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By NOLAN WILKINSON
nwilkinson@newspost.com

With only a few days left to 
file for the city of Frederick’s 
election, three City Coun-
cil seats are uncontested and 
there are not enough candi-
dates for a Republican pri-
mary.

One Republican has filed 
to run for one of the seven 
City Council seats. Another 
Republican has filed to run 
for mayor.

“As it stands now, Repub-
lican voters should not ex-
pect a ballot for the primary,” 
City Clerk Phyllis Hane said.

Three people are filed to 
run for mayor (two Demo-
crats and one Republican) 
and 12 are signed up as can-
didates for seven City Coun-
cil positions (11 Democrats 
and one Republican) with 
the filing deadline looming 
on Tuesday.

All of the city’s current five 
council members are Dem-
ocrats, along with Mayor 
Michael O’Connor. Four of 
those council members and 
O’Connor are running for an-
other term.

The then-Board of Alder-
men changed the charter in 

September 2024 to expand 
the legislative body, now 
known as the City Council, 
from five members to seven.

All are currently at-large 
representatives, but there 
will be five council members 
representing districts in De-
cember after elections in No-
vember. Two will remain at-
large representatives.

For the Republicans to 
have a primary, they would 
need to have at least two can-
didates running in any of the 
five City Council districts, at 
least three candidates run-
ning for the two at-large seats 
or at least two candidates for 
mayor, Hane said.

Joe Adkins, a Republi-
can and former deputy di-
rector for planning in the 
city, is filed to run for District 
4, which encompasses the 
northeastern portion of the 
city, including part of down-
town.

Tom Trott, co-founder of 
downtown mortgage com-
pany Victory Mortgage Solu-
tions, is the only Republican 
filed to run for mayor.

Frederick County Repub-
lican Central Committee 
member Shelley Aloi said on 
Friday that she did not know 

of any other Republicans 
who might file.

However, she said the par-
ty can still nominate candi-
dates after the filing deadline 
for seats for which the party 
has no registered candidates.

There is at least one Dem-
ocratic candidate for every 
position on the council.

Democratic voters will 
have a primary to decide 
choose from five at-large 
candidates running for two 
seats.

The Democratic candi-
dates for the two at-large 
council seats are former May-
or Jennifer Dougherty; cur-
rent City Council Members 
Donna Kuzemchak, Derek 
Shackelford and Kelly Rus-
sell; and Medicaid policy an-
alyst Libby Taylor.

For mayor, Democrats will 
choose between two-term in-
cumbent O’Connor and for-
mer city planning commis-
sioner Ron Beattie.

Parties can only have one 

nominee in the general elec-
tion per position, so Demo-
crats will choose two of the 
party members running for 
the at-large seats.

Districts 1, 2, 4 and 5 all 
currently have just one Dem-
ocrat running apiece.

In District 3, which con-
tains most of the downtown 
area, Democrats can choose 
between two candidates. Pe-
ter Brehm, treasurer for the 
LGBTQ+ community-serving 
Frederick Center, and Wag’s 
Restaurant co-owner Dave 
Schmidt have filed to run.

District 1 is an area in the 
western part of the city, north 
of the Golden Mile. City 
Council President Katie Nash 
is the only candidate filed for 
the district.

District 2 includes the 
Golden Mile in the south-
west portion of the city. César 
Díaz, an advocate for immi-
grants, is the lone candidate 
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Good morning! Show me a university which is a hotbed of thin-skinned offence-taking, 
where every unacceptable idea is policed and every person who happens 
to hold one is hounded out of a job, and I will show you a university that 
isn’t a university but an ideological prison camp and indoctrination cen-
tre. — Howard Jacobson
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By KATHARINE WILSON
Baltimore Sun

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled, 6-3, Friday to 
limit federal judges’ ability to issue nationwide in-
junctions and left open President Donald Trump’s 
ability to end birthright citizenship.

The justices did not rule on the constitution-
ality of Trump’s executive order to end birthright 
citizenship, which is the executive order that the 
three national injunctions at the center of this case 
were attempting to block. The order cannot take 
effect until 30 days after the Friday opinion, the 
opinion states.

