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Evelyn Adele Hedges Marchant
Evelyn Adele Hedg-

es Marchant, affectionate-
ly known as “Kai,” passed 
away peacefully at the age of 
85. A devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother, educator, and 
community volunteer, Kai 
lived a life marked by love 
of family, service to others, 
and boundless energy.

Born and raised near 
Brunswick, Maryland, she 
was the daughter of John 
Sprigg Hedges and Nena 
Adele Flook Hedges. After 
attending St. Mary’s Sem-
inary Junior College and 
earning a degree in Ele-
mentary Education from 
the University of Mary-
land, she taught elementa-
ry school in Maryland and 
Connecticut.

Kai met the love of 
her life, Holt L. Marchant 
(“Jay”), on a blind date in 
1959. They married on July 
18, 1964, and shared 61 
wonderful years together. 
Their lives together includ-
ed residences in Maryland, 
Connecticut, Illinois, En-
gland, and eventually Mary-
land’s Eastern Shore, where 
they built their dream wa-
terfront home in Queen-
stown before later settling 
in Easton.

Throughout her life, Kai 
pursued many passions, in-
cluding gardening, photog-
raphy, skiing, field hockey, 
running, travel, and com-
munity service. She was an 
active member of Old Wye 
Church, the Queen Anne’s 
Chorale, the Queen Anne’s 
County Garden Club, and 
the National Society Daugh-
ters of the American Revo-
lution. A lifelong competi-
tor, she remained active in 
road races well into her lat-

er years, often winning her 
age groups.

Above all, Kai cherished 
her family. She is survived 
by her devoted husband, 
Jay; daughters Stephanie 
Gattuso (Matthew) and Ju-
liet Neal (Jamie); grandchil-
dren Grant, Gavin, Blake, 
Criostoir (Kirstin), Elea-
nor, and Connor; broth-
ers Harry Hedges (Gwen) 
and Chuck Hedges (Betty); 
and many beloved relatives 
and friends. She was prede-
ceased by her parents and 
her brother, Robert Hedges.

Kai’s legacy of love, laugh-
ter, determination, and ser-
vice will continue to inspire 
all who knew her.

A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Monday, 
June 29, at Old Wye Church 
in Wye Mills, Maryland. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made 
to the Episcopal Church 
Women (ECW) of Wye Par-
ish, 14114 Old Wye Mills 
Road, PO Box 98, Wye Mills, 
MD 21679 or Queen Anne’s 
Chorale, PO Box 118, Ches-
ter, MD 21619.

For a complete obituary 
and online condolences, 
please visit: www.fhnfuner-
alhome.com

DEATH NOTICES
Christopher Bent Fowl-

er, of Point of Rocks, died 
Tuesday, June 23. Arrange-
ments are by Stauffer Fu-
neral Home, Frederick.

Madelyn Sexton Harp, of 
Gaithersburg, died Wednes-
day, June 17. Arrangements 
are by Molesworth-Wil-
liams, Damascus, Maryland.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer

NEW YORK — David 
Clayton-Thomas, the lead 
singer of Blood, Sweat & 
Tears, whose husky, high-
strung tenor on “Spin-
ning Wheel,” “And When I 
Die” and other hits helped 
make the so-called brass 
rock band among the most 
popular acts of the late 
1960s, has died at age 84.

Spokesperson Eric Alper 
said that Clayton-Thomas 
died “peacefully” Wednes-
day at St. Michael’s Hospi-
tal in Toronto. Alper did not 
cite a specific cause.

Clayton-Thomas was a 
onetime street fighter and 
petty thief from Canada 
who briefly became a rock 
superstar, the front man 
of a nine-member group 
that sold millions of re-
cords and won two Gram-
mys for “Blood, Sweat & 
Tears,” which beat out the 
Beatles’ “Abbey Road” for 
best album of 1969. Calling 
out amid a jazzy parade of 
horns, keyboards and per-
cussion, Clayton-Thom-
as’ urgent shout was a sig-
nature voice of the era, 
preaching love on the Mo-
town cover “You’ve Made 
Me So Very Happy,” a last-
ing legacy on Laura Ny-
ro’s “And When I Die” and 
a cool head on his own 
“Spinning Wheel.” Mean-
while, Blood, Sweat & Tears 
helped inspire a wave of 
horn-led bands, among 
them Chicago, the Electric 
Flag and Ten Wheel Drive.

