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Good morning! Each day is a little life: every waking and rising a little birth, every 
fresh morning a little youth, every going to rest and sleep a little 
death. — Arthur Schopenhauer

78°/51°
Weather, B10

By CEOLI JACOBY
cjacoby@newspost.com

The city of Frederick on Tuesday 
will hold a primary election to deter-
mine which Democratic candidates 
will advance to the general election in 
November. Here’s what voters need to 
know:

When and where do I vote?
In-person voting will be at the Trin-

ity Recreation Center at 6040 New De-
sign Road from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday.

Ballot drop boxes will also remain 
open until 8 p.m. on Tuesday. Voters 
can drop off ballots at:

• The William R. Talley Recreation 
Center’s lower level entrance at 121 N. 
Bentz St.

• The Housing Authority of the City 
of Frederick near the parking lot at 209 
Madison St.

• Hillcrest Commons at the front of 
the building at 1150 Orchard Terrace

• Frederick County’s Bourne Build-
ing at the front of the building at 355 
Montevue Lane

• Frederick Community College by 
the north entrance of the campus out-
side the Visual & Performing Arts Cen-
ter at 7932 Opossumtown Pike

• Gov. Thomas Johnson High School 
near the school’s gymnasium at 1501 N. 
Market St.

Ballots sent through the mail must 
be postmarked by Tuesday and re-
ceived by Friday.

Who can vote?
Any registered Democrat in the city 

of Frederick is eligible to vote in the pri-
mary election on Tuesday.

There weren’t enough Republican 
candidates in this year’s election to re-
quire a primary. They will automatical-
ly advance to the general election.

By CEOLI JACOBY
cjacoby@newspost.com

A Frederick County judge on 
Monday sentenced a man to life 
in prison, plus 20 years, for raping 
and killing a woman in her Bruns-
wick home early last year.

Juwaun Terry Stewart, 18, 
pleaded guilty on Feb. 19 to the 
first-degree rape and murder of 
Tammy Sue Coates, 61, on Jan. 17, 
2024. Stewart was 17 years old at 
the time, but was charged as an 
adult.

Prosecutors have said that 
Stewart committed the crime af-
ter Coates did not allow him to 
clean the snow off her car in ex-
change for money.

During the sentencing hear-
ing on Monday, Chief Assistant 
State’s Attorney Lindsey Carpen-
ter described how Stewart used a 
butter knife to stab and cut Coates 
in the neck, cheek and temple.

An autopsy determined that 
Coates also had injuries consis-
tent with strangulation and blunt 
force trauma to the head, Carpen-
ter told the court.

“This crime is truly a commu-
nity’s nightmare — a complete 
stranger, in broad daylight, in the 
safety of her own home,” Carpen-
ter said.

Coates’ daughter Kimberly, 
who found her mother’s body five 
days after the murder, and Coates’ 
niece Amanda, who spoke to her 
aunt over the phone on the day 
of the murder, gave victim impact 
statements during the hearing on 
Monday. Both women were only 
identified by first name in court.

“Finding my mother in the 

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Irais Callejas cleans the facade of the Spider-Man amusement ride on Monday at the Frederick 
Fairgrounds. The Great Frederick Fair begins on Friday and runs through Sept. 20. For more details, go 
to thegreatfrederickfair.com.

LEAPING INTO FAIR PREP

By LINDSAY WHITEHURST
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court 
on Monday cleared the way for federal 
agents to conduct sweeping immigration 
operations for now in Los Angeles, the lat-
est victory for President Donald Trump’s 
administration at the high court.

The conservative majority lifted a re-
straining order from a judge who found that 
roving patrols were conducting indiscrimi-
nate stops in and around LA. The order had 
barred immigration agents from stopping 
people solely based on their race, language, 
job or location.

The court’s 6-3 decision followed a pat-
tern of at least temporarily allowing some 
of the Republican administration’s harsh-
est policies, while leaving room for the pos-
sibility of a different outcome after the legal 
case plays out fully. The net effect, mean-
while, has Trump pushing ahead in many 
of the areas he considers most critical.

