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Donald ‘Donnie’ Wayne Shankle
Donald “Donnie” Wayne 

Shankle, 74, of Frederick, 
Md., passed away at home 
with his wife and daugh-
ter by his side, on Oct. 10, 
2025. Born on Dec. 4, 1950, 
in Frederick, he was the son 
of the late Irving John Henry 
Shankle Jr. and Mabel Lou-
ise (Cook) Shankle.

Donnie is survived by 
his loving wife of 37 years, 
Sandra “Marie” (Bowman) 
Shankle, and his devoted 
daughter, Megan Elizabeth 
Shankle. He is also survived 
by his sister Nancy Smith 
and husband Richard of 
Frederick, Md., and brothers 
Lewis William Shankle and 
wife Susan of Mt. Airy, Md.; 
Kenneth Shankle and wife 
of Pennsylvania; and Law-
rence Shankle of Walkers-
ville, Md. He leaves behind 
a large and loving extended 
family of nieces, nephews, 
cousins, great-nieces, and 
great-nephews. He is also 
remembered fondly by Me-
gan’s mother, Terrie Oak-
ley and her late husband 
Charlie Oakley, who he was 
grateful Megan had as her 
bonus Dad, and many cher-
ished friends — especial-
ly Jim Hardy and wife Judy, 
and Jimmy Knill and wife 
Brenda.

In addition to his par-
ents, Donnie was preceded 
in death by his brother Ir-
ving John Henry Shankle III 
and his lifelong friend of 50 
years, Pierce “Sonny” Stine.

Donnie began his career 
as a bricklayer before proud-
ly serving his country in the 
United States Army. Follow-
ing his military service, he 
joined the Frederick City Po-
lice Department, where he 
served with dedication for 
22 years before retiring.

Retirement, however, 
never slowed him down. 
Donnie went on to work 
as an electrician for Ercole 
Electric for another 12 years 
before officially retiring at 
age 60 — ready to enjoy his 
favorite hobbies.

For 28 years, Donnie 
gave generously of his time 
and expertise through the 
Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance (VITA) and Tax Coun-
seling for the Elderly (TCE) 
programs, helping hun-
dreds of seniors file their 
taxes free of charge. Even 
during his illness, Donnie 
remained determined to 

complete as many returns 
as possible, taking great 
pride in accomplishing that 
goal.

A proud 47-year mem-
ber of the Francis Scott Key 
American Legion Post 11 in 
Frederick, Donnie was also 
part of the Legion Riders. 
Beyond his service, he was 
happiest on his motorcycle 
or out fishing — passions 
he pursued as often as pos-
sible. He also cherished his 
monthly lunches with fel-
low retired officers, swap-
ping stories and laughter at 
the Elks Lodge.

The family extends heart-
felt thanks to Dr. Allen Mis-
soi, Dr. Jonathan Marx, the 
nurses and technicians of 
Interventional Radiology 
at Frederick Health Hospi-
tal, Dr. Ali Husain and Kelly 
Hausenbauer, PA, at Freder-
ick Gastroenterology Asso-
ciates, and Linda Muehl his 
primary care doctor, for 
their compassionate care 
and support throughout 
Donnie’s illness.

A Celebration of Life 
will be held on Saturday, 
Nov. 1 at 11:30 a.m. at the 
American Legion FSK Post 
11, 1450 Taney Ave., Fred-
erick, Md. Guests are en-
couraged to come as Don-
nie would have liked — in 
a favorite t-shirt, sweatshirt, 
and jeans — and to bring a 
story to share. A light lunch 
will be served for those who 
attend.

Arrangements are with 
Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Frederick. Expressions of 
sympathy may be offered to 
the family at StaufferFuneral 
Home.com.
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Gerald Thomas
A historian, a woodwork-

er, and a teacher. “He was a 
Good Man” He was a good 
man, yet afraid of people’s 
love — both giving and re-
ceiving. He loved to read 
because it was safe. When 
he died, he asked the nurse 
to call him ‘Pops’. He was a 
good man yet feared con-
nection with people. Mi-
chelle — Your dad deep-
ly loved you, yet he was 
afraid to show it. Chad — 
Soulmate to you. Fearing 
love from you while also 
afraid to show his love to 
you. Karsten — connected 
to Jerry yet both fearing re-
jection of each other. Suzy 
— best friend. But he was a 
good man, I loved him and 
we both felt blessed having 
each other. Goodbye Jerry, 
see you again soon. Thanks 
to: Jerry’s Ohio and Swed-
ish families. Jerry is sur-
vived by: Norma (his first 
wife and mother of Michelle 
and Chad Thomas), Mar-
gareta (wife), and Karsten 
Hazlett (stepson) and Sar-
ah Rosa (Karsten’s partner). 
We are so thankful for the 
support and love of many 
friends and neighbors in-

