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By NOAH TRISTER
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Two seasons ago, Joe Flacco nearly 
made his return to Baltimore under pressure-packed cir-
cumstances. If the Cleveland Browns head beaten Hous-
ton in the first round of the playoffs, they’d have faced 
the Ravens next.

That didn’t happen, so Flacco and Ravens star Lamar 
Jackson had to settle for a reunion at NFL Honors, when 
the former won Comeback Player of the Year and the lat-
ter was MVP.

“I was like, ‘Man, I thought we were 
going to have to see you in the play-
offs,’” Jackson said. “He was on a roll. 
He had those guys in a good position.”

This weekend, Jackson and the Ra-
vens host Flacco and the Browns. It’s 
the 40-year-old Flacco’s first chance 
to play at Baltimore since Jackson sup-
planted him as the Ravens’ starter in 2018. He did face 
Baltimore when he was with the Jets in 2022, but that 
game was in New Jersey.

“I got to play them a couple years ago but going back 
to Baltimore is definitely a little bit different story,” Flac-
co said. “It is somewhat surprising, honestly, because 
I‘ve been gone a decent amount of time so the fact that 
I haven’t had a chance to go back is a little surprising.”

Flacco spent the first 11 years of his career with Bal-
timore, leading the Ravens to a Super Bowl title during 
the 2012 season. After the Ravens took Jackson in the 
first round of the 2018 draft, Flacco made nine starts that 

By JOHN CANNON
jcannon@newspost.com

A note card on a bulle-
tin board caught Lee Zum-
bach’s eye as he left the caf-
eteria at Bethel College in 
Tennessee.

It was essentially a 
want ad seeking teachers 
for Frederick County Pub-
lic Schools in the spring of 
1970. Hailing from Scran-
ton, Pennsylvania, Zum-
bach didn’t even know 
where this Maryland coun-
ty was. Still, he was on the 
verge of graduation with no 
concrete career plans, and 
one of his degrees was in 
business education.

“My dream job was to 
coach basketball. That was 
what I wanted to do,” he 
said. “And I thought, ‘You 
know, if I teach, I can coach 
basketball.’”

So, Zumbach pursued 
the opportunity and was 
hired as an accounting 
teacher at Brunswick High 
School. He soon became 
a coach at the school, too, 
just not in the sport he en-
visioned.

With no basketball jobs 
available when he started 
at Brunswick, Zumbach’s 
first foray into coaching 
there came with the tennis 
team. Looking back, this 
was fitting. A person can 
play tennis for a lifetime, 
and the most striking fea-
ture of Zumbach’s coach-

ing career is its longevity.
Now a white-haired, 

76-year-old retired teach-
er instead of a fresh-out-of-
college educator, Zumbach 
is still coaching at Bruns-
wick High. His tenure there 
includes 56 years in ten-
nis, 47 years in cross-coun-
try and 42 years in in-

door track and field. Anne 
Zumbach, Lee’s wife, has 
coached in the latter two 
sports, as well as outdoor 
track and field, for decades 
herself at Brunswick.

“Some people say there 
are a couple constants in 
the world, death and tax-
es,” said Brunswick boys 
tennis coach Larry Collins, 
who has coached with Lee 
Zumbach for 20 years. “In 
Brunswick, there might be 
three — death, taxes and 
a Zumbach coaching at 
Brunswick High School.”

Quantity isn’t Zum-
bach’s only trademark. His 
teams and athletes have 
won state crowns, with the 
most recent team title com-
ing in boys cross-coun-
try in 2021. But he prides 
himself just as much on 
working with non-stars, 
be it under-the-radar run-
ners whose end-of-season 
times showed marked im-
provement from August or 
novice tennis players who 
spent the spring grasping a 
new game.
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Sports Clean-up time for 
Terps against Towson
B3

UP NEXT
 What: Browns 

at Ravens 
 When: 1 p.m., 

Sunday 
 TV: CBS

UP NEXT
 What: Raiders 

at Commanders 
 When: 1 p.m., 

Sept. 21 
 TV: Fox

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL  
SCOREBOARD

 Severn 55, St. John’s 21

 Tuscarora 34, Brunswick 21

 Oakdale 56, Thomas Johnson 14

 Middletown 27, Kent Island 10

 Linganore 42, Meade 6

 Walkersville 35, South Carroll 14

 Westminster 25, Urbana 24

 Catoctin 20, Clarke County (Va.) 0

 MSD 56, Model Secondary School for the 
Deaf 0

 Smyrna (Del.) 40, Frederick 24 

ON THE WEB
 Visit fredericknewspost.com/sports for coverage of 

Friday night’s local sports action.

