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Roundup: DeWaal’s grand slam 
helps Bears wallop Rebels
B3

Join us today!FREE
Event

Over 120 Vendors
Kids zone ı food trucks
and much MORE!

NO SHEEP WERE HARMED IN THE MAKING OF THIS FESTIVAL.

9:00am-4:00pm  •  The Frederick Fairgrounds, 797 E. Patrick Street
ALL YOUR FAVORITE LOCAL YARN DYERS AND SPINNERS
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Sports
BASEBALL

 Brunswick 7, Catoctin 4

INSIDE
 Boys and girls Athletes of the Week 

for April 15-21, page B3

Taveras

After his team produced a momen-
tous and unusual victory over arch ri-
val Urbana last week, Linganore High 
girls lacrosse coach Dean Coccia is this 
week’s guest on The Final Score podcast.

Coccia talks with host Greg Swa-
tek about the Lancers’ 9-7 victory over 
Urbana, the two-time reigning Class 
4A runner-up. Both Coccia and Urba-
na coach 
Ryan Hines 
agreed to 
end the 
game with 8 
minutes and 
35 seconds 
to play be-
cause both 
teams were 
severely short-handed due to the num-
ber of yellow cards issued in the game.

On the podcast, Coccia discusses 
why that decision was made, the way the 
game was being officiated and the ges-
ture made by Hines in a game his team 
still had a chance to come back and win. 
How big of a victory was it for Linganore 
and how might the Lancers benefit from 
it going forward?

Now in his fourth season on the job, 
Coccia also talks about the growth and 
development of his young team, why it 
is having such a strong season and his 
overall expectations as the playoff ap-
proach. Can the Lancers contend for a 
state title in Class 3A?

Prior to that conversation, FNP 
sports reporter Alexander Dacy stops 
in to chat with Greg about that unusual 
Linganore-Urbana girls lacrosse result, 
the pecking order on the boys lacrosse 
scene in the county behind Urbana and 
other happenings with spring sports 
around Frederick County.

The podcast is available at http://
www.fnppodcasts.com and via Apple 
Podcasts and other podcast apps.

The Final Score podcast: 
After big win over Hawks, 
Dean Coccia’s Linganore 
girls looking to playoff run

By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

THURMONT — Brunswick right-
hander Jared Ricketts didn’t exactly enter 
the game the way he thought he would.

Ricketts had been warming up for the 
bottom of the seventh against rival Ca-
toctin but didn’t go in at the start of the 
frame to protect a four-run lead. Instead, 
he strolled to the mound with the bases 
loaded, no outs and the tying run at the 
plate with the middle of the Cougars’ or-
der due up.

Yet, the moment wasn’t too much for 
the freshman.

Ricketts fanned the first batter he 
faced, induced a long sacrifice fly and 
froze the final batter to earn his second 
save and help the Railroaders hold on for 
a 7-4 road win Friday afternoon.

“The kid wants to pitch,” Brunswick 
head coach Roger Dawson said. “He’s not 
intimidated. He’s proved to me he can do 
it. He went right out there, mixed the cur-
veball and a good fastball and got us out 
of a jam.”

It’s Ricketts’ second late-inning ap-

Associated Press

Ohio State linebacker Sonny Styles celebrates Thursday with NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell after being chosen by the Washington 
Commanders with the seventh overall pick during the first round of the NFL draft in Pittsburgh.

By LES CARPENTER
The Washington Post

No player in Thursday 
night’s first round of the NFL 
draft might have wanted to be 
picked by a team more than 
Ohio State’s versatile and gifted 
linebacker Sonny Styles want-
ed to be chosen by the Wash-
ington Commanders.

He fell in love with the 
coaches on a visit to the team’s 
headquarters earlier this 
month, cornering lineback-
ers coach Ken Norton several 
times on the trip, asking ques-
tions, wondering how he could 

be better. When he left that day 
he told one of his college team-
mates he hoped he would be 
picked by Washington.

“A bunch of great peo-
ple,” he told the team-
mate.

On Thursday 
night, as the first 
picks of the draft 
raced past, Styles wasn’t 
chosen and the Command-
ers loomed with the seventh 
overall selection, he sat in a 
green room at the draft in Pitts-
burgh hoping that maybe his 
dream could happen. Then his 
phone rang.