The decision was a major win for Trump, who 
has dealt with a series of nationwide injunctions 
that have blocked the effectiveness of his poli-
cies within his second term. In a Truth Social post 
Friday, Trump wrote, “the Birthright Citizenship 
Hoax has been, indirectly, hit hard.”

Under this decision, the conservative justices 
ruled that the injunctions can only cover the par-
ties with standing to sue, which could include 
states, advocacy groups and individuals.

“Traditionally, courts issued injunctions pro-
hibiting executive officials from enforcing a chal-
lenged law or policy only against the plaintiffs in 
the lawsuit,” Justice Amy Coney Barrett, who au-
thored the majority opinion, wrote. “The injunc-
tions before us today reflect a more recent de-
velopment: district courts asserting the power to 
prohibit enforcement of a law or policy against 
anyone.”

The justices argued that “These injunctions — 
known as “universal injunctions”— likely exceed 
the equitable authority that Congress has granted 

By SOFIA MONTOYA-DECK
sdeck@newspost.com

Frederick and Brunswick 
will get expanded train and 
bus services as part of a new 
Maryland Transit Admin-
istration plan to upgrade 
Maryland Area Rail Com-

muter operations.
The Maryland Area Rail 

Commuter (MARC) Growth 
and Transformation Plan, 
released Wednesday, aims 
to expand weekday ser-
vice on the Brunswick line 
during the initial five-year 
phase.

The Brunswick line cur-
rently runs from Washing-
ton, D.C., to Martinsburg, 
W.Va. In Frederick County, 
it includes stops in Point of 
Rocks, Monocacy, Frederick 
and Brunswick.

In the five-year phase, 
peak weekday service is ex-

pected to increase to at 
least every hour with lim-
ited-stop service occurring 
every 30 minutes at select 
stations.

The route between Fred-
erick and D.C. is also set 
to run twice per weekday 
during the off-peak period.

“Any extension of hours 
in either direction, either 
earlier or later, would help 
me because I do not have 
predictable hours,” Mike 
Lillis of Lovettsville, Va., a 
commuter on the Bruns-
wick Line, said. “There are 
a lot of days where I have to 

take the Metro instead of the 
MARC because the last train 
out of Union Station back to 
Brunswick is at 7:25 p.m.”

Trains on the Brunswick 
Line currently run three 

Staff photo by Katina Zentz

Erin Johnson, left, Kary Meissner, center, and Lindsey McCormick, right, dancers with Anam Cara Dance, perform during the 
inaugural Pride Parade in Frederick on Friday. The parade started at the intersection of East Patrick Street and South Carroll 
Street, and ended at West 2nd Street near Baker Park. The Frederick Pride Festival is Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. around 
Carroll Creek.
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President Donald Trump points to a reporter to take 
a question as he speaks to the media Friday in the 
briefing room of the White House in Washington. 

In birthright-citizenship ruling 
justices restrict lower courts’ 
ability to hamstring the president

New MARC plan expands service in Frederick, Brunswick

As filing deadline looms, 3 Frederick 
City Council seats are uncontested

(See TRANSPORTATION 
A12)

(See ELECTION A12)

“ As it stands now, Republican voters 
should not expect a ballot for the 
primary.” 

PHYLLIS HANE, Frederick city clerk

(See RULING A12)
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times each morning and 
evening to service commut-
ers traveling in and out of 
D.C.

Passenger Alex Dilg-
er, who lives in Brunswick, 
said the limited time op-
tions can be problematic: “If 
something goes wrong with 
my kids in school, how am I 
supposed to get back home? 
It poses an issue, so having 
midday service to and from 
would be a lot better if they 
could make that happen.”

A new bus service be-
tween Hagerstown and 
Monocacy on the Bruns-
wick Line is also listed as an 
implementation from the 
five-year phase.

