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Theda Mabie
Theda Wilson Mabie, of 

Frederick, a devoted educa-
tor and loving mother passed 
away peacefully on Sept. 14, 
2025, in Frederick, at the age 
of 100.

Born on Sept. 5, 1925, in 
Tilden, Antelope County, Ne-
braska, to Thomas and Thel-
ma Mabie. Theda was the el-
dest of five children. Her 
lifelong passion for learning 
led her to earn a degree from 
the University of Oregon in 
1950, followed by a master’s 
in English from Northwest-
ern University in 1957.

Theda began her teach-
ing career in Maplesville, Or-
egon, in 1950, and went on 
to inspire generations of stu-
dents with her dedication 
and wisdom. Her final teach-
ing post was at Thomas John-
son High School in Freder-
ick, where she left a legacy of 
compassion and excellence 
in education.

In 1959, Theda married 
Curtis P. Mabie Jr., and to-
gether they built a life rooted 

in love, hard work, and com-
munity. In 1973, the couple 
purchased the Thurmont Do-
nut Shop, becoming beloved 
local business owners. The-
da later concluded her work-
ing years at Brown’s Liquor 
Deli, where her warmth and 
wit continued to brighten the 
days of those around her.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband Curtis 
in 2019; and her siblings, Pa-
tricia, Doug, Joyce and Ro-
land. She is survived by her 
son, Zachary Mabie, who car-
ries forward her spirit and 
values.

Theda will be remem-
bered for her sharp intellect, 
unwavering kindness, and 
the quiet strength with which 
she lived her life. Her legacy 
lives on in the countless lives 
she touched—as a teacher, 
a mother, a neighbor, and a 
friend.
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Clement Douglas “CD” Orye
It is with deep sadness 

that C.D. age 54 of Fred-
erick, has grown his angel 
wings on his way to heav-
en to reunite with his father 
and beloved nieces. C.D. 
was born May 29, 1971, son 
of Patricia L Beatty Orye and 
George Paul “Mickey” Orye 
of Brunswick, where C.D. 
was raised.

C.D. was predeceased by 
his father, George Paul “Mick-
ey” Orye, Grandparents, Rose 
Harris Beatty, Harry Douglas 
Beatty, Naomi and Clement 
“Mickey” Orye, nieces, Jessi-
ca and Jenna Hall, three un-
cles and an aunt.

C.D. is loved and sur-
vived by his mother, Patrica 
Orye and partner Rick Ful-
mer, and his children. Sis-
ter, Dana Muchesko (Bill), 
Brothers, Paul Orye (Pau-
la), Chad Orye (Stacey) an 
Aunt, an Uncle and numer-
ous nieces, nephews, cous-
ins and friends.

C.D graduated from Rock 
Creek School in 1992 and 
was a participant in Special 
Olympics, (track and bowl-
ing).

C.D. was excited by all 
public events in Brunswick 
and participated in most 
of them. He was a reliable 
fan of Brunswick sporting 
teams, of all levels, often at-
tending events cheering the 
teams on.

C.D. was a very hap-
py and friendly soul. He 
made friends everywhere 

he went. He loved his fami-
ly and many friends. His life 
of battling a seizure disor-
der set him back frequently 
but he persevered nonethe-
less. C.D. enjoyed life by go-
ing to Ocean City, listening 
to music, especially Christ-
mas music (year round) 
dancing, skating, attend-
ing church, attending par-
ties, camping and going out 
to eat.

C.D. has lived in a group 
home setting for many 
years. Many dedicated peo-
ple helped C.D. through life 
with passion and love. Al-
though there are too many 
to name, C.D. and his fam-
ily thank you and are forev-
er grateful.

The Funeral Services will 
be held at Rest Haven Me-
morial Gardens, 9501 Ca-
toctin Mountain Highway, 
Frederick, MD 21701, on 
Monday, Sept. 22, 2025. 
Visitation at 10 a.m., cel-
ebration of life at 11 a.m., 
followed by interment, con-
cluding with a reception.

Clara Marie Nearey
Clara Marie Herndon 

Nearey was born on January 
20, 1931, and passed away 
on Thursday, September 18, 
2025, at Spring Arbor Mem-
ory Care Unit.

Clara was predeceased 
by her loving husband, Mar-
tin Patrick Nearey, her fa-
ther, Maurice Herndon, and 
her mother, Marie Varnell 
Herndon. She is survived by 
her brother, Albert Herndon 
(Joy), daughter, Anne Marie 
Nearey Steiner (Ed), and her 
son, Kevin Michael Nearey 
(Christine).

