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Alvin Henry Frizzell
Reverend Alvin Henry 

Frizzell, age 75, of Mount 
Airy, Maryland went to be 
with his Lord and Savior on 
Nov. 27, 2025.

Alvin is survived by his 
loving and devoted wife 
Bertha, and his children 
Curtiss Frizzell (Aman-
da) and Danielle Enders 
(Nathan), his grandson 
Andrew Frizzell, his sis-
ter Bette Ward (Lee), his 
brother-in-law Maurice 
Butt (Darlene), Russell Butt 
Sr. (Jackie), his sister-in-
law Marlene Butt, and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, 
and cousins. He is preced-
ed in death by his grand-
son Chase Frizzell and his 
brother-in-law Calvin Butt.

Family and friends are 
welcome to gather from 
11—12:30 p.m. at Tri Coun-
ty Baptist Church, 7821 
Damascus Road, Gaith-
ersburg, MD 20882 on Sat-
urday, Dec. 6, 2025 with a 

memorial service and re-
ception to follow. More in-
formation about a grave-
side service at Baltimore 
National Cemetery will be 
announced at a later time.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to Mount 
Hope Christian Church at 
https://www.mountho-
pecc.org/give or to Thrive 
USA Home Care at https://
www.thriveusahomecare.
com.

William Mechan
William “Bill” Edward 

Mechan, age 72, passed 
peacefully on Nov. 16, 2025. 
Bill was preceded in death 
by his beloved wife, Betty 
Mechan, and his loving par-
ents, Henry and Kathleen 
“Kay” Mechan. He is sur-
vived by three children Jen-
nifer and Jeff Unitt, Michael 
and Monica Bolton, and Kim 
and Lance Kirkpatrick, as 
well as his sister, Kathleen 
Mechan-Harley, and brother, 
Tommy and Denise Mechan. 
Bill was grateful to have sev-
eral grandchildren, includ-
ing John Mervinsky, David 
Hoffman, Matt Mervinsky, 
Jacob Bolton, Ricky Aza-
leas, Aidan Kirkpatrick, and 
Kayleigh Kirkpatrick.

Bill earned a bachelor’s 
degree in restaurant manage-
ment and served in leader-
ship roles at several local es-
tablishments, including Hard 
Times Cafe, Ground Round, 
Main Event, Crab Alley, JW 
Gaither’s, and Blooming-
dale’s. He had a passion for 
American history and during 

retirement led ghost tours in 
Gettysburg, PA.

The family will be host-
ing a memorial service on 
Dec. 13, 2025, at Resthav-
en Funeral Home, 9501 Ca-
toctin Mountain Highway, 
Frederick, MD from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. with a reception 
immediately following the 
service. All who knew Bill 
are invited to attend and 
celebrate his life. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the 
American Heart Association 
in remembrance of Bill.

Notice to our readers
Obituaries are paid announcements.
The Frederick News-Post is not responsible for content.
All obituaries must be verified by the funeral home or the legal 

instititution of record prior to placement.
All obituaries should be submitted to us through Memoriams.

com. The deadline for submitting and changes is 3 p.m. If you are 
submitting from a funeral home, please go to memoriams.com. 
If you are a private party individual, please use this link: https://    
legacy.memoriams.com/network/FrederickNews-Post/Obituaries. 
You can also find this link on our website under obituaries.

A simple death notice can be published at no charge. Infor-
mation included will be name, where the decedent resided, date 
of death, and funeral home of record. For a simple death notice, 
please email obituaries@newspost.com

For questions, please contact the obituaries desk Monday-Fri-
day 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 301-662-1162.

The Frederick News-Post reserves the right to make any gram-
matical changes as necessary.

DEATH NOTICES
Owen Gerald Bromley, 

of New Market, died Satur-
day, Nov. 29. Arrangements 
are by Molesworth-Wil-
liams Funeral Home, Da-
mascus.

Steven Lee Gorham, 
of Monrovia, died Sunday, 

Nov. 30. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Mount Airy.

