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By BOB THOMAS  
and BETH HARRIS
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — June 
Lockhart, who became a 
mother figure for a gener-
ation of television viewers 
whether at home in “Lass-
ie” or up in the stratosphere 
in “Lost in Space,” has died. 
She was 100.

Lockhart died Thursday of 
natural causes at her home in 
Santa Monica, family spokes-
man Lyle Gregory, a friend of 
40 years, said Saturday.

“She was very happy up 
until the very end, reading 
the New York Times and LA 
Times everyday,” he said. “It 
was very important to her to 
stay focused on the news of 
the day.”

The daughter of prolific 
character actor Gene Lock-
hart, Lockhart was cast fre-
quently in ingenue roles as a 
young film actor. Television 
made her a star.

From 1958 to 1964, she 
portrayed Ruth Martin, who 
raised the orphaned Tim-
my (Jon Provost), in the 

popular CBS series “Lass-
ie.” From 1965 to 1968, she 
traveled aboard the space-
ship Jupiter II as mother to 
the Robinson family in the 
campy CBS adventure “Lost 
in Space.”

Her portrayals of warm, 
compassionate mothers en-
deared her to young view-
ers, and decades later baby 
boomers flocked to nos-
talgia conventions to meet 
Lockhart and buy her auto-
graphed photos.

Offscreen, Lockhart in-
sisted, she was nothing like 
the women she portrayed.

“I must quote Dan Rath-
er,” she said in a 1994 inter-
view. “I can control my rep-
utation, but not my image, 
because my image is how 
you see me.

“I love rock ‘n’ roll and 
going to the concerts. I 
have driven Army tanks and 
flown in hot air balloons. 
And I go plane-gliding — 
the ones with no motors. I 
do a lot of things that don’t 
go with my image.”

Early in her career, Lock-
hart appeared in numer-
ous films. Among them: 
“All This, and Heaven Too,” 
“Adam Had Four Sons,” 
“Sergeant York,” “Miss An-
nie Rooney,” “Forever and 
a Day” and “Meet Me in St. 
Louis.”

She also made “Son of 
Lassie,” the 1945 sequel to 
“Lassie, Come Home,” play-
ing the grown-up version of 
the role created by Elizabeth 
Taylor.

New life on television
When her movie career 

as an adult faltered, Lock-
hart shifted to television, ap-
pearing in live drama from 
New York and game and talk 
shows. She was the third ac-
tor to play the female lead 
in “Lassie” on TV, follow-
ing Jan Clayton and Cloris 
Leachman. (Provost had re-
placed the show’s original 
child star, Tommy Rettig, in 
1957.)

Lockhart spoke frank-
ly about her canine co-star: 
“I worked with four Lassies. 
There was only one main 
Lassie at a time. Then there 
was a dog that did the run-
ning, a dog that did the 
fighting, and a dog that was 
a stand-in, because only hu-
mans can work 14 hours a 
day without needing a nap.

“Lassie was not especial-
ly friendly with anybody. 
Lassie was wholly concen-

trated on the trainers.”
After six years in the rural 

setting of “Lassie,” Lockhart 
moved to outer space, em-
barking on the role of Mau-
reen Robinson, the wise, re-
assuring mother of a family 
that departs on a five-year 
flight to a faraway planet in 
“Lost in Space.”

After their mission is sab-
otaged by a fellow passen-
ger, the nefarious Dr. Zacha-
ry Smith (Jonathan Harris), 
the party bounces from 
planet to planet, encoun-
tering weird creatures and 
near-disasters that required 
viewers to tune in the fol-
lowing week to learn of the 
escape. Throughout the 
three-year run, Mrs. Robin-
son offered consolation and 
a slice of her “space pie.”

As with “Lassie,” Lock-
hart enjoyed working on 
“Lost in Space”: “It was like 
going to work at Disneyland 
every day.”

“So smart, quick, and 
funny — she filled her 100 
years with curiosity, laugh-
ter, and rock ’n’ roll,” Angela 
Cartwright, who played her 
daughter on “Lost in Space” 
posted on Facebook. “I can 
only imagine she’s feeling 
right at home as she steps 
off this planet and into the 
stars.”

Bill Mumy, who played 
her son in the film, posted 
on social media: “A one of 
a kind, talented, nurturing, 
adventurous, and non com-
promising Lady. She did it 

her way. June will always 
be one of my very favorite 
moms.”

In 1968, Lockhart joined 
the cast of “Petticoat Junc-
tion” for the rural comedy’s 
last two seasons, playing Dr. 
Janet Craig.