“Spam risk,” the screen said.
He answered anyway. It was 

the Commanders.
“The perfect place to be,” 

he later said.
As excited as Styles 

was to come to Wash-
ington, Command-
ers General Manager 
Adam Peters was just 

as thrilled.
“I’ve been smiling ear-to-

ear,” Peters said almost an hour 
after taking Styles.

The Commanders had fall-
en in love with Styles them-
selves. Peters and the coach-
es had been dazzled by Styles 

as much as he was with them. 
Late Thursday night, Peters sat 
in the team’s auditorium and 
began talking, unprompted, 
about all the things he admired 
about Styles.

“Great competitor,” he said.
“Outstanding football char-

acter,” he added.
“Great family,” he contin-

ued.
“Elite athlete, elite size, elite 

length,” Peters said. “He’s just 
scratching the surface. … He’s 
already really good, and he’s 
just going to get better.”

‘The perfect place to be’
LB Styles, Commanders thrilled with union that came via 7th pick in draft

By BRIAN WACKER
Baltimore Sun

Ravens general manager Eric 
DeCosta didn’t want to be pre-
dictable when it came to this 
year’s NFL draft. Yet, when the 
Ravens were on the clock for the 
first round Thursday night, the 
decision felt inevitable.

Even with flashy Miami edge 
rusher Rueben Bain Jr., and ath-
letically gifted tight end Kenyon 
Sadiq still available, and with 
at least one team calling to try 
to persuade a trade back, Balti-
more stuck with the player it was 
most predicted to select since 
the beginning.

With the 14th overall pick, 
the Ravens selected Penn State 
guard Vega Ioane (VENG-ah yo-
AH-nay).

After quarterback Lamar 
Jackson was sacked 36 times in 
just 13 games last season, un-
derscoring the need to better 

protect the franchise center-
piece, it was also the most sen-
sible choice. Even with Bain and 
Sadiq lingering on a fascinat-
ing evening of movement, Bal-
timore addressed the most glar-
ing hole on its roster.

It was also the first time the 
Ravens used a first-round pick 
on a guard since Ben Grubbs in 
2007.

In the words of DeCosta, long 
before the draft kicked off, the 
6-foot-4, 320-pound Ioane is 
“straight from central casting” 
of “what you want your guards 
to look like.” He played the part 
well, too.

Over the past two seasons, Io-
ane, 22, didn’t allow a sack and 
drew zero holding flags on his 
way to becoming a second-team 
All-America selection.

Ioane is ideal plug-and-play fit for Ravens
No. 14 pick looked, 
played the part of a
dominant OL at PSU

Associated Press file photo

Penn State offensive lineman Olaivavega Ioane (71) didn’t allow a 
sack and drew zero holding flags over the past two seasons.

By MATT WEYRICH
Baltimore Sun

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — 
The Texas Rangers thought 
Leody Taveras was going 
to be central to their fu-

ture. They were half-right.
Taveras was one of 

the Rangers’ top pros-
pects from the moment he 
signed for $2.1 million as 
an amateur internation-
al free agent in 2015. His 

speed and prowess in cen-
ter field helped earn him 
the title of No. 1 in their 
farm system just two years 
later, with Baseball Amer-
ica reporting that he drew 
comparisons to a young 

Carlos Beltran.
Though he went on to 

be a central figure in the 
Rangers’ 2023 World Se-
ries team, playing an elite 

Taveras, once a top prospect, a revelation for O’s

(See PERFECT B2)

(See IOANE B2)

(See TAVERAS B2)

Freshman 
Ricketts 
saves day 
for Roaders
Young reliever slams 
door on Cougars’ threat

(See RICKETTS B2)
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National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 18 8 .692 —
Miami 12 13 .480 5½
Washington 11 15 .423 7
New York 9 16 .360 8½
Philadelphia 8 17 .320 9½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 16 9 .640 —
Cincinnati 16 9 .640 —
St. Louis 14 10 .583 1½
Pittsburgh 14 11 .560 2
Milwaukee 13 11 .542 2½

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 17 8 .680 —
San Diego 17 8 .680 —
Arizona 14 11 .560 3
San Francisco 11 14 .440 6
Colorado 10 16 .385 7½
Thursday’s Games