She loved her six grand-
children, Marjorie Stein-
er Collins (Eddie), Jennifer 
Steiner Meisinger (Aaron), 
Joseph Steiner (Laura), 
Nathaniel Steiner, Eliza-
beth Nearey Sweeney (Jus-
tin), and Alexander Nearey 
(Nina). Her great-grandchil-
dren were her delights, Ja-
cob, Fi, Lila, Maia, Fen, Ada-
lyn, Audra, Kieran and Isla. 
Her room was filled with 
their photos.

She started out life in 
a hurry! She was born in 
Washington, DC, on the way 
to the hospital, in the back 
of her father’s car!

Clara worked at the Li-
brary of Congress for 33 
years. She started out as a 
GS-2 Clerk Typist, work-
ing her way up to a GS-12. 
She was a hard worker and 
was asked by the Librarian 
of Congress at the time to 
be his secretary. She turned 
him down!

After her retirement, she 
took care of her mother, and 
then her husband during 
their illnesses. She had the 
great joy of taking care of 
two of her grandchildren.

She loved to entertain 
and gave wonderful din-
ner parties, and especially 
holiday parties. Her festive 
flair was to have a punch-
bowl filled with daiquiris. 
She also had a kid friend-
ly punchbowl. She had a 
sharp eye and would detect 
when a youngster was trying 
to steal a sip from the wrong 
bowl!

Clara enjoyed sewing 
and making dresses for her 
granddaughters. She loved 
sitting on the screened 
porch, sightseeing, cooking, 

listening to music, going to 
concerts, plays and reading, 
until that became impossi-
ble. She loved to learn new 
things, and to share what 
she learned with her fami-
ly. Candy was always her fa-
vorite, especially chocolate. 
She had a “sweets” draw-
er in her dresser, and every-
one knew where to go to get 
a treat!

Since January of 2023, 
Clara was a resident of 
Spring Arbor of Freder-
ick, Memory Care Unit. The 
family is very thankful to the 
staff for the kind, loving care 
she received.

In Clara’s honor, do-
nations may be made to: 
The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, 502 Washington Ave-
nue, Suite 300, Towson, MD 
21204.

Viewing will take place 
at Keeney and Basford Fu-
neral Home, 106 E Church 
St., Frederick, MD 21701 
on Tuesday September 23, 
2025 from 4pm to 7pm. A 
Mass of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated at St. Ignatius 
of Loyola Catholic Church, 
4103 Prices Distillery Rd., 
Ijamsville, MD 21754 on 
Wednesday September 24, 
2025 at 11am. Interment 
will follow at Gate of Heav-
en Cemetery, 13801 Geor-
gia Ave., Silver Spring, MD 
20906 at 2pm.

Online condolences can 
be made at www.Keeney-
Basford.com

John Hargreaves
John Edward Hargreaves, 

61, of Middletown, passed 
away suddenly on Friday, 
Sept. 12, 2025, while self-
lessly helping a friend. Born 
on Oct. 14, 1963, John lived 
a life defined by hard work, 
generosity, and a great love 
of the outdoors.

An avid outdoorsman, 
John found peace and joy 
in hunting and fishing. His 
deep connection to nature 
was especially nurtured at 
his camp in Quebec, Can-
ada—an area he cherished 
since his first trip there in 
1985 with Brent Mason and 
family. It became a place of 
renewal and adventure that 
remained close to his heart 
throughout his life. John 
dedicated his entire adult 
career to tree climbing and 
trimming, working for vari-
ous local companies as well 
as for Montgomery County 
Parks. His extensive knowl-
edge of trees and skill in his 
trade earned him respect 
and admiration from col-
leagues and friends alike. 
Even after suffering a se-
rious job related accident, 
and years later a stroke 
that limited his profession-
al work, John never stopped 
laboring with his hands—
always eager to tackle tough 
jobs around the house or 
lend a hand to someone in 
need. He will be remem-
bered not only for his tal-
ents and passions, but also 
for his loyalty as a friend. 
John’s kind, giving spirit 
left a mark on all who knew 
him, and his willingness to 
help others was simply who 
he was.

John was preceded 
in death by his maternal 
grandparents, Ed and Glad-
ys Kanouse; his uncle, Chris 
Johnson Sr.; and his stepfa-
ther, Roy Sigler Jr.