Staff photos by Ric Dugan

Brunswick High School cross-country coach Lee Zumbach leads a recent practice. In the 1970s, Zumbach envisioned 
coaching basketball at his new job in Frederick County. Instead, he has ended up coaching three others for decades.

By TOM SCHAD
The Washington Post

GREEN BAY, Wis. — For so much 
of his rookie season, Jayden Dan-
iels could have been mistaken for a 
magician. With miraculous 
throws and swerving scram-
bles, he often dragged the 
Washington Commanders 
back into tight games, thriv-
ing in the clutch, somehow 
managing to pull something 
amazing out of his proverbi-
al hat.

It is a new year, however. And 
Thursday night against the Green Bay 
Packers was different. This time, the 
magic on the turf at Lambeau Field 
wasn’t in Daniels’ arm. It was in Jor-
dan Love’s precision, Matt LaFleur’s 
game plan, Micah Parsons’ speed 
around the edge — and, just as ev-

eryone expected, the gloves of Green 
Bay tight end Tucker Kraft, often seen 
streaking down the seams.

The Commanders lost to the Pack-
ers 27-18 in a performance that will 
only reinforce Green Bay’s reputation 

as a Super Bowl contender 
— while raising fresh ques-
tions about Washington.

“I think they played bet-
ter than us,” Daniels said. 
“There’s not really much to 
say.”

The Commanders’ de-
fense proved unable to wor-

ry Love, who threw for 292 yards 
and appeared comfortable for large 
swaths of the game. And their offense 
was undone by the Packers’ pass rush 
— led by Parsons, their new $188 mil-
lion man. While he was credited with 

Outclassed in prime time
Washington not ready for leap after loss to Packers

Associated Press

Packers defensive end Micah 
Parsons (1) and linebacker Edgerrin 
Cooper (56) wrap up Commanders 
quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) on 
Thursday night in Green Bay, Wis.

‘NOTHING 
BUT LOVE’

Super Bowl-winning Flacco returns 
with Browns to face Ravens

Associated Press

Browns quarterback Joe Flacco will return Sunday to 
Baltimore, where he played 11 seasons and won a Super 
Bowl.

GOING THE DISTANCE
3-sport Brunswick coach Lee Zumbach has become a Frederick County fixture

(See OUTCLASSED B2)

(See DISTANCE B2)

By JOSHUA R. SMITH
jsmith@newspost.com

Chuck Foreman, the Fred-
erick High graduate who went 
on to earn fame as a stalwart 
for the Minnesota Vikings, is 
among the 162 Senior Com-
mittee nominees for the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame’s 2026 
class.

It’s the second straight year 

Foreman’s name made the ini-
tial list, chosen this year by the 
Seniors Screening Committee.

Last year — after Foreman 
and his team of marketing 
professionals pushed his cre-
dentials to decision makers 
for the first time — the former 
dual-threat offensive back ad-
vanced to what amounted to 
the quarterfinals for Senior 
candidates before his case was 

dismissed by the Seniors Blue 
Ribbon Committee charged 
with reducing the list and 
picking the finalists.

He made the cuts all the 
way to the final 31 in 2024 be-
fore his name did not get ad-
vanced to the semifinal group 
of nine.

Senior candidates are those 

Foreman among Senior nominees for Pro Football HOF

Foreman(See FOREMAN B4)(See FLACCO B2)

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Tuscarora’s Bryson White, left, breaks up a pass intended 
for Brunswick’s Cole Hoffman in the second quarter of 
Friday’s game at Brunswick. The Titans won 34-21. Visit 
fredericknewspost.com/sports for coverage.