“A lot of the guys (in 
Blood, Sweat & Tears) 
would play a Broadway 
show matinee, then go up 
to Harlem and play Lat-
in music or R&B and funk 
at night, or come down to 
the Village and play pure 
jazz the next night,” Clay-
ton-Thomas told bestclas-
sicbands.com in 2023. “I 
was just a blues player: 
give me three chords and 
I’ve got a song.”

At its peak, Blood, 
Sweat & Tears’ appeal was 
so broad it helped lead to 
the band’s downfall.

Hip enough to per-
form at the 1969 Wood-
stock festival, where they 
were among the highest 
paid acts, they also were 
known enough to the es-
tablishment to tour East-
ern Europe the follow-
ing year on behalf of the 
State Department. When 
Clayton-Thomas and oth-
er band members de-
nounced the Commu-
nist regimes on the other 
side of the Cold War, Roll-
ing Stone’s David Felton 
wrote that “the State De-
partment got its money 
worth.” Yippies would turn 
up at a 1970 Blood, Sweat 

& Tears show at Madison 
Square Garden, carrying 
obscene banners outside 
and dumping manure by 
the front gate.

The band had practi-
cal reasons for going along 
with the government: 
Clayton-Thomas, who had 
allegedly wielded a gun at 
his girlfriend, had been de-
nied a green card and faced 
deportation. But after top-
ping the charts in 1970 
with the album “Blood, 
Sweat & Tears 3,” their ap-
peal soon faded. A burned 
out Clayton-Thomas left 
the group in 1972, and nei-
ther he nor the remaining 
musicians ever regained 
their old stature. Blood, 
Sweat & Tears would con-
tinue recording over the 
next few years, and even 
briefly reunited with Clay-
ton-Thomas, who went on 
to release more than a doz-
en solo albums and tour 
on his own for decades.

Clayton-Thomas was 
inducted into the Canadi-
an Music Hall of Fame in 
1996. “Spinning Wheel,” 
covered by everyone from 
James Brown to TV star 
Barbara Eden, was voted 
into the Canadian Song-
writers Hall of Fame a de-
cade later.

Clayton-Thomas is sur-
vived by his daughters, 
Ashleigh Clayton-Thomas 
and Christine Graham.

Up from the streets
Born David Henry 

Thomsett in Surrey, En-
gland, and raised near To-
ronto and Ottawa, he was 
the son of a Canadian World 
War II veteran and of a pia-
nist-entertainer who helped 
inspire her son’s interest in 
music. Thomsett was lucky 
to have the chance. He 
fought violently with his fa-
ther, was living in the streets 
by his mid-teens and by 
age 20 was serving time in 
a reformatory for vagrancy, 
assault and other crimes.

An old guitar, left behind 
by a fellow inmate, changed 
his life. He taught himself to 
play and began spending 
extensive time in the ear-
ly 1960s around Toronto’s 
Yonge Street music “strip,” 
where peers included the 
American rockabilly star 
Ronnie Hawkins, a mentor 
to Robbie Robertson and 
other future members of the 
Band and a guide for Thom-
sett early in his career.

Anxious to reinvent him-
self, he changed his last 
name to Clayton-Thom-
as while leading his own 
groups. In the mid-60s, he 
released such albums as 
“Sings Like It Is” and had a 
hit single with the anti-war 
rocker “Brainwashed.” He 
would also befriend a rising 
star, Joni Mitchell, whose 
childlike “Circle Game” 
helped inspire “Spinning 

Wheel,” and the venera-
ble John Lee Hooker, who 
would indirectly contrib-
ute to Clayton-Thomas’ 
breakthrough in the U.S.

