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DEATH NOTICES

By GEIR MOULSON 
Associated Press

BERLIN — Gunther von 
Hagens, the German anat-
omist who generated both 
fascination and revulsion 
around the globe with his 
“Body Worlds” exhibits of 
preserved human corpses, 
has died. He was 81.

Von Hagens’ family and 
the Institute for Plastination, 
which he founded, said he 
died on Friday. A statement 
they issued on Monday gave 
no further details. Von Ha-
gens had announced in 2010 
that he was living with Parkin-
son’s disease.

Von Hagens trod a fine 
line between science, enter-
tainment and commerce with 
his touring exhibits, as well 
as headline-grabbing actions 
such as a public autopsy.

At the heart of von Hagens’ 
work was the so-called plas-
tination process — replacing 
body fluids with liquid plas-
tic that then hardens. That 
technique, which he started 
developing in the 1970s, pre-
vented decay, left tissues in-
tact and allowed him to dis-
play preserved corpses and 
their inner organs.

The resulting exhibition, 
“Body Worlds,” first went on 
show in Japan in 1995.

Two years later, the collec-
tion of partly skinless corps-
es went on display in von Ha-
gens’ homeland, overcoming 
an attempt by local church 
leaders to block its opening 
on the grounds that it was dis-
respectful. Von Hagens said 
he was helping viewers un-
derstand how their bodies 
work.

The anatomist “is forced 
in his daily work to reject the 
taboos and convictions that 
people have about death and 
the dead,” von Hagens said of 
his work.

“I touch here a taboo, 
which is our body, and noth-
ing is so near as our body is to 
us,” he said.

The shows used the corps-
es of people who agreed to 
donate their bodies for plas-
tination. Critics argued that 
von Hagens bordered on sen-
sationalism with his works, 
which included a corpse rid-
ing a plastinated horse, and 
a pregnant woman with an 
eight-month-old fetus inside.

Von Hagens “plays with 
the corpses like a child plays 
with dolls,” the Rev. Ernst 
Pulsfort, spiritual rector of 
Berlin’s Catholic Acade-
my, said when the show first 
opened in the German capital 
in 2001. He argued that it ca-
tered to a “public lust for sen-
sation.”

During a “Body Worlds” 
show in London in 2002, the 
anatomist — wearing, as ever, 
his trademark black fedora — 
conducted Britain’s first pub-
lic autopsy in 170 years before 
a sellout crowd of hundreds, 
defying government warn-
ings that it might be illegal.

Von Hagens declared it a 
“huge success.” The British 
Medical Association’s head 
of ethics, Dr. Michael Wilkes, 
said it was “degrading and 
disrespectful.”

The “Body Worlds” ex-
hibits were shown in several 
American cities after making 
their U.S. debut in Los Ange-
les in 2004.

Von Hagens’ “Plastinar-
ium,” where bodies are pre-
pared, opened in the eastern 
German town of Guben in 
2006.

The anatomist was born 
Gunther Liebchen on Jan. 10, 
1945, in what is now western 
Poland.

He went to medical school 
in Jena in East Germany, but 
increasingly questioned the 
communist system and made 
a failed attempt to flee to the 
West. He was detained be-
fore West Germany bought 
his freedom in 1970, a regular 
practice at the time.

He continued his medi-
cal studies at the University 
of Luebeck and, in the 1970s, 
began working at Heidelberg 
University’s pathology and 
anatomy institute. He mar-
ried a former classmate, Cor-
nelia von Hagens, and took 
her surname.

His second wife, Angeli-
na Whalley, heads his Hei-
delberg-based Institute for 
Plastination and curates his 
exhibitions, and he had three 
children from his first mar-
riage.

Monday’s statement said 
it was von Hagens’ wish that 
his body be made available 
for plastination and “his fam-
ily will respect and carry out 
this wish.”
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David John Swencki, 

78, of Frederick, Maryland, 
passed away peacefully on 
July 25, 2026, following a 
brief stay at Kline Hospice 
House and surrounded by 
his loving family.

Born on July 14, 1948, 
in Racine, Wisconsin, Da-
vid lived most of his life in 
Racine before relocating 
to Frederick, Maryland, in 
2015. He was a man of qui-
et pride and deep loyalties.

