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Gail Guyton
Gail Thomas Guyton, 

86, a Florida resident with 
homes in Frederick and 
Deep Creek, Md., passed 
away on March 29, 2026, 
surrounded by his loving 
family, after a courageous 
battle with glioblastoma.

Born on March 2, 1940, 
in Burkittsville, Md., Gail 
was the son of Arthur R. 
Guyton and Pauline M.K. 
(Zecher) Guyton. Raised 
on the family farm in 
Burkittsville, he graduat-
ed from Middletown High 
School in 1958. In 1960 
while in college, he mar-
ried his high school sweet-
heart Joyce, and from that 
day forward they became 
a team. After graduating 
from American Universi-
ty in 1963 with a degree in 
Business Administration 
and Real Estate, he joined 
the firm Morgan-Keller, a 
company he worked for as 
a summer laborer in high 
school. In 1980, he became 
President and led the com-
pany’s successful transi-
tion from custom residen-
tial work into commercial, 
industrial, and construc-
tion management oper-
ations. Under his leader-
ship, Morgan-Keller grew 
into a premier construc-
tion company serving the 
Mid-Atlantic Region, a leg-
acy his sons now continue.

For more than 40 years, 
Gail and his wife found a 
beloved home at Ocean 
Reef, where Gail became 
deeply involved in the 
life of the community. He 
served for years on both 
the old and new Chapel 
Boards, on the new Chap-
el Building Committee, 
and on the Card Sound 
Golf Club Board. With con-
struction management 
as his focus, Gail devot-
ed countless hours to the 
new Chapel, helping over-
see the project, review de-
tails, and keep it on budget 
through every phase of the 
two-year build. Despite the 
challenges of Covid, the 
Chapel held its first service 
in May 2022 as planned. 
Gail and Joyce also made 
a significant gift to the new 
Chapel, including the cross 
that hangs in the sanctu-
ary. Together, they helped 
lead and support the Art 
League through the form-
ing of the Palette Society, 
helping to secure needed 
funds for renovations and 
an addition. Today the Art 
League serves as another 
meaningful part of Ocean 
Reef life.

In Frederick, Gail 
chaired and served on 
many boards and commit-
tees. Of the many boards 
he sat on, FCNB Bank and 
Frederick Memorial Hospi-
tal (Frederick Health) were 
the most challenging and 
rewarding. He helped es-
tablish Frederick Health’s 
Order of the Good Samar-
itan, a group of caring and 
engaged individuals whose 
charitable contributions 
help support countless 
lives in the community. 
He earned the Good Sa-
maritan Award for his gen-
erosity, selflessness, and 
commitment to the com-
munity. He was also an ac-
tive member of the Rota-
ry Club and local Ruritan 
Club, often among the first 
to volunteer when help was 
needed.

A devoted member of St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church in 
Wolfsville, Maryland, Gail 
lived his faith through ex-
ample. He served as Trea-
surer, Sunday School 
teacher, and founder of the 
church’s Youth Group, en-
couraging young people 

to live with purpose and 
serve others. One tradition 
he started with the youth 
group was packing baskets 
for those in need and deliv-
ering them while singing 
Christmas carols, a tradi-
tion that continues today.

Gail also served as a Boy 
Scout leader and a Wild-
cat baseball coach. He was 
a constant source of en-
couragement to his chil-
dren, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren. He 
and Joyce opened their 
home to friends, exchange 
students, and others in 
need of hospitality, making 
everyone feel welcome.

He loved golf at Ocean 
Reef Club, Card Sound 
Golf Club and Holly Hills 
Country Club, fishing with 
friends and family, and 
woodworking. Gail will be 
remembered most for the 
example he set: a life of 
faith, humility, generosity, 
and service.

