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Paul Anthony Kerr
Paul Anthony Kerr, 79, of 

Jefferson, MD, passed from 
this life on Thursday, May 21, 
2026 at Kline Hospice House.

Born on Sept. 6, 1946 in 
Maryville, TN, he was the son 
of the late Charles Edwin Kerr 
and Louise Ward Kerr Coury.

Paul graduated from 
Maryville High School, where 
Paul was the Captain of the 
school’s 1963 football team. 
Paul graduated from The Mili-
tary College of South Carolina 
(The Citadel) in 1968, earning 
a degree in Political Science. 
Paul served in the U.S. Army 
between 1969-1971, primarily 
in Vietnam with 5th/2nd Arty.

Paul worked with his fa-
ther, Ed, in the landscap-
ing business known as 
‘Cheap Eddies’ in Silver 
Spring, MD, until Paul and 
his wife opened a land-
scaping and garden cen-
ter business in 1979 known 
as, ‘Mar-Lu View Nursery & 
Landscaping, Inc.’ in Jeffer-
son, MD. Paul and his wife 
sold their business in Jeffer-
son to longtime friend, Da-
vid Dunlevy, and his family 
in 2018. Paul enjoyed play-
ing poker with his friends 
when he wasn’t working, as 
well as his many fishing trips 
with friend Floyd Haupt. 
Paul will be missed by his 
lifelong friend Phil Mizell 
of Maryville, TN, and his 
loving, but mischief-mak-
ing dog, Gypsy. Paul was a 
friend of Dr. Bob and Bill 
Wilson since 1990 where he 
made many friends within 
the fellowship.

He is survived by his son, 
Jasen Daniel Kerr (U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Retired), and wife 
Megan Braverman, sister Jane 
Ward (Kerr) Bottom of Apop-
ko, FL, nephew Brandan Bot-
tom and his wife Kimber-

ly Lyn Bottom, sister-in-law 
Linda P. Frazier, Shuyee Kerr, 
mother of granddaughter, 
Audrey T. Kerr, and grand-
sons Shamus T. Kerr and 
Liam T. Kerr.

In addition to his parents 
Paul is preceded in death by 
his wife of 54 years, Jane Fra-
zier Kerr, stepson Bradley 
W. Teagle and stepdaughter 
Denise E. Flynn, and broth-
er-in-law David M. Frazier.

A celebration of Paul’s 
life journey will take place 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 
13, 2026, at Stauffer Funeral 
Home, 1621 Opossumtown 
Pike Frederick, MD. Rev Tim 
May will officiate.

At Paul’s request, his ash-
es will be scattered in the 
Great Smoky Mountains, 
TN. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
to be made in memory of 
Paul to the Wounded War-
riors Project or to a chari-
ty of your choosing. Expres-
sions of sympathy may be 
offered to the family at www.
StaufferFuneralHome.com.

Christine Richards
Christine “Chris” Elisabeth 

Richards
Dec. 2, 1947 — June 1, 2026
Christine “Chris” Elisa-

beth Richards passed away 
peacefully in her sleep on 
June 1, 2026, surrounded by 
her loving family. Chris was 
born on Dec. 2, 1947, in Lintz, 
Austria. Raised in the Austri-
an Alps where she developed 
the strength, resilience, and 
independent spirit that de-
fined her life. Strong-willed 
and fiercely independent, she 
lived life on her own terms 
and was never afraid to speak 
her mind.

Chris and her husband 
Edmund Richards (“Stoney”) 
were a pair rarely seen apart. 
Married on Oct. 24, 1970, 
they shared a lifetime of love, 
companionship and devo-
tion. Together they traveled 
often from sailing in the Vir-
gin Islands, to tasting gelato in 
Amalfi, and lobster in Maine.

Chris had a quick wit and 
sharp sense of humor. A tal-
ented artist as well as an ex-
ceptional cook and baker that 
brought family and friends to-
gether.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Alan Robe and 
Ingaborg Haar. She is survived 
by her beloved husband, 

Stoney; children, Edmund 
Stone Richards, Jr. (Nan-
cy) and Elisabeth Richards; 
grandson, Montgomery Stone 
Richards. She is also survived 
by many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and friends.