A little bit of everything
Lockhart remained ac-

tive long after “Lost in 
Space,” appearing often in 
episodic television as well 
as in recurring roles in the 
daytime soap opera “Gener-
al Hospital” and nighttime 
soaps, “Knots Landing” and 
“The Colbys.” Her film cred-
its included “The Remake” 
and the animated “Bongee 
Bear and the Kingdom of 
Rhythm,” for which she pro-
vided the voice for Mindy 
the Owl.

She also used her own 
media pass to attend pres-
idential news conferences, 
narrated beauty pageants 
and holiday parades, and 
toured in the plays “Steel 
Magnolias,” “Bedroom 
Farce” and “Once More with 
Feeling.”

“Her true passion 
was journalism,” Grego-
ry said. “She loved going to 
the White House briefing 
rooms.”

Lockhart liked to tell the 
story of how her parents 
met, saying they were hired 
separately for a touring pro-
duction sponsored by in-
ventor Thomas A. Edison 
and decided on marriage 

during a stop at Lake Louise, 
Alberta.

Their daughter was born 
June 25, 1925, in New York 
City. The family moved to 
Hollywood 10 years later, 
and Gene Lockhart worked 
steadily as a character actor, 
usually in avuncular roles, 
sometimes as a villain. His 
wife, Kathleen, often ap-
peared with him.

Young June made her 
stage debut at 8, dancing 
in a children’s ballet at the 
Metropolitan Opera House. 
Her first film appearance 
was a small role in the 1938 
“A Christmas Carol,” playing 
the daughter of Bob Cratchit 
and his wife, who were 
played by her parents.

She was married and di-
vorced twice: to John Malo-
ney, a physician, father of 
her daughters Anne Kath-
leen and June Elizabeth; 
and architect John C. Lind-
say.

Throughout her later ca-
reer, Lockhart was connect-
ed in the public mind with 
“Lassie.”

Even though she some-
times mocked the show, she 
conceded: “How wonder-
ful that in a career there is 
one role for which you are 
known. Many actors work 
all their lives and never have 
one part that is really theirs.”

Bob Thomas, a longtime 
Associated Press journalist 
who died in 2014, was the 
principal writer of this obit-
uary.
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Thanks for voting Kline Tours #1 Best Bus Tour 

Company in the Herald Mail Tri State’s Best

Thanks for voting Kline Tours

Best Bus Tours again in the

Herald-Mail Media

Community Choice Awards and

the Martinsburg Journal
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1 DAY TRIPS.

NEW YORK CITY 1 Day Saturday, November 29, December 6, 13, 20 ..................$99 per person

PHILADELPHIA FLOWER SHOW Sunday, March 1 (Includes admission) .............$135 per person

CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL LUNCH CRUISE Saturday, April 4 .......................$175 per person

JOSHUA at Sight & Sound Friday, April 10. Includes meal at Hershey Farms .....$179 per person

NASHVILLE COUNTRY CHRISTMAS at 
GAYLORD OPRYLAND RESORT
Sunday-Wednesday December 14-17, 2025, $2099 per person 
(double occupancy). includes roundtrip airfare, roundtrip bus to 
airport, 3 nights lodging at Gaylord Opryland Resort., 6 Meals, 
four shows including Christmas Dinner show in ballroom at 
Gaylord Opryland POMP, SNOW, & CIRQUEumstance! Amy Grant 
& Vince Gill at the Ryman, General Jackson Showboat Luncheon 
Cruise with entertainment., Grand Ole Opry Christmas, Country 
Music Hall of Fame, Studio B guided city tour of Nashville, Delta 
Flatboat ride, Treasures for the Holidays, Ice.

KEY WEST, FLORIDA
Monday-Thursday, January 19-22, 2026 - $2079 per person 
(double occupancy) round trip air to Key West, round-trip 
airport transportation, round trip trolley transportation to and 
from hotel. 3 nights in Key West at Florida Keys and Key West 
Lodging Association’s “Property of the Year”, the Doubletree 
Grand Key Resort located a mile from the airport. Complimentary 
transportation from hotel to Duval Street and the beaches.

NEW ORLEANS PRE MARDI GRAS 2025
Monday February 9- Friday February 13, 2026 $2199 per person 
(double occupancy) Roundtrip airfare to New Orleans, 5 days , 4 
nights accommodations in French Quarter 7 Meals New Orleans 
School of Cooking, comprehensive city tour of New Orleans, Mardi 
Gras World Museum, National World War II Museum (including 4D 
fi lm), Steamboat Natchez Harbor Cruise, Louisiana Swamp Boat 
tour, and reserved parade bleacher seating for four parades in 
New Orleans.