Sandra Alberta McKen-
zie, of Frederick, died Fri-
day, Nov. 28. Arrangements 
are by Molesworth-Williams 
Funeral Home, Damascus

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Joan Branson, the wife 

of British billionaire Rich-
ard Branson, has died at 
age 80.

Richard Branson an-
nounced her death Tues-
day on Instagram and 
LinkedIn. No other details 
were disclosed.

“Heartbroken to share 
that Joan, my wife and 
partner for 50 years, has 
passed away,” he said. 
“She was the most won-
derful mum and grand-
mum our kids and grand-
kids could have ever 
wished for. She was my 
best friend, my rock, my 
guiding light, my world.”

Richard Branson is 
the founder of the Vir-
gin Group, which in-
cludes businesses like Vir-
gin Atlantic airline, space 
tourism company Vir-

gin Galactic and satellite 
launcher Virgin Orbit.

In a 2020 blog post, he 
said he met Joan in 1976 

at The Manor, a recording 
studio in Oxfordshire, En-
gland.

“Joan was a down-to-

earth Scottish lady and 
I quickly realised she 
wouldn’t be impressed by 
my usual antics,” Branson 
wrote.

He said she worked at 
an antique shop that sold 
old signs and advertise-
ments.

“I hovered uncertain-
ly outside the shop, then 
built up the courage to 
walk in. ... Over the next 
few weeks, my visits to 
Joan amassed me an im-
pressive collection of old 
hand painted tin signs, 
which advertised any-
thing from Hovis bread 
to Woodbine cigarettes,” 
Branson wrote.

The couple had three 
children, Holly, Sam and 
Clare Sarah. Clare Sarah 
died shortly after birth in 
1979.

Karl “Jake” Jacobson
Karl “Jake” Jacobson 

passed away peacefully 
at home on Nov. 30. Jake 
lived a full life, marked by 
dedication to his career, 
and love for his family, 
pets, and hobbies. 

Jake was born in 1950 
in Frederick, Maryland to 
Gladys and Nathan Jacob-
son. In his youth he devel-
oped a passion for music, 
learning to play the bass 
guitar and playing in vari-
ous bands in Frederick and 
the surrounding areas for 
much of his life. 

Jake’s professional jour-
ney began when he gradu-
ated from Lincoln Techni-
cal Institute and became 
an automotive technician. 
He started the business 
and served as the chief 
mechanic for Jake’s Auto 
Clinic in Ijamsville, MD for 
40 yrs, retiring in 2008. 

Outside of his profes-
sional life, Jake was always 
deeply engaged with his 
hobbies. Jake loved drag 
racing and spent many 
weekends at 75 & 80 Drag-
way and Mason Dixon 
Dragway, and even more 
time working on his and 
others’ race cars. He con-
tinued playing and re-

pairing bass guitars and 
was always eager to learn 
something new, even tak-
ing lessons over Zoom 
during his retirement. In 
his younger years, Jake 
also loved bowling at Ter-
race Lanes. 

Jake was very much an 
animal lover, with many 
pet dogs and cats who were 
special to him throughout 
his life. Jake is survived by 
his loving wife of 43 years, 
Suzanne Jacobson, and his 
beloved children Kaitlin, 
Nathan, and Hannah and 
his grandchildren Zahava 
and Nile. Jake took great 
joy in being a “Grand-
dude” to Zahava and Nile 
and creating moments and 
memories that he hoped 
will resonate throughout 
their lives. 

Donations in Jake’s 
memory can be sent to 
Frederick Health Hos-
pice (https://www.freder-
ickhealthhospice.org/do-
nate-support/). 

Arrangements are en-
trusted to J.L. Davis Funer-
al Home, Smithsburg, MD. 
Online condolences may 
be shared at www.jldavis-
fh.com.

John Brubaker
John Edward Brubak-

er, 78, of Fairplay, Maryland 
passed from this life on Fri-
day, Nov. 28, 2025 at Meritus 
Health Care Center in Hag-
erstown, MD.

