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Thomas Dixon Sr.
Thomas Eugene “Bubby” 

Dixon Sr., 90, of Knoxville, 
MD passed away Thursday, 
Dec. 4, 2025 at his residence 
under the care of Hospice.

Born Oct. 31, 1935 in 
Brunswick, MD, he was the 
son of the late Paul and Bes-
sie Dixon.

He was of the Christian 
faith and a veteran of the US 
Army.

“Bubby” was a grad-
uate of Brunswick High 
School, Class of 1953. He 
and his wife, Patricia, loved 
to dance, since they were 
married. He loved hunting, 
fishing and sports. He was 
an avid Dallas Cowboys and 
Boston Red Socks fan.

He is survived by his son, 
Thomas Dixon, Jr. of Pleas-
antville, MD, his daugh-
ter, Sandra Arnold and hus-
band, Tim of Spring Hill, 
FL, six grandchildren, 7 
great-grandchildren and 
numerous nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife of 
57 years, Patricia Ann Dix-

on, and two brothers, Paul 
Dixon and Robert Dixon.

Services will be held at 
11 a.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 
10, 2025 at Eackles-Spencer 
& Norton Funeral Home, 
256 Halltown Road, Harpers 
Ferry, WV with Pastor Joe 
Goetz officiating.

Interment will follow in 
Samples Manor Cemetery.

The family will receive 
friends at the funeral home 
on Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025 
from 6-8 pm.

Condolences to the fam-
ily may be expressed at 
www.eackles-spencerfu-
neralhome.com

Sandra A. McKenzie
Mrs. Sandra Alberta 

McKenzie, 81, of Frederick, 
Md., died peacefully on Fri-
day, Nov. 28, 2025, at Kline 
Hospice House. She was 
the beloved wife of the late 
Wayne McKenzie.

Born on Sept. 13, 1944, 
in Salisbury, Pa., she was 
the daughter of the late Hu-
bert and Dorothy (Housel) 
Swauger.

Surviving are her son 
Greg McKenzie; daugh-
ter-in-law Stacy McKenzie; 
grandchildren: Jake McK-
enzie and Haley McKen-
zie. She is also survived 
by her brothers and sis-
ters: Joe Swauger, Shir-
ley Kyle, and Linda Arnold; 
and many nieces and neph-
ews. She is preceded in 
death by a brother and sis-
ter: John Swauger and Nan-
cy (Swauger) Boyce.

Sandy worked in the 
banking industry for many 
years until her retirement. 
She loved bingo, soap op-
eras, the Game Show Net-
work, French vanilla, and 
her dogs: Chico and Mickey. 
She loved her son Greg McK-
enzie, who she lived with at 

the time of her passing. She 
loved her grandchildren Jake 
and Haley McKenzie. She 
loved visits from her friends 
and nieces. Most of all she 
loved her husband Wayne 
McKenzie, who she will be 
reunited with.

A private celebration 
of life will be held for her 
family at a later date in her 
hometown of Grantsville, 
Md. Memorial contribu-
tions can be made to Fred-
erick County Hospice.

Online condolences may 
be shared with her fami-
ly on our website at www.
molesworthwilliams.com

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
DALLAS — Tom Hicks, the Tex-

as businessman and philanthropist 
who owned two Dallas-area profes-
sional sports franchises and an En-
glish Premier League soccer team, 
has died. He was 79.

Spokesperson Lisa LeMaster said 
in statement that Hicks died peace-
fully Saturday in Dallas surrounded 
by family.

Hicks owned the NHL’s Dallas 
Stars from 1995–2011, winning the 
Stanley Cup in 1999. He also owned 
baseball’s Texas Rangers from 1998–
2010, a period when they won three 
American West Division titles and 
made their first World Series ap-
pearance just months after the team 
was sold. In 2007, he acquired a 50% 
stake in Liverpool.

