
The Frederick News-Post - 03/23/2026 Page : A08

March 23, 2026 8:15 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

A8  |  OBITUARIES THE FREDERICK NEWS-POST   |   MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2026

Dorothy Kos
Dorothy (Dottie) Kos 

(Maslek), 98, of Woods-
boro, entered eternal rest on 
March 11, 2026. Born Oct. 23, 
1927, in Niagara Falls, New 
York, she was the daughter 
of the late Joseph and Lottie 
Maslek and sister to the late 
Edmond Maslek. She was 
married for over 35 years to 
the late Chester (Chet) Kos, 
who preceded her in death 
on December 14, 1988.

Surviving in her immedi-
ate family are her four chil-
dren: James (Kathy) Kos of 
Michigan; Jacqueline (Je-
rome) Kelley of Florida; Kar-
en (Randy) Smith of Mary-
land; and Teresa (Dave) 
McCleaf of Maryland. She is 
also survived by seven grand-
children: Gregory (Meghan) 
Kelley; Nicolette (Greg) 
Heeter; Bradley Smith; Brit-
tany (Bryan) Pescatore; Cait-
lin (Mike) Murphy; Justi-
na (Rob) Kos; and Shaina 
(Mark) Lingg and eight great 
grandchildren (the ninth is 
on the way!). Dottie will also 
be fondly remembered by 
her caregiver Joann Smith. 
The family would like to ex-
tend their heartfelt gratitude 
to Joann and all the won-
derful Hospice workers that 
made the last seven months 
of her life comfortable.

A visitation will be held on 

March 28, from 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel parish center, 103 N. 
Church St., Thurmont, MD 
21788. A Catholic mass will 
follow in Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel church from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. A Christian burial 
will take place at 12:15 p.m. 
at Resthaven Funeral Home 
and Memorial Gardens.

Following the burial, the 
family extends an invita-
tion for all to join them for a 
brunch reception from 12:30 
to 2:30 p.m. also at Resthav-
en.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to the Breast Can-
cer Research Foundation 
https://www.bcrf.org or to 
Hospice of Frederick County, 
P.O. Box 1799, Frederick, MD 
21702.

Richard Long
Richard Graham Long, 

a devoted public servant, 
scholar, and lifelong learn-
er, passed away peaceful-
ly at his home on March 8, 
2026, at the age of 98. 

Born on Dec. 30, 1927, 
in Chicago, Illinois, Richard 
lived a life marked by curi-
osity, integrity, and a deep 
commitment to under-
standing the world. 

Richard graduated from 
Princeton University in 
1949 with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree, later earning a 
Master’s degree from Johns 
Hopkins University in 1954. 
His early career included 
service as a crypto analyst 
for the U.S. Army from 1950 
to 1952, with assignments 
both stateside and in Tokyo, 
Japan. He went on to serve 
as an International Rela-
tions Officer in Washington, 
D.C., from 1954 to 1955. 

In 1955, Richard mar-
ried Anne Priscilla Alling, 
beginning a partner-
ship that supported his 
wide-ranging career in di-
plomacy and public ser-
vice. The following year, he 
joined the U.S. Department 
of State as a Foreign Ser-
vice Officer, embarking on 
a distinguished career that 
spanned nearly 25 years. 
His assignments took him 
across the globe, including 
posts in Pakistan, Algeria, 
and Paris, France. 

From 1969 to 1970, he 
was assigned to the Army 
War College in Montgom-
ery, Alabama, further deep-

ening his expertise in inter-
national affairs. 

After retiring from the 
State Department in 1980, 
Richard continued his gov-
ernment service at the Pen-
tagon as a Contemporary 
Document Reviewer. Nev-
er one to stop learning, 
he returned to academia 
and completed his PhD at 
George Washington Univer-
sity in 1995. He went on to 
teach foreign policy and gov-
ernment relations at sever-
al colleges in Maryland and 
Virginia before retiring to 
Myersville, Maryland. 

Richard was an avid nat-
uralist, hiker, and golfer, en-
joying the outdoors well into 
his 90s. 

He is survived by his four 
children: Conrad B. Long; 
Kathryn G. Larson; Barbara 
M. Long-Bonadio; Nathan A. 
Long; and his granddaugh-
ter, Harvee M. Bonadio. 

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

DEATH NOTICES
Janet Ellen Rohrer, of Boonsboro, died Thursday, 

March 19. Arrangements are by Bast-Stauffer Funeral 
Home, Boonsboro.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Robert 
S. Mueller III, the FBI director 
who transformed the nation’s 
premier law enforcement 
agency into a terrorism-fight-
ing force after the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks and who lat-
er became special counsel 
in charge of investigating ties 
between Russia and Donald 
Trump’s presidential cam-
paign, has died. He was 81.