cluding: Daybreak, Tina for 
guiding Margareta during 
this sad time; Marcella and 
Carlos who were so help-
ful and who were constant 
friends over the many years; 
Frederick Hospital and staff, 
who helped Jerry during his 
death. His wife, Margareta, 
is especially thankful for the 
hospital’s thoughtfulness; 
Brandenburg & Stein Fu-
neral Parlor, who cared for 
him lovingly after his death. 
We are thankful for his God 
who holds him in his arms. 
Jerry was buried naturally in 
a grove of walnut trees (his 
favorite woodworking ma-
terial) at Morris Orchard in 
Frederick.

Shirley Eileen Smith
It is with great sadness 

that we announce the pass-
ing of Shirley Eileen Smith, 
88, of New Market, Md., who 
passed away peacefully on 
Oct. 21, 2025. Born Jan. 15, 
1937, in Cedar Grove, she 
was the youngest of seven 
children of Jessie and Wil-
liam Poole.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Rich-
ard Kemp Smith; her par-
ents; siblings; and eldest 
son, Terry Allen Burns. She 
is survived by her sons, Gary 
Michael Burns and Rich-
ard Kemp Smith Jr.; niece, 
Jade Soltani; grandchildren, 
Christine, Alexis, Gavin, Ty-
ler, Jessie, and Madeline; 
great-grandchildren, Austin 
and Noah; and many nieces 
and nephews.

Shirley lived her life with 
strength, conviction, and an 
unwavering sense of inde-
pendence. She had a sharp 

eye for a good deal, a soft 
spot for angels, and a lifelong 
devotion to Redskins foot-
ball. Shirley loved the sweet-
ness of peaches, fall weather, 
and her daily walks with her 
partner in crime, Jack — her 
19-year-old Bichon Frise.

Shirley had a deep for an-
imals. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that contri-
butions be made to the Hu-
mane Society.

DEATH NOTICES
Eugene Fossett, II, of Frederick, died Monday, Oct. 20. 

Arrangements are by Rollins Life Celebration Center, Fred-
erick.

Donald “Donnie” Wayne Shankle, of Frederick, died 
Friday, Oct. 10. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral 
Home, Frederick.

Mrs. Fran M Savin, of Ijamsville, died Friday, Oct. 24. 
Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Frederick.

George Kirk
George Vincent Kirk was 

born in New York City in 
1947 to George Kirk (for-
merly Kirichenko) and 
Martha Kirk (nee Grimal-
di) where he grew up with 
a large extended family and 
many friends. When his fa-
ther’s position took the fam-
ily to Africa in 1962 with the 
Department of State Foreign 
Service, he went to Rome to 
attend high school at the 
Notre Dame International 
School, where he also made 
life-long friends. In 1964, the 
family returned to Bethes-
da, Md., where he gradu-
ated from Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase High School. George 
completed his undergrad-
uate studies at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, earning a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in Criminal Justice in 1975.

George worked in Pa-
role and Probation (P&P) 
for the State of Maryland for 
forty years, retiring in 2016. 
He participated in the pilot 
Home Detention Program 
for P&P and Corrections Su-
pervisors and, as part of that 
program, graduated second 
in his class from the Mary-
land State Police Acade-
my. At different times, he 
supervised offices in Silver 
Spring, Frederick, and West-
ern Maryland. While he re-
tired as a Field Supervisor II, 
he derived his greatest sat-
isfaction from being a P&P 
Agent, working directly with 
offenders whose successes 
he followed long after they 
left his office.

George was actively in-
volved in Mt. Carmel United 
Methodist Church for over 
thirty years and was a Lay 
Servant. He participated in 
many community organi-
zations and boards, taking 
his responsibilities as citi-
zen and steward very seri-
ously. George loved living in 
Frederick County, where he 
married and raised his son, 
the joy of his life! He enjoyed 
spending time with family 
and friends, concerts in the 
park, supporting local busi-
nesses and activities, cook-
ing and watching football. 
He was a loving father, hus-
band, son, and brother, and 
he treasured his friendships. 
From a young age, George 
appreciated traveling and 
being exposed to different 
cultures, especially with his 
son. His favorite time, how-
ever, was going to his home-
away-from-home in Broad-

kill Beach, DE, where he 
spent many happy summers 
and autumns.

