
The Frederick News-Post - 03/26/2026 Page : B01

March 27, 2026 7:37 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

BRUNSWICK — There may 
be no younger boys lacrosse 
team in Frederick County than 
Brunswick.

The Railroaders’ aver-
age age is 15½ years old. Ten 
of their 21 varsity players are 
freshmen. Sophomore mid-
fielder Logan Kisselbach is the 
most experienced voice among 
his teammates and coaches.

It’s the sign of a rebuilding 
program, one that reeled last 
season after two alleged sexu-
al assaults led to the arrests of 
five players and two lawsuits 
filed against several school of-
ficials.

“We’re young, but we’re 
learning. It’s gonna be a tough 
run,” Roaders interim head 
coach David Spiezio said af-

ter their 17-5 home win over 
Tuscarora on Wednesday. “We 
were on the other end of this 
yesterday.”

Spiezio stepped in to tem-
porarily lead the squad as a 
“Plan B,” he said, with no la-
crosse background but an ex-
tensive history in Brunswick 
athletics.

He often uses Kisselbach as 
a guide.

“He knows more lacrosse 
than I’ve ever watched,” Spiezio 
said. “I lean on him a lot in 
practice. If he comes up with a 
suggestion, we talk it out, and 

By JACOB CALVIN MEYER
Baltimore Sun

SARASOTA, Fla. — Samuel Ba-
sallo’s eyes got wide as he listened 
to the question about his team-
mate.

Basallo, the Orioles’ 21-year-old 
slugging sensation, is entering his 
first full season in the big leagues. 
He signed a $67 million contract 
extension shortly after his debut 
in August, and that deal implicit-
ly made him one of the faces of the 
franchise.

However, one of the other fran-
chise cornerstones plays the same 

position as Basallo.
“Adley’s a superstar,” Basallo 

said matter-of-factly. “To do what 
he’s been able to do in his career is 
impressive. He’s 
incredible. He’s 
just such a great 
player.”

When the Ori-
oles signed Ba-
sallo to his ex-
tension, some 
people outside the organization 
made it about Adley Rutschman, 
who was seen as the savior during 
the rebuild and initially lived up to 
that hype before slumping through 

an injury-riddled 2025 season. 
Rutschman is two years away from 
free agency, and there was even 
a dubious report that the Orioles 
would trade him in the offseason. 
But Basallo’s extension was simply 
an opportunity for a young play-
er and a team to minimize risk on 
both sides, rather than a statement 
about another player.

In fact, having Rutschman 
and Basallo as a “catching tan-
dem,” as president of baseball op-
erations Mike Elias has called it, 
could give Baltimore a leg up on its 
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Sports

UP NEXT
 What: Twins 

at Orioles 
 When: 3 p.m. 
 TV: MASN

BOYS LACROSSE

 Brunswick 17, Tuscarora 5

SOFTBALL

 Catoctin 2, Linganore 0

By ANDREW GOLDEN
The Baltimore Banner

The Nationals’ 26-man roster is 
set ahead of opening day against 
the Chicago Cubs at Wrigley Field.

Washington acquired infield-
er Jorbit Vivas in a trade with the 
New York Yankees on Sunday af-
ternoon, but most of Washington’s 
roster spots were decided before 
the team left West Palm Beach. 
With Vivas, the Nationals will car-
ry seven infielders and four out-
fielders.

The final spots in the bullpen 
were decided on Tuesday when 
the Nationals made three moves: 

optioned right-handed pitcher 
Orlando Ribalta to Triple-A Roch-
ester, placed Paxton Schultz on 
the 15-day injured list with right 
elbow inflammation and selected 
the contract of left-handed pitcher 
Cionel Pérez.

To clear space for Pérez, the 
Nationals placed Josiah Gray on 
the 60-day injured list with a right 
flexor strain.

Expect this roster to change 
drastically as the season progress-
es. But for now, here’s who will be 
lined up along the first-base line in 
Chicago on Thursday afternoon.

Catchers: Drew Millas and 
Keibert Ruiz

Ruiz has been the team’s ev-
eryday catcher since he signed 
an eight-year, $50 million con-
tract in 2023. But Ruiz has under-
performed. This season could be 
his final chance to show he de-
serves regular playing time. Millas 
should get more reps than he has 
in seasons prior. Catching pros-
pect Harry Ford, who will open 
the season in Triple-A Rochester, 
could come knocking down the 
door soon.

