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Ronald (Ron) Allan Lindstrom
Ronald (Ron) Allan Lind-

strom, 79, longtime resident 
of Middletown, Maryland, 
passed from this life on 
Thursday, Jan. 8, 2026, at Al-
fred House, III in Rockville, 
MD. He was the beloved 
husband of Susan Lind-
strom for 48 years.

Born on June 25, 1946, 
in Santa Monica, CA, he 
was the son of the late Allan 
John and Dorothy (Baker) 
Lindstrom.

Ron was a 1964 gradu-
ate of James Monroe High 
school. He proudly served 
his country in the U.S. Army. 
Ron began his career after 
leaving the Army as a soft-
ware engineer and one of his 
proudest accomplishments 
was writing the software for 
the 1st blue tooth. Ronald 
enjoyed traveling, watercol-
or painting and most impor-
tantly spending time with his 
family and friends.

In addition to his wife, he 
is survived by his grandchil-
dren, Preston, Wyatt, and 
Reagan Lindstrom; sister 
Christina Lindstrom

He was preceded in 
death by his son Joey Lind-
strom and his brother Law-
rence Lindstrom.

A celebration of Ronald’s 
life journey will take place at 
a later date.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Jesse Remsberg
Jesse Lee Remsberg 

(“Big Daddy”), 54, of Bruns-
wick, Maryland, passed 
away on Jan. 16, 2026. He 
was born on July 30, 1971, 
in Frederick, Maryland.

Jesse was known for 
his big heart and love for 
the simple joys in life. 
He enjoyed grilling, fish-
ing, riding, and spend-
ing time hanging out with 
his friends. He cherished 
his family deeply and took 
great pride in being a fa-
ther and grandfather. To 
those who knew him best, 
he was larger than life—
earning the nickname “Big 
Daddy” through his per-
sonality, loyalty, and love.

He is survived by his 
son, Jesse Remsberg Jr., 
and daughter, Brooke 
Remsberg; his two be-
loved grandchildren, Av-
ery Remsberg (“May May”) 
and Camden Remsberg; 
his sister, Phyliss Polkey, 
and Randy Vanderender; 
his girlfriend, Janet Lakin; 

his spoiled cat, Romeo; and 
many other loving family 
members and friends.

Jesse was preceded in 
death by his parents, Au-
gustus and Wilma Rems-
berg of Jefferson, Maryland; 
his grandparents, Melvin 
and Violet Remsberg of Jef-
ferson, Maryland, and Wil-
liam and Elsie Welch of Vir-
ginia.

Jesse will be deep-
ly missed and forever re-
membered by all who 
knew and loved him. Ride 
on forever Pops!

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By HARRISON SMITH
The Washington Post

As a young girl in the Jim Crow-era 
South, Gladys West passed the time 
counting fenceposts, dreaming of life 
beyond her family farm south of Rich-
mond.

Each day, she walked three miles to 
a segregated one-room schoolhouse 
with a leaky roof and a solitary, un-
derpaid teacher. And each way, there 
and back, she counted the fenceposts 
along the road, discovering that she 
had an aptitude for numbers that 
would help her bridge the distance be-
tween poverty and opportunity, be-
tween a life working in the fields and 
a career helping society advance be-
yond its limits.

Dr. West, who died Jan. 17 at 95, 
used her mathematical skills to be-
come a barrier-breaking researcher 
for the Navy, mastering a bulky super-
computer known as Stretch while cal-
culating satellite orbits and developing 
a precise model of the Earth’s surface. 
Her research laid the groundwork for 
the Global Positioning System, GPS, a 
technology that has made getting lost 
a thing of the past. Thanks in part to 
Dr. West, anyone with a smartphone 
— or a receiver-equipped car, airplane 
or boat — can navigate easily from one 
place to the next, without having to 
stop to ask for directions.

