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Patricia Cook
Patricia Lee (Moore) 

Cook, 81, of Middletown 
MD passed away on May 
8, 2026, in Hagerstown MD 
after an unexpected ill-
ness. Pat was born Dec. 30, 
1944 in Washington DC 
to the late Kathryn Marie 
(Speaker) Moore and Clar-
ence Thomas Moore. She 
grew up on a farm in Knox-
ville MD and graduated in 
1962 from Brunswick High 
School. After high school 
Pat worked for Potomac Ed-
ison and pursued her pri-
vate pilot’s license. Pat had a 
passion for animals from an 
early age, always raising or-
phaned wildlife and loving 
the many dogs, cats, birds, 
horses and fish she had 
throughout her lifetime. She 
was also an avid reader and 
enjoyed learning about his-
tory, nature and science. 
Flower gardening was a fa-
vorite pastime along with 
travel.

Pat lived in Middletown 
for over 50 years where she 
raised a family and with 
her husband Dick Cook 
owned and operated sev-
eral businesses in town, in-
cluding the Valley Inn, the 
Valley One Stop, a pizza 
shop, a puppet store and 
several Subway sandwich 
shops throughout Frederick 
County.

Pat is survived by her 
daughter Kelly (Cook) Wen-
rich and her son-in-law 
Steve Wenrich of Billings 
MT, stepson Joseph Chris-
topher Cook and grandson 
Joshua Cook of Mechanics-
burg, PA and stepson John 
Michael Cook, two sisters, 
Sandy (Moore) Costanzo of 
South Carolina and Pame-
la (Moore) Teeter of North 
Carolina, and sister-in-
law Mary Frances Moore 
of Boonsboro MD. Pat was 
predeceased by her par-
ents, her husband Richard 
Eugene Cook and three sib-
lings, Lynn Thomas Moore, 
Allan Moore and Cynthia 
(Moore) Davis.

She will be laid to rest 
next to her husband Dick 
at the Rocky Gap Veter-
ans Cemetery in Allegany 
County.

Joseph “Joey” Clinton Hottel Jr.
Joseph “Joey” Hottel 

Jr., age 56, passed away on 
Tuesday, June 2, at his home 
in Frederick, Maryland.

Born on March 4, 1970, 
in Leesburg, Virginia, Joey 
was the son of Joseph Clin-
ton Hottel and Joanne Bell 
Kirkpatrick.

Joey graduated from 
Loudoun Valley High 
School and grew up on the 
family farm, Egypt Farms, 
located in Loudoun Coun-
ty and later in Burkittsville, 
Maryland.

Farm life was not simply 
where he lived-it was who 
he was. From an early age, 
he developed a deep love 
for tractors, farm machin-
ery, pickup trucks, and the 
rhythms of country life. He 
found joy in the simple but 
meaningful tasks that kept a 
farm running and was hap-
piest when he was outdoors, 
helping with chores, work-
ing with equipment, or sim-
ply being part of the farming 
community he loved.

Joey remained a 
kind-hearted man with a 
beautiful smile who appreci-
ated the simple pleasures of 
life. He took pride in contrib-
uting where he could and 
enjoyed the familiar sur-
roundings of the farms that 
were his home for much of 
his life.

Joey was preceded in-

death by his father, Joseph 
Clinton Hottel; his moth-
er, Elaine Day Hottel. He is 
survived by his sister, Han-
nah Hottel; his niece, Rea-
gan Burnham; his brother, 
John Fremont Hottel; and 
his nephews Collin and 
Landon Hottel; extended 
family; and many relatives 
and friends who will cher-
ish his memory.

A memorial service will 
be held at Stauffer Funeral 
Home in Brunswick, Mary-
land, on Monday, June 22, 
10 a.m.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fam-
ily at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

DEATH NOTICES
Joseph “Joey” Clinton Hottel Jr., of Frederick, died 

Tuesday, June 2. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral 
Home, Brunswick.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

Notice to our readers
Obituaries are paid announcements.
The Frederick News-Post is not responsible for content.
All obituaries must be verified by the funeral home or the legal in-

stititution of record prior to placement.
All obituaries should be submitted to us through Memoriams.

com. The deadline for submitting and changes is 3 p.m. If you are 
submitting from a funeral home, please go to memoriams.com. If 
you are a private party individual, please use this link: https://    leg-
acy.memoriams.com/network/FrederickNews-Post/Obituaries. You 
can also find this link on our website under obituaries.

