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OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

DEATH NOTICES
Thomas A. “Andy” Conner, of Brunswick, died Satur-

day, May 30. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Brunswick.

Nelson Carroll Smith, of Brunswick, died Saturday, 
May 30. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Brunswick.

Michael Byrnes, of Frederick, died Saturday, May 30. 
Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Frederick.

Notice to our readers
Obituaries are paid announcements.
The Frederick News-Post is not responsible for content.
All obituaries must be verified by the funeral home or the legal 

instititution of record prior to placement.
All obituaries should be submitted to us through Memoriams.

com. The deadline for submitting and changes is 3 p.m. If you are 
submitting from a funeral home, please go to memoriams.com. 
If you are a private party individual, please use this link: https://    
legacy.memoriams.com/network/FrederickNews-Post/Obituaries. 
You can also find this link on our website under obituaries.

A simple death notice can be published at no charge. Infor-
mation included will be name, where the decedent resided, date 
of death, and funeral home of record. For a simple death notice, 
please email obituaries@newspost.com

For questions, please contact the obituaries desk Monday-Fri-
day 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 301-662-1162.

The Frederick News-Post reserves the right to make any gram-
matical changes as necessary.

Michael Byrnes
Michael Byrnes, 63, 

of Frederick, Maryland, 
passed from this life on Sat-
urday, May 30, 2026.

Born on August 29, 1962, 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia, he was the son of the 
late Richard Charles and Al-
ice Patricia (Rowe) Byrnes.

A proud graduate of 
Frederick High School, Mi-
chael went on to own and 
operate a landscape busi-
ness for an impressive 35 
years. Through his work, he 
expressed not only his tal-
ent but also his genuine ap-
preciation for the people 
around him. “I just want 
people to know how much 
I appreciate them and the 
customers I had that were 
so good to me. I just en-
joyed being around the peo-
ple who enjoyed the work I 
was doing,” he would often 
say. His business was more 
than a livelihood; it was a 
way for him to connect with 
others and bring beauty to 
the world around him. Mi-
chael had a deep love for 
golf, often spending quality 
time playing on local cours-
es, with a special fondness 
for Clustered Spires, where 
he fostered many friend-
ships over shared rounds 
and sunlit afternoons. This 
pastime reflected his love 
of camaraderie and the out-
doors traits that he carried 
through life. He also played 
on numerous softball teams 
for many years and played 
in many regional and na-
tional softball champion-
ships. He was known for his 
comedic antics on the field 
and exceptional talents. He 
always recalled his ‘69 Mets 
with much fondness which 
contributed to his love of 
the game. He enjoyed the 
Ultimate Frisbee gather-
ings in Baker Park for many 
years also. Michael was very 
proud of his Irish heritage 
and enjoyed the music and 
traditions and everything 
with Ireland.

Family was always the 
most important part of Mi-
chael’s life. He is survived by 
his brothers Leo Byrnes and 
wife Karen of Walkersville, 
Maryland; Jerry Byrnes and 
wife Terry of Woodsboro, 
Maryland; and Jack Byrnes 
with his partner Greg Wad-
sworth of Kenmore, New 
York. His sister Audrey Mat-
tax and husband Doug of 

Frederick, Maryland. Mi-
chael’s longtime girlfriend, 
Kristen Maruskin, stood by 
his side through many sea-
sons of his life and he loved 
and adored her. He is addi-
tionally remembered fond-
ly by his nieces Stacy and 
husband Chris and Steph-
anie and husband Ryan; 
nephews Sam and his wife 
Amanda, Shane and Luke; 
as well as numerous cous-
ins from the Philadelphia 
area and the Marsukin fam-
ily, whom Michael held 
dear. He is remembered by 
his Goddaughters Annema-
rie Koogle and Anna-Claire 
Burdette who he loved to 
see. He will be missed by 
so many, especially Ron-
nie Gartrell, Tim Koogle and 
Mike Tansey. Michael was 
an avid dog lover and his 
canine companions, Duffy 
and Murphy the black labs, 
and Lucy, a Shih Tzu, and 
the late Sasha, also brought 
joy to his days.

He was preceded in 
death by his sister Joanie 
Byrnes.

The family will receive 
friends from 4-6 pm on Sun-
day, June 7, 2026, at Stauffer 
Funeral Homes, P.A. (Fred), 
1621 Opossumtown Pike in 
Frederick, MD.

A celebration of Mi-
chael’s life journey will take 
place at 11:00 am on Mon-
day, June 8, 2026, at Stauffer 
Funeral Homes, Frederick.