Born on Aug. 31, 1947, in 
Frederick, MD, he was the 
son of the late Monroe and 
Thelma (Grams) Brubaker.

John was a 1965 graduate 
of Brunswick High School. 
He moved to the Washing-
ton suburbs, working for 
several federal government 
agencies before retiring in 
1994. After returning to live 
in Brunswick, he worked at 
various places in the Fred-
erick area including Wat-
sons, Dandee, and Hilltop 
in Harpers Ferry. John was 
currently living in Fairplay, 
MD with his beloved dog 
Dexter.

Family meant the world 
to John. He is survived by 
sisters Doreen Forrest of 
Frederick, MD; Susan Bru-
baker of Sharpsburg, MD; 
and Gloria Jean Wolfe and 
husband Brad of Parksley, 
VA. He is also survived by 
many adored nieces, neph-
ews, great nieces and neph-

ews, and even great great 
nieces and nephews; as well 
as many much loved cous-
ins, and special friend Linda 
Eisenstadt.

He was preceded in 
death by his sister JoAnn 
White, brothers-in-law Le-
roy Forrest and Robert 
White, great-niece Halaina 
Wolfe; and loving partner 
Ronald Gifford.

A graveside service will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Dec. 4, 2025 at Park 
Heights Cemetery in Bruns-
wick MD.

A celebration of John’s 
life journey will take place 
at a later date.

Reid Roberts
Alan Reid Roberts 

“Reid,” “Pop”, 79, of Mount 
Airy, Maryland, passed 
away peacefully at home, 
leaving behind a legacy 
of love including his be-
loved and devoted high 
school sweetheart turned 
wife, Karen Ketchum Rob-
erts, daughter Kristen Rob-
erts Arneson and husband 
Michael Scott Arneson, 
Jr., son Brent Reid Roberts 
and wife Cara Stilli Rob-
erts; his grandchildren Mi-
chael Arneson III, Shay 
Arneson, Kaleb Arneson, 
Mason Roberts, and Ava 
Roberts. Reid’s family was 
the center of his world, and 
he took immense pride in 
their accomplishments.

Born on Nov. 14, 1946, 
son to the late Charlotte 
Mellum Dugan and Gil-
bert Reid Roberts, Reid 
was a devoted husband, 
father, brother, grandfa-
ther and uncle whose life 
was defined by his deep 
commitment to family 
and community. He loved 
this country and proud-
ly served in the US Air 
Force. A longtime resident 
of Mount Airy, Reid was 
best known as the found-
er of Memories Charcoal 
House, a beloved local 
restaurant that became a 
gathering place for gen-
erations. Through the 
restaurant, Reid forged 
countless friendships and 
touched the lives of many 
with his humor, mentor-
ship and generosity. When 
he wasn’t running around 
the restaurant working, 
you could find him behind 
the pinball machine with a 
cold one in hand.

Reid’s most cherished 
time was with his fami-
ly, especially at their vaca-
tion home at Deep Creek 
Lake. He loved to cook for 
his family and made deli-
cious meals that he would 
prepare while everyone 
was out on the slopes or 
on the lake. His favorite lo-
cal place was at home on 
his deck. He spent hours a 
day looking over his metic-
ulous kept yard with a ci-
gar in hand. This was his 
favorite hobby.

Reid never saw a risk 
too big. He had visions and 
he acted on them, usually 
ending in great success. He 

was the most positive per-
son, dealing with whatever 
life threw at him with de-
termination and grace. He 
never wavered in his be-
liefs and was a loyal friend. 
He had the same group 
of best friends since high 
school and made many 
more along the way.

Reid wore many hats. 
Before opening Memories, 
he had a longtime career 
in insurance and finance 
but also took on side jobs 
as a DJ, photographer and 
baseball coach. He loved 
music. You could find him 
singing karaoke at Mem-
ories specializing in Elvis 
and ZZ Top. He was quite 
the dancer and was known 
to be the “sharp dressed 
man.”