A simple death notice can be published at no charge. Information 
included will be name, where the decedent resided, date of death, 
and funeral home of record. For a simple death notice, please email 
obituaries@newspost.com

For questions, please contact the obituaries desk Monday-Friday 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 301-662-1162.

The Frederick News-Post reserves the right to make any gram-
matical changes as necessary.

Charles Lethbridge
Charles Louis Lethbridge 

(90 years) of Middleburg 
Rd. went to meet his Lord 
and Saviour at his home 
on June 9, 2026. He was the 
son of Louis and Louise Le-
thbridge and grew up on 
their family farm in Ash-
ton, MD. They sold sweet 
corn, peaches, and raised 
beef cattle. Charles was ac-
tive in 4-H and was one of 
the earliest exhibitors and 
organizers of the Montgom-
ery County fair. He exhibit-
ed beef cattle, field crops, 
and participated in Nation-
al competitions for tractor 
driving and livestock judg-
ing. Charles’s first pride 
and joy was his ’53 red and 
white Chevrolet Bel Air con-
vertible. Then came Anne, 
who Charles started dating 
at Sherwood High School 
in Sandy Spring, MD where 
they graduated and were 
married in 1956. Charles 
was married to his loving 
wife with whom he cele-
brated 70 years of marriage 
this April.

Charles and Anne spent 
the early years of their mar-
riage on his family farm in 
Ashton. Charles was active 
in the Sandy Spring Fire De-
partment and played cen-
ter field with their soft-
ball team. In 1966, Charles 
and Anne purchased a 120 
acre farm in Carroll Coun-
ty and never looked back. 
They took an uninhabit-
able farm house and turned 
it into a beautiful home to 
raise their family. They de-
cided they wanted to run a 
dairy operation, although 
they had never milked cows. 
They purchased 8 cows of 
all shapes, sizes, and col-
ors to start their operation 
and ended up becoming the 
2002 Maryland Holstein As-
sociation’s Outstanding Se-
nior Breeder winner.

Charles was a mem-
ber of Keymar Evangeli-
cal Wesleyan church. His 
church and his relation-
ship with God meant every-
thing to him. He served as 
Board member, Head Ush-
er, Adult Sunday School 
teacher, choir member, and 
assisted with several chil-
dren’s ministries. Probably 
his favorite role at church 
was greeting people as 
they came in through the 
front door — this is how 
Charles will be most re-
membered. He also created 
a softball field on the farm 
and formed a church team. 
With this team, he started 
a softball league with the 
Taneytown Jaycees. Charles 

was a wonderful man of 
God who blessed everyone 
with his kindness and self-
less spirit. He dedicated his 
family and farm to the Lord.

Despite the many hours 
working on the farm, 
Charles found time to sup-
port his children’s and 
grandchildren’s many ac-
tivities which included at-
tending sporting events, 
concerts, recitals, and 4-H 
activities. Charles and Anne 
were longtime leaders of 
their local 4-H club.

Charles is survived by 
the love of his life Anne Le-
thbridge and children Cin-
dy Hess, Stephen Leth-
bridge and wife Donna, and 
Karen Nevin and husband 
Edward. PopPop is also sur-
vived by his beloved grand-
children Lauren Hoover 
(Chad), Danielle Hosey 
(Josh), Eric Hess (Brok), Al-
lyson Francis (Cole), Brit-
tany Felkner (Trevor), Col-
lins Lethbridge (Sophie), 
Andrew Nevin (Rebekah), 
Matthew Nevin (Carley), 
and 13 great-grandchildren. 
He is survived by his sister 
Jean Duncan of Arnold, MD 
while predeceased by his 
brother Millard Lethbridge.