Interment will be at Mt. 
Olivet Cemetery in Freder-
ick, MD.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Thomas A. “Andy” Conner
Thomas A. “Andy” Con-

ner, 50, of Brunswick, Mary-
land, passed from this life 
on Saturday, May 30, 2026 
at Frederick Health Hospi-
tal in Frederick, MD. He was 
the husband of Sarah Con-
ner for 31 years.

Born on August 20, 1975, 
in Ranson, WV he was the 
son of Tina Cooper of Hedg-
esville, WV and the late 
Thomas Woodrow Conner.

Andy was a 1994 grad-
uate of Brunswick High 
school. He was an avid Dal-
las Cowboys fan, enjoyed 
playing pool, in several 
leagues in the area and also 
enjoyed gardening especial-
ly his tomato plants.

In addition to his wife 
and mother, he is survived 
by his son, Derek Conner, 
his daughter, Ashley Mun-
day and husband War-
ren; granddaughter, Victo-
ria Conner; sister, Christina 
Eichelberger and husband 
Steven; brothers, Thomas 
“Woody” Conner and wife 
Barbara, Michael Conner 
and wife Jennifer and also 
his step-father Sam Cooper.

He was preceded in 
death by his son, Jordan C. 
Conner, sister, Mary L. Con-
ner and grandparents, Dor-
othy Conner, Richard Con-
ner, Leon Taulton, Jasper 
Gue and Reatha (Peachy) 

Gue.
The family will receive 

friends from 2-4 pm and 
6-8 pm on Wednesday, June 
3, 2026 at Stauffer Funer-
al Homes, P.A. (Brunswick), 
1100 North Maple Avenue 
in Brunswick, MD where a 
celebration of Thomas’s life 
journey will take place at 
10:30 am on Thursday, June 
4, 2026. Rev. Tim May will 
officiate.

Interment will be at Mt. 
Olivet Cemetery in Freder-
ick, MD.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Ralph “Bob” Gouker
Mr. Ralph Robert “Bob” 

Gouker, of Myersville, 
passed away peacefully 
Sunday, May 31, 2026, at the 
Kline Hospice House near 
Mt. Airy, MD. Born Octo-
ber 20,1930, in Harmony, 
he was the eldest son of the 
late Gilbert Curtis Gouker 
and Bertha Ford Gouker. 
Bob was predeceased by 
his wives Anna Mae Crum-
mitt Gouker in 1988 and 
Shirley Schroyer Branden-
burg Gouker in 2018. Also 
preceding him in death was 
his brother Charles How-
ard Gouker in 1983.

Bob is survived by two 
children: his son David 
Curtis Gouker and wife 
Laurie Whitley Gouker, and 
his daughter Deborah Ann 
Gouker. Bob is also sur-
vived by his five stepchil-
dren: Sherry Sowers and 
husband Phil, Perry Bran-
denburg and wife Jill, Ran-
dy Brandenburg and wife 
Lisa, Sue Ellen Branden-
burg, and Gene Branden-
burg and wife Lisa. Bob also 
leaves behind 17 grand-
children: Mark, Rachel, Ja-
son, Jennifer, Chad, Jessi-
ca, Justin (Buck), Will, Jake, 
Austin, Blake, Troy, Jack, 
Miranda, Trevor, Hunter, 
Chris and their families, as 
well as 18 great-grandchil-
dren. Bob is also survived 
by his beloved sisters Jan-
ice Gouker Beachley and 
Elaine Gouker Cosgrave, as 
well as his sister- in-law Sel-
via Jean Gouker, and their 
respective families.

Bob was a 1947 grad-
uate of Middletown High 
School, where he partic-
ipated in the FFA, sports, 
and many other class ac-
tivities. In his early years, 
he worked on the farm of 
Kate and Les Brandenburg 
and later worked as a milk 
tester for Frederick Coun-
ty. A proud veteran, Bob 
served in the US Army from 
1951 through 1953, ris-
ing to the rank of Corporal 
in a tank unit stationed at 
Camp Roberts in Paso Ro-
bles, California. After his 
time in the Army, Bob was 
employed for 35 years by 
the Maryland State High-
way Administration, retir-
ing in 1989 as State High-
way Equipment Supervisor 
for the western district of 
the state.