“Anytime that you’re ex-
panding the MARC service 
into Brunswick and Freder-
ick, we see that as a big posi-
tive,” said Dave Ziedelis, the 
executive director of Vis-
it Frederick, the local tour-
ism agency. “It’s not only an 
opportunity for more visi-
tors and tourists to come to 
Frederick but also for our 
residents as well.”

The new MARC Plan 
is divided into a multi-
phased implementation 
strategy spanning five years 
(FY2026-2030), 15 years 
(FY2031-2040) and an un-
constrained phase (FY2041 
and beyond).

Significant goals include 
increasing service frequen-
cies, expanding hours and 
adding new destinations, all 
of which are meant to trans-
form MARC from a com-
muter-tailored service to a 
more flexible, regional rail 
service.

“These recommenda-
tions are exactly what we 
have been recommending 
for the past several years,” 
state Sen. Karen Lewis 
Young, former co-chair of 
the Maryland Transit Cau-
cus, said. “It is a major mile-
stone in transitioning MARC 
from a traditional commut-
er service into a modern 
market, needs-based-ori-
ented rail system designed 
to meet the needs of Mary-
land’s evolving workforce, 
communities and econo-
my.”

The MARC train ser-
vice comprises three lines 
— Brunswick, Camden and 
Penn — that provide direct 
access to D.C.

The Camden and Bruns-
wick lines operate only on 
weekdays, while the Penn 
Line operates seven days a 
week.

According to a press re-
lease on Wednesday from 
the Maryland Transit Ad-
ministration (MTA), rider-
ship has grown significant-
ly in 2025, increasing by 58% 
since January. Ridership on 
the Brunswick Line is up by 
85%.

“Our riders have asked 
for more frequent and con-
venient service across the 
state,” Maryland Tran-
sit Administrator Holly Ar-
nold said in the press re-
lease. “The MARC Growth 
and Transformation Plan 
represents an important 

step forward in a vision for 
a more connected and sus-
tainable transportation net-
work.”

The 15-year phase will 
expand to weekend ser-
vice between Frederick and 
D.C. and will extend select 
Brunswick Line trains to Al-
exandria, Virginia.

“If they did weekend ser-
vice, we would probably use 
that fairly frequently to go 
into D.C. and go to the zoo 
or the Smithsonian, things 
like that,” Lillis said. “Right 
now, the congestion is so 
terrible that we try to avoid 
the city at all costs, even on 
the weekends.”

In the unconstrained 
phase, peak Brunswick Line 
service will begin operating 
in both directions. Addition-
ally, off-peak and weekend 
frequencies will improve to 
an hour or better.

Brunswick Line service 

will also extend to new sta-
tions at Hancock and Cum-
berland in Western Mary-
land during off-peak and 
weekend hours.

“Expanding the weekend 
service we see as a big pos-
itive,” Ziedelis said. “That’s 
when many visitors come 
because that’s when they 
have time, so anytime that 
can be done, we see that as 
advantageous.”

According to MTA’s press 
release, the agency is able 
to begin early projects as 
a result of Maryland Gov. 
Wes Moore’s investment in 
transportation.

Three million dollars will 
be put toward the planning 
and design of a new Silver 
Spring station track — one 
of the busiest stops on the 
Brunswick Line — and $13.7 
million will be invested in 
continued planning and de-
sign of the Penn-Camden 

Connector in Baltimore.
The Growth and Trans-

formation Plan currently 
has a total estimated capital 
cost of $13.7 billion through 
the unconstrained phase.

In January 2023, the 
Maryland Transit Admin-
istration released the 2023 
MARC Brunswick Line Ex-
pansion Study Technical 
Report as an evaluation of 
opportunities for expanded 
services on the Brunswick 
Line.

The study detailed con-
straints to service expan-
sion, particularly due to 
MARC trains primarily op-
erating on tracks owned by 
CSX Transportation (CSXT). 
Obstacles included needing 
CSXT approval for service 
changes and limited avail-
able right-of-way for addi-
tional tracks.

According to the 2025 
MARC Plan, MTA held a se-

ries of meetings with CSXT, 
as well as Amtrak and other 
key stakeholders, to discuss 
MTA’s service objectives 
and capacity constraints.