David served his country 
as a Sergeant in the United 
States Army, where he was 
stationed at Fort Carson, 
Colorado, and served as a 
Military Policeman. His mil-
itary service was a source of 
great personal pride and re-
mained a defining chapter 
of his life.

Following his service, 
David built a long and ded-
icated career with S.C. John-
son and Son, where he spent 
the majority of his profes-
sional life before retiring. 
He was a devoted member 
of the Racine German Club 
for many years, serving on 
its board, and a proud par-
ticipant in the Racine Scouts 
Drum and Bugle Corps from 
1964 to 1967 — a forma-
tive experience that ignited 
a lifelong love of drum and 
bugle corps. He remained a 
passionate fan of the activ-
ity throughout his life. He 
loved music and WWII and 
Civil War history and could 
most often be seen putter-
ing around his yard.

David is survived by 
his beloved wife, Laurel R. 
(Gumz) Swencki; his daugh-
ters, Lisa S. Zajac (Jona-
than) and Sharon A. Sw-
encki; his grandchildren, 
Jordan T. Zajac, Lilian S. 
Theby, and Nicholas A. The-
by; and his sister, Kathleen 
Ohmann. He was preced-
ed in death by his parents, 
Chester E. Swencki and Hel-

en C. (Sabo) Swencki, and 
his brother, Jeffrey Swencki.

The family is grateful for 
and would like to recog-
nize the loving care that he 
received from the staff at 
Frederick Health Hospital 
and Kline Hospice House in 
his final weeks.

Family and friends are in-
vited to call at St. Katharine 
Drexel Catholic Church, 
8428 Opossumtown Pike, 
Frederick, MD 21702 on 
Thursday, July 30, 2026 from 
11:00 A.M. until 12:00 P.M., 
where a Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated at 
12:00 P.M. Interment will 
be at a later date. In lieu of 
flowers Memorial Contribu-
tions in David’s name may 
be made to Kline Hospice 
House, https://www.fred-
erickhealthhospice.org/do-
nate-support/ or the Amer-
ican Liver Foundation, 
https://liverfoundation.
org/how-you-can-help/
ways-to-give/make-a-trib-
ute-gift/. Online condo-
lences may be left at https://
www.keeneybasford.com.

Shirley Ann Derflinger
Shirley Ann Derflinger, 

age 76, of Brunswick, Mary-
land, died on July 22, 2026. 
Shirley’s last days were sur-
rounded by family and close 
friends.

She was born at home 
in Brunswick on August 24, 
1949, to Robert E. and Beu-
lah V. (Lucas) Derfling-
er. Shirley grew up on New 
York Hill in Brunswick’s east 
side with numerous aunts, 
uncles, and cousins all liv-
ing near and visiting back 
and forth. Shirley regaled 
future generations for years 
with stories of family gath-
erings and antics from her 
past on New York Hill.

Shirley graduated from 
Brunswick High School in 
1967 where she was the se-
nior class treasurer, secre-
tary of the Future Business 
Leaders of America, and 
member of the Glee Club 
and drama productions. Af-
ter high school she went to 
work for the federal govern-
ment at the Atomic Energy 
Commission, later known 
as the Department of En-
ergy. Shirley retired in 2007 
after 40 years of dedicated 
service.

Throughout the years 
Shirley was a longtime 
member of the Brunswick 
Eagles Auxiliary. She was 
also a member of New Hope 
United Methodist Church.

Shirley had a knack for 
making people feel special. 
She remembered anniver-
saries and birthdays and 
always sent cards to cele-
brate. She was a special and 
unique gift-giver as well 
— sometimes the gifts left 
you laughing or scratching 
your head wondering why 
it was given to you — but 
the intensions were always 
well meaning and person-
al. Shirley was a great story-
teller, a little devilish, funny, 
and witty. She was a jewel-
ry lover and prided herself 
on using proper etiquette, 
thus driving home the point 
of never leaving the house 
without wearing earrings!