Atlanta 7, Washington 2
Detroit 5, Milwaukee 4
Chicago Cubs 8, Philadelphia 7, 10 innings
L.A. Dodgers 3, San Francisco 0
San Diego 10, Colorado 8
Chicago White Sox 4, Arizona 1
N.Y. Mets 10, Minnesota 8
Texas 6, Pittsburgh 1

Friday’s Games
Detroit at Cincinnati, 6:40 p.m.
Colorado at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
Philadelphia at Atlanta, 7:15 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee, 7:40 p.m.
Washington at Chicago White Sox, 7:40 p.m.
Seattle at St. Louis, 8:15 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at L.A. Dodgers, 10:15 p.m.
Miami at San Francisco, 10:15 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Seattle (Woo 1-2) at St. Louis (Liberatore 0-1), 

2:15 p.m.
Miami (Pérez 2-1) at San Francisco (Ray 2-3), 

4:05 p.m.
Colorado (Quintana 0-2) at N.Y. Mets (Senga 

0-3), 4:10 p.m.
Washington (Irvin 1-3) at Chicago White Sox 

(Schultz 1-1), 4:10 p.m.
San Diego (Márquez 2-1) at Arizona (Gallen 1-1), 

6:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Keller 2-1) at Milwaukee (Misi-

orowski 1-2), 7:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Rea 3-0) at L.A. Dodgers (Sasaki 

0-2), 7:15 p.m.
Detroit (Flaherty 0-1) at Cincinnati (Singer 1-1), 

7:15 p.m.
Philadelphia (Wheeler 0-0) at Atlanta (Elder 

3-1), 7:15 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Philadelphia at Atlanta, 1:35 p.m.
Colorado at N.Y. Mets, 1:40 p.m.
Detroit at Cincinnati, 1:40 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee, 2:10 p.m.
Washington at Chicago White Sox, 2:10 p.m.
Seattle at St. Louis, 2:15 p.m.
Miami at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.
San Diego at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at L.A. Dodgers, 4:10 p.m.

NHL Playoffs
FIRST ROUND
(Best-of-7)
(x-if necessary)
Tuesday, April 21

Tampa Bay 3, Montreal 2, OT, series tied 1 — 1
Boston 4, Buffalo 2
Utah 3, Vegas 2, series tied 1 — 1
Colorado 2, Los Angeles 1, OT

Wednesday, April 22
Philadelphia 5, Pittsburgh 2, Philadelphia 

leads series 3 — 0
Dallas 4, Minnesota 3, 2OT, Dallas leads 

series 2 — 1
Anaheim 6, Edmonton 4, series tied 1 — 1

Thursday, April 23
Buffalo 3, Boston 1, Buffalo leads series 2 — 1
Carolina 2, Ottawa 1, Carolina leads series 

3 — 0
Colorado 4, Los Angeles 2, Colorado leads 

series 3 — 0
Friday, April 24

Tampa Bay at Montreal, late
Vegas at Utah, late
Edmonton at Anaheim, late

Saturday, April 25
Carolina at Ottawa, 3 p.m.
Dallas at Minnesota, 5:30 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 8 p.m.

Sunday, April 26
Buffalo at Boston, 2 p.m.
Colorado at Los Angeles, 4:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Edmonton at Anaheim, 9:30 p.m.

NBA Playoffs
FIRST ROUND
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Tuesday, April 21

Phila. 111, Boston 97, series tied 1 — 1
Portland 106, San Antonio 103, series tied 1 — 1
L.A. Lakers 101, Houston 94, L.A. Lakers leads 

series 2 — 0
Wednesday, April 22

Detroit 98, Orlando 83, series tied 1 — 1
Oklahoma City 120, Phoenix 107, Oklahoma 

City leads series 2 — 0
Thursday, April 23

Atlanta 109, New York 108, Atlanta leads 
series 2 — 1

Toronto 126, Cleveland 104, Cleveland leads 
series 2 — 1

Minnesota 113, Denver 96, Minnesota leads 
series 2 — 1
Friday, April 24

Boston 108, Philadelphia 100, Boston leads 
series 2-1

L.A. Lakers at Houston, late
San Antonio at Portland, late

Saturday, April 25
Detroit at Orlando, 1 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Phoenix, 3:30 p.m.
New York at Atlanta, 6 p.m.
Denver at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 26
Cleveland at Toronto, 1 p.m.
San Antonio at Portland, 3:30 p.m.
Boston at Phila., 7 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Houston, 9:30 p.m.

