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The Frederick County govern-
ment is inviting the public to vote 
on which local feathered friend 
should be designated the county’s 
“Signature Bird” as part of an inter-
national conservation awareness 
effort.

The public can vote online from 
a list of six avian candidates for 
the honor: the American Kestrel, 
the Pileated Woodpecker, North-
ern Cardinal, American Goldfinch, 
Blue Jay and American Robin.

Votes can be submitted at www.
FrederickCountyMD.gov/BirdVot-
ing until April 30.

The winner will be announced 
on World Migratory Bird Day on 
May 9.

Andy Stine, a planner in the 
county’s Livable Frederick office, is 
managing the project. He said in an 
interview that the initiative has its 
roots in The Bird City Network, an 
international group that unites in-
dividual “Bird City” conservation 
programs across the Americas.

Bird City Maryland was started 
in 2019 by the Maryland Bird Con-
servation Partnership, and has be-
come the fastest growing Bird City 
organization in the country, Stine 
said.

Last year, Frederick County ap-
plied to the organization to become 

the first “Bird County” in the state.
Stine said the county was grant-

ed that designation because it met 
a long list of criteria aimed at avian 
conservation, such as implement-
ing land use plans that protect hab-
itats and watersheds, encouraging 
forest regeneration, controlling in-
vasive plants and addressing light 
pollution.

He said the “Signature Bird” idea 
is “a fun contest to raise awareness 
of our local bird populations within 
the county, to allow people to par-
ticipate and learn a little bit about 
birds,” he said.

In particular, he said, he hopes 
the contest will draw attention to 

the unique role birds play in the 
ecosystem.

“They’re an easily-observable 
ecosystem indicator,” he said. “Peo-
ple can easily see them. They’re 
highly sensitive to environmen-
tal change. They occupy a relative-
ly high position in the food chain 
and their populations can fluctuate 
based on responses to alterations in 
their habitat.”

The list of candidate birds was 
selected from lists provided by the 
Maryland Ornithological Society 
and the Frederick Bird Club. He 
said his office asked for local birds 
that are readily observed.

“We tried to select a variety of 

different birds that have different 
habits,” he said. “We’ve got a raptor 
in there. We’ve got a woodpecker, 
we’ve got some seed-eating song-
birds. We tried to get a variety of 
colors, shapes, sizes and habits.”

He said three birds were exclud-
ed from the list because they have 
already been chosen as the signa-
ture birds of Brunswick, Middle-
town and city of Frederick. Those 
three municipalities have “Bird 
City” designations.

Their signature birds are the 
Belted Kingfisher for Brunswick, 
the Baltimore Oriole for Middle-
town and the Black-Crowned Night 
Heron for Frederick, respectively.

Stine noted that the city of Fred-
erick has found creative ways to in-
corporate the Night Heron into city 
life, such as making the bird the av-
atar for the city’s AI assistant.

The county, he said, won’t use 
the signature bird as a mascot or 
“official bird,” but the county does 
maintain a web page about its par-
ticipation in the Bird City Network.

That page at https://www.fred-
erickcountymd.gov/9088/Bird-
City-Network provides a lot of ed-
ucational information about birds, 
including tips for supporting 
healthy bird habitats in residential 
areas.

Frederick County invites votes on new ‘Signature Bird’
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Six candidates are in the running to be Frederick County’s “Signature Bird.” From left: American Kestrel, Pileated Woodpecker, Northern Cardinal, 
American Goldfinch, Blue Jay and American Robin.
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Gary Foote never expected to be 
a candidate for public office.

Foote, a Democrat, is running 
against Republican incumbent Jus-
tin Ready for the state Senate seat in 
District 5.

The two will face off in the gen-
eral election, scheduled for Nov. 3.

A member of the Democrat-
ic Central Committee in Carroll 
County, Foote said he believes ev-
ery seat should be contested.

Democrats did not field a candi-
date in the 2022 race for the district, 
he said.

“We need to do better, and that 
is certainly something I intend to 
do,” he said.