Shirley was a devoted 
daughter, sister, aunt, niece, 
cousin, and friend. Besides 
her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by a brother, 
Randall Derflinger, and sev-
eral special extended family 
members. Shirley loved her 
family more than anything, 
and she leaves behind a sis-

ter, Donna Myers (Gene) 
of Knoxville; nephew Mark 
Myers (Carrie) of Sharps-
burg; nieces Tara Burg-
er (Gary) of Williamsport, 
Cheryl Hepp (Bob) of Mill-
ersville, and Danielle Scho-
field (Adam) of Myersville; 
great nieces and nephews 
Alex (Bri) Myers, Andrew 
Myers, Jonah Hepp, Coen 
Burger, Lauren Hepp, Leia 
Burger, Hudson Schofield, 
and Sadie Schofield. Shirley 
will also be remembered by 
a large, supportive network 
of cousins and friends.

As Shirley’s health de-
clined in recent years, the 
family wants to express 
deep gratitude to the staff at 
Autumn Lake Healthcare at 
Braddock Heights for pro-
viding care. Special thanks 
also to Frederick Health 
Hospice for their assis-
tance in Shirley’s final days 
on earth. We know Shirley 
is now walking with the an-
gels.

A memorial service will 
be held at Stauffer Funer-
al Home, 1100 North Ma-
ple Avenue, Brunswick on 
Monday, August 3, 2026, at 
11:00am, with Pastor Katie 
Hamilton officiating. The 
family will receive friends 
one hour prior to the ser-
vice.

Inurnment will be pri-
vate. In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be 
made to Frederick Health 
Hospice or New Hope Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Claude T. Warner, Jr.
Claude Thomas Warner, 

Jr., 77, of Walkersville, MD, 
passed suddenly on July 20, 
2026. Born in Unionbridge, 
MD, on July 23, 1948 to the 
late Claude Thomas Warner, 
Sr. and Martha Jane Smith 
Warner. He was the beloved 
husband of many years to 
the late Debra “Debbie” 
Ann Warner.

Claude was a proud 
member of the United 
States Marine Corp. He 
joined in September of 1967 
and was deployed in Viet-
nam. He was awarded sev-
eral medals, including the 
Purple Heart medal. He was 
also an active member of 
the Woodsboro American 
Legion.

Claude spent most of 
his working career with Al-
coa Eastalco Works. Work-
ing for over 20 years until 
the closure of the plant. He 
would later work in custo-
dial services for the Fred-
erick County Public School 
system. After his retirement, 
Claude would spend most 
of his time caring for his 
wife Debbie.

In his spare time, Claude 
enjoyed fishing and hunt-
ing. Often taking trips to the 
family cabin in White’s Fer-
ry.

Claude is survived by, 
his daughter Stacey Warner, 
close neighbors Lee and El-
len, good friend Robert 
Doody, 4 siblings and nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews. He leaves behind his 
yorkies Parker and Sassy. 
In addition to his wife and 
parents, he is predeceased 
by, his son Gregory Thomas 
Warner, and 5 siblings.

The family would like to 
extend a thank you to the 

caring staff at Fresenius Kid-
ney Care of Frederick.

Family and friends can 
gather at the Chapel Lu-
theran Church, 11109 Days-
ville Road, Frederick, MD 
21701 on Thursday July 30, 
2026 from 12p until the start 
of the memorial service at 
2pm. Inurnment will imme-
diately follow in the church 
cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made 
in Claude’s name to the 
church.

Online condolences can 
be made at www.Keeney-
Basford.com

Tracy Allen Zavona
Tracy Allen Zavona, 63, 

of Frederick, Maryland, 
passed from this life on Sat-
urday, July 25, 2026.

Born on June 12, 1963, 
in Gettysburg, PA, he was 
the son of Barbara (Haines) 
Zavona of Frederick, MD 
and the late William Francis 
“Bill” Zavona.

Tracy was a 1981 grad-
uate of Linganore High 
School. After graduation he 
started his bar tending ca-
reer. Tracy took over the 
lawn care and helped fix 
anything around the house 
to help his mother after his 
father passed away in 2015. 
He continued helping his 
mother with everything that 
was needed done until his 
health declined after triple 
heart bypass surgery and he 
never fully recovered. Tra-
cy’s favorite time of year 
was Christmas and would 
jokingly say that Christmas 
with his mom was the “quiet 
one” and Christmas with his 
cousins was the “loud one”.

In addition to his moth-
er, he is survived by his un-
cle Stephen Haines (Susan) 
and six cousins.