Area Schedule
Saturday, April 25
Outdoor Track

Urbana at University of Pennsylvania, 9
Tuscarora at Reservoir, 9
Brunswick, Linganore, Thomas Johnson, 

Walkersville at Catoctin Mountain Bash, 10
Softball

MSD at Hoy Tournament
Boys Volleyball

MSD at National Deaf Volleyball Tournament
College Baseball

Albright at Hood, 12 (DH)
Anne Arundel CC at Frederick CC, 12 (DH)
Mount St. Mary’s at Quinnipiac, 1

College Softball
Quinnipiac at Mount St. Mary’s, 12 (DH)
Hood at Albright, 1 (DH)

Men’s Lacrosse
Eastern at Hood, 12

Women’s Lacrosse
Hood at Eastern, 12

College Flag Football
Mount St. Mary’s at Mercyhurst, 8:30 a.m.
Mount St. Mary’s vs. Franciscan in Erie, Pa., 9:50 a.m.
Mount St. Mary’s at Mercyhurst, 12:30
Mount St. Mary’s vs. Franciscan in Erie, Pa., 1:50

College Track and Field
Mount St. Mary’s at Jim Freeman/Clark Wood 

Invitational
Mount St. Mary’s at Red Flash Invitational
Hood at Paul Kaiser Classic

College Golf
Hood men at MAC Championship in Fleetwood, Pa.

MLS
Eastern Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
Nashville 6 1 1 19 17 4
Inter Miami CF 5 1 3 18 18 14
New England 5 3 0 15 16 11
Chicago 4 2 2 14 12 8
Charlotte FC 4 3 2 14 16 14
Toronto FC 3 2 4 13 16 17
New York City FC 3 3 3 12 19 15
New York 3 3 3 12 16 23
Columbus 2 4 3 9 12 13
D.C. United 2 4 3 9 8 13
Cincinnati 2 4 3 9 17 23
Orlando City 2 6 1 7 10 26
CF Montréal 2 6 0 6 12 20
Philadelphia 1 6 2 5 9 15
Atlanta 1 7 1 4 7 16
Western Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
San Jose 8 1 0 24 22 4
Vancouver 7 1 0 21 22 4
Los Angeles FC 5 2 2 17 16 6
Minnesota United 5 2 2 17 11 13
Seattle 5 1 1 16 10 3
Real Salt Lake 5 2 1 16 16 12
Colorado 4 4 1 13 21 15
FC Dallas 3 2 4 13 17 13
Houston 4 4 0 12 12 16
San Diego FC 3 4 2 11 16 15
LA Galaxy 2 4 3 9 13 15
Portland 2 5 1 7 11 18
Austin FC 1 4 4 7 12 19
St Louis City 1 4 3 6 7 13
Sporting Kansas City 1 6 1 4 7 20

American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 16 9 .640 —
Tampa Bay 13 11 .542 2½
Baltimore 12 13 .480 4
Toronto 10 14 .417 5½
Boston 9 16 .360 7

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Cleveland 14 12 .538 —
Detroit 14 12 .538 —
Minnesota 12 13 .480 1½
Chicago 10 15 .400 3½
Kansas City 8 17 .320 5½

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Athletics 13 12 .520 —
Texas 13 12 .520 —
Los Angeles 12 14 .462 1½
Seattle 11 15 .423 2½
Houston 10 16 .385 3½
Thursday’s Games

Detroit 5, Milwaukee 4
Chicago White Sox 4, Arizona 1
N.Y. Yankees 4, Boston 2
N.Y. Mets 10, Minnesota 8
Texas 6, Pittsburgh 1

Friday’s Games
Detroit at Cincinnati, 6:40 p.m.
Boston at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
Cleveland at Toronto, 7:07 p.m.
Minnesota at Tampa Bay, 7:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Kansas City, 7:40 p.m.
Washington at Chicago White Sox, 7:40 p.m.
Athletics at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Houston, 8:10 p.m.
Seattle at St. Louis, 8:15 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Seattle (Woo 1-2) at St. Louis (Liberatore 0-1), 