He is survived by his 
mother, Carol Hargreaves 

Sigler of Middletown; his 
father, John H. Hargreaves 
(Annette) of Port St. Lucie, 
Fl.; his sister, Kim Poole of 
Ocean City; and his brother, 
Ed Hargreaves (Melissa) of 
Smithsburg. He also leaves 
behind his beloved niec-
es, Emily Priestas (Mike) 
and Erica Seibert (Ben); 
his nephews, Conner Poole 
and Christopher Poole of 
Nashville, Tn.; and three 
great-nieces and nephews 
who brought him immense 
joy—Blake Priestas, Olivia 
Priestas, and John Seibert. 
In addition to family, John 
will be greatly missed by his 
many close friends, espe-
cially his best friend of more 
than 50 years, Brent Mason 
of Sharpsburg.

Services will be held on 
Monday, Sept. 22, 2025, at 
Thompson Harman Funeral 
Home in Middletown, Md. 
Family invites friends to a 
viewing from 2-3 p.m. A fu-
neral service will take place 
at the funeral home begin-
ning at 3  p.m.

John’s memory will live 
on in the hearts of all who 
loved him—for his strength, 
his generosity, and his love 
of the outdoors.

Grace Marcella Burch
Grace Marcella Burch, 

age 98 of Southpoint, North 
Carolina, and former-
ly of Damascus, Maryland, 
passed away Saturday, June 
7, 2025. She was the daugh-
ter of Robert Walters and 
Margaret Simmons.

Mrs. Burch is survived by 
her son Michael Burch and 
his wife Pam, a son-in-law 
Dennis Walters, four grand-
children, six great-grand-
children, several nieces’ 
nephews, and many friends.

In addition to her par-
ents, she is preceded in 
death by her husband James 
M. Burch and, and daughter 
Patricia Walters along with 
two sisters and two brothers.

She was a lifetime Mem-
ber of the VFW and the 
American Legion, volun-
teered at the Damascus 
Methodist Harwood House, 
and the Damascus Volun-
teer Fire Department.

A graveside service for 
the family will be held at 
Clustered Spires Cemetery, 
400 Linden Ave., Frederick, 
Maryland 21703, 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday, Sept. 24, 2025. 
Followed by a luncheon for 
all family and friends at the 

Damascus Fire Department 
Activities Center, 10211 
Lewis Drive, Damascus, 
Maryland, 20872. Doors will 
open at 11:30 a.m. with food 
at 12:30 p.m.

In lieu of flowers me-
morial contributions may 
be made in her name to 
the SECU Hospice House 
of Brunswick, 955 Mercy 
Lane, Bolivia, N.C. 28422, 
Damascus Volunteer Fire 
Department, 26334 Ridge 
Road, Damascus, Maryland 
20872, or to a charity of your 
choice.

Online condolences may 
be shared with her fami-
ly on our website at www.
molesworthwilliams.com.

Donald Little Jr.
Donald Cubbison Lit-

tle Jr. of Tallahassee, Flori-
da, passed away on Tuesday, 
Sept. 2, 2025, at the age of 91. 
He was born on Oct. 7, 1933, 
in San Antonio, Texas, and 
lived in several places as the 
son of an Army officer.

He graduated from the 
United States Military Acad-
emy in 1956 with a Bache-
lor of Science and then later 
from the Naval Post Gradu-
ate School in 1966, where he 
earned a Master of Science in 
physics.

He honorably served as 
an officer in the U.S. Army 
for 20 years, retiring as a lieu-
tenant colonel and then as a 
government employee and 
contractor until he retired at 
age 65.

He was a Life Master at 
bridge, an avid fly fisherman, 
and enjoyed time golfing.

He is preceded in death by 
wife, Carole (nee Howard) of 
Frederick; son, Donald C. Lit-
tle III; parents, Donald C. Lit-
tle Sr., Kelley Little, and sister, 
Myra Withers.

He is survived by his wife, 
DeVerle (nee Titus) of Talla-
hassee, Fl.; daughters — Myra 
Tammy Miller (Mark); Tra-
cy Beath (Jim); Trena Kirk; 
and sons — Gregory Little 
(Julie), & Michael Little (Su-
zanne). He is also survived 

by 14 grandchildren & 16 
great-grandchildren, and his 
brother William Little.

Honor and service were 
very important to him and 
guided him throughout his 
life. He was a loving and car-
ing father who made tough 
choices for his family. He 
cites his six children and their 
readiness to stand on their 
own two feet in the game of 
life, as his greatest achieve-
ment.

The family would like to 
thank the staff of Westmin-
ster Oaks and Home Instead 
for the care and compassion 
they showed our loved one in 
his final days.

Family and friends are in-
vited to attend a funeral Mass, 
which is in the planning stag-
es.