“Being shoulder to shoulder with 
him was always about more than 
ballparks and stadiums, though,” 
Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones 
said in a statement. “It was about 
personal respect, trust and friend-
ship. We shared a lot of miles togeth-
er, and I’ll miss him greatly. My heart 
goes out to his family.”

Hicks co-founded Hicks & Haas 
in 1984 and Hicks, Muse, Tate & 
Furst in 1989, helping reshape pri-
vate equity and investing strategy.

“Tom Hicks was an innovative 
businessman and a pioneer in pri-
vate equity,” fellow Texas busi-
nessman Ross Perot Jr. said in a 
statement. “He combined his com-
mitment to business and sports 
through his ownership of the Stars 
and the Rangers.”

One of Hicks’ most notable mo-
ments with the Rangers came 25 
years ago at baseball’s winter meet-
ings in Dallas, when the team signed 
Alex Rodriguez, then a 25-year-old 
All-Star shortstop, to a $252 million, 
10-year contract in free agency.

A-Rod’s deal at the time was $2 
million more than Hicks had paid to 
buy the entire team only 2 1/2 years 
earlier. It also then doubled the pre-
vious record for a sports contract, 
the $126 million, six-year agreement 
in October 1997 between forward 
Kevin Garnett and the NBA’s Minne-
sota Timberwolves.

Rodriguez led the American 
League in homers in all three of his 
seasons with the Rangers. He hit 156 
homers in that span while the team’s 
overall record was 216-270. He was 
traded to the New York Yankees at 
the start of spring training in 2004.

The Rangers’ first World Series 
appearance in October 2010 came 
after the team was bought that Au-
gust by an ownership group that 
then included Hall of Fame pitcher 
Nolan Ryan. After an initial agree-
ment to buy the team from Hicks at 
that start of that year, a messy bank-
ruptcy case ensued before the group 
finally acquired it at auction with a 
bid valued at $590 million.

The Stars, the NHL franchise that 
moved from Minnesota before the 
1993-94 season, became the league’s 
first champion from the Sun Belt 
when they raised the Stanley Cup in 
1999 after beating Buffalo in Game 
6. They made the Stanley Cup Final 
again the following season, losing a 
six-game series to New Jersey.

Brett Hull scored the Cup-win-
ning goal for the Stars in 1999. Hicks 
had signed him to a $17 million, 
three-year contract in free agency 
the previous summer after Hull had 
been an All-Star in seven of his pre-
vious 11 seasons with the St. Louis 
Blues.

Before the 2001-02 season, the 
Stars moved a few blocks in down-

town Dallas, from Reunion Arena to 
the American Airlines Center where 
the team still plays and shares with 
the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks. The 
Stars, too, went into bankruptcy be-
fore being acquired by Canadian 
businessman Tom Gaglardi in 2011.

The Stars in a statement Sunday 
lauded the team’s unprecedented 
on-ice success under Hicks’ owner-
ship.

“He also played an instrumental 
role in the development and plan-
ning of the American Airlines Cen-
ter, along with the grassroots growth 
of hockey through the creation of 
numerous StarCenter facilities,” the 
team said. “Our franchise would not 
be in the position we are today with-
out the ownership of Mr. Hicks. His 
legacy will be honored by our fran-
chise for decades to come.”

Hicks served as paratrooper in 
the Army Reserves and was Com-
missioner of the American Battle 
Monuments Commission. He served 
on the University of Texas’s Board of 
Regents from 1994 to 1999.

Hicks is survived by his wife of 35 
years, Cinda Cree Hicks, and his six 
children — Thomas Ollis Hicks Jr., 
Mack Hardin Hicks, John Alexander 
Hicks, Robert Bradley Hicks, William 
Cree Hicks and Catherine Forgrave 
Hicks.