2:15 p.m.
Cleveland (Cantillo 1-0) at Toronto (Gausman 

1-1), 3:07 p.m.
Boston (Crochet 2-3) at Baltimore (Rogers 2-2), 

4:05 p.m.
Minnesota (Ober 2-0) at Tampa Bay (McClanah-

an 1-2), 4:10 p.m.
Washington (Irvin 1-3) at Chicago White Sox 

(Schultz 1-1), 4:10 p.m.
Athletics (Springs 3-1) at Texas (Gore 2-2), 

7:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Ureña 0-2) at Kansas City (Ragans 

0-4), 7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Weathers 1-2) at Houston 

(Burrows 1-3), 7:10 p.m.
Detroit (Flaherty 0-1) at Cincinnati (Singer 1-1), 

7:15 p.m.
Sunday’s Games

Boston at Baltimore, 1:35 p.m.
Cleveland at Toronto, 1:37 p.m.
Detroit at Cincinnati, 1:40 p.m.
Minnesota at Tampa Bay, 1:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Houston, 2:10 p.m.
Washington at Chicago White Sox, 2:10 p.m.
Seattle at St. Louis, 2:15 p.m.
Athletics at Texas, 2:35 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Kansas City, 7:20 p.m.

Major League Baseball

Peters stopped. He 
smiled again.

“I’m rambling,” he said. 
“I’m excited.”

There seems a lot about 
Styles for Washington and 
its coaches to like. The 
6-foot-5, 244-pound Styles 
started as a safety at Ohio 
State before moving to line-
backer his last two seasons, 
with 183 tackles and eight 
passes defended. Asked to 
be more of a pass rusher in 
2024, he had six sacks but 
then played more in pass 
coverage his last season.

By showing an ability to 
get to the quarterback and 
also defend passes, Styles 
was able to show skills that 
makes him an ideal fit for 
the defense preferred by 
Commanders coach Dan 
Quinn and will be seen as 
the likely replacement for 
veteran Bobby Wagner.

And yet when asked 
which position he would 
play in Washington, Styles 
said he didn’t care. The 
coaches had said sever-
al times they could see him 
playing any of the three line-
backer positions, and the 
idea seemed like a good one 
to him.

As he was getting ready 
to leave the team’s facility 
in Ashburn, Virginia, Styles 
told Quinn, “hopefully I’ll 
be back soon.”

“I told my whole family 
this morning, I was like, ‘I’m 
going to be a Commander,’” 
Styles said. “No one real-

ly thought so. I just had this 
feeling, you know, I’m su-
per excited. You know, I love 
this organization. I love the 
people.”

Peters settled on Styles as 
the team’s top choice earlier 
this week. But they knew it 
was a bit of a long shot that 
he would be available. Many 
of the top draft analysts, im-
pressed by Styles’ perfor-
mance at February’s scout-
ing combine, ranked him as 
one of the top three overall 
players. He ran a 4.46 in the 
40 and had a 43½-foot verti-
cal jump at the combine.

As the draft unfolded, 
Peters resisted the temp-
tation to trade up. He did a 
lot of research about trad-
ing down should Styles not 
be available. He was sur-
prised, however, when no 
teams were calling looking 
to trade.

“Crickets,” he said.
When it came clear Styles 

would land in the Com-
manders’ lap, he didn’t hes-
itate to make the pick.

“He’s mature beyond his 
years,” Peters said. “He’s 
very curious. He wants to 
know … the great ones do. 
He wants to be great. He’s 
really humble and, he’s very 
driven.”

Styles, sitting at the draft 
in Pittsburgh with his phone 
in hand, spoke first to Peters 
and then to Quinn.

Remember, he told the 
coach, how he was going to 
come back to Ashburn?

“I told you so,” he said he 
told Quinn.

‘The perfect place to be’
(Continued from B1)

“In the pass game, I’m coming in 
with the mentality that I’m not trying to 
get beat,” Ioane said on a video confer-
ence call from Washington state, where 
he was surrounded by around 80 peo-
ple, including 40 family members. “No-
body’s gonna touch my quarterback, 
simple as that. In the run game, same 
mindset of being a mauler.