The family will receive 
family and friends to cele-
brate the life of Charles at 
Keymar Evangelical Wesley-
an Church on Sunday, June 
14 from 5-8 p.m. and Mon-
day, June 15 from 10-11 a.m. 
A memorial service will be-
gin at the church on Mon-
day, June 15 at 11 a.m. with 
Pastor BJ Treadway offici-
ating. Interment will be at 
Resthaven Memorial Gar-
dens in Frederick at 2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to Keymar Evangel-
ical Wesleyan Church via 
their website www.keymar-
wesleyan.org or sent to 1011 
Francis Scott Key Hwy PO 
Box 26, Keymar, MD 21757.

The family invites you to 
leave a message or mem-
ory on his “tribute wall” at 
www.hartzlerfuneralhome.
com.

By MATT SEDENSKY 
AP National Writer

David Briscoe, a journalist for The 
Associated Press who chronicled the 
collapse of dictatorship and the re-
birth of democracy during a dramat-
ic period of upheaval in the Philip-
pines, has died, his family said. He 
was 82.

Briscoe died Sunday at an assist-
ed living facility in Kapolei, Hawaii, 
said his wife, Leonor Briscoe. He was 
diagnosed in April with amyloidosis, 
a disorder in which protein buildup 
can lead to organ damage.

In a career spanning decades and 
continents, Briscoe brought a re-
porter’s curiosity to his native Utah, 
to Washington and to Hawaii. But it 
was his perch in Manila that put him 
at the center of his biggest story.

Taking the helm as bureau chief 
in 1980, Briscoe charted the waning 
years of Ferdinand Marcos’ author-
itarian regime and the turmoil un-
leashed by the assassination of op-
position leader Benigno Aquino Jr. 
He and his staff fanned out across the 
country in chartered planes, rent-
ed jeeps and, at least once, a horse-
drawn cart. They covered a relentless 
stretch of investigations, hearings 
and a presidential campaign so im-
probable it seemed scripted, with a 
reluctant widow thrust by tragedy to 
the forefront of a democratic move-
ment.

That thrilling conclusion, with 
Corazon Aquino ascending to the 
presidency and Marcos dramatical-
ly driven into exile, would stay with 
Briscoe forever. He recalled searing 
images “of nuns kneeling in front of 
military tanks” and “soldiers and ci-
vilians crying in each other’s arms.”

“I expect to witness or cover no 
greater event in my life,” he wrote in 
AP World, an in-house magazine, in 
1986, recounting his coverage of the 
upheaval.

A love affair with the Philippines
David Chesley Briscoe was 

born July 30, 1943, in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, to a union steward fa-
ther and a homemaker moth-
er who raised her two sons in the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints. He grew interest-
ed in journalism at the Universi-
ty of Utah, writing for the student 
paper and eventually getting hired 
at the Deseret News, where editors 
handed him obituary assignments 
and pieces on standout local stu-
dents.

After two years there, Briscoe 
signed up for the Peace Corps 
and was assigned to Paracale, 

and then Naga City, in the Phil-
ippines, where he taught English. 
For a young man who had scarcely 
left Utah in his youth, every corner 
seemed to be a revelation, of wa-
ter buffalo shimmering from mud 
baths and children running down 
dirt roads.

He was smitten with his new 
home. When his Peace Corps tour 
ended, Briscoe bristled at the idea 
of leaving. He found work at a lo-
cal newspaper, and while staffing 
an event in which Marcos was to 
speak, he met the former Leonor 
Aureus, editor of a rival paper. The 
two were soon walking down an 
aisle they lined with copies of The 
Naga Times and the Bicol Mail.

A dramatic revolution unfolds
Briscoe was hired by the AP in 

Manila in 1970, covering a dead-
ly earthquake that rocked the cap-
ital, an assassination attempt on 
Pope Paul VI and the hijacking of a 
plane. By the next year, though, AP 
said he’d have to spend some time 
working in the U.S. He returned to 
Salt Lake, hoping fate might some-
day bring him back to the Philip-
pines.