America beckons
Hooker had encour-

aged Clayton-Thomas to 
move to New York, where 
the American bluesman 
had an engagement at the 
Cafe Au Go Go in Green-
wich Village. When Hook-
er unexpectedly departed 
for a tour of Europe, club 
owner Howard Solomon 
needed a replacement and 
recruited Clayton-Thomas.

“So I played him a cou-
ple songs on the guitar,” 
Clayton-Thomas told best-
classicbands.com. “He 
said, ‘Do you have a band?’ 
I said, ‘Sure,’ and went out 
into Greenwich Village 
looking for anybody car-
rying a guitar case or even 
looking like a musician, 
and we put together a lit-
tle band and we opened 
there that night. We ended 
up staying there for several 
months.”

Around the same time, 
session man-producer 
Al Kooper was looking to 
form a jazz-rock group and 
was joined by such mu-
sicians as guitarist Steve 
Katz, drummer Bobby Co-
lomby and horn players 
Randy Brecker and Jerry 
Weiss. They called them-
selves Blood, Sweat & 
Tears, releasing the debut 
album “Child Is Father to 
the Man” early in 1968. Al-
though praised by Rolling 
Stone publisher Jann Wen-
ner as “a fine, exempla-
ry group,” members were 
torn between those allied 
with Kooper and those 
who thought his vocals too 
weak to attract a substan-
tial audience.

By the end of the year, 
Kooper and others had de-
parted, and the band was 
seeking a new singer. Af-
ter Judy Collins saw Clay-
ton-Thomas perform, she 
recommended him to Co-
lomby.

“I got home and just a 
couple of days later, Bob-
by Colomby called me 
up and said, ‘Hey, Koop-
er’s gone. We got four guys 
left out of the nine. And 
we still got a record con-
tract with Columbia. Do 
you want to come down 
and try out for the band?”’ 
Clayton-Thomas told best-
classicbands.com. ”I said, 
‘You’re damn right.’ I knew 
(bassist) Jim Fielder real 
well and I knew they were 
superb musicians. So I was 
on the next plane. We had 
a rehearsal that afternoon, 
an audition, and it was in-
stant magic. We just knew 
right off the bat.”

Robert F. “Bobby” Sweeney
On June 25, 2026, Rob-

ert “Bobby” Franklin Swee-
ney, 70, passed away after a 
lengthy illness. He was born 
October 24, 1955, in Fred-
erick, Maryland. He was 
pre-deceased by his father 
and mother, Robert and 
Gladys Sweeney.

He was a 1973 graduate of 
Governor Thomas Johnson 
High School. He was em-
ployed at several different 
businesses in and around 
Frederick — Patapsco and 
Frederick Electronics to 
name a few. When he wasn’t 
building computers or de-
signing some complicated 
electronic gadget, you could 
find him on Main Street, 
USA at Walt Disney World, 
his home away from home.

Bobby is survived by 
immediate family and dear 
friends, who will sorely 
miss him: Ric Sweeney and  
David Askew, Gary and Jo 
Avers, Sarah-Anne Avers, 
Rob Avers, Dawn and Bill 
Crabill, and Walt and San-
dy Staruk. A special hug to 
his angel in a nurse’s uni-

form, Diane.
All services for Bobby 

will be private.
In lieu of flowers please 

make donations to Hospice 
of Frederick. Online condo-
lences can be made at www.
KeeneyBasford.com

David Clayton-Thomas, Blood, 
Sweat & Tears singer, dies at 84
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David Clayton-Thomas performing in 2006 at Gulfstream 
Park in Hallandale, FL.

By VANESSA GERA 
Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland — When Ewa 
Lutka-Krawczyk was diagnosed 
with gallbladder cancer, her first 
thought was for Gaja, a shelter dog 
she took in three years ago. She 
asked her doctor to assure her she 
would live a few more years so the 
deeply attached Gaja “wouldn’t be 
left behind.”

