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By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

HAGERSTOWN — Step for 
step, beat for beat, inning for 
inning, Brunswick Railroaders 
Little League and North East 
Little League matched each 
other.

When Brunswick scored 
three runs in the top of the third 
inning, North East matched 
in the bottom half. The same 
was true when Brunswick 
pulled ahead in the sixth, only 
for North East to bounce right 
back, plate the tying run and 
force extra innings.

That’s when the pattern 
broke.

With one out in the top of 
the seventh, Brunswick at-
tempted to swipe the go-ahead 
run on a wild pitch. But North 
East cut it down on a bang-
bang play at the plate.

In the bottom of the inning, 
North East automatic runner 
Jaxon Williamson attempted to 
scamper home on a wild pitch, 
too. This time, Williamson slid 
safely and ended Brunswick’s 
brief run at the Maryland State 

Little League Tournament.
Brunswick fell 5-4 in walk-

off fashion Monday evening at 
Halfway National Little League, 
capping an evenly matched 
game that was the final entry in 

a litany of close contests for the 
Railroaders during their run to 
this point.

“We knew it was gonna be 
tough to get through here,” 
Brunswick manager Cory 

Rhodes said. “Two extremely 
tight games, and just ended up 
on the wrong side.”

It was Brunswick’s fourth 
straight one-run game span-
ning the district and state tour-
naments, three of which went 
to extra innings.

That includes both games 
at the state tourney, following 
Saturday’s 8-7 defeat to Berlin 
Little League in the opener.

“I was proud of the way that 
our guys battled,” Rhodes said. 
“We had a chance at the end, 
and it just didn’t fall our way.”

Indeed, Brunswick never 
trailed until North East scored 
the walk-off run but couldn’t 
bury its opponent to keep its 
season alive.

After the Brunswick runner 
was thrown out at the plate in 
the seventh, left fielder Cam-
den Smith blasted a triple to 
give his team another shot. 

Logano regains swagger 
with NASCAR Cup win in NC
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Sports
UP NEXT

 What: Orioles at Red Sox 
 When: 7 p.m. 
 TV: MASN

LITTLE LEAGUE

ON THE WEB
 View a photo gallery:  

fredericknewspost.com/
sports

By KEVIN REYNOLDS
The Baltimore Banner

Even for the close observer of the 
Commanders, training camp will be a 
learning curve this year.

There will be many new faces arriv-
ing in Ashburn, Virginia, when camp 
begins this week. New coordinators, 
new position coaches and plenty of new 
players.

It means there will be more than a 
few positions up for grabs as Washing-
ton readies for its season opener in Phil-
adelphia. Here are some of the most 
pivotal ones.

Edge rusher
With the hefty contract general man-

ager Adam Peters handed to Odafe 
Oweh, there is no doubt who leads the 
edge rusher competition. Armed with 
a four-year, $100 million deal, Oweh is 
Washington’s answer to its pass rush 
woes in 2025.

But the Commanders need more 
than just Oweh to get after the quarter-
back. That was evidenced by their mea-
sly pass rush success rate last year (36%) 
and overall lack of sacks.

At the moment, Washington is trying 
to figure out who will back up Oweh.

Dorance Armstrong and Javontae 
Jean-Baptiste are angling for the job. 
In a normal year, Armstrong’s 5.5 sacks 
in 2025 would make him a near lock to 
be in the mix. But he tore his ACL mid-
way through the year, and Washington 
needs to see his form in training camp. 
To make matters more complicated, 
it is a contract year for Armstrong — 
the final season of a three-year deal he 
signed in 2024.

On the other side of the defensive 
line, Washington has Javon Kinlaw 
and Ricky Barber as pass rush options. 
Throw in Drake Jackson and the Com-
manders have plenty of players with just 
a few spots.

Kinlaw might have said it best about 
Washington’s glut of edge rushers.

“We got some motherf-----s now,” 
Kinlaw said.

It will be a busy camp for getting after 
the quarterback.

3 most 
intriguing 
position 
battles
Training camp starts 
this week in Virginia

COMMANDERS

By LES CARPENTER
The Washington Post

Before the United States 
could have its first World 
Cup, it needed its second 
pro soccer league.