Interment to follow at Ar-
lington National Cemetery at 
a date to be determined.

Sharon Hoffman
Sharon Marlee Hoffman, 

age 78, passed away peace-
fully at her home in Freder-
ick. 

Born May 19, 1947, she 
was the daughter of the late 
Leroy MacKenzie and Olive 
MacKenzie. Sharon was a 
graduate of Frederick High 
School in 1965. 

Her work history includ-
ed farming and accounting. 
She owned operated Hobby 
Horse Concession for over 
15 years with her daughter 
Hope and grandchildren. 
For 14 years she was bus 
driver for FCPS until her re-
tirement. 

She loved spending time 
with her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, as well 
as being outdoors. 

Sharon loved traveling 
with her concession busi-
ness and meeting new peo-
ple, playing bingo, crochet-
ing, sewing and had a great 
love of animals, especially 
her Pomeranians, Scarlett & 
Kevee. 

Sharon is survived by her 
daughters Hope Hoffman & 
Michelle Hoffman, Grand-
children Bradley Wentz 
(Brooke), Nicole Wentz, 
Great-granddaughters 
Kinsley & Willow Wentz. 
She is further survived by 

her brother John MacKen-
zie (Sharon). Sharon will be 
missed by her lifelong friend 
James Grumbine of Union-
ville, and many family and 
friends and furry friends. 
Sharon was predeased by 
her husband of 56 years, A. 
Reno Hoffman Jr., daugh-
ter Marlene Hoffman, sis-
ter Mary F. Main and broth-
er-in-law Anthony Main, 
and brother Robert “Bob” 
MacKenzie. 

A small service was held 
at Locust Grove Church of 
the Brethren in Mt. Airy, 
Md. 

A celebration of life will 
be held at the family home 
in Frederick on Saturday 10-
18-25 @ 1 p.m. Please con-
tact Hope @ 301-748-7373 
by 10-11-25 if you plan to at-
tend and get address.

Karen Rhoderick
Ms. Karen (Ray) Rhod-

erick, of Frederick, passed 
away on Sept. 12, 2025, at 
Autumn Lake Healthcare, 
Braddock Heights. She was 
the wife of the late Thom-
as Rhoderick. Born on Dec. 
11, 1946 in Frederick, she 
was the daughter of the late 
Maurice and Mary (Grimes) 
Ray.

Karen graduated from 
Linganore High School 
in 1965 and the Frederick 
Beauty Academy in 1966. 
After earning her cosmetol-
ogy license, she worked as a 
hair dresser for 53 years at 
various salons in the Fred-
erick area, including Touch 
of Elegance where she’ll be 
fondly remembered. Her 
pride and joy was her Bos-
ton Terrier, Coby. In her free 
time, Karen enjoyed watch-
ing NASCAR, gardening and 
going to flea markets. She 
was also an avid fan of the 
Dallas Cowboys.

Karen leaves to cher-
ish her memory: sister, 
Connie Hawker and hus-
band Kenny; nephew, Bri-
an Hawker; cousin, Cindy 
Rippeon-Kehne and long-

time friends, Carol Thom-
as-Spicer; Pat Harley and 
Shirley Mulligan. In addi-
tion to her husband and 
parents, she was preceded 
in death by a brother, Ray-
mond Frye.

The family will observe a 
graveside ceremony Mon-
day, Sept. 22, 2025, at 11 
a.m. at Clustered Spires 
Cemetery (Also known as 
Frederick Memorial Park, 
Linden Hills Cemetery).

The family thanks Au-
tumn Lake Healthcare at 
Braddock Heights for their 
care.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be sent to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospi-
tal.

Samuel Douglas Morgan
Samuel Douglas Mor-

gan, 64, of West Virginia, re-
cently passed away unex-
pectedly at his home. Sam 
was the son of the late Floyd 
Morgan and the late Vivian 
Brashears.

He is survived by his two 
sisters, Susan Saunders and 
husband Dave of South Car-
olina, their daughter Chris-
tina and her three chil-
dren of Kentucky; Sandy 
Eyler and husuband Tom 
of Pennsylvania, and their 
sons Stephen and John, and 
daughter Sarah Jane, all of 
Pennsylvania.

Sam had a love for the 
river and outdoors. His fa-
vorite times were when he 

was fishing or spending 
time with his precious dog.

As per his request, there 
will be no funeral service. 
His ashes will be laid to rest 
at the Oak Hill Church of 
God in Keymar, Md., at a lat-
er date. 

Rest in peace Sam.