Gail is survived by his 
loving wife of sixty-five 
years, Joyce; his children, 
Brad Guyton (Lisa), Darrell 
Guyton (Kris), and Sharon 
Strine (Rusty); his grand-
children, Christian Miel-
ke (Madison), Colin Strine 
(Nui), Megan Clemson 
(Jon), Austin Strine (Emi-
ly), Matthew Guyton, Mark 
Guyton, and Sarah Guy-
ton; and his great-grand-
children, Bodee Potijun, 
Nathaniel Strine, Morgan 
Strine, Brie Clemson,Tra-
vis Clemson and the new-
est great grandson, baby 
Strine, due in May; sister 
in-law, Gloria Moore and 
many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
brothers William Guyton 
and Wayne Guyton; sis-
ter-in-law, Patricia H Guy-
ton; brother-in-law, Bry-
an Moore; niece, Michelle 
Guyton.

A Florida memorial ser-
vice to celebrate a life well 
lived will be held Monday, 
April 13 at 11 a.m. in the 
Chapel at Ocean Reef. Fol-
lowing the service, a light 
luncheon will be held in 
the Chapel Gardens. If you 
will be traveling to Ocean 
Reef to attend, email Brad 
at bradguyton@aol.com. 
To watch the service when 
posted: OCR YouTube

A Maryland memori-
al service for the fami-
ly and friends will be held 
Wednesday, June 10 at 11 
a.m. at St. Mark’s Luther-
an Church, 12704 Wolfs-
ville Rd, Smithsburg. Fol-
lowing the service, a light 
luncheon will be held in 
St. Mark’s Sunday School. 
To watch the service when 
posted: St. Mark’s YouTube

In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that memori-
al donations be made in 
Gail’s honor to The Ocean 
Reef Chapel Foundation, 
32 Ocean Reef Drive, Key 
Largo, FL 33037, or St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
12704 Wolfsville Road, 
Smithsburg, MD 21783.

As you read this, it is the 
hope of the family that you 
feel the warmth of the true 
depth of his soul.

James Kluttz
James “Jim” Kilgo Klut-

tz, 84, of Frederick, Md., 
passed away on March 4, 
2026. Born on June 4, 1941, 
in Albemarle, N.C., Jim was 
the son of Elizabeth “Bet-
ty” West Kluttz and Jo-
seph Ransom Kluttz, Sr. He 
graduated from Albemar-
le High School in 1959 and 
got his start working at the 
local radio station, WABZ.

Jim attended the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, earning his de-
gree in Business Adminis-
tration in 1963 while com-
peting for the wrestling 
team. He was the epitome 
of a proud Tar Heel. He nev-
er missed a UNC basketball 
game and almost always 
wore Carolina blue, which 
complemented his eyes.

In 1964, he earned his 
Master of Business Admin-
istration in Healthcare Ad-
ministration from George 
Washington University and 
went on to complete his 
residency at Washington 
County Hospital in Hager-
stown, Md. In 1966, he be-
gan his professional ca-
reer as a First Lieutenant at 
the U.S. Air Force Region-
al Hospital at Carswell Air 
Force Base in Fort Worth, 
Texas, during the Vietnam 
War.

There he met his wife, 
Faye, who was an Air Force 
nurse. She saw him in the 
cafeteria, out of uniform, 
and walked right up to ask 
what he was doing there. 
That moment began their 
lifetime together. Jim and 
Faye married two years 
later at First Methodist 
Church in Fort Worth.

The couple settled in 
Southern Pines, NC, short-
ly after when Jim became 
an Associate Administrator 
at Moore Regional Hospi-
tal. In 1980, their family of 
four packed up and moved 
to Frederick, Md., where 
he would spend the next 
25 years as President and 
CEO of Frederick Memori-
al Hospital (now Frederick 
Health).

