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Commanders 
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Good morning! Courage is the price that life exacts for granting peace. — Amelia Earhart 84°/57°

Weather, B10

ALL ABOARD

By SOPHIA TAREEN 
Associated Press

CHICAGO — Storming 
an apartment complex by 
helicopter as families slept. 
Deploying chemical agents 
near a public school. Hand-
cuffing a Chicago City Coun-
cil member at a hospital.

Activists, residents and 
leaders say increasingly 
combative tactics used by 
federal immigration agents 
are sparking violence and fu-
eling neighborhood tensions 
in the nation’s third-largest 
city.

“They are the ones that 
are making it a war zone,” Il-
linois Gov. JB Pritzker said 
Sunday on CNN. “They fire 
tear gas and smoke gre-
nades, and they make it look 
like it’s a war zone.”

More than 1,000 immi-
grants have been arrested 
since an immigration crack-

down started last month 
in the Chicago area. The 
Trump administration has 
also vowed to deploy Nation-
al Guard troops in its agenda 
to boost deportations.

But U.S. citizens, immi-
grants with legal status and 
children have been among 
those detained in increas-
ingly brazen and aggressive 
encounters which pop up 
daily across neighborhoods 
in the city of 2.7 million and 
its many suburbs.

Arriving by helicopter
Activists and residents 

were taking stock Sunday at 
an apartment building on 
Chicago’s South Side where 
the Department of Home-
land Security said 37 im-
migrants were arrested re-
cently in an operation that’s 
raised calls for investigation 
by Pritzker.

While federal agents have 

mostly focused on immi-
grant-heavy and Latino en-
claves, the operation ear-
ly Tuesday unfolded in the 
largely Black South Shore 
neighborhood that’s had a 
small influx of migrants reset-
tled in Chicago while seeking 
asylum.

Agents used unmarked 
trucks and a helicopter to 
surround the five-story apart-
ment building. NewsNa-
tion, which was invited to ob-
serve the operation, reported 
agents “rappelled from Black 
Hawk helicopters.” Agents 
then went door to door, woke 
up residents and used zip ties 
to restrain them.

Residents and the Illinois 
Coalition for Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights, which can-
vassed the area, said those 
who were zip tied included 
children and U.S. citizens.

By MARWA BARAKAT
mbarakat@newspost.com

Vendors selling food and hand-
made crafts lined the streets of 
downtown Brunswick this week-
end in the city’s annual celebration 
of its history and local talent.

Brunswick Railroad Days, which 
took place Saturday and Sunday, 
saw nearly 4,000 visitors on the first 
day alone, according to event coor-
dinator Lauren Craker.

With more than 120 vendors, 
a larger food variety and various 
bands playing live music, this year’s 
event had one of the largest turn-
outs ever, said Craker, who has 
been involved with the event for 
eight years.

Craker said she could not have 
planned such an event without 
other city departments and the 
downtown local businesses “that 
have helped contribute and just 
help make this festival shine.”

At one booth, Jessica Kegel sold 
handmade engraved wood prod-
ucts and soy coconut candles in re-
cycled glass containers.

Kegel runs the small business 

By JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Republican and 
Democratic lawmakers at an impasse on 
reopening the federal government pro-
vided few public signs Sunday of mean-
ingful negotiations taking place to end 
what is about to be a six-day shutdown 
— with President Donald Trump saying 
that layoffs are occurring.

Asked on Sunday night when federal 
workers would be fired as he has threat-
ened to do, Trump told reporters: “It’s 
taking place right now and it’s all be-
cause of the Democrats.”

“The Democrats are causing the loss 
of a lot of jobs,” Trump added, declining 
to answer a question about which agen-
cies are subject to the cuts.

The possibility of layoffs would esca-
late an already tense situation in which 
Washington lawmakers have struggled to 
find common ground and build mutual 
trust. Leaders in both parties are betting 
that public sentiment has swung their 
way, putting pressure on the other side 
to cave.

Democrats are insisting on renewing 
subsidies to cover health insurance costs 
for millions of households, while Trump 
wants to preserve existing spending lev-
els as he believes that Democrats will 
have to cave because of the jobs and fed-
eral projects being put at risk.