Reid is also survived by 
his adoring siblings, sis-
ter Marcia Ward and hus-
band Rick Ward and broth-
er Darryl Dugan and wife 
Charlotte Dugan, and 
many beloved nieces and 
nephews. He is preceded 
in death by his sister Sher-
an Heffron.

Reid will be remem-
bered not only by his fam-
ily but also by the many 
friends and patrons who 
came to know him through 
the restaurant and more 
recently his tax business. 
He loved his many cli-
ents and made a few more 
friendships through his 
business.

His presence will be 
greatly missed.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks you to take 
a friend to lunch and let 
them know how much 
they mean to you. This was 
something Reid loved to 
do.

A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date.

Richard Branson’s wife, Joan, dead at 80

Associated Press file photo

British business magnate Richard Branson, right, appears 
with his wife Joan Templeman Branson during a ceremony 
honoring him with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, in 
Los Angeles, on Oct. 16, 2018.

By SCOTT BAUER 
Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — Eu-
gene Hasenfus, who played 
a key role in unraveling the 
Iran-Contra affair after his 
CIA-backed supply plane 
was shot down over Nica-
ragua in 1986, has died.

Hasenfus died on Nov. 
26 in Menominee, Michi-
gan, after a nine-year battle 
with cancer, according to 
his obituary from the Han-
sen-Onion-Martell Funer-
al Home in Marinette, Wis-
consin. He was 84.

Hasenfus was born Jan. 
22, 1941, in Marinette. He 
served with the Marines 
in Vietnam and contin-
ued a private career in avi-
ation before he became a 
key figure in the Cold War’s 
Iran-Contra scandal in 
1986.

In 1981, President Ron-
ald Reagan authorized 
the CIA to support the an-
ti-communist right-wing 
guerrilla force known as 
the Contras who were 
working against the Sand-
inistas in the Nicaraguan 
government. Congress cut 
off all military assistance to 
the Contras in 1984.

Months before the cut-
off, top officials in Reagan’s 
administration ramped up 
a secret White House-di-

rected supply network to 
the Contras. The opera-
tion’s day-to-day activities 
were handled by National 
Security Council aide Oli-
ver North. The goal was to 
keep the Contras operat-
ing until Congress could be 
persuaded to resume CIA 
funding.

The secrecy of North’s 
network unraveled after 
one of its planes with Has-
enfus on board was shot 

down over Nicaragua in 
October 1986. Three oth-
er crew members died, but 
Hasenfus parachuted into 
the jungle and evaded au-
thorities for more than 24 
hours.

He was captured by the 
leftist Nicaraguan govern-
ment and charged with 
several crimes, including 
terrorism.

Hasenfus said after his 
capture that the CIA was 

supervising the supply 
flights to the Contras. At 
first, Reagan administra-
tion officials lied by saying 
that the plane had no con-
nection to the U.S. govern-
ment.

Congress, spurred by 
controversy over the Has-
enfus flight, eventually 
launched an investigation.

Hasenfus was convict-
ed in Nicaragua of charges 
related to his role in deliv-
ering arms to the Contras 
and sentenced to 30 years 
in prison. Nicaraguan Pres-
ident Daniel Ortega par-
doned Hasenfus a month 
later and he returned to his 
home in northern Wiscon-
sin.

In 1988, he filed an un-
successful lawsuit seeking 
$135 million in damages 
against two men and two 
companies linked to the 
Iran-Contra arms deals.

In 2003, he pleaded 
guilty in Brown County 
Circuit Court to a charge of 
lewd, lascivious behavior 
after he exposed himself in 
the parking lot of a grocery 
store. His probation was re-
voked in 2005 and he spent 
time in jail, according to 
online court records.

He is survived by his 
four children and eight 
grandchildren.

Eugene Hasenfus, key figure in 
1980s Iran-Contra affair, dies at 84

Associated Press file photo

Eugene Hasenfus stands outside U.S. District Court in 
Miami, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 1986 after appearing at a status 
hearing in his lawsuit against two Iran-Contra figures.