A private family ceremony 
will be held to celebrate her 
life and honor her memory.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Fred-
erick Health Hospice at Fred-
erickhealthhospice.org/
donate-support/. Expressions 
of sympathy may be offered to 
the family at StaufferFuneral-
Home.com.

DEATH NOTICES
Christine Elisabeth 

Richards, of Frederick, died 
Monday, June 1. Arrange-
ments are by Stauffer Fu-
neral Homes, Frederick.

Richard Allen Shutter 
Jr., of Frederick, died Mon-
day, May 18. Arrangements 

are by Stauffer Funeral 
Home, Frederick.

James Charles Singler 
Lieutenant Command-
er, UNS (Ret.), of Frederick, 
died Saturday, May 30. Ar-
rangements are by Stauffer 
Funeral Home, Frederick.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By THOMAS ADAMSON 
Associated Press

PARIS — Bernadette Chi-
rac, the steel-willed former 
first lady of France who spent 
12 years at the Élysée Pal-
ace from 1995 to 2007 beside 
President Jacques Chirac 
— weathering his notori-
ous infidelities with dry hu-
mor while building her own 
political power base in rural 
France — has died. She was 
93.

President Emmanuel Ma-
cron confirmed her death 
Saturday, saying he and his 
wife Brigitte had learned 
with “great sadness” of the 
passing of a woman who 
marked French history, and 
changed the lives of millions 
through her charity work.

“A great lady of the heart 
has departed,” Macron said.

For more than half a cen-
tury, Chirac was the fixed 
point in her late husband’s 
restless climb — through 
Parliament, two terms as 
prime minister, 18 years as 
mayor of Paris and, in 1995, 
the presidency.

Beyond the ceremo-
nial role of first lady, Chi-
rac became a political pres-
ence in her own right, closely 
watched for her influence 
around her husband, who 
died in 2019, and for the dry 
discipline with which she 
handled his reputation as a 
womanizer, a subject she lat-
er addressed with unusual 
frankness.

Swarmed by photogra-
phers in Corrèze in 1998 — 
after rumors that Jacques 
Chirac had been unreach-
able the night Princess Di-
ana died because he was 
with an actress — she 
stepped from her car and 
deadpanned: “Calm down. 
I’m not Claudia Cardinale. 
Or Lollobrigida.”

She appears in the offi-
cial photographs with her 
chin lifted, blond hair lac-
quered into place, a small 
handbag on her arm, look-
ing less like a spouse than 
like an institution.

But the caricature never 
quite contained her.

The Chanel suits, dark 
glasses, nasal voice and 
withering judgments be-
came part of the national 
image.

Beneath them was a re-
lentless worker and a cold-
eyed political operator who, 
almost alone among the 
wives of French presidents, 
built a base of power that 

was her own.
She was born Bernadette 

Thérèse Marie Chodron de 
Courcel on May 18, 1933, in 
Paris, into money, lineage 
and Catholic duty.

Her father’s family in-
cluded soldiers, industrial-
ists and diplomats; an un-
cle had served as an aide to 
Charles de Gaulle in wartime 
London.

But her life would be most 
marked by her time at the 
prestigious Sciences Po uni-
versity in Paris, where she 
met Jacques Chirac, a hand-
some and much-courted 
young man whose appetite 
for politics would come to 
define them both.

They married in March 
1956. The union lasted 63 
years and was, by her own 
account, a long lesson in en-
durance.

Jacques Chirac was fa-
mous for his warmth, ap-
petite and instinctive con-
nection with crowds. 
Bernadette’s gifts were differ-
ent, observers said.

She was controlled, so-
cially formidable, devout, ex-
acting and sometimes devas-
tatingly funny.

The Catholic philosopher 
Jean Guitton called her the 
last queen of France, and she 
did little to discourage the 
idea.

Her husband’s reputation 
as a womanizer was an open 
secret she chose, after much 
pain, to meet with dry hu-
mor.