Titans top Roaders
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“Lee is very down to 
earth. He works with kids 
individually, focusing on in-
dividual skill areas and ar-
eas where they need help,” 
Walt Stull, who has coached 
with the Zumbachs for more 
than 45 years, both at Bruns-
wick High and Potomac Val-
ley Youth Association, wrote 
in an email. “He speaks to 
the runners in a respectful 
manner and the runners re-
spond positively.”

Zumbach’s Brunswick 
High coaching career began 
with a request from a couple 
students.

“These two girls say, ‘Mr. 
Zumbach, we heard you 
play tennis. Do you think 
you could help us and be a 
coach of the team?’” Zum-
bach said.

Tennis is one of the 
sports Zumbach took up 
after his basketball career 
ended at the junior college 
level. The other was dis-
tance running. While both 
would figure prominently in 
his future, there was no such 
grand plan when he was 
hired as a Brunswick tennis 
coach in 1970.

“It wasn’t like the prin-
cipal called me and signed 
me for the job. I just went 
down and helped them,” 
said Zumbach, who enjoyed 
the experience and thought 
a lot of the players, both girls 
and boys. “So each year, I 
just stayed with it.”

As time passed, Zum-
bach’s players switched 
from wooden rackets to alu-
minum ones. His school’s 
number of tennis courts 
went from three to eight. 
And the Railroaders trans-
formed from a middling 
program to one of Frederick 
County’s best.

By the early 1980s, Bruns-
wick’s boys and girls ten-
nis teams more than held 
its own against the county’s 
biggest ones.

Never a spotlight seeker, 
Zumbach is quick to credit 
others for his tennis teams’ 
success. Players like Josette 
Votipka and Mike Price, and 
coaches like Ed Sell.

“We were a great part-
nership for 10 years,” Zum-
bach said of Sell. “You need 
somebody to bounce things 
off of.”

These days in tennis, 
Zumbach coaches the girls, 
while Collins coaches the 
boys. Both help out the oth-
er when needed, however.

Collins pointed out all 
the off-the-court support 
Zumbach provides. For in-
stance, Zumbach spear-
headed an effort, which 
involved help from the com-
munity, to have a shed con-
structed for the tennis team.

Likewise, both Zum-
bachs help develop future 
Brunswick cross-country 
and track athletes by work-
ing with PVYA. In the past, 
they often took locals to 
AAU events throughout the 
country.

Just as in tennis, 
Zumbach’s tenure as a 

cross-country coach start-
ed with a request. A pair of 
sophomore track athletes 
asked Zumbach to revive 
the school’s cross-country 
program.

Zumbach was hesitant. 
But during a vacation to 
Dewey Beach, Delaware, 
he began running on the 
beach each morning with 
a pair of cross-country ath-
letes from a high school in 
Fairfax County, Virginia, 
who happened to be stay-
ing in the cottage next door. 
The runners told Zumbach 
he should coach his high 
school team.

“If I hadn’t of met those 
two guys, I might not have 
done that because I want-
ed to do my own training. 
I didn’t want to be tied up 
every day after school,” he 
said. “But the way they kind 
of persuaded me — I don’t 
know where those guys are 
today.”

At first, Zumbach need-
ed some on-the-job training 
as Brunswick’s cross-coun-
try coach.

“[The athletes] kind 
of taught me more than I 
taught them because I didn’t 
know much about how to do 
cross-country. I just knew 
miles,” Zumbach said. “So 
we set up a little course out 
here, and the rest is history. I 
kept doing it ever since.”

A year after re-starting the 
boys team, Zumbach start-
ed the girls team. Also, Anne 
switched from coaching 
gymnastics to helping Lee in 
cross-country.

While Brunswick’s boys 
enjoyed success, winning 
the program’s first state 
crown in 22 years in 1989, 
the girls emerged as a jugger-
naut. The Railroaders girls 
won three state team crowns 
from 1982 to 1985 and three 
straight from 1991-93.

A glimpse of the girls 
team’s dominant future oc-
curred early on during a 
meet against host Frederick 
and Middletown, who were 
coached by legends Jack 
Griffin and Don Boyer, re-
spectively.