Above all, Jim will be re-
membered for his integri-
ty, character, and leader-
ship. Giving back was at 
his core. His commitment 
to service began early, as 
an Eagle Scout, and con-
tinued throughout his life. 
In 1998, he was honored 
with the National Capi-
tal Area Council of Freder-
ick County’s Distinguished 
Citizen Award for his con-
tributions. He was deep-
ly involved as a member 
of the Community Foun-
dation of Frederick Coun-
ty, the Rotary Club, Club 
18, and was a co-founder 
of Thomas Johnson Youth 
Soccer (TJAY). He served 
in numerous roles for the 
Maryland Hospital Associ-
ation (MHA) and received 
the MHA Distinguished 
Service Award. Jim also 
served as a delegate from 
Maryland for the American 
Hospital Association (AHA) 
and was on their Executive 
Board. In retirement, he 
also served as President of 
the Board of Homewood 
and Chair of the Home-
wood Foundation.

Jim was everything you 
would want in a husband, 
father, Papa, and friend. He 
was humble, modest, and a 
true gentleman. He was a 
man of few words at times, 
but an incredible listener. 
When he spoke, his words 
were thoughtful, sharp, 
and witty. He found joy in 
simple things: fishing with 
his hospital admin group, 
working on puzzles, gar-
dening, and tending to his 
birdfeeders.

He loved to travel and 
approached it with the 

same care he brought to ev-
erything. He planned ev-
ery trip himself, from Eu-
rope to Africa, Canada, 
Mexico, and nearly all 50 
states. His favorite trips, 
however, were the annu-
al Kluttz family vacations 
to the Outer Banks, where 
his love for the beach and 
the ocean was evident, and 
some of his happiest mem-
ories were made. After re-
tirement, Jim and Faye 
spent the winter months at 
New Smyrna Beach, Fla., 
enjoying the warm weath-
er, great meals, and time 
together.

Family was everything 
to Jim. He drafted de-
tailed records of his child-
hood and took a deep in-
terest in his ancestry. Jim 
was not one to talk about 
himself, but when he did, it 
was about his children and 
grandchildren, of whom 
he was incredibly proud. 
He made it a priority to be 
present, rarely missing a 
sporting or special event 
for his children and grand-
children. They will car-
ry Jim with them in every-
thing they do, honoring his 
legacy through how they 
live, the example he set, 
and the values he instilled.

Jim is survived by his 
wife of 57 years, Faye Klut-
tz; his children, Kristen 
(Joe) Pinto and Jeff (Tara) 
Kluttz; and his eight grand-
children, Abigail, Joseph, 
and Andrew Pinto, Elaina, 
Lauren, Elizabeth, Alexan-
dra, and Olivia Kluttz, all of 
Frederick.

In addition, he is sur-
vived by his sisters-in-law, 
Rita Dovre of Minneota, 
Minn. and Martha Chap-
man of Cary, N.C.; his niec-
es and nephews, Joe Klut-
tz, III (Lisa) of Huntersville, 
NC, Neil Kluttz (Michele) 
of Matthews, N.C., Sara 
Dovre Wudali (Mahadev) 
of St. Paul, Minn., David 
Dovre (Paula) of Minneo-
ta, Minn., Dorothy Cowan 
(Jay) of Cary, N.C., Judson 
Cowan (Blair) of Edinburg, 
Scotland; and numerous 
great-nieces and nephews.

Jim was preceded in 
death by his parents; broth-
er, Joseph Ransom Kluttz 
Jr.; his parents-in-law, Ru-
dolph and Fern Willgohs; 
and brother-in-law, Allan 
Dovre.

Visitation will be held on 
Friday, April 10, 2026 from 5 
to 8 p.m. at Stauffer Funeral 
Home, 1621 Opossumtown 
Pike in Frederick. A private 
family service will be held 
at a later date.

Memorial donations 
may be made to the Home-
wood Living Frederick Be-
nevolent Care Fund, c/o the 
Homewood Living Founda-
tion, 16107 Elliott Parkway, 
Williamsport, MD 21795, or 
to Frederick Health Hospi-
tal, P.O. Box 718, Frederick, 
MD 21705.

Expressions of sympa-
thy may be offered to the 
family at StaufferFuneral-
Home.com.