George passed sur-
rounded by loved ones in 
University of Maryland Hos-
pital in Baltimore at the age 
of 77. The family is grate-
ful for the exceptional care 
he received from Dr. Mou-
hamad S. Bazzi of Freder-
ick, MD and the whole staff 
in the Neuro-ICU at the hos-
pital. He was preceded in 
death by his mother and fa-
ther, his grandmother, Anna 
Grimaldi and many extend-
ed family members. He is 
survived by his son, George 
Michael Kirk, his ex-wife 
Trena Little Kirk, her daugh-
ter Brittany Witt and her 
husband Brandon and chil-
dren Brantley and Emmer-
son, his sister Frances Kirk 
Tucker and many beloved 
friends all over the world.

A viewing will be held at 
Keeney and Basford Funer-
al Home, 106 E. Church St. 
on Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025, 
from 4 to 7 p.m. The funer-
al service will be held at Mt. 
Carmel United Method-
ist Church, 9411 Baltimore 
Road, Frederick, Md., on 
Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025 be-
ginning at 1 p.m. The fam-
ily will receive friends at 
McClintock Distilling, 35 S. 
Carroll St. from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Interment will be private at 
Resthaven Memorial Gar-
dens. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
to Mt. Carmel United Meth-
odist Church, https://www 
.hopemtcarmel.org/, in 
memory of George V. Kirk.

Howard Wayne Arnold
Howard Wayne Arnold, 

86, of New Oxford, Pa., en-
tered God’s eternal care on 
Friday, Oct.17, 2025, at the 
Lorien in Taneytown, Md.

Born May 21, 1939, in 
Brunswick, Md., he was the 
son of the late Howard B. 
and Blanche M. (Ruby) Ar-
nold. Wayne was the loving 
husband of the late Mary C. 
(Piper) Arnold, with whom 
he shared 64 years of mar-
riage until her passing on 
April 22, 2025.

Wayne was a member of 
Calvary Bible Church, Ha-
nover, Pa., and helped with 
the Supper Six Program at 
the church.

Wayne was a 1957 grad-
uate of Brunswick High, 
in Brunswick, Md., and a 
1969 graduate of Benja-
min Franklin University in 
Washington, D.C., with a 
degree in Computer Science 
and Accounting. He was a 
computer systems analyst 
and accountant for the U.S. 
Veteran’s Administration for 
36 years until his retirement 
in 1994.

Wayne loved model rail-
roading — building his own 
large-scale layout, he also 
enjoyed gardening, wood-
working, meteorology and 
watching the clouds, travel-
ing, and spending time with 
his friends and family.

Wayne is survived by 
his children, Kathy M. (Ar-
nold) Stahl of New Oxford, 
PA, and David W. Arnold 
and wife Bonnie C. Finni-
cum Arnold of Fairfield, PA; 
6 grandchildren, John Z. 
Stahl, Elizabeth Stahl Snow, 
Richard Z. Stahl, Cameron 

E. Arnold, Kyle N. Arnold, 
and Travis W. Arnold; and 
two great-grandchildren, 
Gabriel J. Snow and Michael 
J. Snow. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Mary, and 
by a half-brother, Aubrey 
Arnold.

A funeral service to cele-
brate and remember Wayne 
will be held 10:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 1, 2025, at Cal-
vary Bible Church, 603 Wil-
son Ave., Hanover, Pa., with 
the Rev. Dom Aquilino offi-
ciating. Burial will be in Jef-
ferson Reformed Cemetery, 
Jefferson, Md. Viewings and 
times to share memories 
with the family will be held 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, 
Oct. 31, 2025, at the Kenwor-
thy Funeral Home & Crema-
tory, Inc., 66 E. Hanover St., 
Gettysburg (Bonneauville), 
Pa., and from 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025, 
at the church.

The Kenworthy Funeral 
Home & Crematory, Inc., 66 
E. Hanover St., Gettysburg 
(Bonneauville), Pa., has 
been entrusted by the fam-
ily with the funeral arrange-
ments. Memories and con-
dolences may be shared at 
www.kenworthyfh.com.

John Greene, Jr.
John A. Greene, Jr. — 

We are saddened to an-
nounce the passing of John 
A. Greene, Jr., on Wednes-
day, Oct. 22, 2025. He fought 
a long and courageous bat-
tle for the last two years.

John was a strong, 
fun-loving, Gentle Giant — 
but intimated by no one. His 
greatest joy was loving his 
wife, children, grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren, 
nieces, and nephews. He 
enjoyed sharing his knowl-
edge about finances, real es-
tate, and politics. He was an 
encyclopedia of knowledge.