“With deep sadness, we 
are sharing the news that 
Bob passed away” on Fri-
day night, his family said in 
a statement Saturday. “His 
family asks that their privacy 
be respected.”

At the FBI, Mueller set 
about almost immediately 
overhauling the bureau’s mis-
sion to meet the law enforce-
ment needs of the 21st cen-
tury, beginning his 12-year 
tenure just one week before 
the Sept. 11 attacks and serv-
ing across presidents of both 
political parties. The cata-
clysmic event instantaneous-
ly switched the bureau’s top 
priority from solving domes-
tic crime to preventing ter-
rorism, a shift that imposed 
an almost impossibly diffi-
cult standard on Mueller and 
the rest of the federal gov-
ernment: preventing 99 out 
of 100 terrorist plots wasn’t 
good enough.

Later, he was special 
counsel in the Justice De-
partment’s investigation into 
whether the Trump cam-
paign illegally coordinated 
with Russia to sway the out-
come of the 2016 presiden-
tial race. His investigation 
concluded that Russia in-
terfered in the election on 
Trump’s behalf and that the 
Trump campaign welcomed 
the help, but Mueller and his 
team ultimately found insuf-
ficient evidence of a crimi-
nal conspiracy and did not 
make a prosecutorial deci-
sion about whether Trump 
had obstructed justice.

Mueller was maligned 
throughout the two-year in-
vestigation by Trump, who 
regularly derided it as a 
“witch hunt.” But the patri-
cian Princeton graduate and 
Vietnam veteran who walked 
away from a lucrative mid-
career job to stay in pub-
lic service remained silent 
throughout the criticism, ex-
hibiting an old-school, but-
toned-down style that made 
him an anachronism during 
a social media-saturated era.

Trump posted on social 
media after the announce-
ment of Mueller’s death: 
“Robert Mueller just died. 
Good, I’m glad he’s dead.” 
The Republican president 
added, “He can no longer 
hurt innocent people!”

Republican President 
George W. Bush, who nomi-
nated Mueller, said in a state-
ment that he was “deeply sad-
dened” by Mueller’s death 

and praised him for having 
“dedicated his life to public 
service” and for overhauling 
the FBI’s mission. Democrat-
ic President Barack Obama, 
who kept Mueller on even af-
ter his 10-year term had ex-
pired, called him “one of the 
finest directors in the history 
of the FBI” who saved “count-
less lives” after transforming 
the bureau.

“But it was his relentless 
commitment to the rule of 
law and his unwavering be-
lief in our bedrock values that 
made him one of the most 
respected public servants of 
our time,” Obama added.

The FBI did not respond 
to a request seeking com-
ment and current Director 
Kash Patel, a Trump loyalist, 
did not immediately note the 
death on social media. The 
FBI Agents Association cit-
ed Mueller’s “commitment to 
public service and to the FBI’s 
mission.“

Second act as an 
investigator of  
a sitting president

The second-longest-serv-
ing director in FBI history, 
behind only J. Edgar Hoover, 
Mueller held the job un-
til 2013 after agreeing to 
Obama’s request to remain 
on the job after the conclu-
sion of his term.

After several years in pri-
vate practice, Mueller was 
asked by Deputy Attor-
ney General Rod Rosen-
stein to return to public ser-
vice as special counsel in the 
Trump-Russia inquiry.

Mueller’s stern visage and 
taciturn demeanor matched 
the seriousness of the mis-
sion, as his team spent nearly 
two years quietly conducting 
one of the most consequen-
tial, yet divisive, investiga-
tions in Justice Department 
history. He held no news 
conferences and made no 
public appearances during 
the investigation, remaining 
quiet despite attacks from 
Trump and his supporters 
and creating an aura of mys-
tery around his work.

All told, Mueller brought 
criminal charges against six 
of the president’s associ-
ates, including his campaign 
chairman and first national 
security adviser.

His 448-page report re-
leased in April 2019 identi-
fied substantial contacts be-
tween the Trump campaign 
and Russia but did not allege 
a criminal conspiracy. Muel-
ler laid out damaging de-
tails about Trump’s efforts to 
seize control of the investiga-
tion, and even shut it down, 
though he declined to decide 
whether Trump had broken 
the law, in part because of de-
partment policy barring the 
indictment of a sitting presi-
dent.

But, in perhaps the most 
memorable language of the 
report, Mueller pointedly 

noted: “If we had confidence 
after a thorough investigation 
of the facts that the president 
clearly did not commit ob-
struction of justice, we would 
so state. Based on the facts 
and the applicable legal stan-
dards, however, we are un-
able to reach that judgment.”