The squabble comes at a moment of 
troubling economic uncertainty. While 
the U.S. economy has continued to grow 
this year, hiring has slowed and inflation 
remains elevated as Trump’s import tax-
es have created a series of disruptions 
for businesses and hurt confidence in his 
leadership. At the same time, there is a 
recognition that the nearly $2 trillion an-
nual budget deficit is financially unsus-
tainable.

House Democratic leader Hakeem Jef-
fries, among those appearing on the Sun-
day news shows, said there have been no 
talks with Republican leaders since their 
White House meeting last Monday.

“And, unfortunately, since that point 
in time, Republicans, including Don-

Craft and food vendors fill downtown 
Brunswick for annual Railroad Days

Natalie Tadesse and her son Niko Tadesse watch trains go around the tracks of a model train display 
at the Brunswick American Legion Post 96 on Sunday at Brunswick Railroad Days. They live in 
Adamstown.

Staff photos by Ric Dugan

Visitors check out the vendors on East Potomac Street in downtown Brunswick on Sunday during Brunswick Railroad Days.

(See BRUNSWICK A10)

Shutdown 
entering 
sixth day 

(See IMPASSE A10)

Republicans, Democrats 
remain at an impasse

Chicago immigration raids escalate with helicopters, chemical agents

Associated Press

Federal officers hold down a protestor in the Brighton Park neighborhood of Chicago on 
Saturday after protesters learned that U.S. Border Patrol shot a woman Saturday morning on 
Chicago’s Southwest Side.(See CHICAGO A10)
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Fate and Folly with her husband, 
and this was their second year 
participating in Railroad Days.

The event is profitable and 
provides great marketing oppor-
tunities for their business, Kegel 
said.

Kegel currently works as a 
biostatistician but hopes to grow 
Fate and Folly to become a full-
time small business owner.

She enjoys the live music, 
meeting customers and connect-
ing with fellow vendors.

Brunswick resident Terri Bon-
esteel wandered through the 
vendor booths on Sunday with 
her 11-year-old daughter, Lizzie 
Rhoades. They have attended the 
annual event for more than a de-
cade and recommend it to oth-
ers.

Rhoades said she enjoys look-
ing at the handmade crafts, es-
pecially the stuffed animals. Her 
grandfather volunteers at the 
Brunswick Heritage Museum, so 
the pair visited him as well.

“You see everybody you 
know, and it’s usually a gorgeous 
weekend,” Bonesteel said.

Todd Garvis and Kim Laza-
row, who live in downtown 
Brunswick, also enjoyed the 
event Sunday.

“We just really like to see the 
activity in downtown Bruns-
wick,” Lazarow said. “We’re all 
about Brunswick growing, and 
it’s changed a lot over the last few 
years.”

The couple, which has lived in 
the town for five years, now owns 
the historic house that was built 
by Dr. Arlington Horine. Horine 
is a former Brunswick mayor and 
operated a drug store and soda 
shop in the building.

Horine’s great grandchildren, 
Debbie Grooms, 70, Gemma 
Moren, 61, and Rob Dowlinge, 
55, attended the event on Sun-
day.

Horine’s descendants, whose 
mother was born in the Bruns-
wick house, said on Sunday their 
mother died last year. They vis-
ited the town for last year’s Rail-
road Days and stayed at the 
house in her memory.

Garvis and Lazarow, who op-
erate short-term rentals in the 
house, said they blocked off res-
ervations this weekend for the 
Horine family to stay for the an-
nual event.

Grooms said she enjoyed vis-
iting Brunswick to see the evolu-
tion of the town and the building 
since they visited as children.

“I like coming back just to see 
the building, and to know that 
our family was walking around 
in there, and it’s neat,” Dowlinge 
said.

They have sent many of their 
family artifacts to the Brunswick 
Heritage Museum for preserva-
tion.

The siblings said they enjoy 
reconnecting with their roots, 
connecting with the friendly res-
idents and admiring the town’s 
trains.

Craft and food vendors fill downtown Brunswick for annual Railroad Days
(BRUNSWICK from A1)

ald Trump, have gone radio silent,” Jef-
fries said. “And what we’ve seen is negoti-
ation through deepfake videos, the House 
canceling votes, and of course President 
Trump spending yesterday on the golf 
course. That’s not responsible behavior.”