The family will receive 
friends from 6-8 pm on 
Thursday, July 30, 2026, at 
Stauffer Funeral Homes, 

P.A., 1621 Opossumtown 
Pike in Frederick, MD.

A celebration of Tracy’s 
life journey will take place 
at 10 am Friday, July 31 at 
Stauffer Funeral Homes, 
Frederick. Interment will be 
at Taylorsville United Meth-
odist Cemetery in Mount 
Airy, MD.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Frederick 
Humane Society, fchs.info.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Brian McQuillen
Brian E. McQuillen en-

tered into eternal rest on 
July 25, 2026, at his home in 
Kearneysville, WV. Born on 
January 15, 1968, in Freder-
ick, MD, he was the son of 
the late Mary M. Stover, who 
predeceased him in 2024.

Brian attended and grad-
uated from Cocalico High 
School in Denver, PA, in 
1986. He was employed 
by Fitzgerald Auto Mall of 
Frederick in the automotive 
parts department.

Brian enjoyed fish-
ing, NASCAR, and bowl-
ing. He was an active mem-
ber of the Frederick Bocce 
Ball League. Brian was also 
a devoted “Redskins” fan. 
He will be missed by his 
extended family. Surviv-
ing Brian are three uncles, 
Frank Wickless, Bob Wick-
less, and James Gerwig; one 
aunt, Susan Wickless; and 
cousins, Jenn Gerwig, Angie 
Culp-Wickless, Tony Wick-
less, Kathryn Rohr, and Amy 
Meyer.

Services will be pri-
vate. Burial will take place 
at the Johnsville Methodist 
Church Cemetery in Johns-
ville, MD. Rev. Tim May to 
officiate. Expressions of 
sympathy may be offered to 
the family at StaufferFuner-
alHome.com.

Shirley Ann Derflinger, of Brunswick, died Wednes-
day, July 22. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Brunswick.

Tracy Allen Zavona, of Frederick, died Saturday, July 
25. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Frederick.

Brian McQuillen, of Kearneysville, died Saturday, July 
25. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Frederick.

Gunther von Hagens, the German 
anatomist behind the ‘Body 
Worlds’ exhibition, dies at 81

Associated Press file photo

Doctor Gunther von Hagens, anatomist, inventor of and 
creator of Body Worlds The Original Exhibitions of Real 
Human Bodies known as Germany’s ‘Dr Death’ , is seen in 
front of one of his works in Istanbul, Turkey, June 11, 2010.

By DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press

LONDON — Bill Oddie, a 
British comic actor who had 
a second career as as a bird 
expert and wildlife present-
er, died on Saturday, his agent 
said. He was 85.

Oddie first found fame as 
a member of The Goodies, 
a comedy trio that also fea-
tured Tim Brooke-Taylor and 
Graeme Garden. The team 
starred in an off-beat comedy 
series of the same name that 
aired from 1970 to 1982 on the 
BBC. He went on to host BBC 
wildlife programs, includ-
ing “Birding With Bill Oddie,” 
“Bill Oddie Goes Wild” and 
“Springwatch.”

“Bill was a multi-talented 
celebrity — wildlife presenter, 
broadcaster, comedian, writ-
er, songwriter, musician and 
conservationist,” his agent, 
David Foster, said in a state-
ment. “Yet it was never fame 
that he valued. Instead he en-
couraged us to respect and 

protect the environment.”
Born in 1941 in Rochdale, 

northwestern England, Odd-
ie went on to study English lit-
erature at Pembroke College, 
Cambridge. He appeared in 
several productions of the 
Cambridge Footlights, a pres-
tigious student sketch com-
edy troupe, alongside future 
stars such as John Cleese and 
Graham Chapman of Monty 
Python.

Those student produc-
tions led to work in London’s 
West End and on Broadway, 
persuading Oddie to aban-
don plans to become an En-
glish teacher or warden of a 
bird observatory.

Oddie later transformed 
his birding hobby into a job, 
presenting multiple wild-
life shows and writing books 
such as “Bill Oddie’s Little 
Black Bird Book,” “Birdwatch-
ing with Bill Oddie” and “Fol-
low That Bird.”

He is survived by his wife, 
Laura, and daughters Bonnie, 
Kate and Rosie.

Bill Oddie, star of British comedy 
series ‘The Goodies,’ dies at 85


