
Yamal and clutch goal-scoring substi-
tute Mikel Merino.

Only one of those teams can make 
it to the final.

France and Spain are both playing 
at their 17th World Cup, but have met 
only once previously on soccer’s big-
gest stage. They play Tuesday at the 
home of the NFL’s Dallas Cowboys in 
the first of two powerhouse semifinal 
matches.

After entering this tournament as 
FIFA’s top-ranked team, France has 
outscored its opponents 14-2. Mbap-
pé, the 2022 Golden Boot winner, has 
eight goals to match Lionel Messi for 
the scoring lead this time, and is one 

behind the Argentina captain’s career 
record of 21 at the World Cup.

“We are focused,” France midfield-
er Adrien Rabiot said. “We are con-
fident, of course, with the course we 
have done so far, and we have to be, 
but always with this humility that has 
characterized us since the beginning 
of the competition.”

The 27-year-old Mbappé has 20 
goals in his 20 World Cup matches, in-
cluding one in the 2018 win over Cro-
atia when he joined Pele as the only 
teenagers to score in a World Cup fi-
nal. And the star striker for Les Bleus 
had said he is fine despite exiting in the 
77th minute of their 2-0 quarterfinal 
win over Morocco after scoring a goal.

Yamal, who turned 19 on Monday, 
has already been part of two semifinal 
wins with Spain over France. He was 
just days shy of his 17th birthday when 

France and Spain set for showdown in semis

By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

After dropping its opening 
contest of the Maryland State 
Little League Senior Baseball 
Tournament on Sunday, it be-
came more urgent for Bruns-
wick Railroaders Little League 
to effectively manage its pitch-
ing staff.

Now in the elimination 
bracket, Brunswick would have 
to win five games in as many 
days in order to claim the state 
title. With a 95-pitch limit and 
required rest, manager Jason 
Ricketts figured his best course 
Monday was riding starter Jaden 
Purks as long as possible while 
saving his other arms for later.

Purks made good on his end 
of that arrangement. He tossed 
a complete game, surrendering 
just an unearned run as Bruns-
wick survived its first do-or-die 
game in a 3-1 victory over Rising 
Sun Little League at McCurdy 
Field.

“We have a lot of trust in 
Jaden, and we were hoping 
that he could get us potentially 
through the whole game,” Rick-
etts said. “We needed to get the 
most out of everybody we could.

“He is burnt for the rest of the 
week, but he did an incredible 
job.”

Purks struck out four while 
scattering three hits and a walk, 
efficiently pitching to contact.

LITTLE LEAGUE 
SR. BASEBALL

By STAFF REPORT 

St. John’s Catholic Prep alum 
Josh Skowronski signed a con-
tract with the San Diego Pa-
dres on Monday, becoming the 
eighth active player with Fred-
erick County ties in minor and 
major league baseball.

Skowronski, who recently 
completed his redshirt sopho-
more season at Winthrop Uni-
versity in South Carolina, was 
not selected in this weekend’s 
MLB Draft despite interest from 
several teams, including the Pa-
dres. He signed as an undrafted 
free agent.

“I’m very happy for Josh, this 
was a goal when he stepped foot 
on campus 2 years ago,” Win-
throp head coach Mike McGuire 
said in a statement posted to the 
program’s website. “He worked 
extremely hard for this opportu-
nity, it can be argued that Josh is 
a true 5 tool player, but to see the 
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Neither team has trailed in this year’s World Cup
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stays alive 
in states

 Brunswick 3, Rising Sun 1
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