His children released a joint state-
ment, saying:

“Of everything he accomplished 
in his remarkable life, Tom Hicks’s 
most cherished title was, ‘Dad.’ No 
matter the trials and tribulations 
he faced in life, he was constant in 
his generosity and love for his fam-
ily. He remains a guiding force for 
our family, and we are deeply hon-
ored to continue expanding his leg-
acy. Although we are devastated by 
this loss, we are profoundly grateful 
to have been his children.”

The Rangers in a statement Sun-
day described Hicks as “a passion-
ate and competitive owner and Tex-
as Rangers fan. The club extends its 
thoughts and prayers to Mr. Hicks’ 
wife Cinda, his six children and his 
entire family as they mourn a leg-
endary Texas businessman, philan-
thropist, and sportsman.”

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By DÁNICA COTO 
Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Rafa-
el Ithier, a beloved musician and a 
founder of the legendary salsa band 
El Gran Combo de Puerto Rico, 
whose hits have inspired Bad Bunny 
and other icons from the U.S. territo-
ry and beyond, has died. He was 99.

An attorney for the Ithier fami-
ly, Víctor Rivera, confirmed the mu-
sician’s death to radio station WKAQ 
late Saturday. The cause of death 
wasn’t immediately clear.

“Puerto Rico has lost a giant, a 
man whose life was dedicated to el-
evating our identity through the art 
and rhythm that distinguishes us to 
the world,” said Marlese Sifre, may-
or of Ponce. “Rafael Ithier Natal was 
not only the founder and musical di-
rector of one of our cultural pillars, El 
Gran Combo de Puerto Rico, but he 
was also an example of discipline, ex-
cellence, and deep love for our land.”

Ithier was a self-taught pianist, 
arranger, composer, music produc-
er and orchestra conductor of what 
many consider was the best salsa or-
chestra in the world.

Born in San Juan and raised in the 
working-class community of Río Pie-
dras, Ithier lost his father at 8 years old.

He embraced music at an early 
age, picking up the guitar at 10 years 
old, which he played at a corner store 
for tips, according to the National 
Foundation for Popular Culture, a lo-
cal nonprofit.

By 14, he left school for econom-
ic reasons and found jobs where he 
could. A year later, he joined his first 
musical group, Conjunto Hawaiano, 
and learned to play the Cuban tres 
and the double bass. He later learned 
to play the piano and taught himself 
how to read sheet music.

In his mid-20s, Ithier joined the 
U.S. Army and was stationed in Ko-
rea. He later traveled to New York and 
formed “The Borinqueneers Mambo 
Kings,” named after the 65th Infan-
try Regiment of Puerto Rico, the re-
nowned all-Hispanic and segregated 
Army unit that received medals for its 
service in World Wars I and II and the 
Korean War.

Ithier eventually moved back to 
Puerto Rico and joined Cortijo y Su 
Combo, only to nearly give up his 
musical career after their legendary 
singer, Ismael Rivera, was arrested.

Ithier planned to study law but 
was convinced otherwise by two Cu-

ban brothers who helped found El 
Gran Combo. On the group’s open-
ing night, in May 1962 at the Rock’n 
Roll Club in Bayamón, Ithier took to 
the piano and, “the rest is history,” ac-
cording to the National Foundation 
for Popular Culture.

Ithier led El Gran Combo for more 
than half a century with his trade-
mark smile and black mustache. He 
confessed to Primera Hora newspa-
per in a 2016 interview at 90 years old 
that he was “shy” about celebrations.

Ithier attributed the orchestra’s 
success to not just luck but to the 
discipline he learned while in the 
Army.

“I learned to be a man and to obey 
an order. That discipline is what I ap-
ply to my life, and what I base my life 
on,” he was quoted as saying.

Under him, El Gran Combo at-
tracted so many musicians who even-
tually became famous that it was 
nicknamed “the University of Salsa.” 
Among the legendary singers who 
were part of the orchestra was Charlie 
Aponte, who wrote on social media 
that “For mi, Rafa was and will con-
tinue to be like a father.”