“Don Boyer came run-
ning over to me and said, 
‘Coach, you just beat the 
state champions, Freder-
ick High School,’” Zumbach 
said. “[I was like], ‘No we 
didn’t. We’re just a bunch 
of freshmen.’ I still get chills 
thinking about that.”

Zumbach named Boy-
er and Boonsboro High’s 

Dwight Scott as two of his 
coaching mentors. Like him, 
both coached cross-country 
and track and field (Scott did 
football, too) many decades 
at their schools.

Granted, Zumbach’s 
most important partner and 
influence has been Anne, a 
Myersville native. They’ve 
been married for 52 years 
and have mentored count-
less athletes.

“It would not have worked 
if she wasn’t there,” Lee said. 
“She knows so much about 
track and running, and she’s 
so good with kids. I have to 
give her all that credit be-
cause I probably would have 
got very discouraged a lot of 
times if she wasn’t there to 
say, ‘Relax, we’ll get through 
this.’ She’s my patience. I 
have no patience.”

Both became fixtures at 
meets, although the much 
taller Lee is usually easi-
er to spot in a cross-country 
crowd.

“When it starts to get a lit-
tle bit cooler in the fall with 
cross-country, you’re always 
going to see a faded yellow 
stocking cap somewhere 
near a tennis court or some-
where near the cross-coun-
try course worn by Lee Zum-
bach,” Collins said.

While wins and titles are 
nice, Zumbach prizes ath-
letes who overcome adver-
sity, and he rattled off exam-
ples. Adrian Unger overcame 
mono, which nearly de-
railed her junior season, en 
route to winning a historic 
four cross-country state in-
dividual titles from 1991-94. 
Sara Fisher won the 2008 
1A cross-country state title 
shortly after the death of a 
close childhood friend and 
earlier took the CMC crown 
despite having to cover more 
ground because she took a 
wrong turn.

During winters, Lee 
coaches track and field with 
Anne. His tenure in that 
sport started after he left as 
Brunswick’s JV boys basket-
ball coach, a job he held for 
four years, so newly hired 
varsity hoops coach Jim Sk-
lencar could pick his own 
staff.

Lee, who’s been retired as 
a teacher for 20 years, has a 
property business. Like any 
FCPS coach, Zumbach gets 
paid a pittance for the time 
he puts in, although he glad-
ly accepts that situation for 
continuing to do what he 
loves in the beloved com-
munity he once didn’t even 
know existed.

Zumbach said as long 
as kids are interested and 
there’s parental support, he 
and Anne will probably keep 
coaching. Besides, they al-
ways spot kids with poten-
tial.

“We just can’t drop it. [It’s 
like] let’s go a couple more 
years and see how this group 
of kids goes,” he said. “And 
we’ve got parents who give 
the shirts off their back to 
help you, and you don’t ever 
want to leave those parents 
out there.”
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American League
East Division
 W L Pct GB
Toronto 84 62 .575 —
New York 81 65 .555 3
Boston 81 66 .551 3½
Tampa Bay 72 75 .490 12½
Baltimore 69 77 .473 15
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Detroit 84 63 .571 —
Cleveland 75 71 .514 8½
Kansas City 74 73 .503 10
Minnesota 64 82 .438 19½
Chicago 57 90 .388 27
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 79 68 .537 —
Seattle 79 68 .537 —
Texas 77 70 .524 2
Los Angeles 69 78 .469 10
Athletics 67 80 .456 12
Thursday’s Games

Baltimore 3, Pittsburgh 2
Chicago White Sox 5, Tampa Bay 1
Toronto 6, Houston 0
Cleveland 3, Kansas City 2
N.Y. Yankees 9, Detroit 3
Seattle 7, L.A. Angels 6, 12 innings

Friday’s Games
Chicago Cubs 6, Tampa Bay 4
Kansas City at Philadelphia, 6:45 p.m.
Baltimore at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at Cleveland, 7:10 p.m.
Detroit at Miami, 7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Boston, 7:10 p.m.
Texas at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
Houston at Atlanta, 7:15 p.m.
Arizona at Minnesota, 8:10 p.m.
Cincinnati at Athletics, 10:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Seattle, 10:10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Tampa Bay (Rasmussen 10-5) at Chicago Cubs 