“At first, it was hard. I was 
very heartbroken, and then I 
got used to it,” she said years 
later in a television docu-
mentary. “I told myself that 
was how things were and 

that I had to accept it with as 
much dignity as possible.”

Sent to tend her hus-
band’s rural stronghold in 
Corrèze while he pursued 
power in Paris, she did far 
more than tend it. In 1971, 
she was elected municipal 
councilor in Sarran. In 1979, 
she became a general coun-
cilor in Corrèze and held the 
seat until 2015.

Her influence grew after 
Jacques Chirac became pres-
ident in 1995. The role of first 
lady in France has no consti-
tutional power, but she made 
the Élysée a place where her 
approval mattered.

She could be loyal, cutting 
and unforgiving, and under-
stood that campaigns are 
made not only of speeches 
and polls but of debts, slights 
and resentments.

Yet she also carved out 
a space for female authori-
ty inside a male political cul-
ture that had little interest in 
sharing power — making it 
quietly clear that she would 
not be reduced to “the wife 
of.”

By 2023, her severe glam-
our and political instincts 
had become familiar enough 
for Catherine Deneuve to 
play her in “Bernadette,” a 
comic movie about her years 
at the Élysée.

Her deepest grief stayed 
mostly private.

The Chiracs’ elder daugh-
ter, Laurence, developed se-
vere anorexia after men-
ingitis in adolescence and 
attempted suicide more than 
once. She never fully recov-
ered and died in 2016 at 58.

That ordeal pushed Chi-
rac toward the charita-
ble work that reshaped her 
public image.

In 1994, she took over 
a medical charity that col-
lected coins to support chil-
dren in hospitals. To mil-
lions of French viewers, the 
woman once mocked for 
hauteur became the face of 
hospitalized children and 
families living around hos-
pital beds.

She continued running it 
until 2019, when she handed 
it to Brigitte Macron, the wife 
of France’s current president, 
and became honorary pres-
ident.

By then, she had long 
since become a political 
force in her own name.

“My husband no lon-
ger does politics, but I do,” 
she said to journalists, after 
Jacques Chirac left office in 
2007.

Bernadette Chirac, formidable 
former French first lady, dies at 93

Associated Press file photo

Bernadette Chirac, wife of 
former French President 
Jacques Chirac attends a 
ceremony to pay tribute to 
Simone Veil in the courtyard 
of the Invalides in Paris, 
France, on July 5, 2017.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORTLAND, Ore. — For-
mer Sen. Bob Packwood, a 
moderate Oregon Republi-
can whose reputation as a 
champion of abortion and 
women’s rights was spoiled 
at the end of his career by al-
legations of sexual harass-
ment, has died. He was 93.

Packwood’s death on Sat-
urday was announced in an 
obituary sent to media out-
lets by his family. The release 
didn’t include additional de-
tails.

Packwood was a political 
scrapper who first refused to 
quit the chamber in which 
he had served for 27 years, 
saying he didn’t want to be 
remembered only for that 
controversy.

Before the MeToo era, 
Packwood stood out as an 
example of private behavior 
undermining a man’s public 
image. He had been praised 
by Planned Parenthood and 
others.

The great-grandson of a 
member of the 1857 Oregon 
Constitutional Convention, 
Packwood established him-
self as a social moderate and 
fiscal conservative who often 
voted across party lines. He 
considered running for presi-
dent in 1980.

Elected to the Senate in 
1968, Packwood was best 
known as the leading Re-
publican advocate of abor-
tion rights and was widely 
admired by women’s groups 

throughout the country un-
til the Senate Ethics Com-
mittee launched an investi-
gation into the allegations of 
sexual and official miscon-
duct in 1993.

More than two dozen 
women, former employees 
and acquaintances, accused 
him of making unwanted or 
uninvited sexual advances.

The allegations remained 
the target of an ethics probe 
that widened to include oth-
er alleged acts of official mis-
conduct. He resigned in Sep-
tember 1995, then went to 
start a lucrative lobbying 
business in Washington.

