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By AP

TEL AVIV, Israel — The 
Palestinian death toll from 
the 20-month Israel-Hamas 
war has climbed past 55,000, 
the Gaza Health Ministry 
said Wednesday.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s office 
meanwhile said that Israel’s 
forces recovered the remains 
of two additional hostages 
held in Gaza since the Oct. 
7, 2023 attack by Hamas on 
southern Israel that launched 
the war in Gaza.

The Gaza Health Ministry 
doesn’t distinguish between 
civilians and combatants, 
but has said that women and 
children make up more than 
half the 55,000 dead. Israel 
says it only targets militants 
and blames civilian deaths 
on Hamas, accusing the mil-
itants of hiding among civil-
ians, because they operate 
in populated areas.

The ministry says 55,104 
people have been killed 
since the start of the war and 
127,394 wounded. Many 
more are believed to be bur-
ied under the rubble or in 
areas that are inaccessible to 
local medics.

The Health Ministry is 
part of Gaza’s Hamas-run 
government, but staffed by 
medical professionals who 
maintain and publish de-
tailed records. Its tolls from 
previous conflicts have 
largely aligned with those 
of independent experts, 
though Israel has ques-
tioned the ministry’s figures.

Netanayu’s office identi-
fied the remains of one of the 
hostages recovered Wednes-

day as Yair Yaakov, who was 
killed during the Oct. 7, 2023 
attack. The identity of the 
second hostage whose body 
was recovered was not im-
mediately disclosed.

Israeli Defense Minis-
ter Israel Katz said the bod-
ies were retrieved in a “com-
plex” operation without 
disclosing details.

Israeli forces have de-
stroyed vast areas of Gaza, 
displaced about 90% of its 
population and in recent 
weeks have transformed 
more than half of the coast-
al territory into a military 
buffer zone that includes 
the now mostly uninhabited 
southern city of Rafah.

A 2½-month blockade 
imposed by Israel when 
it ended a ceasefire with 
Hamas raised fears of fam-
ine and was slightly eased in 
May. The launch of a new Is-
raeli- and U.S.-backed aid 
system has been marred by 
chaos and violence, and the 
U.N. says it has struggled to 
bring in food because of Is-
raeli restrictions, a break-
down of law and order, and 
widespread looting.

Israel accuses Hamas of 
siphoning off aid, but the 
U.N. and aid groups deny 
there is any systematic di-
version of aid to militants.

Hamas has suffered ma-
jor setbacks militarily, and 

Israel says it has killed more 
than 20,000 militants, with-
out providing evidence. The 
militants still hold 53 hos-
tages — less than half of 
them believed to be alive — 
and control areas outside of 
military zones despite facing 
rare protests earlier this year.

The war began when 
Hamas-led militants killed 
around 1,200 people, mostly 
civilians, in the Oct. 7 attack 
and abducted 251 hostages.
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FALL
BIG BUCKS BINGO!

Tickets cost: $50 in advance. $60 at the door if space available. 
Reservations available for groups! No refunds.

Doors open at 11am, games start at 2pm
For tickets, Call 240-626-4895 or stop by our bingo event hall 

Friday or Saturday evenings.

Food Available: Free coffee, hot chocolate, and tea

St. Thomas More Academy BINGO
310 Baughmans Lane • Frederick, MD 21702 | 240-626-4895

Payouts may be reduced if less than 130 players.

St. Thomas More Academy

SUMMER
BIG BUCKS BINGO!

SATURDAY JUNE 14TH
20 games pay $500 each! • Super Jackpot pays $1,000!

We will have Winner Take All and 50/50 games. 
Lots of tip jars, KING TUTS, other games!

Jeannine Wheeler
Jeannine Wheeler, 91, of 

Brunswick, Maryland, passed 
from this life on Monday, June 
9, 2025, at Tranquility of Fred-
ericktowne in Frederick. She 
was the beloved wife of Ken-
neth Griffith until his passing 
where later in life she married 
Gene Wheeler.

Born on April 23, 1934, 
in Brunswick, she was the 
daughter of the late Thom-
as Franklin and Eva (Bohrer) 
Hinckle.

Jeannine worked for over 
30 years at Safeway in Fred-
erick. Jeannine was a devout 
church member where she 
sang in the choir at St. Fran-
cis and St. Mary’s catholic 
church. Her main joy in life 
was spending time with her 
family.

She is survived by four 
children, Karen Seymour of 
Winchester Va., Michael Grif-
fith and wife Debra of Mid-
dletown, Keith Griffith of 
Brunswick and Dean Griffith 
and late wife Connie of Harp-
ers Ferry W.Va.

Also survived by seven 
grandchildren, Chantz and 
Kylee Griffith, Jordan Smith, 
Carlin Abdulghany, Amanda 
Dan, Jessica Reed and Abigail 
Seymour.

Also eleven great grand-
children, Cannon and Dake 
Griffith, Ellie and Annie Grif-
fith, Arlo and Kai Abdulgh-
any, Ruby and Miller Smith, 
William Reed, Avery and Mi-
cah Dan.