“He taught us and demanded re-
sponsibility, discipline and profes-
sionalism in our work; if you want-
ed to belong to the group, you had 

to meet those standards. He made 
us all better human beings,” Apon-
te wrote.

The orchestra played on five con-
tinents, issued more than 40 albums 
and became known for hits includ-
ing “Jala Jala,” “Me Liberé,” “Y No 
Hago Más Ná,” and “Un Verano en 
Nueva York,” which inspired one of 
Bad Bunny ’s most popular songs, 
“Nuevayol.”

Salsa fans were in mourning on 
Sunday as news about Ithier’s death 
spread.

“Ithier is one of those immortals 
who has brought glory to our coun-
try. An exemplary man, self-taught, 
with a strong and frank personali-
ty, who imprinted his down-to-earth 
style on all his struggles, feats and 
exploits,” said Agustín Montañez All-
man, Puerto Rico’s government ad-
vocate for veteran affairs.

Puerto Rico Gov. Jenniffer Colón 
also mourned Ithier as she an-
nounced that the island would soon 
hold an official mourning date.

“His legacy transcends borders 
and lives on through generations. 
Thank you so much, maestro,” she 
said in a statement.

Ithier leaves behind a wife and 
five children.
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Gene Fogle Sr.
Mr. Gene Sylvester Fogle 

Sr., 82, of Frederick passed 
away on Wednesday, Dec. 
3, 2025. He was the loving 
husband to Harlene Fogle.

Born Dec. 27, 1942 in 
Woodsboro, he was the son 
of the late Austin and Mary 
Devilbiss Fogle.

Gene was a generous 
soul who would do any-
thing for anybody. He 
owned and operated H.M. 
Fogle Septic Tank Business 
for several years in addition 
to working as a plumber 
and maintenance for FCPS, 
where he retired. Gene 
was a jack of all trades and 
could fix almost anything. 
Gene was a member of the 
American Legion (Woods-
boro) and the Redmen 
Club (Frederick).

In addition to his wife, 
Gene is survived by his 
children, Harlene Jackson, 
Sharon Tyeryar, Harvey 
Snoots Jr. (Lisa), Sally Fo-
gle, Carolyn Austin, Gene 
Van Riper and Roger Van 
Riper, 21 grandchildren, 
numerous great-grand-
children, sisters, Patsy Fo-
gle and Linda Fogle, broth-
ers, Larry Fogle (Mary), Tex 
Fogle (Carol), Tom Fogle 
(Phyllis), numerous nieces 
and nephews.

Gene was preceded in 
death by daughter Gidget 
Tyeryar (Mitch) and son-
in-law, Richard Tyeryar, 
siblings, Doreen Heffner, 
Treva Speak, Betty Fogle, 

Delores Fogle and Arthur 
Fogle.

The immediate family 
may privately view Mr. Fo-
gle from 10 to 11 a.m. and 
the family will receive guest 
from 11 a.m. to noon, on 
Friday, Dec.12, 2025 at the 
Keeney & Basford Funer-
al Home, 106 E. Church 
Street, Frederick. The fu-
neral service will follow at 
noon. Interment will be 
at Rocky Hill Cemetery, 
Woodsboro. There will be 
a gathering after the buri-
al that will be announced at 
the funeral.

Online condolences 
may be shared at www.kee-
neybasford.com.

Puerto Rico salsa giant Rafael Ithier, 
who led El Gran Combo, dies at 99

Associated Press file photo

Rafael Ithier of El Gran Combo de Puerto Rico accepts the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the Lifetime Achievement and Trustees Awards 
presentation at the Ka Theater in the MGM Grand Hotel on Nov. 18, 2015, in Las 
Vegas.

Tom Hicks, the Texas businessman who owned 
Stars, Rangers and Liverpool teams, dies at 79

Associated Press file photo

Tom Hicks, the former owner of the 
Texas Rangers and Dallas Stars during 
an NHL hockey game in Dallas on Oct. 
29, 2011.


