521 West Potomac Street
Built c. 1909

The history of 521 West Potomac Street begins with the Elgin family. In 1890, William
and Emma Elgin moved to Brunswick from Sandy Hook in Washington County with their twin
children, Medora “Dora” and Eugene, both born in 1886.1 William Elgin was a successful
merchant who opened a general store and a hotel in the booming railroad town. He also got into
the real estate business, beginning a “family tradition of building and selling houses.””?

When William Elgin died in 1900, he passed on this tradition to his children. 521 West
Potomac Street was most likely built by a member of the Elgin family, possibly Eugene, in or
before 1909.2 Sometime between 1910 and 1920, according to U.S. Census records, Medora and
her husband John Brady took up residence in the home. Emma Elgin lived there with her
daughter and son-in-law until her death in 1936.

Medora Elgin Brady was a remarkable woman who lived to be 95 years old and resided
in 521 West Potomac Street longer than anyone else. Yet the fact that she stayed in Brunswick
for so long was, by her own admission, a product of chance. Looking back on her life on her 91%
birthday, Medora said: “When he [my father] died and my twin brother moved to Harrisburg, I
stayed here because I had met John Brady.”*

Medora and John Brady (1877-1962) wed in Brunswick in 1907.° John Brady had been
born in West Virginia but moved to Brunswick sometime in the 1890s or early 1900s. He was an
entrepreneur in his youth: the 1910 Census records him as a “Cigar Merchant,” and he briefly
owned a soda confectionary on 5 East Potomac Street from 1910 until 1913.% By 1920, according
to the Census, John Brady had settled into a steadier job as an insurance salesman. The 1940
Census shows that he was still working as an agent for MetLife Insurance Company when he
was 63 years old.

Medora Brady kept busy as well. She “was an authority on antiques and a collector. She
dealt in antiques, at one time having a shop at the crossroads of Routes 79 and (now) 180. She



also dealt from her home [at 521 W. Potomac Street]. In addition, her home was filled with 19th
century furniture.”’ In the 1940 Census, she was recorded as a manager at Haines Shoe Co.

The 1940 Census record also shows that another couple, William and Eugenia Deener (34
and 33 years old at the time, respectively), lived with the Bradys at 521 West Potomac Street
between 1935 and 1940, likely renting out a part of the home. William Deener was a longtime
resident of Brunswick who was once a Boy Scout in Brunswick’s Troop 2.8 According to the
1940 Census, William worked in a service station and Eugenia was a public school teacher.

Medora and John Brady had no children, and Medora continued to live in 521 West
Potomac Street after John passed away in 1962. She spent much of her time doting on her nieces
and nephews® and kept her home well-stocked with antiques. “My whole house is full of

antiques,” she said in 1977. “Not one vase is a reproduction, no reproductions — all antiques.”°

Medora passed away in 1981.1! Around that time, Arthur Phelps purchased the home at
auction.*? Detailed information is not publicly available about Mr. Phelps, who sold the home to
Landmark Investment Co. in March 2020, according to the Frederick County tax record. The
home had fallen into disrepair several years before the March 2020 sale, and the city government
had considered abating and condemning the property.'? Fortunately, Landmark Investment found
new buyers in November 2020, and the current owners have expressed their strong desire to
continue the home’s long and storied history.
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The 500 block of West Potomac Street ¢. 1915. 521 West Potomac Street is the house with the
awning on the left side of the street.

Image file available on the Brunswick History Commission website at:
https://www.brunswickmdhistory.com/index.php?title=File:West_Potomac_Street, Brunswick_in_the_Model_T_er
a.jpg



Undated photo of Medora Elgin Brady later in life, likely taken inside 521 West Potomac Street.

Image file available on the Brunswick History Commission website at:
https://www.brunswickmdhistory.com/index.php?title=File:Medora_Elgin_Brady_(no_date_given).jpg

Photo of John Brady’s soda confectionary on 5 East Potomac Street circa 1908. Brady is behind
the counter on the right.

Image file available on the Brunswick History Commission website at:
https://www.brunswickmdhistory.com/index.php?title=File:Darr%27s_Confectionery, 5 East_Potomac_Street_cire
ca_1908.jpg



r ——— — —_— —

THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN IN 1920

SOME OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF TROOP #2 BRUNSWICK,MARYLAND.
THEY HAD BEEN ON A HIKE TO THE VIRGINIA SPRINGS,WHICH IS
A SOURCE OF WATER SUPPLY FOR BRUNSWICK.

LEFT TO RIGHT

WILLIAM DEENER,RAYMOND FUNK
SCOUT MASTER GEORGE A. HOOD
LEWIS RICE

1920 photo of William Deener (left) as a Boy Scout, age 12 or 13.

Image file available on the Brunswick History Commission website at:
https://www.brunswickmdhistory.com/index.php?title=File:Boy_Scouts_Troop_2_in_1920.jpg
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