The majority did not explain its reason-
ing, as is typical on the court’s emergency 
docket. But Justice Brett Kavanaugh said 
the lower-court judge had gone too far in 
restricting how Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agents can carry out brief 
stops for questioning. “The prospect of 
such after-the-fact judicial second-guess-
ing and contempt proceedings will inevi-
tably chill lawful immigration enforcement 

efforts,” he wrote in a concurrence.
In a stinging dissent joined by her two 

liberal colleagues, Justice Sonia Sotomay-
or said the decision erodes constitutional 
freedoms.

“Countless people in the Los Ange-

les area have been grabbed, thrown to the 
ground, and handcuffed simply because of 
their looks, their accents, and the fact they 
make a living by doing manual labor,” she 
wrote. “Today, the Court needlessly sub-
jects countless more to these exact same 

indignities.”
Kavanaugh, for his part, suggested stops 

in which agents use force could yet face le-
gal challenges.

The Supreme Court’s decision comes 
as ICE agents also step up enforcement in 
Washington as part of Trump’s federal take-
over of the capital city’s law enforcement 
and deployment of the National Guard.

The lawsuit will now continue to unfold 
in California, with a hearing set for Sept. 24. 
It was filed by immigrant advocacy groups 
that accused the Trump administration of 
systematically targeting brown-skinned 
people during his administration’s crack-
down on illegal immigration in the Los An-
geles area.

U.S. District Judge Maame E. Frim-
pong in Los Angeles had found a “moun-
tain of evidence” that enforcement tactics 
were violating the Constitution. The plain-
tiffs included U.S. citizens swept up in im-
migration stops. An appeals court had left 
Frimpong’s ruling in place.

Federal attorneys have said immigration 
officers target people based on illegal pres-
ence in the U.S., not skin color, race or eth-
nicity. Even so, the Justice Department ar-
gued that ICE agents can use at least some 
of those factors in combination with oth-
ers, and Kavanaugh said apparent ethnicity 
could be a relevant factor for a stop.

CITY OF FREDERICK

What to 
know about 
primary 
election day

Convicted 
murderer 
and rapist 
sentenced
Juwaun Terry Stewart gets 
life in prison plus 20 years

High court lifts restrictions on LA immigration stops

AP file

Immigration agents conduct an operation at a car wash Aug. 15, 2025, in Montebello, Calif.

(See VOTING A10)(See PRISON A10)
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What offices are on the 
ballot?

The mayor and all City 
Council seats are on the bal-
lot this year.

This primary election is 
Frederick’s first since the 
city revised its charter in 
2024, creating five council 
districts.

Previously, all five mem-
bers of the Board of Alder-
men represented the city 
at-large. Now, two at-large 
representatives and five 
district-level representa-
tives will make up the sev-
en-member City Council.

To find your council dis-
trict, use the interactive 
map at tinyurl.com/freder-
ickelections.

Who are the candidates?
There are two Demo-

cratic candidates for mayor. 
They are Michael O’Connor, 
the current mayor of Fred-
erick, and Ron Beattie, a for-
mer member of the city’s 
Planning Commission.

There are five Demo-
cratic candidates for two 
at-large seats on the City 
Council. They are: current 
Council Members Derek 
Shackelford, Kelly Russell 
and Donna Kuzemchak; for-
mer Frederick Mayor Jenni-
fer Dougherty; and Med-
icaid policy analyst Libby 
Taylor. Taylor has never held 
public office.

Current City Council Pres-
ident Katie Nash is the only 
Democratic candidate for 
City Council District 1. She 
will automatically advance to 
the general election.

César Díaz, an immi-

grant advocate who works 

in information technology, 

is the only Democratic can-

didate for City Council Dis-

trict 2. He will automatically 

advance to the general elec-

tion.

There are two Democrat-

ic candidates for City Coun-

cil District 3. They are Pe-

ter Brehm, treasurer of The 

Frederick Center, and Dave 

Schmidt, a co-owner of 

Wag’s Restaurant.

There are two Democrat-

ic candidates for City Coun-
cil District 4. They are S. 
Scott Lasher, a fitness studio 
owner, and Fredy Ventura, a 
househusband.