Without the mathematical model 
that she and her team helped develop, 
“the extraordinary positioning, nav-
igation, and timing accuracy of GPS 
would be impossible to achieve,” the 
U.S. Space Force said in an online bi-
ography of Dr. West, who was named 
one of the military’s Space and Missile 
Pioneers in 2018.

“I have to be honest with you, it’s 
mind-boggling that they pulled it off,” 
said Reza Malek-Madani, a retired 
mathematics professor at the U.S. Na-
val Academy, who interviewed Dr. 
West for a 2021 paper on her work. “We 
are finding, now, that GPS finds our 
position within a few meters of where 
we are. Just the fact that we can come 
within the scale of a kilometer, say, was 
a significant accomplishment.”

Dr. West’s achievement was all the 
more remarkable given that she faced 
twin prejudices, as an African Amer-
ican and as a woman, from the out-
set of her 42-year career at the Naval 

Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Di-
vision. When she was hired in 1956 at 
the base on the lower Potomac, she 
was one of only four Black profession-
als there. The installation had recently 
integrated, and while it took years for 
the surrounding town to follow suit, 
she sought to pave the way for other 
African Americans, excelling at her job 
even as some co-workers refused to 
socialize with her.

“When many of my white col-
leagues saw me in the bathroom, they 
would get this look on their face like 
they had seen a ghost or something,” 
she wrote in her 2020 memoir, “It Be-
gan With a Dream.”

One of the base’s few other Black 
mathematicians, Ira West, became 
her husband, working on Navy mis-
sile programs while Dr. West conduct-
ed the classified research that contrib-
uted to GPS’s development in the late 
1970s and ’80s.

The program’s architects, includ-
ing scientists such as Bradford Parkin-
son, Roger Easton and Ivan Getting, 
gained recognition even as Dr. West’s 
name remained unknown. Her story 
mirrored that of mathematicians like 
Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson and 
Dorothy Vaughan — NASA staffers 
who, like Dr. West, were long margin-
alized because of their race and gen-
der, even as their calculations helped 
America win the space race.

After the work of her NASA con-
temporaries was featured in the 2016 
book and movie “Hidden Figures,” Dr. 
West stepped into the spotlight as well, 
aided by a fellow college sorority alum 
who wanted to help share her story. A 
2018 profile in the Fredericksburg, Vir-
ginia, Free Lance-Star was followed by 
a flurry of news coverage and a com-
mendation from the Virginia General 
Assembly, which passed a joint resolu-
tion honoring “her trailblazing career 
in mathematics and vital contribu-
tions to modern technology.” In 2021, 
she became the first woman to receive 
the Prince Philip Medal from Britain’s 
Royal Academy of Engineering.

“The Navy stands on the shoul-
ders of the geniuses that have been 
advancing our technology,” retired 
U.S. Navy Adm. Philip S. Davidson 
said in 2023, when Dr. West was hon-
ored in an awards ceremony at Dahl-
gren. “We’re standing on Dr. West’s 
shoulders,” he continued, “to exe-

cute the mission of the United States.”
The second of four children, Dr. 

West was born Gladys Mae Brown in 
Sutherland, Virginia, on Oct. 27, 1930. 
Her mother had a job at a tobacco fac-
tory, and her father worked for the rail-
road in addition to looking after the 
farm. Dr. West helped out by chopping 
wood, feeding chickens and joining in 
the tobacco harvest.

After graduating first in her class, 
she enrolled at Virginia State College, 
a historically Black institution (now 
a university) in the nearby town of 
Ettrick. She majored in math — she 
said she liked “the preciseness of it, the 
neatness of it” — and received a bach-
elor’s degree in 1952, followed by a 
master’s in 1955.

At Dahlgren, she helped calculate 
range tables for Navy weapons sys-
tems and joined an astronomical re-
search team that established the reg-
ularity of Pluto’s motion relative to 
Neptune. The project was said to re-
quire 5 billion arithmetic calculations 
and 100 hours of computing time.