(Rea 10-6), 2:20 p.m.
Baltimore (Sugano 10-8) at Toronto (Scherzer 

5-3), 3:07 p.m.
Detroit (Morton 9-10) at Miami (Junk 6-3), 

4:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Fried 16-5) at Boston (Bello 11-6), 

4:10 p.m.
Texas (Corbin 7-9) at N.Y. Mets (Sproat 0-1), 

4:10 p.m.
Kansas City (Bergert 2-2) at Philadelphia 

(Walker 4-8), 6:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Martin 6-9) at Cleveland 

(Messick 2-0), 6:10 p.m.
Arizona (Nelson 7-3) at Minnesota (Ryan 13-8), 

7:10 p.m.
Houston (Brown 11-7) at Atlanta (Elder 7-9), 

7:15 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Farris 1-0) at Seattle (Woo 13-7), 

9:40 p.m.
Cincinnati (Greene 6-4) at Athletics (Severino 

6-11), 10:05 p.m.

National League
East Division
 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 87 60 .592 —
New York 76 71 .517 11
Miami 68 79 .463 19
Atlanta 65 81 .445 21½
Washington 60 86 .411 26½
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 89 58 .605 —
Chicago 84 63 .571 5
Cincinnati 74 72 .507 14½
St. Louis 72 75 .490 17
Pittsburgh 64 83 .435 25
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 82 64 .562 —
San Diego 80 67 .544 2½
San Francisco 74 72 .507 8
Arizona 73 74 .497 9½
Colorado 40 107 .272 42½
Thursday’s Games

Baltimore 3, Pittsburgh 2
Miami 5, Washington 0
Philadelphia 6, N.Y. Mets 4
San Diego 2, Colorado 0

Friday’s Games
Chicago Cubs 6, Tampa Bay 4
Kansas City at Philadelphia, 6:45 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Washington, 6:45 p.m.
Detroit at Miami, 7:10 p.m.
Texas at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
Houston at Atlanta, 7:15 p.m.
Arizona at Minnesota, 8:10 p.m.
St. Louis at Milwaukee, 8:10 p.m.
Colorado at San Diego, 9:40 p.m.
Cincinnati at Athletics, 10:05 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco, 10:15 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Tampa Bay (Rasmussen 10-5) at Chicago Cubs 

(Rea 10-6), 2:20 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Chandler 2-1) at Washington 

(Alvarez 1-0), 4:05 p.m.
Detroit (Morton 9-10) at Miami (Junk 6-3), 

4:10 p.m.
Texas (Corbin 7-9) at N.Y. Mets (Sproat 0-1), 

4:10 p.m.
Kansas City (Bergert 2-2) at Philadelphia 

(Walker 4-8), 6:05 p.m.
Arizona (Nelson 7-3) at Minnesota (Ryan 13-8), 

7:10 p.m.
Houston (Brown 11-7) at Atlanta (Elder 7-9), 

7:15 p.m.
St. Louis (Gray 13-8) at Milwaukee (Misiorowski 

5-2), 8:15 p.m.
Colorado (TBD) at San Diego (Cease 7-11), 

8:40 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (Kershaw 10-2) at San Francisco 

(Webb 14-9), 9:05 p.m.
Cincinnati (Greene 6-4) at Athletics (Severino 

6-11), 10:05 p.m.