There are two Democrat-
ic candidates for City Coun-
cil District 5. They are Ryan 
Trout, the director of hous-
ing and community devel-
opment for the city of Rock-
ville, and Sarah Hempel 
Irani, a sculptor.

Where can I find info 
about the candidates?

The Frederick News-Post 
and the League of Women 
Voters of Frederick Coun-
ty created a voters guide 
that can be found at tinyurl.
com/fredprimaryguide.

The News-Post’s podcast 
interviews with each can-
didate are at fnppodcasts.
com/politics.

All other News-Post cov-
erage of the election is at 
fredericknewspost.com/
news/continuing_cover-
age/election_coverage.

When will election results 
be available?

City officials do not ex-
pect to have all of the votes 
tallied for Frederick’s pri-
mary election on Tuesday 
until later in the week.

The city plans to count 
in-person votes at the Trin-
ity Recreation Center the 
day of the election and post 
them on the city website.

The city will continue 
counting mail-in and drop-
off ballots on Thursday. It 
is not yet clear when the 
counting of those ballots 
will conclude.

What to know about primary election day
(VOTING from A1)

Map by Nolan Wilkinson

A map of the locations for drop boxes for ballots in the city primary election for mayor and seven City Council members. After 
receiving primary ballots in the mail from the city, voters can drop them off in boxes at the locations until Tuesday.

state that I did completely changed me,” Kimberly said, 
adding that she is now nervous to go anywhere on her 
own and cannot sleep without having nightmares.

Kimberly said there was no way to explain her moth-
er’s death to her son, whose Nana was “his best friend.”

Amanda described her aunt as “the glue that kept my 
family together.” She said her aunt would often send peo-
ple a “love you” text to let them know she was thinking 
of them.

Because of Stewart’s actions, Amanda said, she now 
has severe anxiety about someone breaking into her 
home and harming her family.

“I don’t trust anyone anymore because of what hap-
pened to my aunt,” she said.

Linda Zeit, Stewart’s public defender, told the court on 
Monday that her client has taken responsibility for his ac-
tions by pleading guilty, meaning Coates’ family did not 
have to endure a trial.

In exchange for Stewart’s plea, the Frederick County 
State’s Attorney’s Office declined to prosecute Stewart on 
a number of other felony charges, including two counts 
of first-degree assault and one count each of first-degree 
burglary, robbery, home invasion and theft.

Mental health history
Zeit told the court that Stewart’s life has been “diffi-

cult, to say the least.” He was removed from his mother’s 
custody as a child due to abuse and was primarily raised 
by his grandmother, Zeit said.

When he was 15, Stewart found his mother dead from 
a drug overdose. His father died in 2021 as a result of a car 
crash, Zeit said.

According to Zeit, Stewart also has a history of hos-
pitalizations, mental health diagnoses and involvement 
with the Department of Juvenile Services.

Maggie Shearin, the grandmother who raised Stew-
art, spoke on her grandson’s behalf during the sentenc-
ing hearing on Monday.

Shearin offered her condolences to Coates’ family and 
referenced her own son, who she said was shot and killed 
at a young age.

“I know what it is to lose someone in violence,” she 
said.

Shearin asked Circuit Judge Scott Rolle for leniency in 
sentencing Stewart, saying she tried to seek help from the 
courts with her grandson’s psychiatric problems, but “it 
didn’t happen.”

“I pray that he can do the right things and get his mind 
straight,” Shearin said.

When given the opportunity to speak on his own be-
half, Stewart declined, stating “I’ll hold my peace.” Zeit 
said Stewart wrote a letter to the court, but it was not read 
aloud.

In his comments before sentencing Stewart, Rolle said 
it was “difficult to even listen to the facts of this case.”

“I could only imagine what went through her mind 
when it became clear that this was how her life was going 
to end,” Rolle said of Coates.

Rolle ultimately sentenced Stewart to the agreed-up-
on sentence of life in prison for the murder charge and 
20 years in prison for the rape charge. He ordered that 
the sentences be served consecutively, rather than at the 
same time.

Maryland law prohibits life sentences without the 
possibility of parole as punishment for crimes commit-
ted by juveniles, so Stewart will eventually become eligi-
ble for parole.