LAS VEGAS
5 Days/ 4 Nights, Monday –Friday, February 16-20, 2026 $879 
per person (double occupancy) Includes: Round-Trip Motorcoach 
to BWI, Round-trip non-stop air to Las Vegas, Round-trip Airport 
to Hotel Transfers, 4nights accommodations at the fabulous 
Excalibur Hotel & Casino.

CAPE COD 2026
Sunday-Thursday June 7-11-$959 per person (double occupancy) 
includes 4 nights lodging , 4 Breakfasts, 4 Dinners including a
Lobsterbake Guided tour of the Cape to Provincetown with 
afternoon Whale Watch Cruise. Cape Cod Canal Cruise, Guided 
tour of Hyannis, Kennedy Museum, Tour of Sandwich and, round 
trip ferry to Martha’s Vineyard with tour.

BLACK HILLS, BADLANDS & MOUNT RUSHMORE
Sunday-Thursday July 5-9 $2699 per person (double 
occupancy includes round trip air to Rapid City round trip 
airport transportation,six meals. Mount Rushmore, Crazy Horse 
Monument, Custer State Park ‘the Badlands, Wall drug Store, tour 
of Deadwood, tour of Boot Hill, (Mount Moriah Cemetery), free 
time in Rapid City and Dogwood.
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Obituaries are paid announcements.
The Frederick News-Post is not responsible for content.
All obituaries must be verified by the funeral home or the legal in-

stititution of record prior to placement.
All obituaries should be submitted to us through Memoriams.

com. The deadline for submitting and changes is 3 p.m. If you are 
submitting from a funeral home, please go to memoriams.com. If you 
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included will be name, where the decedent resided, date of death, 
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The Frederick News-Post reserves the right to make any gram-
matical changes as necessary.

Avis Jackson
Avis “Bonnie” Bondina 

Jackson (nee Minnick), 95, 
of Wolfsville, Md., passed 
away peacefully on Oct. 22, 
2025.

Born on Sept. 26, 1930, 
in Middletown, Bonnie was 
the daughter of Charles 
“Stamp” Minnick and Irene 
Minnick. Bonnie married 
the love of her life, her hus-
band James “Jim” Jackson, 
in 1948 and they were hap-
pily married for 59 years.

Bonnie loved to be out-
doors. She and Jim spent 
much of their free time 
farming at their mountain 
property, and Bonnie en-
joyed gardening, tending 
her flower beds, and simply 
sitting in her rocking chair 
on her front porch. She also 
loved visiting with her fam-
ily and many friends.

Bonnie is survived by 
her daughter Barbara Cre-
ager, two sisters Mary “Kit-
ty” Lydard and Constance 
“Connie” Harmon, two 
granddaughters Kimberly 
Brunner and Christie Cre-
ager, three great-grand-
daughters Marissa Thomp-
son, Stephanie Cook and 
Nicole Cook, two great-
great- grandchildren, 
Jacoby Dixon and Claire 
Corum, and countless 
nephews, nieces, cousins 

and friends.
She is predeceased by 

her husband and her par-
ents, brothers, Harold, Mel-
vin, Raymond, Richard, 
Ronald and Vernon; and 
sisters Anna, Dorothy, Eve-
lyn, Geneva, Helen and Pa-
tricia.

The family will receive 
friends on Tuesday, Oct. 
28, 2025, from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
the Thompson-Harman Fu-
neral Home, 31 E. Main St., 
Middletown. Funeral ser-
vices will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 
2025, at Harmony Church 
of the Brethren, Myersville. 
Viewing at the church one-
hour prior. Interment will 
be made in the Harmo-
ny Church of the Brethren 
Cemetery, Myersville. Con-
dolences to the family may 
be made at www.harman 
funerals.com

Ronnie Wages
Ronnie Lee Wages, 51, 

passed away on October 22, 
2025 in Frederick, Md. He 
was born on July 29, 1974, 
in Frederick, Md., to the late 
John L. and Sherry A. Wages.

Ronnie was a carpen-
ter by trade, specializ-
ing in framing and roofing. 
He enjoyed playing horse-
shoes and cards, shooting 
pool, weightlifting, hunt-
ing, watching football, and 
spending time with his chil-
dren, friends, and family. He 
especially cherished attend-
ing Mason’s football games. 
Ronnie was an avid Dallas 
Cowboys fan.