The nebulous conclusion 
did not deliver the knock-
out punch to the adminis-
tration that some Trump op-
ponents had hoped for, nor 
did it trigger a sustained 
push by House Democrats 
to impeach the president — 
though he was later tried and 
acquitted on separate allega-
tions related to Ukraine.

The outcome also left 
room for Attorney General 
William Barr to insert his own 
views. He and his team made 
their own determination that 
Trump did not obstruct jus-
tice, and he and Mueller pri-
vately tangled over a four-
page summary letter from 
Barr that Mueller felt did not 
adequately capture his re-
port’s conclusions.

Mueller deflated Demo-
crats during a highly antici-
pated congressional hearing 
on his report when he offered 
terse, one-word answers and 
appeared uncertain in his 
testimony. Frequently, he 
seemed to waver on details of 
his investigation. It was hard-
ly the commanding perfor-
mance many had expected 
from Mueller, who had a tow-
ering reputation in Washing-
ton.

Over the next months, 
Barr made clear his own dis-
agreements with the foun-
dations of the Russia inves-
tigation, moving to dismiss 
a false-statements prosecu-
tion that Mueller had brought 
against former national se-
curity adviser Michael Fly-
nn, even though that investi-
gation ended in a guilty plea.

Mueller’s tenure as special 
counsel was the capstone of a 
career spent in government.

FBI transformed into a 
national security agency

At his 2001 confirmation 
hearing, Mueller spoke em-

phatically about the FBI’s 
role in combating every-
thing from health care fraud 
to crimes against children 
and described the agency 
he would soon lead as “vi-
tal to the preservation of 
our civil order and our civ-
il rights.”

“One could hardly over-
state the significance of the 
FBI in the life of every Amer-
ican,” he said.

It quickly became clear 
that his time as FBI direc-
tor would be defined by the 
Sept. 11 attacks and its af-
termath as an FBI grant-
ed broad new surveillance 
and national security pow-
ers scrambled to confront 
an ascendant al-Qaida and 
interrupt plots and take ter-
rorists off the street before 
they could act.

It was a new model of 
policing for an FBI that had 
long been accustomed to 
investigating crimes that 
had already occurred.

When he became FBI di-
rector, “I had expected to fo-
cus on areas familiar to me 
as a prosecutor: drug cases, 
white-collar criminal cas-
es and violent crime,” Muel-
ler told a group of lawyers in 
October 2012.

Instead, “we had to fo-
cus on long-term, strategic 
change. We had to enhance 
our intelligence capabilities 
and upgrade our technol-
ogy. We had to build upon 
strong partnerships and 
forge new friendships, both 
here at home and abroad.”

In response, the FBI 
shifted 2,000 of the total 
5,000 agents in the bureau’s 
criminal programs to na-
tional security.

In hindsight, the trans-
formation was a success. At 
the time, there were prob-
lems, and Mueller said as 
much. In a speech near the 
end of his tenure, Mueller 
recalled “those days when 
we were under attack by the 
media and being clobbered 
by Congress; when the at-
torney general was not at all 
happy with me.”

Among the issues: The 
Justice Department’s in-
spector general found that 
the FBI circumvented the 
law to obtain thousands of 
phone call records for ter-
rorism investigations.

Mueller decided that the 
FBI would not take part in 
abusive interrogation tech-
niques of suspected terror-
ists, but the policy was not 
effectively communicat-
ed down the line for near-
ly two years. In an effort to 
move the FBI into a paper-
less environment, the bu-
reau spent over $600 million 
on two computer systems — 
one that was 2½ years over-
due and a predecessor that 
was only partially complet-
ed and had to be scrapped 
after consultants declared 
it obsolete and riddled with 
problems.

Lucille Kitts
Lucille Virginia (Dix-

on) Kitts of Brunswick, MD 
passed away peacefully at 
the Klein Hospice House 
in Mt. Airy, MD, on March 
10, 2026. She was 88 years 
old. She was the daugh-
ter of the late James Silvilis 
Dixon and Lola Christine 
(Holler) Dixon of Bruns-
wick, MD. Mrs. Kitts was 
predeceased by her hus-
band of 72 years, John 
David Kitts Jr. of Bruns-
wick, MD; daughter, Mari-
lin Virginia Allison of 
Brunswick, MD; grand-
son, Lewis Warren Allison 
III, of Brunswick, MD; and 
daughter-in-law, Teressa 
Blickenstaff-Kitts, of Shep-
herdstown, WV.

Mrs. Kitts is survived 
by her son, John Kitts and 
wife, Anne, of New Bran-
fels, TX, Michelle Kitts-Bo-
ismenu and husband, Paul, 
of Brunswick, MD; broth-
ers, James Milton Dixon 
and wife, Patsy, of Boons-
boro, MD, Thomas Melvin 
Dixon (Theresa), of Harp-
ers Ferry, WV; and son-in-
law, Lewis Warren Allison, 
Jr., of Brunswick, MD; Mrs. 
Kitts had 11 grandchildren 
and 13 great-grandchildren; 
along with her favorite com-
panion, her beloved dog, 
Harley.