Democratic U.S. Sen. Ron 
Wyden, who replaced Pack-
wood in 1996, said while he 
should be praised for his re-
cord on abortion rights and 
tax reform, how he treated 
women overshadows it all.

“His horrible history as 
documented in his own dia-
ries will forever overshadow 
that public record. Simply put, 
historians’ first line about Bob 
Packwood must include those 
women who he abused and 
assaulted for years and years,” 
Wyden said in a statement.

As chairman and then 
ranking Republican on the 
Senate Finance Commit-
tee, Packwood was a master 
of cutting deals and forging 
compromises needed to pass 
tax legislation through Con-
gress. He was most proud of 
the lead role he played in a 
sweeping tax reform of 1986 
that lowered the top income 

tax bracket and eliminated 
many itemized deductions.

Over his career, he was 
described as a blunt, inde-
pendent, outspoken poli-
tician who was a maverick, 
boat-rocker, loose cannon, 
skilled partisan, and, above 
all, political survivor.

“I think they probably all 
ring true,” Packwood told 
The Associated Press in De-
cember 1992.

“I would like to think that 
I am nobody’s lackey. I try 
to reach conclusions inde-
pendently and then I’m will-
ing to fight for those conclu-
sions; if necessary, having to 
fight against my party or my 
party’s president,” he said.

Packwood won his first 
Senate election at age 36, 
narrowly defeating Demo-
cratic Sen. Wayne L. Morse, 
an Oregon legend who had 
held the seat for 23 years. He 
quickly grabbed attention as 
a rising star in the GOP. By 
1980, he was elected chair-
man of the National Repub-
lican Senatorial Committee.

In a November 2002 inter-
view with the Salem States-
man Journal, Packwood said 
he had gotten past the scan-
dal that forced him out of of-
fice.

“People have told me it 
must have been tough on 
me, or it seems unfair,” he 
said. “But you cannot go 
through the rest of life and 
say look what happened. 
Pretty soon you become a 
bore to your friends.

Bob Packwood, former senator who 
resigned in sex scandal, dies at 93

Associated Press file photo

Senate Finance Committee Chairman Bob Packwood, R-Ore., holds a book entitled 
“Intensive Care” by Ross Perot, during hearings dealing with the future of Medicare on 
Capitol Hill, on Aug. 30, 1995.

James Singler  
Lieutenant Commander, UNS (Ret.)

James Charles Singler of 
Frederick died on May 30, 
2026.

He was born Dec. 25, 
1941 in Queens, New York 
City. He graduated from 
the U. S. Naval Academy in 
1963. He was predeceased 
by his parents, Carl J. and 
Theresa A. Singler, sister 
Marie S. Cleary and broth-
er Joseph A. Singler. He re-
tired from the U. S. Navy in 
1983. He retired from Feder-
al Civil Service in 2001. He 
was predeceased in 2014 by 
his wife of 46 years, Nancy 
H. Singler. 

He is survived by two 
daughters, Victoria Wilson, 
wife of Douglas Wilson, and 
Christine Estelle, both of 
Thurmont and six grand-
children: Meredith (hus-
band Jacob Mitchner), Mat-
thew and Michael Wilson 
and Charles III, Christian 
and Catherine Estelle. He is 
also survived by his broth-
er, Carl of East Setauket, NY 
and sister, Judith Johnson of 
Denver, CO and numerous 
nephews and nieces.

A Memorial Mass will 
be celebrated at 11 a.m. on 
Friday, July 31, 2026 at St. 
John the Evangelist Cath-

olic Church, 118 East Sec-
ond Street in Frederick. In-
urnment will be at the U. S. 
Naval Academy Columbar-
ium in Annapolis, Mary-
land at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations in James’s name 
may be made to the Unit-
ed States Naval Academy 
Foundation Center for Ac-
ademic Excellence (USNA 
Foundation, CAE), P. O. 
Box 79169, Baltimore, MD 
21298-8838. Expressions of 
sympathy may be offered 
to the family at StaufferFu-
neralHome.com.