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 1 0 0 1.000 41 40
Miami 0 1 0 .000 8 33
N.Y. Jets 0 1 0 .000 32 34
New England 0 1 0 .000 13 20
South W L T Pct PF PA
Indianapolis 1 0 0 1.000 33 8
Jacksonville 1 0 0 1.000 26 10
Houston 0 1 0 .000 9 14
Tennessee 0 1 0 .000 12 20
North W L T Pct PF PA
Cincinnati 1 0 0 1.000 17 16
Pittsburgh 1 0 0 1.000 34 32
Baltimore 0 1 0 .000 40 41
Cleveland 0 1 0 .000 16 17
West W L T Pct PF PA
Denver 1 0 0 1.000 20 12
L.A. Chargers 1 0 0 1.000 27 21
Las Vegas 1 0 0 1.000 20 13
Kansas City 0 1 0 .000 21 27
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East W L T Pct PF PA
Phila. 1 0 0 1.000 24 20
Washington 1 1 0 .500 39 33
Dallas 0 1 0 .000 20 24
N.Y. Giants 0 1 0 .000 6 21
South W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 1 0 0 1.000 23 20
Atlanta 0 1 0 .000 20 23
Carolina 0 1 0 .000 10 26
New Orleans 0 1 0 .000 13 20
North W L T Pct PF PA
Green Bay 2 0 0 1.000 54 31
Minnesota 1 0 0 1.000 27 24
Chicago 0 1 0 .000 24 27
Detroit 0 1 0 .000 13 27
West W L T Pct PF PA
Arizona 1 0 0 1.000 20 13
L.A. Rams 1 0 0 1.000 14 9
San Francisco 1 0 0 1.000 17 13
Seattle 0 1 0 .000 13 17
Thursday’s Games

Green Bay 27, Washington 18
Sunday’s Games

Buffalo at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Detroit, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Dallas, 1 p.m.
New England at Miami, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Seattle at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Denver at Indianapolis, 4:05 p.m.
Phila. at Kansas City, 4:25 p.m.
Atlanta at Minnesota, 8:20 p.m.

Monday’s Games
Tampa Bay at Houston, 7 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Las Vegas, 10 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 18
Miami at Buffalo, 8:15 p.m.

Major League Baseball

“ In Bruns-
wick, there 
might be 

three [constants] — 
death, taxes and a 
Zumbach coaching 
at Brunswick High 
School.

LARRY COLLINS,  
Brunswick boys tennis 

coach

just half a sack, the former Dallas Cow-
boys defensive end was constantly in the 
backfield and drew multiple penalties on 
Washington offensive linemen with his 
quick twitch on the snap.

As a result, Daniels had one of the least 
effective performances of his young career. 
He threw for just 200 yards and averaged a 
paltry 4.8 yards per attempt — the lowest 
mark he has had in a full NFL game. Per-
haps more importantly, he ran for just 17 
yards. He walked into his postgame news 
conference with a slight limp but said “I’m 
good” when asked about his health.

Ultimately, the Commanders mus-
tered just 230 offensive yards. They have 
now lost seven straight games on the road 
against Green Bay, and they haven’t won 
at Lambeau Field since Nov. 9, 1986.

“It’s nothing to dwell about,” Daniels 
said. “It’s early in the season. I wouldn’t 
expect anybody in this locker room to hit a 
panic button. We faced a really good team, 
and we came up short, so we move on to 
the next game.”

Thursday night’s game brought with 
it a certain degree of gravitas — perhaps 
in part because of the setting, at a stadi-
um with NFL roots stretching back to the 
1950s. But it was also a reflection of the 
teams — and the timing.

With respected front offices and prom-
ising young quarterbacks, Green Bay and 
Washington both entered 2025 among the 
small group of teams expected to chal-
lenge the reigning Super Bowl champion 
Philadelphia Eagles for supremacy in the 
NFC. The Packers have had the youngest 
roster in the NFL in each of the past three 
years. The Commanders have the league’s 
oldest since 2007. That they met in Week 2, 
in a nationally televised prime-time game, 
only added to the intrigue.

Because both teams crushed their 
Week 1 opponents — with Washington 
comfortably beating the Giants and Green 
Bay cruising against Detroit — Thursday 
night’s game could serve as something of a 
litmus test. Were either of these teams re-
ally that good? Or were their initial oppo-
nents just inferior?

The answer, at least for the Packers, was 
definitive — and came early.

Green Bay moved the ball with relative 
ease throughout the first half. On the Pack-
ers’ second drive of the game, they hit sev-
eral chunk plays — including a 57-yard 
strike to Kraft up the seam — to make it to 
the red zone. Then Love bowled through a 
prospective tackle and flexed his biceps af-
ter the run. On the next play, he hit Romeo 
Doubs on a 5-yard slant to give Green Bay 
a 7-0 lead.