By the late 1970s, she was using sat-
ellite data to develop a more accurate 
model of the Earth’s bumpy, irregular 
shape, one that accounted for varia-
tions in gravity and factored out the ef-
fects of the tides, winds and other forc-
es. The shape, known as the geoid, was 
lumpy and potatolike — far from the 
traditional image of Earth as a slight-
ly squashed sphere — and was further 
refined as GPS satellites took flight.

After her husband died in 2024, 
Dr. West moved to Fredericksburg to 
live with her daughter, Carolyn Ogles-
by. She died at her daughter’s home of 
complications from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, Oglesby said. In addition to her 
daughter, survivors include two sons, 
David and Michael West; seven grand-
children; and eight great-grandchil-
dren.

When it came to new technologies, 
Dr. West proved adaptive, using Zoom 
to chat with journalists during the pan-
demic and embracing digital innova-
tions that made computers ever small-
er. GPS, of all things, was an exception. 
The system didn’t offer the tactile ex-
perience of navigation that she had en-
joyed since childhood.

As she told a Virginia public tele-
vision interviewer in 2020, “I prefer 
maps.”
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Marilyn Castle
Marilyn Castle, 91, 

peacefully entered eternal 
life with her Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ on Jan. 28, 
2026, while surrounded by 
family within the comfort of 
her own home in Frederick, 
Maryland. She was born in 
Frederick on Feb. 26, 1934, 
the daughter of the late Paul 
Crum Sr., and Hallie Red-
mond Crum.

She married the love of 
her life, Russell L. Castle, in 
Dec. 1953. They celebrat-
ed 70 years of marriage to-
gether before his passing in 
Dec. 2024. Marilyn looked 
forward to (and is now cel-
ebrating) their glorious re-
union in Heaven.

Marilyn loved Jesus, and 
if you met her, she made 
sure you knew (and under-
stood) the importance of a 
relationship with Him. She 
loved, cared about, and 
prayed for everyone she met 
— a true example of some-
one who loved like Jesus.

Marilyn graduated from 
Frederick High School in 
1952 and worked as a sec-
retary at Fort Detrick for 
a number of years before 
staying home to love and 
raise her children. She tru-
ly believed that the adop-
tion of her children was part 
of God’s perfect plan for her 
life. In addition to her chil-
dren, she also spent much 
time loving and caring for 
her nieces and nephews. 
As her children grew, she 
realized that teaching was 
a calling for her, so she re-
turned to school to receive 
childcare and preschool 
certifications before teach-
ing three and four-year-old 
preschool for many years 
at The Children’s Center in 
Waterside.

Her biggest pride and 
joy was her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
Oh, how she loved being 
“Grandma” and “Mimis”! 
Those children were show-
ered with deep love and 
covered by constant prayer, 
and they all fondly recall 
fabulous vacations, outings, 
and endless times spent on 
the farm with their grand-
parents.

Many who remember 
Marilyn will recall her beau-
tiful soprano voice — a 
God-given gift that she used 
to honor Him. She was invit-
ed to “Hymn Sings” all over 
the county and was asked to 
sing “The Lord’s Prayer” at 
many weddings and funer-
als. She is most notably re-
membered for her rendition 
of “O Holy Night” that she 
sang on many Christmases 
over the years.

Marilyn had a servant’s 
heart and often served in 
her churches over the years, 
which included Parkway 
Church of God, Frederick 
Alliance Church, and Em-
manuel Alliance Church 

(now called New Design 
Church). She was a fabu-
lous choir director and a 
wonderful Sunday School 
teacher.