A Westminster resident, Foote 
taught at South Carroll High School 
for 34 years, mostly physics and 
chemistry, before retiring in 2025.

Even if people aren’t planning 
to be a scientist or an engineer, they 
need to know the basics of science, 
he said.

His priorities for campaign in-
clude education, public health, 

public safety, and affordability.
He’s calling for an evaluation of 

the Blueprint for Maryland’s Fu-
ture, a plan to improve education in 
the state.

The Blueprint was an honest 
attempt to do that, but the state 
has not been getting the results it 
needs, he said.

For public health, Foote be-
lieves creating walkable communi-
ties and local food sources can help 
lenghten people’s lives and give 
them a sense of purpose and be-
longing.

Meanwhile, the cost of food and 
energy is going up, creating afford-
ability problems for residents, he 
said, in part because of the coun-
try’s failure to move on from fossil 
fuels when it knew it had to 50 years 
ago.

People should consume food 
that is produced locally as much as 
possible, he said.

That could be by starting a gar-
den of their own or supporting lo-
cal growers.

For public safety, he would sup-
port increased use of speed camer-
as, at least in areas around schools, 

he said.
He also supports increased 

funding for fire and emergency 
services, believing they best know 
what they need to ensure the fastest 
responses in emergency situations.

Foote said he supports a bill 
passed in the General Assembly 
forbidding local law enforcement 
from working with U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
though the 287(g) program as it is 

written.
The program trains corrections 

officers in the Frederick Coun-
ty Adult Detention Center to ask 
about the immigration status of 
anyone booked into the facility, 
and refers detainees to ICE under 
certain circumstances.

While there needs to be a way 
to address people who present a 
threat to the community, no one 
wants to remove nonviolent immi-

grants who have been long-time 
parts of their communities, he said.

While the issue of data centers 
has not come up in Carroll Coun-
ty as much as it has in Frederick, 
Foote said he knows it’s coming.

He’s concerned about the prob-
lems of providing power to data 
centers, as well as cooling them off.

Carroll County already has is-
sues with being able to provide 
enough water for housing con-
struction, let along for consump-
tion by data centers, Foote said.

He’s opposed to the Maryland 
Piedmont Reliability Project, a 
proposed 500,000-volt transmis-
sion line that would run 67 miles 
through parts of Baltimore, Carroll, 
and Frederick counties, and cut 
through hundreds of private prop-
erties.

A power line project can’t cause 
so much disruption to communi-
ties that are being serviced, he said.

“There has got to be a way that 
data centers provide their own en-
ergy,” he said.

Follow Ryan Marshall on 
Twitter: @RMarshallFNP

Foote focuses on education, affordability in District 5 Senate race
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The interior of the 
Brunswick Railroad 
Station has a new look, 
with fresh paint, new 
lights, ceiling fans, 
more natural light, an 
upgraded bathroom 
and a new water bottle 
filler.
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Station’s  
new look
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The Motor Vehicle Ad-
ministration location in 
downtown Frederick has re-
opened, after being closed 
for several days.

The MVA station in the 
Treasury building at 30 N. 
Market St. had been closed 
since March 25 because of 
a technical issue, according 
to a press release from the 
Frederick County govern-
ment.

With the station’s re-
opening, customers can 
once again renew their ve-
hicle registrations at the site.

Follow Ryan Marshall on 
Twitter: @RMarshallFNP

Downtown 
Frederick MVA 
station reopens

By JULIE E. GREENE
The Herald-Mail

Gov. Wes Moore’s office con-
firmed Thursday that the governor 
appointed Neil Parrott to a vacant 
Washington County Board of Com-
missioners seat even though Moore 
has “fundamental disagreements” 
with Parrott.

Members of the Maryland Sen-
ate still need to vote whether to 
consent to Parrott’s appointment.

If the Senate consents, Parrott 
would serve the remainder of Der-
ek Harvey’s term, into December 
2026, after Harvey resigned his seat, 
effective Feb. 24.