State’s Attorney Charlie Smith said in a phone inter-
view on Monday that Stewart will not become eligible for 
parole on the life sentence for murder until he has served 
20 years in prison.

If paroled on the life sentence, Smith said, Stewart 
would have to serve another 10 years in prison before 
becoming eligible for parole on the 20-year sentence for 
rape.

As a result, the earliest that Stewart could be released 
from prison is 2054. If released early, he would still have 
to register as a sex offender for life.

Smith said Stewart’s crime is proof that “teenagers are 
still capable of extremely heinous, extremely violent of-
fenses.”

“Our prosecutors knew the severity of this case, and 
we sought the harshest sentence possible,” Smith said. 
“We have no control over the law or when offenders of 
any age can be paroled.”

Convicted murderer sentenced
(PRISON from A1)

More than 5,000 arrests made
The Department of Homeland Se-

curity said last week that authorities 
had made 5,210 immigration arrests 
since June 6 and praised the work of 
its lead commander there, Gregory 
Bovino, whose “success in getting the 
worst of the worst out of the Los An-
geles region speaks for itself.”

The agency promised in an on-
line post to “continue to FLOOD THE 
ZONE in Los Angeles” after the high 
court’s decision.

The region has been top priori-
ty for the Trump administration, and 
its hard-line immigration strategy has 
spurred protests and the deployment 
of the National Guard and the Ma-
rines.

The number of raids in the LA area 
appeared to slow shortly after Frim-
pong’s order came down in July, but 
recently they have become more fre-
quent again, including an operation 
in which agents jumped out of the 
back of a rented box truck and made 
arrests at an LA Home Depot store 
as the administration carries out the 
president’s goal of mass deportations.

Attorney General Pam Bondi and 
border czar Tom Homan both sep-
arately applauded the ruling. “Now, 
ICE can continue carrying out roving 
patrols in California without judicial 
micromanagement,” Bondi wrote in a 
social media post.

The order from Frimpong, who 
was nominated by Democratic Pres-
ident Joe Biden, barred authorities 
from using factors like apparent race 
or ethnicity, speaking Spanish or En-
glish with an accent, presence at a lo-
cation such as a tow yard or car wash, 
or someone’s occupation as the only 
basis for reasonable suspicion for de-
tention. It had covered a combined 

population of nearly 20 million peo-
ple, nearly half of whom identify as 
Hispanic or Latino.

‘I was born here in the States’
The plaintiffs argued that Frim-

pong’s order only prevents federal 
agents from making stops that do not 
align with the Constitution and Su-
preme Court precedent.

Chris Newman, legal director for 
the National Day Laborer Organizing 
Network, said the Supreme Court de-
cision will fuel aggressive immigra-
tion enforcement in other major cities. 
“The Supreme Court majority makes 
clear that average non-white workers 
are targets, and it functionally gives 
its stamp of approval for Trump to 
trample their bedrock constitutional 
rights,” he said.

Plaintiffs included three detained 

immigrants and two U.S. citizens. One 
of the citizens was Los Angeles resi-
dent Brian Gavidia, who was shown in 
a June 13 video being seized by feder-
al agents and pressed against a metal 
fence with his arm twisted behind his 
back as he yelled: “I was born here in 
the States. East LA, bro!”

A terrified Gavidia was released 
about 20 minutes later after showing 
agents his identification, as was an-
other citizen stopped at a car wash, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

Democratic leaders in California 
condemned the decision. Los Ange-
les Mayor Karen Bass said she has di-
rected city departments to follow rules 
barring the use of municipal resources 
on federal immigration enforcement. 
“This isn’t just an attack on the people 
of Los Angeles. This is an attack on ev-
ery person in this city, and in every city 
in this country,” Bass told reporters.

Supreme Court allows immigration enforcement to continue in LA
(DECISION from A1)

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass (D) speaks during a news conference on Monday 
in reaction to the Supreme Court’s decision that clears the way for sweeping 
immigration operations in to continue in her city.

AP photos

President Donald Trump speaks at a hearing of the Religious Liberty Commission at the Museum of the Bible on Monday in 
Washington.