In the late 1980s, be-
fore FIFA awarded the U.S. 
the 1994 World Cup, Amer-
ican officials had to promise 
FIFA it would create a pro-
fessional league.

That wouldn’t be easy. 
The previous attempt, the 
North American Soccer 
League, had fallen apart in 

1985 after 18 years in busi-
ness. But FIFA expected 
a league, so as the sport’s 
American governing body, 
the U.S. Soccer Fed-
eration, began plan-
ning a World Cup, it 
also was building Ma-
jor League Soccer. In 
1996, two years af-
ter the globe’s biggest 
soccer stars had gone 
home, MLS played its first 
matches.

“The legacy of 1994 was 
a league, but it didn’t hap-
pen organically; it hap-

pened contractually,” re-
called Doug Logan, the first 
MLS commissioner.

Soccer bloomed in the 
U.S. after the 1994 tour-
nament. Nowhere is 
this more apparent 
than in the rise of the 
MLS, which went from 
10 teams in its first sea-
son to 30 today, most 

of which play in soc-
cer-only stadiums built over 
the past two decades.

But the impact of the 
country’s second World 
Cup, which ended Sunday 

when Spain outlasted Ar-
gentina to cap the tourna-
ment, is harder to predict. 
Exciting matches with stun-
ning finishes have captivat-
ed television audiences. Star 
players have become even 
more popular, and the de-
bate that followed the U.S. 
team’s loss in the Round 
of 16 shows the country is 
more engaged than ever 
with soccer.

Yet in a country with two 
thriving pro leagues, the 
MLS and NWSL, and robust 
youth organizations coast to 
coast, the changes are un-

What impact will this World Cup have here?
It might be less obvious than how 1994 event changed US soccer

Associated Press

Spain’s Ferran Torres celebrates scoring the lone goal 
in Sunday’s World Cup final against Argentina in East 
Rutherford, N.J.(See IMPACT B2)

(See INTRIGUING B2)

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Brunswick pitcher Brantley Mobley, right, reacts to North East’s 
Jaxon Williamson scoring the winning run Monday.

Rough end for Roaders

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Brunswick catcher Jack Rhodes, left, attempts to tag North East runner Hudson Crockett at the plate Monday in an elimination game of 
the Maryland State Little League Tournament in Hagerstown. Crockett was safe on the play.

Brunswick eliminated after North East ekes out extra-inning victory
 State Tournament:  

North East 5, Brunswick 4 

By KEN POWTAK
Associated Press

BOSTON — Caleb 
Durbin hit a tiebreaking ho-
mer over the Green Monster 
with two outs in the eighth 
inning, and the Boston 
Red Sox extended the sec-
ond-longest winning streak 
in club history to 14 games, 
beating Baltimore 6-5 on 
Monday night to snap the 

Orioles’ season-best win 
streak at seven.

The Red Sox would 
match a club record with a 
win Tuesday night. Boston 
won 15 straight in 1946 on 
a team led by future Hall of 
Famer Ted Williams.

Christian Encarna-
cion-Strand, recalled from 
Triple-A four days ago, 
homered and hit a run-scor-
ing single for the Orioles, 
who committed four errors 
and allowed two unearned 
runs.

Durbin connected on a 
one-strike cutter from Tyler 
Wells (2-2), setting off a cel-
ebration by teammates in 
front of Boston’s dugout.

Garrett Whitlock (5-1) 
worked a perfect eighth, and 
Aroldis Chapman picked 
up his 22nd save when Ty-
ler O’Neill lined to short 
with runners on second and 
third to end it.

In a back-and-forth 
game, Baltimore took the 
lead for the third time in the 
seventh when O’Neill hit an 

(See ROUGH B2)

Associated Press

The Red Sox’s Tsung-Che Cheng, right, dives home to score 
on a double by Ceddanne Rafaela as Orioles catcher Sam Huff 
chases the ball during the seventh inning Monday.

Battle of streaks goes to BoSox
Durbin sends Boston to 14th straight, halting Baltimore’s run at 7 in a row

(See STREAKS B2)