In his hometown, he found ties 
with his faith were fraying. His 
wife says he was disciplined by the 
church after discussing its exclu-
sion of Black men from its priest-
hood in a class he taught. Briscoe 

opposed the ban. The church later 
lifted the restriction.

He also found himself at odds 
with the church over a three-part 
series he wrote with a colleague, 
Bill Beecham, examining its intri-
cate web of business interests and 
tithing by its members that the re-
porters estimated brought in more 
than $1 billion a year. No Utah 
newspaper dared to run the sto-
ries, the pair said.

Briscoe spent nine years in Salt 
Lake before his bosses dangled a 
chance to return to Manila as bu-
reau chief. He rushed to phone his 
wife with the news.

“Noree, are you sitting down?” 
she remembered him asking.

From Washington  
back to the Pacific

After his six-year stint running 
the AP’s office in the Philippines, 
Briscoe moved in 1986 to Wash-
ington, where he focused on in-
ternational affairs. He was bureau 
chief in Honolulu from 2001 until 
retiring in 2009.

There, dressed in aloha shirts 
and bathed in a tropical sun, 
Briscoe could again call a Pacif-
ic island home. He spoke of being 
“halfway back.”

To his final days, he cherished 
his time in the Philippines. As 
the end neared, his family gath-
ered around him and prayed. He 
grabbed his wife’s hand, told her 
he loved her, and asked her to let 
him go.

The family plans to hire a boat 
and scatter Briscoe’s ashes in the 
waters of the Pacific, hoping the 
currents take his remains back to 
his adopted home.

“The land that David learned to 
love,” his wife said, “and where he 
met the love of his life.”

David Briscoe, chronicler of Philippines’ revolution, dies at 82

Associated Press file photo

In this undated photo published in The AP World in 1986, Manila bureau chief David Briscoe, left, and Asia news 
director Richard Pyle discuss a story.

By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press

TOKYO — Yohei Kono, 
a veteran Japanese poli-
tician who as top govern-
ment spokesperson offered 
a historic apology to Asian 
women over sexual abus-
es by Japan’s wartime mili-
tary, has died, officials said. 
He was 89.

Kono had placed great 
importance on promot-
ing friendly ties with Chi-
na, South Korea and other 
Asian countries that suf-
fered Japanese atrocities 
before and during World 
War II. He died of old age 
Monday, according to 
the office of his son, for-
mer Foreign Minister Taro 
Kono.

As chief Cabinet secre-
tary in 1993, Yohei Kono 
apologized to tens of thou-
sands of so-called “comfort 
women,” acknowledging 
Japanese military involve-
ment in forcing them into 
work at frontline brothels. 
He spoke following a gov-
ernment investigation.

His statement led to Ja-
pan’s broader apology over 
its wartime atrocities in a 
1995 statement by then-
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama.

Both statements were 
regarded internationally as 
signs that Japan had come 
to terms with its wartime 
past, and they helped to 
improve relations with its 
Asian neighbors. But the 
statements have become 
unpopular among Japa-
nese conservatives who say 
Japan should stop focusing 
on negative history to re-
store national pride.

Kono faced growing 

criticism and attempts to 
overwrite his 1993 apology 
especially during national-
ist former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe ‘s leadership.

Kono warned that any 
attempt to whitewash his-
torical facts “hurts the Jap-
anese people’s reputation.”

Born in January 1937, 
Kono entered politics in 
1967 after his father, Ichi-
ro Kono, also a promi-
nent lawmaker with the 
governing Liberal Dem-
ocratic Party, died. Yohei 
Kono served in key politi-
cal posts including speak-
er of the lower house, the 
more powerful of Japan’s 
two-chamber parliament, 
and LDP president until he 
retired in 2009.

Kono remained active 
in politics even in recent 
years and visited China al-
most every year with a po-
litical and business dele-
gation, helping to stabilize 
sensitive ties between the 
countries.

Earlier this year he was 

Yohei Kono, author of 
historic ‘comfort women’ 
apology, dies at 89

Associated Press file photo

Retired politician Yohei 
Kono speaks during an 
interview at his office, in 
Tokyo, on June 25, 2013.