Infielders: CJ Abrams, Andrés 
Chaparro, Luis García Jr., Brady 
House, Nasim Nuñez, José Tena 
and Jorbit Vivas

Abrams will be penciled in at 
shortstop; the infield configura-
tion around him will vary based 

on starting pitcher matchups. 
Against lefties, expect Chapar-
ro at first and García Jr. at second. 
García will shift to first against 
righties and Nuñez — the team’s 
best infield defender — will play 
second. House will likely get the 
majority of the reps at third base 
but Vivas could get some starts 
against righties, too. Tena is the 
odd infielder out.

Outfielders: Daylen Lile, Joey 
Wiemer, James Wood and Jacob 
Young

These four outfielders on the 
opening day roster would’ve been 
a surprise at the start of camp. 
Dylan Crews and Robert Hassell 

After trade, Nats set 26-man opening day roster
Washington starts season with 7 infielders, 4 outfielders

Associated Press

Outfielder James Wood is one of the 
Nationals’ top hitters.

Baltimore boasts rare star catching duo
‘The talent is unmatched’ between Birds’ Rutschman, Basallo

Associated Press

Samuel Basallo is set for his first 
full big league season.

Associated Press

Adley Rutschman hopes to bounce 
back from a down season.

(See NATS B3)

(See CATCHING B2)

Cougars’ 
Stambaugh 
survives 
nerves to 
blank LHS
Sophomore gets through 
tricky 7th to cap shutout

By JOHN CANNON
jcannon@newspost.com

With two runners on and two outs in 
the bottom of the seventh Wednesday, 
Catoctin sophomore pitcher Caitlynn 
Stambaugh was on the verge of a rare 
accomplishment — shutting out Lin-
ganore, traditionally one of Frederick 
County’s top teams.

Even former Cougars ace Taylor 
Smith, who graduated after last season, 
hadn’t done this. Nobody had since Ur-
bana’s Delainey Quartucci blanked the 
Lancers on April 9, 2024, Linganore’s 
only shutout loss in the past five sea-
sons.

Only problem was, Stambaugh had 
to face Bradyn MacKay, one of the coun-
ty’s most dangerous hitters, with the ty-
ing run on first. MacKay had already sin-
gled and bashed one of the day’s hardest 
hit balls, a liner snagged by center field-
er Bralyn West, so one of her swings was 
fully capable of spoiling the shutout, ty-
ing the game or worse.

“It was a lot of nerves, of course, be-
cause you want something so bad,” 
Stambaugh said. “I had trust in my de-
fense, they made me look amazing to-
day. I wouldn’t have looked as good as 
I did if I didn’t have them.”

So, Stambaugh made use of her field-
ers one final time, getting MacKay to fly 
out to West to close out Catoctin’s 2-0 
win over the host Lancers.

Catoctin improves to 2-0, and Stam-
baugh has both of those wins, with the 
first one coming in relief. Using more 
than one pitcher is a luxury the Cou-
gars enjoy, since their staff includes re-
liable hurlers in senior Kassidy Kreitz 
and sophomore Ryleigh Hammond, but 
Stambaugh went the distance.

“Sometimes this early in the season, 
kids don’t go the full seven,” said Cou-
gars coach Jessica Valentine, who plans 

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Brunswick goalie Jackson Mills, left, knocks the ball away from the goal as Tuscarora’s Jodan Le, right, and Brunswick’s Colton Gdowski 
watch in the first quarter Wednesday at Brunswick High School.

Rebuilding Roaders roll

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Brunswick’s Luke Williams, left, congratulates Logan Kisselbach 
after one of Kisselbach’s goals in the second quarter of 
Wednesday’s game against Tuscarora at Brunswick High School.

ON THE WEB
 View a photo gallery:  

fredericknewspost.com/
sports

Following sophomore Kisselbach’s lead, 
freshman-filled Brunswick beats Titans

(See ROADERS B2)(See STAMBAUGH B2)
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By TIM REYNOLDS
AP Basketball Writer

NEW YORK — The NBA 
has finally decided to con-
sider expanding past its cur-
rent 30-team footprint, with 
the league’s owners voting 
Wednesday to start explor-
ing the process of adding 
franchises in Las Vegas and 
Seattle.