Bob was proud to be one 
of the founding members, 
circa 1955, of the Catoc-
tin Fish and Game Protec-
tive Association, otherwise 
known in Myersville as 
“the Gun Club”. He was the 
Gun Club’s last surviving 
charter member. Addition-
ally, Bob enjoyed serving 
as the Assistant Scoutmas-
ter of Myersville Boy Scout 
Troop 273, alongside Scout-
master Don Schley, for 
about 8 years in the 1960s 
and 1970s. Bob, Annie, Da-
vid and Deb were also ac-
tive as Civil War reenactors 
in the 1960s, and reenacted 
battles at Antietam, Gettys-
burg, and New Market, VA, 
to name a few. Bob and his 
family, including his par-
ents, also enjoyed show-

ing and demonstrating gas 
“hit & miss” engines, of 
which the Gouker family 
owned greater than forty. 
With his second wife Shir-
ley, Bob continued to show 
gas engines. He and Shir-
ley were also well-known 
in the Maryland area for 
their beautifully made and 
painted wooden crafts. 
Their business “Rainbow 
Crafts”, made Bob and 
Shirley a very popular sta-
ple at local and juried craft 
fairs in the 1990s and ear-
ly 2000s. Bob would do the 
fine woodcrafting and Shir-
ley would do the beautiful 
painting of the items.

Bob’s family would like 
to thank the following phy-
sicians for the excellent 
care that they have pro-
vided for Bob throughout 
the years: Dr. Andrea Kale-
ta, Dr. John Vitarello, and 
Dr. Sumit Duggal. Addi-
tionally, the family would 
like to thank the nursing 
staff of Floor 4G at Freder-
ick Health Hospital and, es-
pecially, the staff at Kline 
Hospice House, for their 
compassionate care of Bob 
while he was ill.

Thompson Harman Fu-
neral Home of Middle-
town has been entrusted 
with Bob’s funeral arrange-
ments. Bob was not a man 
who stood on pomp and 
ceremony, therefore the 
family invites you to attend 
in comfortable clothing 
and to wear bright colors, if 
desired. Family will receive 
friends at two viewings to 
be held at Thompson-Har-
man Funeral Home, 31 E 
Main Street, Middletown 
on Thursday, June 4, from 
1 to 4 pm, and again from 
6 to 8 pm. Bob’s funeral 
service will take place Fri-
day morning, June 5, 2026, 
at 11 a.m. at Mt. Zion UMC 
on Main Street in Myers-
ville with Bob’s pastor, the 
Rev. Thomas Young, Jr., of-
ficiating. There will be an 
hour of viewing for friends 
and family beginning at 
10 a.m., prior to the funer-
al service.

Interment will be in the 
church cemetery immedi-
ately following the service. 
Guests are then invited to 
a funeral luncheon in the 
church social hall follow-
ing the burial service.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
in Bob’s memory to: Kline 
Hospice House, Mt. Zion 
UMC, or the Middletown or 
Myersville Volunteer Fire 
Companies.
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By THERESA BRAINE
New York Daily News

Actress Kelly Lee Cur-
tis, known for “The Sen-
tinel,”“Trading Places,” and 
other television and movie 
roles, died Saturday.

She was 69.
Jamie Lee Curtis mourn-

ed her big sister’s death on so-
cial media but did not name a 
cause.

“A warm aloha to my older 
sister, Kelly Lee Curtis,” Jamie 
Lee wrote. “She passed away 
this morning. In her home. In 
nature. At peace.”

Kelly Lee was the eldest 
daughter of Tony Curtis and 
Janet Leigh, born two years 
before Jamie Lee, who is 67. 
She died in Bellevue, Idaho, 
according to The Hollywood 
Reporter.

“She was my first friend 
and lifelong confidant,” Jamie 
Lee wrote. “She was jaw drop-
pingly beautiful, and a talent-
ed actress.”

From playing “a mean 
game of hearts,” to collecting 
turtles, Kelly Lee loved nature, 
music, travel and Pokémon 
Go, among other things, in-
cluding her family, Jamie Lee 
wrote. “She was proud of her 
Danish roots and Hungarian 
Jewish ancestry and was a de-
voted American patriot.”

The powdered almond 
crescent cookies she would 
make at Christmas earned 
her the moniker “Auntie 
Cookie,” Jamie Lee noted.

Kelly Lee was born in San-
ta Monica on June 17, 1956, 
and debuted onscreen a 
mere two years later in “The 
Vikings,” an adventure film 
starring her parents in which 
she had an uncredited role. In 
1983 she had a role in “Trad-
ing Places” alongside Jamie 
Lee, and worked as her assis-
tant in three movies after that.

She starred in two foreign 
films, the 1987 German com-
edy movie “Magic Sticks” 
and “The Devil’s Daughter,” a 
1991 Italian horror film. Back 
Stateside, Kelly Lee played 
Lieutenant Carolyn Plum-
mer in a recurring role during 
the first season of “The Sen-
tinel” from 1996-99. She had 
guest spots on several series, 
including “The Equalizer” in 
1986 and ’88, “Silk Stalkings,” 
“Star Trek: Deep Space Nine,” 
and “Judging Amy,” accord-
ing to her IMDB profile. She 
also made documentaries.