But the prognosis was grim, and 
this month the 70-year-old was ad-
mitted to the palliative ward of a 
Warsaw hospital. Left at home with 
Lutka-Krawczyk’s husband, Gaja 
was barely eating.

“She is waiting for me,” Lut-
ka-Krawczyk said from her bed, 
where she rested with a draining 
tube attached to her abdomen.

Under proposed new legisla-
tion in Poland, patients like Lut-
ka-Krawczyk soon would have the 
right to be visited in hospices and 
palliative care wards by their pets. 
Visits are already allowed in many 
clinics, but there is no universal 
right under the law.

One expert reports an 
‘epidemic of loneliness’

Dr. Tomasz Dzierzanowski di-
rector of the Palliative Medicine 
Clinic at the Medical University of 

Warsaw, where Lutka-Krawczyk is 
being treated, has led the propos-
al, which was introduced to parlia-
ment by a member of Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk’s centrist party.

Dzierzanowski said the pres-
ence of a beloved pet can ease the 
physical and spiritual pain of ter-
minally ill patients at a time when 
society is experiencing “an epi-
demic of loneliness.”

“We make sure that no patient 
dies alone,” Dzierzanowski said in 
an interview with The Associated 
Press.

“When someone is suffering, it is 
important that someone is there for 
them. Ideally, that should be anoth-
er human being,” he said. “Some-
times, however, there is no one.”

Dzierzanowski said he often 
sees older patients isolated be-
cause they have outlived their 
friends, as well as young patients 
feeling alone in palliative care clin-
ics because in today’s world of 
screens and virtual friends, they 
have not built the kind of friend-
ships that earlier generations of-
ten had.

Dzierzanowski said the cata-
lyst for his mission was a serious-
ly ill cancer patient named Walde-
mar who was not afraid for himself 
but for his two cats. Dzierzanowski 
arranged for the cats to be brought 
into the ward.

The man’s tears of happiness 
and the cats’ emotional reaction — 
as well as that of other patients and 
hospital staff who witnessed the 
reunion — “made me realize that 
this issue finally needed to be ad-
dressed,” he said.

Dzierzanowski allows pets to vis-
it patients in his clinic when condi-
tions allow, which means that Luk-

ta-Krawczyk can look forward to 
a visit from Gaja. That pleased her 
when she learned of it.

“In reality, animals in hospi-
tals are already there anyway,” said 
Katarzyna Piekarska, the lawmak-
er who introduced the legislation, 
which is now in parliament’s health 
committee. “That’s why it needs to 
be regulated in the law.”

Therapy dogs are also allowed
Dzierzanowski also allows visits 

by therapy dogs. When the AP visit-
ed, Kluska, an Australian shepherd, 
was making the rounds with her 
owner, Małgorzata Brzozowska.

Kluska — whose name means 
“dumpling” — brought some dis-
traction to Lutka-Krawczyk, who 
held the dog’s paw and smiled.

Another patient, Wojciech Zelik, 
a 58-year-old admitted with a tu-
mor, propped himself up to admire 
the dog as Brzozowska got Kluska to 
perform tricks.

“She has such lovely fur to pet, 
so fluffy,” he said, reaching over and 
rubbing her head.

Brzozowska said therapy dog 
visits also help relieve the stress of 
nurses, cooks and other staff who 
tend to the terminally ill patients. 
Several made a fuss over Kluska, 
crouching down to pet her in the 
hallway — with the cook giving her 
slices of ham.

Brzozowska, a medical student, 
said the benefits are even great-
er when the patients are visited by 
their own pets. It calms them, their 
loved ones — and the animals, too.

“The dog isn’t as stressed,” she 
said. “We interpret this as meaning 
that he simply knows what’s hap-
pening, that he knows where the 
owner, who was always there be-
fore, has disappeared to.”

A cancer patient’s cats inspired a push for pets in hospice wards
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Medical student Malgorzata Brzozowska and her therapy dog Kluska visit 
the bedside of patient Ewa Lutka-Krawczyk at the Palliative Medicine 
Clinic at the Medical University of Warsaw, Poland on June 15, 2026.