He was the loving fian-
ce of Lauren N. Hart for 18 
years. He is also survived 
by his sons, Ryan L. Wag-
es (Alex), Mason L. Wages, 
and Elijah J. Crider; broth-
ers, Jeff Wages and Ritchie 
Kline; many nephews, niec-
es, aunts, uncles, and cous-
ins; and other relatives and 
friends. He will be remem-
bered by his second moth-
er, Earlene Hart; special 
cousin, Dawn Shugars; best 
friend, Earl Summers; and 
special friends, Jesse and 
Courtney Torreyson and 
Mike and Jill Bray.

Ronnie was proceeded 
in death by his father, John 
Lee Wages; mother, Sherry 

Ann Wages; brothers, Rob-
ert Klipp and Brian Wages; 
and a special cousin, Ver-
non “Butchie” Smith.

A gathering of family and 
friends will be held from 4 to 
5 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 30, 
2025, in the Catoctin Chap-
el at Resthaven in Frederick, 
with the memorial service 
beginning at 5 p.m. A recep-
tion with light refreshments 
will follow from 6 to 8 p.m. 
in the Monocacy Room at 
Resthaven. Casual attire is 
encouraged.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to the family to assist with 
final expenses via Venmo 
or Zelle to Lauren Hart at 
LHart214@gmail.com

Barbara Williams
Barbara Ann Williams, 

80, passed away at her res-
idence in Brunswick, Md., 
on Oct. 17, 2025.

A mother, grandmother, 
friend, and active com-
munity member, she was 
known to be caring and 
supportive, kind, and lov-
ing. Growing up in Chews-
ville, Md., and later moving 
to Hagerstown, Md., she at-
tended North Hagerstown 
High School, Class of 1962.

She enrolled in, and 
graduated from, beauty 
school to become a beau-
tician, and she worked in 
Hagerstown. After marriage 
in 1967, she assumed the 
role of wife, relocating to 
Baltimore, and went on to 
become a mother in 1971.

Her family moved to 
Brunswick in 1980 to be-
come proprietors of the for-
mer Feete Funeral Home, as 
the John T. Williams Funeral 
Home. She later became the 
sole proprietor in 1982, and 
she continued to operate 
her business until her death.

She was active in the 
F.O.E. Women’s Auxiliary, 
chapters of various Funer-
al Directors Associations, 
and the Brunswick Cham-
ber of Commerce. She was 
a supportive donor to local 
schools, teams, and chari-
table organizations. She was 
a pillar and beloved mem-
ber of the Brunswick com-
munity.

In her free time, she en-
joyed gardening and exte-
rior decorating. She prided 
herself in helping to beauti-
fy her business and the town 
with displays of seasonal 
cheer. She wanted everyone 
to feel welcome and to uplift 

those in need.
Barbara was the daugh-

ter of the late Orville and 
Edna Hoover. Sister to Terry 
Hoover of Smithsburg, Md., 
and the late Kelly Hoover. 
Barbara was the wife of the 
late John Williams and the 
mother of Scott Williams 
from Woodstock, NY, and 
Eric Williams from Lorton, 
VA. Grandmother to Aleida 
Ruth and Owen Brooks Wil-
liams.

Friends are invited to call 
on Saturday, Nov. 1, 2025, 
and Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025, 
from 2 to 4 p.m. and 7 to 9 
p.m. each day at the John 
T. Williams Funeral Home, 
100 Petersville Road, Bruns-
wick, Md. A Funeral Service 
will be held at New Hope 
United Methodist Church, 
7 South Maryland Ave., 
Brunswick on Monday, Nov. 
3, 2025, at 11 a.m. Reverend 
Katie O’Hern Hamilton will 
preside. Interment to follow 
in Brownsville Church of the 
Brethren Cemetery, 1911 
Rohrersville Road, Knox-
ville, Md., followed by food 
and fellowship in Browns-
ville Church of the Breth-
ren Fellowship Hall. Con-
dolences to the family may 
be made at www.harman 
funerals.com
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June Lockhart, beloved mother figure from 
TV’s ‘Lassie’ and ‘Lost in Space,’ dies at 100

Associated Press file photo

June Lockhart, right, who played Ruth Martin, mother of Timmy Martin, played by Jon 
Provost, left, during the classic series “Lassie,” poses for a photograph with Lassie, ninth 
generation, during arrivals at CBS’s 75th anniversary celebration in 2003 in New York.