“When I’m off the field, I can turn it 
off and be chill with the guys, be calm 
with the guys. But when I’m on the 
field, nobody’s gonna stand in front of 
me and survive. That’s my biggest men-
tality. I’m out there trying to move peo-
ple off the ball, make them not get to 
my quarterback.”

After the Ravens lost center Tyler 
Linderbaum in free agency, and given 
last season’s struggles by guards Dan-
iel Faalele (not re-signed) and Andrew 
Vorhees, there was a major need to 
shore up the interior to protect Jackson.

“We probably haven’t invested as 
many resources in the offensive line 
recently,” DeCosta said after the first 
round. “I think this guy just really 
checked off every single box for us as a 
player.”

He also said that Ioane reminds him 
of a Ravens great: former guard Haloti 
Ngata, who is in the team’s Ring of Hon-
or and was a Pro Football Hall of Fame 
semifinalist the past two years.

It’s a lofty comparison, but Ioane’s 
addition, along with veteran guard 
John Simpson in free agency, should 
help immediately. He is a plug-and-
play starter who Baltimore won’t have 
to worry about on the field or off it, giv-
en a high football IQ and high charac-
ter.

“The guy that we got is the epitome 
of what we want the team to be like, a 
line of scrimmage dominant team,” 
coach Jesse Minter said. “He’s every-
thing we want our guys to be.

“He’s not scheme dependent. This 
guy can run any type of run scheme, 
any type of pass blocking scheme.”

If there are questions about the 
newest offensive lineman, most have 
centered on his mobility, particular-
ly out wide, and on how quickly he can 

recover in pass blocking.
But Ioane also displayed versatility. 

Though he primarily played left guard 
for Penn State, he took limited snaps at 
center and tackle, played right guard, 
and has even lined up at off-ball tight 
end.

While Minter was noncommittal 
about where Ioane will play on the line, 
his face lit up when discussing the pos-
sibilities and his traits.

“He also has this humility about 
him, which kind of sparks how hard 
he works,” Minter said. “He doesn’t as-
sume he’s gonna be a great player. He 
puts in the work and the time.”

His selection was also not a surprise, 
even as DeCosta considered moving 
back to acquire more picks.

But he said the deal with another 
team fell apart.

“It would have to have made sense 
for us based on the players still avail-
able and the amount of players that we 
really wanted at that spot,” he said. “So, 
for us to go back, basically, we would 
have had to ensure that we would have 
gotten one of a handful of players. It 
didn’t really materialize at the end, and 
the other team decided they wanted to 
make the pick.

“It clarified things for us. It was easy 
for us to turn the card in at that time.”

Ioane seemed almost to expect to 
land in Baltimore as well.

He acknowledged that he saw a lot 
of mock drafts that projected him to the 
Ravens. He also began to picture him-
self blocking for Jackson and running 
back Derrick Henry.

“Everybody knows what great play-
ers those guys are,” Ioane said. “My 

thing is coming in and earning my 
keep. I gotta earn the right to block for 
those guys.”

Before Thursday, he was perhaps 
best known for a viral moment in which 
he hopped over a wall and railing to 
help an equipment manager struggling 
to push a cart up a ramp after a loss to 
Ohio State. But Ioane stood out most 
for what he did in the trenches.

Off the field, his backstory is inter-
esting, too.

Ioane is the youngest of eight sib-
lings whose father moved the family 
from American Samoa to Washington 
state. He also got a late start in orga-
nized football, not playing until high 
school.

His size and natural athleticism 
helped. His intelligence and eagerness 
to learn quickly, however, set him apart 
and led him to Penn State, where he 
played all five offensive line positions 
and made 32 starts at left guard.

He’s someone who will help the Ra-
vens right away where they need it the 
most.

“You’re always a little concerned, 
especially where there’s teams picking 
in front of us that know us pretty well,” 
DeCosta said. “In the end, we just kind 
of stick to the board and let the board 
fall to us. … Sometimes it works out, 
sometimes it doesn’t, and if it hadn’t 
worked out, we had other players we 
would’ve picked, excellent players.”

He was one of nine offensive line-
men taken in the opening round.

Ioane said he’s also eager to play in 
the AFC North, a division known for its 
physicality.

“That’s exactly what I want,” he said. 
“I don’t wanna go nowhere else where 
it’s soft football. Football is meant to be 
physical.