He retired from the fed-
eral government after 37 
years and was a Real Estate 
Broker for 50 years — still 
holding his Broker license 
until his death. He served in 
the Washington, D.C., Na-
tional Guard and was called 
to duty during the Martin 
Luther King riots. He was 
an early pioneer of comput-
er operations and program-
ming. After his retirement 
from the federal govern-
ment, he was called back 
to serve as a Contractor 
Computer Analyst during 
the Y2K crisis. He was cen-
sus taker for the US Census 
Bureau, Volunteer Election 
Judge, and Homeowners 
Association President.

John is survived by 
his wife, Virginia (Gin-
ny) Greene; daughter, Mi-
chelle Brazelton and hus-
band, Rick, Anthony Greene 
and wife, Jennifer, Phil-
ip Greene, Adam Greene 
and wife, Wendy. He was 
so proud of his grandchil-
dren, Margaret, Xavier, Ad-
dison, and Elizabeth. John 
and Ginny were so blessed 
to have an extended grand-
daughter and grandson, 

Carly and husband, Tom 
Davis, and Chris and Emily 
Brazelton. Blessed also with 
nine great-grandchildren, 
Caroline, Alan, Emily, Ruth, 
George, Rose, Susanna, Ma-
son, and Madison. He also 
had a stepbrother, Larry and 
wife, Mickey; and sisters, 
Noami and Mary.

Family and friends will 
be received from 6 to 8 p.m. 
on Monday, Oct. 27, 2025 
at Stauffer Funeral Home, 
1621 Opossumtown Pike in 
Frederick.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Oct. 28 at the funeral home 
in Frederick officiated by 
Pastor Donald Moenich. 
Burial will follow at Resthav-
en Memorial Gardens.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made, in 
John’s name, to: First Bap-
tist Church of Frederick, P.O. 
Box, 1885, Frederick, MD 
21702. Expressions of sym-
pathy may be offered to the 
family at StaufferFuneral 
Home.com.

Paul Orrison, Sr.
Paul Lee Orrison, Sr., 

of Brunswick, Md., passed 
away on Oct. 21, 2025, at the 
age of 95.

An all-sports fanat-
ic, Paul was involved in ev-
erything from basketball to 
baseball to soccer, and even 
spent his extra hours work-
ing part-time on the railroad 
as a fireman.

Soon after graduating 
high school, Paul met the 
love of his life, June, while 
ice skating on the Potomac 
River canal in Brunswick. 
The two married soon af-
terward and shared 64 won-
derful years together before 
her passing. June told Paul 
they’d had a great life to-
gether.

Paul proudly served his 
country in the United States 
Air Force during the Kore-
an War, often joking that 
he chose the Air Force “be-
cause they were least like-
ly to be shot at.” Around the 
same time, he studied at 
Bliss Electrical School, be-
ginning a lifelong career in 
electronics.

Following his military 
service, Paul and Fami-
ly lived in Machias Maine, 
Manassas, Va., and Holli-
daysburg, Pa., before set-
tling in good ole Brunswick, 
Md!

It was in Brunswick 
where he and June raised 
their three sons. He worked 
for the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration as an electron-
ic technician, maintaining 
and repairing radar equip-
ment.

Paul gave back to his 
community as the manag-
er for the Brunswick Little 
League teams which includ-
ed managing Brunswick’s 
first two Maryland state 
championship teams—both 
of which included his sons.

In his later years, Paul en-
joyed hunting back in Maine, 
golfing and shooting pool 
with his sons and remained 
active in the Maryland pool 
leagues into his 90’s!

He will be remembered 
for his humor, love of fam-
ily, and lifelong passion for 
sports.

Paul is survived by his 
three sons, Paul Jr. and Wife 
Leanne, Britt and his Wife 
Lydia, and Chris and his 
Wife Melissa. Paul also has 5 
Grandchildren and 11 Great 
Grandchildren and many 
loving friends and extend-
ed family. Unique as it may 
be, Paul was 92 years older 
that his youngest Grandson, 
Chris and Melissa’s son Jack.

Paul was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife, 
June in 2016.

A celebration of life will 
be at a later date. Inurn-
ment will be private at Park 
Heights Cemetery, Bruns-
wick, Md.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to The Brunswick 
Maryland Little League that 
Paul was a huge part of.

Make checks out to:
Brunswick Railroaders 

Little League
PO Box 98
Jefferson, MD 21755
Please add Paul Orrison 

name in the memo line.
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