Alma L. “Bonnie” Bailey-Baker
Alma Louise “Bonnie” 

Bailey-Baker, 79, of Hager-
stown, Md., passed away on 
Wednesday, April 1, 2026, 
at Meritus Medical Center, 
Hagerstown, Md.

Bonnie was born on July 
30, 1946, in Baltimore, Md., 
to the late Philip Hamble-
ton and Anna Katherine 
(Trotter) Bailey.

She was a 1964 graduate 
of Catonsville High School 
and went on to receive a 
bachelor’s degree in envi-
ronmental sciences from 
the University of Maryland 
College Park.

Bonnie was employed 
by Giant Foods of Landover 
as a cashier until her retire-
ment.

She was a member of 
League Women Voters of 
Frederick, Md., for over 
35 years, where she also 
served as president for 25 
years. Bonnie had a strong 
passion and deep knowl-
edge of governmental af-
fairs. She campaigned in 
2002 for Frederick County 
Commissioner. However, 
Bonnie’s greatest love was 
for her family.

Bonnie is survived by 
her loving husband Cliff 
Baker, whom she married 
on November 7, 1977, son 
Gary Baker and his spouse 
Kathryn; brother Philip 
Bailey; sister Barbara Bai-
ley; grandson Tristan Bak-
er and his partner Monica 
Baranko; 5 great grandchil-
dren; adopted family Jo-
selin and Mauricio, their 

children Valeria, Victoria, 
and Alonso, and Valeria’s 
daughter Vero; many be-
loved nieces and nephews 
that were dear to her heart.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her grandson 
Brent Baker.

The family will receive 
friends at the Osborne Fu-
neral Home, P.A. 425 S. 
Conococheague St., Wil-
liamsport, Md., on Tues-
day, April 7, 2026 from 5 - 7 
p.m.

A Celebration of Life 
will be announced at a lat-
er date.

Online condolences may 
be expressed to the fami-
ly at: www.osbornefuneral-
home.net

Theodore “Ted”  
Edward Thompson, II

Ted passed away at the 
Iowa Veteran’s Home on 
September 8, 2025. Ted was 
born on Aug. 3, 1945 to Ed & 
Evelyn Thompson. Ted was 
raised in Poplar Springs 
Maryland by his grandpar-
ents, Leroy & Irene Thomp-
son. Ted had many fond 
memories of growing up 
with his uncle David in the 
family’s two story farm-
house and spending time 
with his beloved aunt Vivi-
an and her son Keith.

Ted and his first wife 
Lynn had three children 
together; Robyn, Eve, and 
infant Teddy, who passed 
away shortly after birth. 
Ted and Lynn remained 
friends after their divorce. 
Ted served in the Air Force 
during the Vietnam War 
and received an honorable 
discharge.

Ted met his wife Vivian 
on Friday, November 13th 
1981 in a bar in Rochester, 
Minnesota. While Friday 
the 13th is normally an un-
lucky day, it turned out to 
be the luckiest day of Ted’s 
life. They married on March 
6, 1982 and moved to Iowa. 
Ted and Vivian raised their 
daughters Theresa, Christi-
na and Sada near Elkader, 
Iowa and Ted dearly loved 
boating, camping and fish-
ing on the Mississippi Riv-
er as well as hunting deer in 
the hills of Northeast Iowa.

In addition to his out-
door hobbies, Ted enjoyed 
writing stories and doing 
woodworking projects. Ted 
was proud of his sarcastic 
sense of humor. During his 
final months Ted took great 
joy from watching dozens 
of birds at the birdfeeder 
outside of his window at the 
Iowa Veteran’s Home and 
loudly protested his daugh-
ters’ labeling of his birdies 
as “flying pigs.”