The family will recieve 
friends from 1-2 p.m. on 
Monday, June 16, 2025, at 
Stauffer Funeral Home P.A. 
1100 N. Maple Ave., in Bruns-
wick, Md., where a celebra-
tion of Jeannine’s life jour-
ney will take place at 2 p.m. 
Msgr Richard J. Murphy will 
officiate. Interment will be 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Ceme-
tary-Petersville in Knoxville, 
Md.

The family would like to 
acknowledge our apprecia-
tion for her wonderful care 
at Autumn Lake Balleng-
er Creek and Tranquility at 
Fredericktowne.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Hospice of Fred-
erick County.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the family at 
StaufferFuneralHome.com.

By MELANIE LIDMAN
Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s govern-
ment faced a major test Wednes-
day after the opposition submitted a 
bill to dissolve parliament, with his 
ultra-Orthodox coalition partners 
threatening to support the measure 
and force early elections.

The ultra-Orthodox parties are fu-
rious that the government has failed 
to pass a law exempting their com-
munity from mandatory military ser-
vice, an issue that has long divided 
the Jewish Israeli public, especially 
during the 20-monthlong war in the 
Gaza Strip.

While many expect a last-minute 
compromise, the vote is the most se-
rious challenge to Netanyahu’s gov-
ernment since Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, 
attack, the biggest security failure in 
Israel’s history.

The opposition submitted a bill to 
dissolve the Knesset, Israel’s parlia-
ment. In response, coalition mem-
bers submitted numerous bills, pack-
ing Wednesday’s schedule and buying 
time for last-minute negotiations.

The dissolution vote, if it is not 
pulled, is expected to take place late 
at night. Separately, Argentina’s Pres-

ident Javier Milei will address the 
Knesset on Wednesday.

The bill must pass another three 
readings before parliament is dis-
solved, a process that could take days 
or weeks.

Even if the bill passes, it could take 
weeks or months for new elections to 
be called. If the bill fails, another vote 
for dissolution cannot be brought 
again by the opposition for at least 
six months. The opposition could still 
pull the bill if there isn’t enough sup-

port and submit it again in the com-
ing weeks.

Netanyahu’s coalition includes 
two ultra-Orthodox parties, and both 
would need to support the dissolu-
tion bill for it to pass. On Tuesday, top 
ultra-Orthodox, or Haredi, rabbis is-
sued a religious decree emphasizing 
their stand against military service, 
which complicates the Haredi politi-
cians’ ability to negotiate.

Military service is mandatory for 
most Jews in Israel, but the politically 
powerful ultra-Orthodox, who make 
up roughly 13% of Israeli society, have 
traditionally received exemptions 
if they are studying full-time in reli-
gious seminaries.

The ultra-Orthodox, also known 
as Haredim, or “God-fearing” in He-
brew, say that integrating into the 
army threatens their traditional way 
of life.

Israel is engaged in the longest 
active war in the country’s history, 
which has stretched its military to the 
breaking point. The Haredim’s wide-
spread refusal to serve, and threats to 
topple the government during war-
time, have enraged many Israelis, es-
pecially those who have served multi-
ple rounds of reserve duty.

Since the start of the war, 866 Is-
raeli soldiers have been killed.

Netanyahu’s government 
faces a possible collapse
Opposition in Israeli legislature moves to dissolve parliament

Abir Sultan/EPA, file

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu attends a ceremony on 
the eve of Israel’s Remembrance Day 
for fallen soldiers at the Yad LaBanim 
Memorial on April 29 in Jerusalem.

Gaza Health Ministry reports over 55K 
Palestinians killed in Israel-Hamas war

AP

A Palestinian woman waits next to her son, who was injured the previous night as he was trying to get access to 
humanitarian aid, on Wednesday at the al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City.
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WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump said a 
trade framework with China has been completed, with 
Beijing supplying rare earths and magnets “UP FRONT” 
and the United States allowing Chinese students into its 
colleges and universities.

The U.S. and China will maintain tariffs at their cur-
rent, lower levels following the two nations’ agreement 
this week in London, Trump said Wednesday. That num-
ber is still higher than before the president took office. 
Trump said Chinese President Xi Jinping and he must 
still formally sign off on the agreement.

“OUR DEAL WITH CHINA IS DONE, SUBJECT TO FI-
NAL APPROVAL WITH PRESIDENT XI AND ME,” Trump 
posted on social media. “WE ARE GETTING A TOTAL OF 
55% TARIFFS, CHINA IS GETTING 10%. RELATIONSHIP 
IS EXCELLENT!”

Trump’s comments prompted fresh questions about 
the terms of the pact U.S. and Chinese negotiators 
reached Tuesday. Markets had a mixed reaction Wednes-
day to comments from Trump and his team, with U.S. 
equity indexes fluctuating throughout the day.

“Trump is mentioning the current tariff status, in a 
misleading way, to show he has the upper hand,” said 
Neo Wang, lead China macro analyst at Evercore ISI.

In a later post, Trump said Xi and he “are going to 
work closely together to open up China to American 
Trade. This would be a great WIN for both countries!!!”

U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick, speaking 
briefly to reporters at the White House later Wednesday, 
said he thinks the latest pact will be completed within days.

— Bloomberg News

Trump says China will ship rare earth 
elements in ‘done’ trade deal