The Trump administration sees the 
shutdown as an opening to wield greater 
power over the budget, with multiple offi-
cials saying they will save money as work-
ers are furloughed by imposing perma-
nent job cuts on thousands of government 
workers, a tactic that has never been used 
before.

Even though it would be Trump’s 
choice to cut jobs, he believes he can put 
the blame on the Democrats because of 
the shutdown.

“It’s up to them,” Trump told reporters 
on Sunday morning before boarding the 
presidential helicopter to celebrate the 
Navy’s 250th anniversary in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia.

While Trump rose to fame on the TV 
show “The Apprentice” with its catch-
phrase of “You’re fired,” Republicans on 
Sunday claimed that the administration 
would take no pleasure in letting go of 
federal workers, even though the admin-
istration had also put funding on hold 
for infrastructure and energy projects in 
Democratic areas without clear signs of 
remorse.

“We haven’t seen the details yet about 
what’s happening” with layoffs, House 
Speaker Mike Johnson said Sunday morn-
ing on NBC. “But it is a regrettable situa-
tion that the president does not want.”

Kevin Hassett, director of the White 
House National Economic Council, also 
said the administration would prefer to 
avoid the layoffs.

“We want the Democrats to come for-
ward and to make a deal that’s a clean, 
continuing resolution that gives us sev-
en more weeks to talk about these things,” 
Hassett said on CNN. “But the bottom line 
is that with Republicans in control, the Re-
publicans have a lot more power over the 
outcome than the Democrats.”

Democratic Sen. Adam Schiff of Cali-
fornia defended his party’s stance on the 
shutdown, saying on NBC that the possible 
increase in health care costs for “millions 
of Americans” would make insurance un-
affordable in what he called a “crisis.”

But Schiff also noted that the Trump 
administration has stopped congressio-
nally approved spending from being used. 
That essentially undermines the value 
of Democrats trying to seek compromis-
es on the budget since the administration 
could block the spending of money from 
any deal. The Trump administration sent 
Congress roughly $4.9 billion in “ pocket 
rescissions ” on foreign aid, a process that 
meant the spending was withheld without 
time for Congress to weigh in before the 
previous fiscal year ended last month.

“We need both to address the health 
care crisis and we need some written as-
surance in the law — I won’t take a prom-
ise — that they’re not going to renege on 
any deal we make,” Schiff said.

The television appearances indicat-
ed that Democrats and Republicans are 
busy talking, deploying internet memes 
against each other that have raised con-
cerns about whether it’s possible to nego-
tiate in good faith.

Vice President JD Vance said a video 
putting Jeffries in a sombrero and thick 
mustache was simply a joke, even though 
it came across as mocking people of Mexi-
can descent as Republicans insist that the 
Democratic demands would lead to health 
care spending on immigrants in the coun-
try illegally, a claim that Democrats dis-
pute.

Immigrants in the U.S. illegally are not 
eligible for any federal health care pro-
grams, including insurance provided 
through the Affordable Care Act and Med-
icaid. Still, hospitals do receive Medic-
aid reimbursements for emergency care 
that they are obligated to provide to peo-
ple who meet other Medicaid eligibility re-
quirements but do not have an eligible im-
migration status.

The challenge, however, is that the two 
parties do not appear to be having produc-
tive conversations with each other in pri-
vate, even as Republicans insist they are 
in conversation with their Democratic col-
leagues.

On Friday, a Senate vote to advance a 
Republican bill that would reopen the gov-
ernment failed to notch the necessary 60 
votes to end a filibuster. Johnson said the 
House would close for legislative business 
next week, a strategy that could obligate 
the Senate to work with the government 
funding bill that was passed by House Re-
publicans.

“Johnson’s not serious about this,” Sen-
ate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer 
said on CBS. “He sent all his congressmen 
home last week and home this week. How 
are you going to negotiate?”

Senate Majority Leader John Thune 
said Sunday that the shutdown on discre-
tionary spending, the furloughing of fed-
eral workers and requirements that other 
federal employees work without pay will 
go on so long as Democrats vote no.

“They’ll get another chance on Monday 
to vote again,” Thune said on Fox News 
Channel’s “Sunday Morning Futures.”

“And I’m hoping that some of them 
have a change of heart,” he said.