Before turning to show 

biz, she was a stockbroker 
briefly after graduating from 
Skidmore College in Sarato-
ga Springs, New York, with 
a business degree. A mem-
ber of The Actors Studio, she 
began studying acting at the 
Lee Strasberg Theatre Insti-
tute and appeared on stage in 
1982 in “Say Goodnight, Gra-
cie.”

She also worked with 
her Oscar-nominated fa-
ther, whose given name was 
Bernard Schwartz, to raise 
funds to restore the histor-
ic Dohàny Street Synagogue 
in Budapest, The Hollywood 
Reporter noted. They did this 
work through the Emanu-
el Foundation, named after 
Tony Curtis’s father, Emanuel 
Schwartz.

Besides being big sister to 
Jamie Lee, Kelly Lee headed a 
clan of six half-siblings— Al-
exandra and Allegra, whom 
their father shared with then-
wife Christine Kaufmann, 
and Nicholas and Ben Curtis, 
his children with model Les-
lie Allen.

“Kelly always signed off 
any message or fare thee well 
with a Hungarian blessing,” 
Jamie Lee wrote in her trib-
ute. “Isten Veled, God is with 
you.”

She felt moved to do the 
same. “Isten Veled to my sis-
ter of the sun and the moon, 
my Tai,” Jamie Lee wrote. “I’ll 
see you on down the line.”

Actress Kelly Lee Curtis, 
big sister to Jamie Lee 
Curtis, dies at 69

Christopher Polk/Getty Images

Actress Jamie Lee Curtis 
and sister Kelly Lee Curtis 
arrive at the premiere of 
Fox Searchlight Pictures’ 
“Hitchcock” at the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences Samuel Goldwyn 
Theater on Nov. 20, 2012, in 
Beverly Hills, California. 

By KATIE SIMONS
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Ronald 
LaPread, a co-founder and 
former bassist of the funk and 
soul group the Commodores, 
has died. He was 75.

“It is with a very heavy 
heart that I must announce 
that my father Ronald La-
Pread has passed,” LaPread’s 
daughter Soraya LaPread 
shared on her Instagram sto-
ry. “If you know me you know 
my dad. I am devastated. A 
piece of me is gone from this 
world.”

Soraya did not share de-
tails about her father’s death, 
but the New Zealand Herald 
reported that the longtime 
resident died of a “sudden 
medical event.” The Commo-
dores took to Instagram to 
share their condolences, writ-
ing that LaPread “will always 
be a Commodore.”

“Ronald was a phenom-
enal musician, an accom-
plished songwriter and a vi-
tal part of the Commodores’ 
sound and success. His con-
tributions to our music and 
his friendship enriched our 
lives beyond measure. We 
were grateful to perform with 
him again last fall in New 
Zealand,” the Commodores 
shared on Instagram. “His 
legacy lives on through the 
music he helped create and 
the countless people he in-
spired.”

LaPread began playing 
with the Commodores in 
1970 alongside Lionel Richie, 
William “WAK” King, Milan 
Williams and Thomas Mc-
Clary while they were stu-
dents at Tuskegee Institute. 

The band initially played 
shows around campus, per-
forming covers and a handful 
of original songs.

Their manager Benny Ash-
burn spent his summer orga-
nizing shows for the Commo-
dores on Martha’s Vineyard to 
test-market the band. In 1971, 
the group opened for the 
Jackson 5, helping them gain 
national exposure and lead-
ing them to sign with Motown 
Records in 1972.

The band released their 
debut album, “Machine Gun,” 
in 1974 and reached No. 22 on 
the Billboard Hot 100. They 
released a quick succession 
of albums — “Caught in the 
Act,” “Movin’ On” and “Hot 
on the Tracks” — catapult-
ing the band to mainstream 
success. LaPread played bass 
on the band’s most memora-
ble songs, including “Easy,” 
“Three Times a Lady” and 
“Brick House,” the latter a 
song that LaPread insisted 
they put on the album.

After working on 11 al-
bums with the band, La-
Pread left the Commodores 
in 1986 and moved to New 
Zealand. During his time with 
the Commodores, the group 
earned nine Grammy nomi-
nations and won an award for 
their song “Nightshift.”

LaPread joined the Com-
modores onstage last Oc-
tober during a tour stop in 
Auckland, New Zealand. On 
Instagram, the band called 
performing with LaPread the 
“highlight” of their shows in 
Australia and New Zealand.

In addition to his daugh-
ter, LaPread is survived by his 
wife, Farideh; and children 
Mark and Ronald Jr.

Ronald LaPread, 
Commodores’ co-founder 
and bassist, dies at 75