Ted is survived by his 
wife of 43 years, Vivian, as 
well as daughters Robyn, 

Eve (Kenny) Gordon, The-
resa (Kraig) Jones, Chris-
tina Thompson, and Sada 
Thompson as well as grand-
children Kenneth Gordon 
Jr (McKenzie), Katelyn Gor-
don, and Arya Rose Jones. 
Ted is also survived by 
great grandson Asher Gor-
don. Ted’s cousin Keith and 
sister-in-law Sandra will 
also miss him.

Ted was pre-deceased 
by his “Mother” and “Dad-
dy”, Leroy & Irene Thomp-
son; his father, Ed Thomp-
son & step-mother Kitty 
Thompson; his half-broth-
er Leroy Thompson; his be-
loved aunt Vivian Thomp-
son Stewart; and his infant 
son, Teddy.

The family will host a 
visitation on Friday, April 
10, 2026, from 10:30 to 11:30 
am at Stauffer Funeral 
Home, 8 E. Ridgeville Blvd, 
Mt. Airy, MD 21771, with 
interment to follow in Pop-
lar Springs UMC Cemetery, 
Mt. Airy.

Nancy Smith Hughes
Nancy Dolores (Shank) 

Smith Hughes, 90, of Jef-
ferson, Md., died Tues-
day, March 10 in Freder-
ick, Md. Born in 1935 to 
the late Melvin A. Shank 
and Eldred E. Jennings 
Shank, she was the wife 
of the late Millard Sam-
uel Smith Jr. and the late 
Dale W. Hughes. She grad-
uated from Brunswick 
High School in 1954. For 
many years, she lived and 
worked with her first hus-
band, Millard Jr., on Val 
Lee Farm in Jefferson. Lat-
er she worked at Fort Det-
rick as a Small Business In-
novation Research (SBIR) 
Program Coordinator for 
34 years, retiring in 2011. 

Nancy loved to go out 
swing dancing, see live mu-
sic concerts in the commu-
nity, and frequented bingo 
nights. She filled her time 
with local events, includ-

ing attending dinners at the 
Jefferson VFC, the annual 
Smith Family reunion, ‘Nif-
ty Fifties’ Brunswick High 
School reunions, and the 
Red Hats Society. She was 
a fashion icon, avid crafter, 
and voracious reader. Nan-
cy enjoyed traveling, espe-
cially when it gave her the 
chance to take in beautiful 
scenery across the country. 

Nancy was a lifetime 
and devoted member of 
Grace Episcopal Church in 
Brunswick: she was bap-
tized, confirmed, and mar-
ried there, in addition to 
serving on committees. 
She was a member of the 
Brunswick Eagles #1136 
since 1999, as well as the 

Moose Club. 
Surviving her are three 

grandchildren, Shan-
non and Danielle Smith of 
Baltimore, Md., and Jes-
sica Smith of Vail, Colo.; 
daughter-in-law Karen 
Smith Racicot and her hus-
band Bob Racicot, of Fred-
erick, Md. She was prede-
ceased by her sons, Millard 
Samuel “Sam” Smith III 
and Melvin “Todd” Smith. 
Her funeral service will be 
at 2 p.m. on April 18, 2026 
at Grace Episcopal Church, 
114 E. A St., Brunswick, 
Md. Reverend Edie Holton 
will officiate. A reception 
will follow. She will be in-
urned in Grace Episcopal 
Church.
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Obituaries are paid announcements.
The Frederick News-Post is not responsible for content.
All obituaries must be verified by the funeral home or 

the legal instititution of record prior to placement.
All obituaries should be submitted to us through Me-

moriams.com. The deadline for submitting and changes is 
3 p.m. If you are submitting from a funeral home, please 
go to memoriams.com. If you are a private party individu-
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A simple death notice can be published at no charge. In-
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ed, date of death, and funeral home of record. For a simple 
death notice, please email obituaries@newspost.com

For questions, please contact the obituaries desk Mon-
day-Friday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 301-662-1162.

The Frederick News-Post reserves the right to make any 
grammatical changes as necessary.