It was not a surprise 
move; expansion has been a 
consideration for years, and 
it’s been clear for some time 
that those two cities — both 
with longstanding ties to the 
NBA — are the ones that are 
now a significant step clos-
er toward joining the league.

Las Vegas, the league’s 
summer home for years 
and site of the first NBA Cup 
championship games, has 
been clamoring for an NBA 
team since at least the late 
1990s, if not even longer. And 
Seattle has been waiting for 
the SuperSonics to return for 
nearly two decades.

The ball is essentially 
now in their courts.

“I think Seattle and Las 
Vegas, in terms of their his-
tory and support of NBA 
basketball, are unique in 
terms of available markets 

in the U.S. right now,” NBA 
Commissioner Adam Silver 
said. “No knock on any oth-
er markets. Those are just 
the markets we’re focused 
on.”

What the league’s board 
of governors voted to ap-
prove is being called an ex-
ploration of “potential team 
expansion.” Prospective 
ownership groups will now 
be tasked with putting to-
gether their bids and plans 
in an effort to prove to the 
league that they’re worthy 
of owning NBA franchises.

Expansion is not guaran-
teed, Silver reiterated. The 
league could add no teams, 
one team or two teams. 
And there was discussion 
of what adding teams will 
mean both economically 
and on the court; stockpil-
ing two new clubs with play-
ers means existing teams 
will lose some talent in that 
process.

“There are some owners 
who felt that we just frankly 
don’t need to expand,” Sil-
ver said. “They didn’t nec-
essarily seem concerned 
going forward, but they felt 
we’re at a very solid place 
with the 30-team league we 
have now.”

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic W L Pct GB
Boston 47 24 .662 —
New York 48 25 .658 —
Toronto 40 31 .563 7
Phila. 40 33 .548 8
Brooklyn 17 55 .236 30½
Southeast W L Pct GB
Atlanta 40 32 .556 —
Orlando 38 34 .528 2
Charlotte 38 34 .528 2
Miami 38 34 .528 2
Washington 16 55 .225 23½
Central W L Pct GB
x-Detroit 52 19 .732 —
Cleveland 45 27 .625 7½
Milwaukee 29 42 .408 23
Chicago 29 43 .403 23½
Indiana 16 57 .219 37
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest W L Pct GB
San Antonio 54 18 .750 —
Houston 43 28 .606 10½
New Orleans 25 48 .342 29½
Memphis 24 47 .338 29½
Dallas 23 49 .319 31
Northwest W L Pct GB
Oklahoma City 57 15 .792 —
Denver 45 28 .616 12½
Minnesota 44 28 .611 13
Portland 36 37 .493 21½
Utah 21 51 .292 36
Pacific W L Pct GB
L.A. Lakers 47 26 .644 —
Phoenix 40 33 .548 7
L.A. Clippers 36 36 .500 10½
Golden State 34 38 .472 12½
Sacramento 19 54 .260 28

x-clinched playoff spot
Tuesday’s Games

Charlotte 134, Sacramento 90
New York 121, New Orleans 116
Cleveland 136, Orlando 131
Denver 125, Phoenix 123

Wednesday’s Games
Phila. 157, Chicago 137
L.A. Lakers 137, Indiana 130
Atlanta at Detroit, late
Miami at Cleveland, late
Oklahoma City at Boston, late
San Antonio at Memphis, late
Washington at Utah, late
Houston at Minnesota, late
Brooklyn at Golden State, late
Dallas at Denver, late
Milwaukee at Portland, late
Toronto at L.A. Clippers, late

Thursday’s Games
New Orleans at Detroit, 7 p.m.
New York at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Sacramento at Orlando, 7 p.m.