“There’s been a lot of great names, 
great careers that have gone through 
[Baltimore]. My thing is coming in and 
trying to be one of those, using those as 
an example for me to follow those foot-
steps and make a name for my ownself. 
There’s a lot of history, a lot of greatness 
that’s been through that building, that 
facility, that team. That’s exactly what 
I’m trying to do.”

Ioane is ideal plug-and-play fit for Ravens
(Continued from B1)

center field and offering 
modest pop (14 home runs) 
and speed (14 stolen bas-
es) at the bottom of the line-
up, Taveras didn’t reach that 
lofty potential in Texas. His 
offensive production de-
clined, and the Rangers des-
ignated him for assignment 
last year, leading to a short 
stint with the Seattle Mar-
iners, where he struggled 
even more.

Baltimore swooped in 
and signed Taveras, 27, to 
a one-year, $2 million deal 
— less than he received at 
15 years old when he first 
signed with Texas — before 
free agency even officially 
began, the first of many ag-
gressive moves for the Ori-
oles’ front office this offsea-
son. Twenty-one games in, 
he’s been a revelation, hit-
ting .327 with five extra-base 
hits and a .926 OPS for his 
best start to a season of his 
career.

Heading into play 
Wednesday, his 0.7 Fan-
Graphs wins above 
replacement were 
tied for the Orioles’ 
team lead with Tay-
lor Ward and Adley 
Rutschman.

“In this game, 
you never stop 
learning,” Taveras said. 
“This game is hard. You just 
got to keep going and con-
trol what you can control. 
That has been my biggest 
thing. I always have to keep 
going. I’m not afraid to lose 
and not afraid to fail. Just got 
to keep going.”

His first month in Balti-
more has already included 
a couple of signature mo-
ments, including the grand 
slam he hit in the Orioles’ 
extra-inning win over the 
Kansas City Royals on Mon-
day and his revenge game 
against Texas on April 1 
when he reached base four 
times. With Tyler O’Neill 
sidelined because of a con-
cussion and both Colton 
Cowser and Dylan Beavers 
off to slow starts, Taveras 
has filled the void to help 
keep the Orioles afloat.

His play has been a re-
minder for those who saw 
him in Texas of what his po-
tential was thought to be as 
a prospect.

“All just credit to Leody,” 
said Orioles bench coach 
Donnie Ecker, who was a 
hitting coach for the Rang-
ers from 2022 to 2025. “He’s 
supremely athletic and 
nothing technical with him 
[he needed to do], more just 
about allowing him to move 
as athletically as he can and 
be able to get off the types of 
swings he wants to get off.”

Ecker and Taveras grew 
close in Texas, both through 
their work together in the 
batting cages and their 
shared connection as de-
vout Christians. Taveras 
credited Ecker for help-
ing him as a young hitter, 

and the now-bench coach 
weighed in on offseason 
meetings with the Orioles’ 
hitting coaches to help de-
termine how they could find 
some of that untapped po-
tential.

“I offered context on who 
he was in the past, but it’s 
also really important that 
there’s a lot of things I prob-
ably missed, so you want 
fresh eyes to kind of look at 
him and not have those pre-
conceived notions,” Ecker 
said. “For Dustin [Lind] and 
Brady [North] to put a plan 
together in a way that they 
saw it, it’s been cool to really 
watch him flourish.”

Taveras, despite his hot 
start, still has plenty of 
proving to do in Baltimore. 
Cowser and Beavers will get 
opportunities to make good 

on their own lofty 
prospect statuses, 
and O’Neill is near-
ing a return from 
the injured list. 
Cooling off could 
relegate him back 
to the fifth outfield-

er role he had over the first 
two weeks when he started 
three of 12 games.

But he’s certainly made 
the decision to keep him out 
of the lineup much harder 
than it was when the season 
began.

“It’s just the consistency 
for me,” manager Craig Al-
bernaz said. “We’ve all seen 
Leody show flashes of what 
he’s showing now, but how 
he’s showing up every sin-
gle day, especially when 
he’s not playing, when he’s 
coming off the bench, when 
he’s starting, when he’s get-
ting thrusted into the game, 
when he gets ambushed, ev-
erything it’s been the same. 
His prep, his maturity, how 
he goes about his business. 
You wouldn’t know if Leo-
dy is 0-for-4 with four strike-
outs or he’s 4-for-4 with four 
homers and that’s a testa-
ment to him.”