Moore, a Democrat, made the 
appointment on March 26, accord-
ing to Rhyan Lake, a spokesperson 
for the governor.

Lake provided the following 
comment via email:

“As a seat on the Washington 
County Board of County Commis-
sioners became vacant, state stat-
ute mandates that the Governor 
shall appoint the individual sub-
mitted by the central committee, 
within 15 days of submission, to fill 

the vacancy with advice and con-
sent of the Senate. Since the seat 
was previously held by a Repub-
lican, the Washington 
County Republican Cen-
tral Committee was re-
sponsible for nominating 
a replacement — and the 
committee nominated 
Neil Parrott.

“Though Governor 
Moore has fundamental 
disagreements with many 
of Parrott’s positions, the 
Governor is legally obli-
gated to appoint the nom-
ination made by the county’s cen-
tral committee.”

Lake did not immediately re-
spond Thursday to an email asking 
if the governor’s office would elab-
orate on those “fundamental dis-
agreements.”

Parrott’s online campaign issue 
page for his 2024 run for the Sixth 
District Congressional seat says he 
would have worked to ensure “ex-
isting immigration laws are en-
forced and sanctuary cities defund-
ed,” and that “We must increase 
ICE’s ability to locate, detain, and 

remove illegal immigrants.”
Moore has been critical of the 

Trump administration’s Immigra-
tion and Customs En-
forcement operations and 
plans for an ICE immi-
grant processing facility in 
Washington County.

Parrott, in May 2013, 
was critical of a gun con-
trol measure that then-
Gov. Martin O’Malley 
signed into law. He also, 
at that time, was leading 
an effort to collect sup-
port to challenge the re-

peal of the death penalty in Mary-
land. He made the comments while 
addressing Hagerstown Tea Party 
supporters about the recently con-
cluded state legislative session.

Parrott was a state delegate at 
the time, representing Washington 
County in the House of Delegates 
from 2011 to 2023.

Moore, last year, signed jus-
tice reform bills into law to make 
it easier for long-serving inmates 
to apply for parole, Maryland Mat-
ters reported. The legislation also 
streamlined the process for people 

to get their records expunged after 
they serve their time.

“I am very grateful that Gover-
nor Moore set aside partisan dif-
ferences and followed Maryland 
Law to make my appointment to 
the Washington County Board 
of County Commissioners,” Par-
rott wrote in a email to The Her-
ald-Mail on Thursday. “As a Coun-
ty Commissioner, I look forward to 
working with the Governor to help 
improve the lives of Washington 
County residents. As one example 
of many, I support the administra-
tion’s ongoing effort to widen I-81 
to improve safety in the region and 
to promote business opportunities 
for our county.”

The Senate Executive Nomina-
tions Committee, in a report on 
Thursday, noted Parrott was among 
the appointments the committee 
reported favorably on and is rec-
ommending to the full Senate.

The last day of the legislative ses-
sion is April 13.

Parrott, 55, lives in the Hager-
stown area and is a traffic engineer. 
He owns Traffic Solutions Inc., 
based in Hagerstown.

He has run for the Sixth District 
Congressional seat three times, be-
ing defeated by April McClain Del-
aney during his last attempt in 
2024.

The local Republican Central 
Committee, when it announced it 
was recommending Parrott for the 
vacancy, said in a statement that 
“With 30 years of civil-engineer-
ing and project management ex-
perience, 20 years of civic leader-
ship, and a proven track record of 
campaigning for conservative can-
didates,” Parrott “is uniquely qual-
ified to serve the duration of Har-
vey’s term ...”

The five Washington County 
commissioner seats are up for elec-
tion this year.

Parrott, who did not file to run 
for commissioner by the Feb. 24 
candidate filing deadline, told The 
Herald-Mail in March that he is not 
planning to run for the seat or seek 
petition signatures to run for com-
missioner.

Moore is running for re-elec-
tion.

Moore appoints Parrott to vacant county seat; Senate approval needed

Parrott