She is survived by her 
two children, Eugene Castle 
and wife Dorothy of Fred-
erick, and Mari Lynn Stal-
naker and husband Paul of 
Myersville; grandchildren, 
Bekki Castle, Zach Castle, 
Brandon Crockett, Josh-
ua Stalnaker (Rachel), and 
Jacob Stalnaker (Sarah); 
great-grandchildren, Cait-
lin Long, Chase Long, Ca-
lissa Bracken, and Raelyn 
Castle. She is also survived 
by her sisters-in-law, Emma 
LaBee Ragan and Helen 
Moore, plus several nieces 
and nephews. In addition 
to her parents and husband, 
she was preceded in death 
by her brothers, Charles and 
Paul Crum, and her sisters-
in-law, Francis and Dolly 
Crum.

All services for Marilyn 
Castle will be held on Sat-
urday, Feb. 7, 2026, at New 
Design Church, 7102 Ladd 
Lane, Frederick, Maryland 
21703. A viewing and visita-
tion will be held at 10 a.m., 
which will be followed by 
a service at 11 a.m. and a 
graveside service at Mount 
Olivet Cemetery immedi-
ately following the funeral. 
All are welcome to attend 
a luncheon at New Design 
Church following the inter-
ment. In place of flowers, 
donations may be made to 
the Future Faith Campaign 
at New Design Church:

https://tithe.ly/give_
new/www/#/tithely/give-
one-time/128792

“I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth, there is laid up 
for me the crown of righ-
teousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that day, 
and not only to me but also 
to all who have loved His 
appearing.”

2 Timothy 4:7-8 ESV

Mathematician Gladys West dies at 95. 
She was a hidden figure behind GPS.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Demond Wilson, who 

found fame in the 1970s play-
ing Lamont on “Sanford and 
Son” and went on to become a 
minister, has died. He was 79.

Mark Goldman, a publicist 
for Wilson, confirmed to The 
Associated Press that he died 
following complications from 
cancer on Friday.

“A devoted father, actor, 
author, and minister, Demond 
lived a life rooted in faith, 
service, and compassion. 
Through his work on screen, 
his writing, and his ministry, 
he sought to uplift others and 
leave a meaningful impact on 
the communities he served,” 
Goldman said in an emailed 
statement.

Wilson was best known as 
the son of Redd Foxx’s comi-
cally cantankerous Fred San-
ford character in a sitcom 
that was among the first to 
feature a mostly Black cast 

when it began airing in 1972.
The thoughtful Lamont 

had to put up with his junk-
yard owner father’s schemes, 
bigotry and insults — most fa-
mously, and repeatedly, “You 
big dummy!”

The show was a hit for its 
six seasons on NBC but ended 
when ABC offered Foxx a vari-
ety show.

Wilson was born in Valdo-
sta, Georgia, and grew up in 
the Harlem section of Man-
hattan, according to the biog-
raphy on his website.

He served in the U.S. Army 
in Vietnam and was wound-
ed there, and he returned to 
New York and acted on stage 
before heading to Hollywood.

A guest appearance on “All 
in the Family” in 1971 led to 
his best-known role. Norman 
Lear produced both shows.

Wilson told AP in 2022 that 
he got the role over comedian 
Richard Pryor.

“I said, ‘C’mon, you can’t 
put a comedian with a co-
median. You’ve got to have a 
straight man,’” he said he told 
the producers.

After “Sanford and Son” 
ended, Wilson starred in the 
shorter-lived comedies “Baby 
I’m Back” and “The New Odd 
Couple.” He later appeared 
in four episodes of the show 
“Girlfriends” in the 2000s, 
along with a handful of mov-
ie roles.

Though he returned to the 
screen at times, he told the 
Los Angeles Times in 1986 
that the acting life was not 
for him: “It wasn’t challeng-
ing. And it was emotionally 
exhausting because I had to 
make it appear that I was ex-
cited about what I was doing.”

Wilson became a minister 
in the 1980s.

He is survived by his wife, 
Cicely Wilson, and their six 
children.

Demond Wilson, who played Lamont on ‘Sanford and Son,’ dies at 79

Associated Press file photo

Actor Demond Wilson participates in a CBS “Face the Nation” discussion on 
school prayer on May 5, 1984, in Washington.