The Commanders, meanwhile, strug-
gled when they had the ball early. The 
numbers from their first three drives were 
staggering: 12 plays for a grand total of 23 
yards. All three drives ended in punts.

“Even though it’s only 7-0, it feels a lot 
worse,” analyst Kirk Herbstreit said on 
Prime Video’s broadcast early in the sec-
ond quarter.

And there was more still to come. Af-
ter going 96 yards to score their first touch-
down of the night, the Packers went 92 
yards on 10 plays to get their second — 
a 2-yard run by Josh Jacobs — midway 

through the second quarter.
An injury to veteran defensive line De-

atrich Wise Jr. on the extra point amplified 
Washington’s misery. He had quadriceps 
surgery and is out for the year. Also, the 
team believes running back Austin Ekeler 
tore his right Achilles tendon on a noncon-
tact play in the fourth quarter.

“That kind of takes the fight out of you 
a little bit,” wide receiver Deebo Samuel 
Sr. said of the injuries. “You know all the 
work they put in, all summer long. Just to 
see them go down, it kind of hurt.”

The Commanders eventually got on 
the scoreboard courtesy of Matt Gay’s first 
field goal for the team. He hit a 51-yard-
er with 4:27 left in the second quarter to 
make it 14-3.

Unfortunately for Washington, Gay 
then proceeded to miss his second attempt 
from 58 yards a few minutes later after the 
offense squandered strong field position. 
A doink from Green Bay kicker Brandon 
McManus brought the half to an end.

At halftime, the Packers had outgained 
the Commanders 274-82 and amassed 13 
first downs to Washington’s four, leaving 
coach Dan Quinn and his staff searching 
for a fix — and a spark.

With the opening kick return of the 
second half, as if on cue, Samuel pro-
vided it, winding and weaving through 
Green Bay’s coverage team for a 50-yard 
return. But the Commanders again could 
not get much traction. They cobbled to-
gether a few short passes, a few hum-ho 
runs. Then Edgerrin Cooper and Parsons 
sacked Daniels as he attempted to slip 
out of the pocket, with Parsons inducing 
a holding penalty — which was declined 
— in the process. Gay missed the subse-
quent field goal attempt.

“[The Packers’] rush pattern was very 
coordinated. Clogged up the lanes and the 
escape routes,” right guard Nick Allegretti 
said. “So they did a good job. And we re-
ally, just up front, we’ve got to give [Dan-
iels] more time so the escape route’s need-
ed less.”

By the midway point of the third quar-
ter, it was telling that Kraft had racked up 
more receiving yards by himself (108) than 
Washington’s offense had mustered in to-
tal (92). It was the first 100-yard game of 
his career.

And yet, for as lackluster as they had 
been to that point, the Commanders 
stayed in it. After Green Bay had built upon 
its lead with a 22-yard field goal from Mc-
Manus, Daniels started finding Zach Ertz 
toward the end of the third quarter. He 
completed two passes to the veteran tight 
end, then a third to Terry McLaurin to pro-
long the drive. When Ertz evaded a would-
be tackle and scampered 20 yards to the 
end zone, it was suddenly a one-score 
game again.

The hope, unfortunately for Daniels 
and Co., was short-lived. The Packers got 
the ball back and quickly resumed roll-
ing. Kraft celebrated an 8-yard touchdown 
catch with a Lambeau leap. McManus 
added another field goal. By the time Dan-
iels found Samuel for his second touch-
down pass of the night, then converted a 
two-point conversion, less than three min-
utes remained on the clock. There would 
be no magic on this night.

Outclassed in prime time
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Area Schedule

Saturday, Sept. 13
Girls Soccer

Urbana at Archbishop Spalding, 1
Field Hockey

Oakdale vs. Catonsville at Arundel HS, 9 a.m.
Middletown at Arundel HS Tournament

Cross-Country
Linganore girls at Centennial HS Invitational, 

9 a.m.
Oakdale at Chesapeake HS Invitational, 9 a.m.

Brunswick girls, Walkersville at South Hager-
stown HS Invitational, 9 a.m.