In addition to improve-
ments on the Brunswick 
Line, the new MARC plan 
details expanded weekday 
and weekend operations 
to other lines, as well as an 
extension of Penn Line ser-
vice.

“We feel Transit does a 
wonderful job here in Fred-
erick County,” Ziedelis said. 
“It definitely incremental-
ly will be a positive for our 
tourism. Anytime we can 
increase weekday or week-
end, that’s certainly ben-
eficial to our tourism and 
provides more access for in-
dividuals.”

TRANSPORTATION
(Continued from A1)

Staff file photo by Bill Green

A MARC commuter trains pulls into the Brunswick rail station in February 2022.

filed to run in the district.
District 4 fitness studio owner S. 

Scott Lasher is the only Democrat who 
has filed for the district.

District 5 makes up the northwestern 
part of the city. Sculptor Sarah Hempel 

Irani is the lone candidate filed for the 
district.

Council Member Ben MacShane has 
said he is not running again.

The primary election is set for Sept. 
9.

The primary election will have early 
voting on Aug. 22 and 23.

Currently, Republicans will not par-
ticipate in city primary elections.

The general election is set for Nov. 4 
and will have early voting on Oct. 24 and 
25.

“They lock the front door at 4:30 p.m.” 
at City Hall, Hane said. Candidates have 
until that time on Tuesday to file.

ELECTION
(Continued from A1)

to federal courts.”
The court granted the Trump administration’s 

request for partial stays of the three universal pre-
liminary injunctions attempting to block Trump’s 
executive order ending birthright citizenship. The 
executive order attempts to not grant birthright 
citizenship when a person’s mother was in the 
country without authority or on a temporary sta-
tus and their father was not a citizen or a lawful 
permanent resident at the time of their birth.

The 14th amendment to the Constitution 
states: “all persons born or naturalized in the Unit-
ed States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, 
are citizens of the United States.” The amendment 
has been used to grant citizenship to essentially 
everyone born inside the United States, regardless 
of their parent’s immigration status.

Trump, and other proponents of ending birth-
right citizenship, argue that this should not in-
clude parents who are not legal permanent resi-
dents. The executive order, which was issued on 
the first day of Trump’s second term, would only 
apply to people born after Feb. 19.

Barrett wrote that the federal courts have the 
power to resolve cases and controversies, but do 
not exercise general oversight of the Executive 
Branch.

CASA and the Asylum Seeker Advocacy Proj-
ect, two immigrant advocacy groups, filed Friday 
for class action protection for all parents and chil-
dren who could be impacted by Trump’s executive 
order. Representatives of the organizations said in 
a press conference that they are awaiting a deci-
sion by a district judge in Maryland.

“We don’t think this order should go into effect 
or will go into effect as to anyone, anywhere, ever, 
and it is our intention to continue to fight to make 
sure that doesn’t happen,” said William Powell, 
Senior Counsel at the Institute for Constitutional 
Advocacy and Protection at Georgetown Universi-
ty Law, at the press conference.

Members of CASA, members of the Asylum 
Seeker Advocacy Project, and individual plaintiffs 
in the original case are still protected by the in-
junctions, Powell said.

The Supreme Court ruling comes after the 
Trump administration filed suit against all feder-
al judges in Maryland this week over an order they 
issued to prevent deportations of people legally 
challenging their removals.

In a dissenting opinion Justice Sonia Sotomay-
or emphasized the historical legality of birthright 
citizenship.

“Every court to evaluate the Order has deemed 
it patently unconstitutional and, for that reason, 
has enjoined the Federal Government from en-
forcing it,” Sotomayor wrote in a dissenting opin-
ion, joined by fellow liberal justices Elena Kagan 
and Ketanji Brown Jackson. “Undeterred, the Gov-
ernment now asks this Court to grant emergency 
relief, insisting it will suffer irreparable harm un-
less it can deprive at least some children born in 
the United States of citizenship.

RULING
(Continued from A1)