That kind of lead-by-ex-
ample presence can go a 
long way for a young core 
like the one the Orioles de-
ploy, especially as the only 
player on the roster with a 
World Series ring. Whether 
or not this fast start is sus-
tainable remains to be seen. 
Taveras is making his pres-
ence felt regardless.

“There’s a lot of players 
that play the game for a long 
time to [don’t] get a ring,” 
Taveras said. “For me, it’s a 
privilege. It’s a blast to have 
that ring with me and have 
the opportunity to have the 
experience, and now I feel 
like, if I go there, I know 
how to how to play there 
and how it’s going to be. … I 
think that can help a lot.”

Taveras has been a revelation
(Continued from B1)

pearance this week, as he’s quickly be-
come one of the team’s more reliable 
relievers.

He didn’t expect to earn that trust so 
quickly as a ninth-grader, maybe pitch-
ing a handful of times at most. But Rick-
etts keeps delivering and now holds 
two wins and two saves this season.

“Probably just the coaches having 
confidence in me being able to go out 
there and do that,” Ricketts said. “Espe-
cially as a freshman, to go out and pitch 
with the bases loaded in the middle 
of the lineup against one of our rivals, 
pretty special.”

He said he’s “gotten pretty lucky” to 
be in that position so early, but he’s also 
earned the trust in his longtime head 
coach.

“He’s gutsy, and he could be a fu-
ture arm in our program,” Dawson said. 
“Let’s get him in the fire right now.”

There’s few bigger fires to put out 
than the one Ricketts fought Friday. He 
battled the blaze well, even if it briefly 
looked like Catoctin (3-11) had tied the 

contest with one out.
Cougars senior first baseman Ethan 

Burkhart turned on the second pitch 
he saw from Ricketts, blasting it deep 
down the left field line. The crowd rose 
from its seats, peering into the left field 
corner to see if the ball would clear the 
fence. Ricketts said he thought it had 
enough to get out.

But Roaders sophomore left fielder 
Owen Nugent tracked the ball and ran it 
down a stride shy of the 325-foot sign on 
the left field line. Burkhart just missed a 
game-tying grand slam and settled for a 
sacrifice fly, his second of the day.

“I want nothing more than it to 
come down to the seventh inning,” Ca-
toctin head coach Will Delawter said. 
“At the end of the day, he missed it by 
maybe 5 or 10 feet, but those are the sit-
uations come playoff time, you hope 
we’re just better prepared for.”

A young Cougars squad is still learn-
ing to handle those high-stakes, late-
game moments, while Brunswick (9-
4) won its fourth straight game by three 
runs or less.

Roaders senior designated hitter 

Justin Ricketts broke a 2-2 tie in the fifth 
inning by pulling a two-run double into 
the left field corner. Four pitches lat-
er, senior Connor Carrillo lined an RBI 
single in a pinch-hit appearance.

“It’s different guys each night, but 
when you get them there, you’ve got-
ta score, and we’ve been able to do that 
here lately,” Dawson said.

Sophomore right-hander Logan 
Lowery stood among the biggest con-
tributors Friday, helping himself with 
two hits, including a double, and two 
RBIs.

Both came on the first pitch of the at 
bat.

“I’m just looking to attack early on 
whatever it is,” Lowery said.

That supported six sold innings on 
the mound following a tweak in his me-
chanics. Lowery scattered three runs 
on six hits and two walks while striking 
out four.

Catoctin senior center fielder Ma-
son Ferrell had two hits, including a 
third-inning RBI single, and senior 
catcher Zach Williams cranked an RBI 
double to left field in the sixth.

Ravens pick edge 
Young in 2nd round
The Ravens took Missouri 

edge rusher Zion Young on Fri-
day night in the second round of 
the NFL draft with the 45th pick. 
Young, who is 6-foot-6 and 262 
pounds, earned first-team All-
SEC last season.

Freshman Ricketts saves day for Roaders
(Continued from B1)

Late game
 Friday night’s Red 

Sox-Orioles game ended 
too late for publication.

UP NEXT
 What: Red Sox 

at Orioles 
 When: Noon 
 TV: MASN