Urbana at Maryland Ag Center Invitational
Frederick at TBD Meet

College Men’s Soccer
DeSales at Hood, 1

College Women’s Soccer
Saint Peter’s at Mount St. Mary’s, 12
Hood at Washington (Md.), 4

College Volleyball

Frederick CC at Westmoreland County CC, 12
Hood at Randolph, 1
Frederick CC vs. Anne Arundel CC in Youngwood, 

Pa., 2
College Field Hockey

Hood at Neumann, 11 a.m.
College Cross-Country

Mount St. Mary’s at Canelo Invitational
College Golf

Hood women at Pride of Maryland

Going the distance
(Continued from B1)

season and then was traded 
to Denver.

“We all know kind of the 
story there and yeah, I have 
nothing but love for the peo-
ple in that facility and the 
people in that city. I mean, 
for sure it’s one of those 
things in the NFL, there’s a 
business side of it and things 
happen,” Flacco said. “I’m 
fortunate to be where I am 
today and be in this posi-
tion, but I have nothing but 
love for that city and for that 
organization. I mean I was 
a small-school guy that they 
took a little bit of a chance 
on early on in the draft, and 
I have so many good memo-
ries with those people in that 
city and that stadium.”

Coming off losses
The Browns (0-1) are 

looking to avoid their first 
0-2 start in Kevin Stefanski’s 
six seasons as coach. The last 
three times the Browns lost 
their opener, they bounced 
back with a win in Week 2.

Baltimore started 0-2 last 
season but still went on to 
win the AFC North. But af-
ter losing at Buffalo in their 
opener, the Ravens could 
really use a win this week. 
Their next four games after 
this are against the Lions, 
Chiefs, Texans and Rams.

Takeaway drought

The Browns allowed only 
141 yards against Cincinna-
ti last week, including only 7 
in the second half. While the 
defense is doing a solid job 
stopping opponents, it isn’t 
forcing turnovers. Cleve-
land has gone three straight 
games dating to last season 
without a takeaway and has 
gone seven straight without 
forcing multiple turnovers.

“As good as we play, still 
more things that we could 
get better at, and that’s one 
of the areas is takeaways,” 
cornerback Denzel Ward 
said. “So we played well, 
played decent on this past 
game, but we got to take that 
ball away.”

Playing to their strengths
The Browns were in 12 

personnel (one running 
back, two tight ends) on 36 
of their 71 offensive plays 
against Cincinnati last week, 
their highest usage since 
Week 16 in 2020.

That’s partly because of 
the selection of tight end 
Harold Fannin Jr. in the third 
round this year. Fannin was 
in for 55 plays while lining 
up at tight end, slot receiv-
er, running back and even 
quarterback one play. David 
Njoku was in for 64 snaps. 
Fannin and Njoku combined 
for 10 of the Browns’ 31 re-
ceptions and 100 yards.

Baltimore allowed sev-
en receptions to Buffalo’s 

tight ends for 97 yards and 
a touchdown. According to 
the NFL’s Next Gen Stats, op-
ponents targeted tight ends 
127 times against Baltimore 
last season, 10th-most in the 
league.

Keep an eye on …
Both teams have rook-

ie kickers who missed extra 
points last week, and the Ra-
vens and Browns both lost 
by one point.

Baltimore’s Tyler Loop 
made both of his field goal 
attempts while Cleveland’s 
Andre Szmyt was 1 of 2, in-
cluding a 35-yard attempt 
that went wide right late in 
the fourth quarter that would 
have given the Browns the 
lead.

Injuries
Browns tackle Jack Conk-

lin (eye, elbow) is expected 
to be back after he left the 
first half of Sunday’s game 
after being poked in the eye. 
Defensive tackle Mike Hall 
(knee) is on track to make 
his season debut after miss-
ing last week.

Ravens fullback Pat-
rick Ricard (calf) and tight 
end Isaiah Likely (foot) 
missed last weekend’s game 
and missed practice time 
this week. Defensive tack-
le Nnamdi Madubuike (an-
kle) and cornerback Jaire Al-
exander (knee) were also on 
the injury report this week.

Flacco returns with Browns to face Ravens
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