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Good morning! We have the choice to use the gift of our life to make  
the world a better place — or not to bother. — Jane Goodall

75°/45°

Weather, B10

By LISA MASCARO, JOSH BOAK  
and SEUNG MIN KIM 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump has seized on the govern-
ment shutdown as an opportuni-
ty to reshape the federal workforce 
and punish detractors, meeting 
with budget director Russ Vought on 
Thursday to talk through “temporary 
or permanent” spending cuts that 
could set up a lose-lose dynamic for 
Democratic lawmakers.

Trump announced the meeting 
on social media Thursday morning, 
saying he and Vought would deter-
mine “which of the many Democrat 
Agencies” would be cut — continuing 
their efforts to slash federal spending 
by threatening mass firings of work-
ers and suggesting “irreversible” cuts 
to Democratic priorities.

“I can’t believe the Radical Left 
Democrats gave me this unprece-
dented opportunity,” Trump wrote 
on his social media account. “They 
are not stupid people, so maybe this 
is their way of wanting to, quietly and 
quickly, MAKE AMERICA GREAT 
AGAIN!”

Trump has been very direct about 
his intentions in saying that he be-
lieves the Democrats would get the 
blame if he chooses to fire people 
or cut spending as part of the shut-
down.

“There could be firings and that’s 
their fault,” the president said in an 
interview with One America News. 
“I mean, we could cut projects that 
they wanted, favorite projects, and 
they’d be permanently cut.”

The Truth Social post was nota-
ble in its explicit embrace of Project 
2025, a controversial policy blueprint 
drafted by the Heritage Foundation 
that Trump distanced himself from 
during his reelection campaign. The 
effort aimed to reshape the feder-
al government around right-wing 
policies, and Democrats repeated-
ly pointed to its goals to warn of the 
consequences of a second Trump 
administration.

Vought on Wednesday offered 

By NOLAN WILKINSON
nwilkinson@newspost.com

Frederick is spending over $400,000 
raised through rental licenses to help with 
rental assistance and home repairs.

The city passed an ordinance in 2022 
that took effect at the beginning of 2024 
requiring landlords to purchase licenses 
to rent their properties as living spaces.

The city for the first time is using funds 
raised from the ordinance.

The City Council voted 3-0 to give non-
profit Beyond Shelter Frederick $263,000 
for a rental assistance program.

Council Members Donna Kuzemchak, 
Kelly Russell and Derek Shackelford vot-
ed in favor.

Council Members Katie Nash and Ben 
MacShane were absent.

The program will assist city residents 
who are facing eviction or housing insta-
bility and are at or below 50% of the area’s 
median income.

Shutdown 
gives Trump 
power for 
firings, cuts

City moves over $400K from rental 
licenses toward housing aid, repairs

Gridlock entered second day 
on Thursday; neither side 
showing signs of budging
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Officials from the Maryland Department of Transportation, the city of Brunswick and Frederick County and local state legislators applaud as 
a historical marker is unveiled on Thursday in downtown Brunswick. The historical marker acknowledges the city’s history and its economic 
development associated with the C&O Canal and the B&O Railroad. Brunswick is hosting Railroad Days this Saturday and Sunday.

MARKING HISTORY

By NOLAN WILKINSON
nwilkinson@newspost.com

Republican City Council 
candidate and former Fred-
erick planning official Joe 
Adkins said he’s trying to do 
what is best for the city, not 
his party, in a podcast in-
terview with The Frederick 
News-Post.

This comes about a month 
ahead of the city’s general 
election on Nov. 4.

Adkins, a Republican, is 
running against Democrat 
S. Scott Lasher in the elec-
tion for City Council District 
4. The district takes up the 
northeastern part of the city.

Adkins, who was depu-

ty director of the city’s plan-
ning department for 15 years, 
described himself as fiscal-
ly conserva-
tive and social-
ly moderate.

“I’m not the 
big R,” he said. 
“I’m probably 
the little r.”

He said he’s 
had people tell 
him he isn’t Re-
publican enough, He’s also 
had people tell him they 
won’t vote for him purely be-
cause he is a Republican.

“At the city level, [party af-
filiation] becomes less im-
portant,” Adkins said. “And 
again, I don’t have a political 

agenda. I do have an agenda 
for the city, which I think is 
very important.”

Adkins said he 
has a different take 
than many on the 
city’s moderately 
priced dwelling unit 
ordinance.

The ordinance re-
quires that 12.5% of 
new housing devel-
opments be mod-

erately priced, a term that is 
based on the county’s medi-
an household income.

However, developers are 
allowed to pay a fee rather 
than meet this requirement, 
and the funds raised from the 
fee are put toward affordable 

housing. Several other candi-
dates have said they want to 
consider eliminating the op-
tion for developers to pay the 
fee and force them to build 
the units.

But Adkins said he doesn’t 
think the city has the resourc-
es to keep track of those mod-
erately priced units. He said 
the city should require all de-
velopers to just pay the fee.

“It’s a lot of paperwork,” he 
said. “You have to keep track 
of each unit — who rents it, 
when, how much, and all 
that. So my suggestion is have 
all the developers pay into 
it, then you take 80% of that, 

Republican council hopeful Adkins says he’s socially a moderate

(See SHUTDOWN A10)
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Local nonprofit Beyond Shelter Frederick was awarded $263,000 by the City Council for a 
rental assistance program on Thursday. (See ASSISTANCE A10)
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Joe Adkins(See ADKINS A10)