Jeffries, Johnson and Schiff appeared 
on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” Hassett was on 
CNN’s “State of the Union,” Schumer was 
on CBS’s “Face the Nation” and Thune was 
on Fox News Channel’s “Sunday Morning 
Futures.”

Shutdown entering Day 6
(IMPASSE from A1)

Staff photos by Ric Dugan

Benjamin Grant, left, and Renee Grutzik look over books at the Brunswick Library Book Sale on 
Sunday at Brunswick Railroad Days. They came from Charlottesville, Virginia, for the event.

Beth Hancock of Glen Burnie paints a Maryland crab shell at her vendor’s tent.

Rodrick Johnson, a U.S. citi-
zen briefly detained, said agents 
broke through his door and 
placed him in zip ties.

“I asked if they had a war-
rant, and I asked for a lawyer,” 
the 67-year-old told the Chi-
cago Sun-Times. “They never 
brought one.”

Dixon Romero with South-
side Together, an organization 
that’s also been helping resi-
dents, said doors were knocked 
off the hinges.

“Everyone we talked to 
didn’t feel safe,” he said. “This is 
not normal. It’s not OK. It’s not 
right.”

Pritzker, a two-term Demo-
crat, directed state agencies to 
investigate claims that children 
were zip tied and detained sepa-
rately from their parents, saying 
“military-style tactics” shouldn’t 
be used on children. Several 
Democratic members of the Il-
linois congressional delegation 
met near the site Sunday, calling 
for an end to immigration raids.

DHS officials said they were 
targeting connections to the 
Tren de Aragua gang. Without 
offering details on arrests or 
addressing how children were 
treated, DHS said “some of the 
targeted subjects are believed 
to be involved in drug traffick-
ing and distribution, weapons 
crimes, and immigration viola-
tors.”

Department of Homeland 
Security Secretary Kristi Noem 
on Saturday posted heavily ed-
ited video clips of the opera-
tion to X showing agents blast-
ing through doors, helicopters 
and adults in zip ties, but music 
played over most of the roughly 
1 minute video.

Agency officials did not re-

turn a message left Sunday.
Brandon Lee, with ICIRR, 

said while some residents were 
placed on ankle monitors, oth-
ers remained unaccounted for.

More tear gas  
and smoke bombs

Meanwhile, the use of 
chemical agents has become 
more frequent and visible in 
the past week. Used initially 
to manage protesters, agents 
used it this week on city streets 
and during immigration oper-
ations, according to ICIRR.

An emergency hotline to re-
port immigrant agent sightings 
topped 800 calls on Friday, the 
same day activists said agents 
threw a cannister of a chem-
ical near a school in the city’s 
Logan Square neighborhood. 

The activity in the northwest 
side neighborhood prompted 
nearby Funston Elementary 
School to hold recess indoors.

The same day Chicago Al-
derperson Jessie Fuentes was 
placed in handcuffs at a hospi-
tal. She said she asked agents 
to show a warrant for a per-
son who’d broken his leg while 
chased by ICE agents who then 
transported him to the emer-
gency room.

“ICE acted like an invading 
army in our neighborhoods,” 
said state Rep. Lilian Jiménez, 
a Democrat. “Helicopters hov-
ered above our homes, terri-
fying families and disturbing 
the peace of our community. 
These shameful and lawless 
actions are not only a violation 
of constitutional rights but 
of our most basic liberty: the 

right to live free from persecu-
tion and fear.”

Immigration agents shot a 
woman they allege was armed 
and tried to run them over af-
ter agents were “boxed in by 
10 cars.” She and another per-
son were charged Sunday with 
forcibly assaulting, impeding 
and interfering with a federal 
law enforcement officer. How-
ever, activists said immigration 
agents caused the multi-ve-
hicle crash and detained the 
woman, who is a U.S. citizen.

Noem has defended the 
aggressive tactics, calling the 
mission treacherous to agents 
and alleging threats on offi-
cers’ lives.

“It’s an extremely danger-
ous situation,” she said Sunday 
on the “Fox & Friends” week-
end show.

Chicago immigration raids escalate with helicopters, chemical agents
(CHICAGO from A1)

Associated Press

Federal officers stand guard in the Brighton Park neighborhood of Chicago on Saturday after protesters 
learned that U.S. Border Patrol shot a woman Saturday morning on Chicago’s Southwest Side.