Mrs. Kitts was born in 
Frederick, MD and attend-
ed Brunswick High School. 
She worked As an aide with 
disabled children, manag-
er at a convenience store, 
manager at the Red Coach 
Restaurant and Bar, and 

manager at the Hawaiian 
nightclub.

Mrs. Kitts loved spend-
ing time canning and sitting 
on the front porch swing, 
watching hummingbirds. 
She enjoyed eating crabs 
and seafood and could do 
it for hours. She loved her 
family with her whole heart 
and loved spending time 
with her friends.

She will be greatly 
missed by her four special 
friends, Delores Garten, of 
Daytona, FL, Brenda Allen, 
of Middletown, MD, Vicky 
Smith, of Shanondale, WV, 
and Gordy Thompson, of 
Sharpsburg, MD.

Services will be held on 
March 23, 2026, at 5 p.m., at 
Eackles-Spencer & Norton 
Funeral Home, 256 Hall-
town Road, Harpers Ferry, 
WV, with Reverend Robert 
Minnick officiating.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to the Frederick 
County Humane Society, 
1786 N. Market Street, Fred-
erick, MD.

Ricky Malee
Ricky James Malee, 65, 

passed away on March 20, 
2026.

Born in New Kensing-
ton, Pennsylvania, he was 
the son of Alvena “Dol-
lie” Born. He is survived 
by his sister, Deborah Har-
ris, (Harold Harris), three 
children, several nieces 
and nephews, and extend-
ed family including aunts, 
uncles, and cousins. He 
was preceded in death by 
his brother, Tim Malee; his 
stepfather, Michael Fisher; 
his nephew, Andrew Har-
ris; and his grandparents.

Ricky lived a life marked 
by varied experiences and 
quiet talents. He had a love 
of music, a natural abili-
ty for fixing things, and a 
physical grace that many 
remembered.

During his years of in-
carceration, Ricky earned 
respect for his work eth-
ic and character. He was 
known as the prison tai-
lor, creating and repairing 
items for others, and was 
well known for his basket-

ball ability. His case re-
mained disputed, with key 
accusations later recanted. 
Through it all, he main-
tained dignity, hope, and 
faith.

There will be no public 
service or viewing.

Ricky’s life was marked 
by both hardship and per-
severance. Those who re-
member him are asked 
simply to reflect on the re-
silience of the human spir-
it and the importance of 
truth, compassion, and 
understanding in every life 
story.

Rosetta Raineri
Rosetta Raineri, 85, 

of Frederick, Maryland, 
passed from this life on 
Thursday, March 19, 2026 at 
Meritus Medical Center in 
Hagerstown, MD.

Born on March 27, 1940, 
in Brooklyn, NY, she was 
the daughter of the late Tito 
Guglielminetti and Grace 
(Musitano) Guglielminetti. 
Rosetta was the wife of the 
late Ronald Raineri.

Rosetta started her ca-
reer in electronics, work-
ing while her husband com-
pleted his PhD. After raising 
her family, she later contin-
ued her professional jour-
ney at Frederick Electronics 
and retired in 2000 from Pa-
tapsco Designs as purchas-
ing manager.

She enjoyed her time 
with her family including 
her nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, and many friends.

Rosetta is survived by 
her daughter Lisa Rain-
eri Blank (Michael) four 
grandchildren, Heather 
Fouche, Kimberly Fouche 
Tipton (Michael), Mat-
thew Blank, Alex Blank, 
and four great-grandchil-
dren, Isaiah Fouche, Car-
mella Dorsey, Owen Tip-
ton, Nova Brown.

She was predeceased by 
daughter Laura Hartle, hus-
band Ronald Raineri, sisters 

Mafalda Henry and Teresa 
Masterson.

The family will receive 
friends from 2 to 4 p.m. and 
6  to 8 p.m. on Friday, March 
27, 2026 at Stauffer Funeral 
Home, 1621 Opossumtown 
Pike, Frederick, MD 21702.

Funeral services will take 
place at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 28, 2026, at Stauffer 
Funeral Home, 1621 Opos-
sumtown Pike in Frederick, 
MD 21702. Interment will 
be at Emmitsburg Memorial 
Cemetery, Emmitsburg, MD.

Memorial donations 
may be made in her name 
to St Jude.

Former FBI Director Robert Mueller, who 
investigated Russia-Trump campaign ties, dies

Associated Press file photo

Special counsel Robert 
S. Mueller III testifies on 
Capitol Hill in Washington 
before the House Judiciary 
Committee in Washington, 
on July 24, 2019. 