Friday’s Games
L.A. Clippers at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Atlanta at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Miami at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Houston at Memphis, 8 p.m.
New Orleans at Toronto, 8:30 p.m.
Utah at Denver, 9 p.m.
Dallas at Portland, 10 p.m.
Washington at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Brooklyn at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Buffalo 71 44 20 7 95 251 207
Tampa Bay 70 44 21 5 93 257 195
Montreal 70 39 21 10 88 249 230
Boston 71 39 24 8 86 236 221
Ottawa 71 38 24 9 85 239 216
Detroit 71 38 25 8 84 207 211
Florida 70 35 32 3 73 211 233
Toronto 72 30 29 13 73 225 252
Metropolitan GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Carolina 71 45 20 6 96 252 211
Columbus 71 38 22 11 87 231 217
Pittsburgh 71 35 20 16 86 243 225
N.Y. Islanders 72 40 27 5 85 209 206
Philadelphia 70 34 24 12 80 204 214
Washington 72 35 28 9 79 220 211
New Jersey 70 36 32 2 74 193 213
N.Y. Rangers 71 28 34 9 65 199 226
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Colorado 70 47 13 10 104 263 177
x-Dallas 71 43 17 11 97 244 196
Minnesota 72 40 20 12 92 236 208
Utah 72 37 29 6 80 225 203
Nashville 71 34 28 9 77 215 235
Winnipeg 71 30 29 12 72 203 220
St. Louis 70 29 30 11 69 184 225
Chicago 71 27 31 13 67 187 228
Pacific GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Anaheim 71 40 27 4 84 240 245
Edmonton 72 35 28 9 79 250 246
Vegas 72 32 26 14 78 225 225
Los Angeles 71 28 25 18 74 189 216
Seattle 70 31 29 10 72 200 218
San Jose 69 32 31 6 70 211 249
Calgary 71 30 34 7 67 180 219
Vancouver 70 21 41 8 50 182 262

x-clinched playoff spot; y-clinched division;
z-clinched conference

Tuesday’s Games
Chicago 4, N.Y. Islanders 3
Columbus 3, Philadelphia 2
Ottawa 3, Detroit 2
Montreal 5, Carolina 2
Florida 5, Seattle 4, SO
Toronto 4, Boston 2
Colorado 6, Pittsburgh 2
Tampa Bay 6, Minnesota 3
Winnipeg 4, Vegas 1
New Jersey 6, Dallas 4
Nashville 6, San Jose 3
St. Louis 3, Washington 0
Calgary 3, Los Angeles 2, SO
Edmonton 5, Utah 2
Anaheim 5, Vancouver 3

Wednesday’s Games
Boston at Buffalo, late
N.Y. Rangers at Toronto, late

Thursday’s Games
Chicago at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Columbus at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Dallas at N.Y. Islanders, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Florida, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
New Jersey at Nashville, 8 p.m.
San Jose at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Washington at Utah, 9 p.m.
Edmonton at Vegas, 9:30 p.m.
Los Angeles at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

NCAA TOURNAMENT GLANCE
EAST REGIONAL
At Capital One Arena
Washington
Regional Semifinals
Friday, March 27

Duke vs. St. John’s, 7:10 p.m.
UConn vs. Michigan St., 9:45 p.m.

SOUTH REGIONAL
Houston
Regional Semifinals
Thursday, March 26

Nebraska vs. Iowa, 7:30 p.m.
Houston vs. Illinois, 10:05 p.m.

MIDWEST REGIONAL
Chicago
Regional Semifinals
Friday, March 27

Michigan vs. Alabama, 7:35 p.m.
Iowa St. vs. Tennessee, 10:10 p.m.

WEST REGIONAL
San Jose, Calif.
Regional Semifinals
Thursday, March 26

Arizona vs. Arkansas, 9:45 p.m.
Purdue vs. Texas, 7:10 p.m.

NCAA WOMEN’S TOURNAMENT GLANCE
FORT WORTH 3
Fort Worth, Texas
Regional Semifinals
Saturday, March 28

Texas vs. Kentucky, 3 p.m.
Michigan vs. Louisville, 12:30 p.m.

SACRAMENTO 2
Sacramento, Calif.
Regional Semifinals
Friday, March 27

UCLA vs. Minnesota, 7:30 p.m.
LSU vs. Duke, 10 p.m.

SACRAMENTO 4
Sacramento, Calif.
Regional Semifinals
Saturday, March 28

South Carolina vs. Oklahoma, 5 p.m.
TCU vs. Virginia, 7:30 p.m.

FORT WORTH 1
Fort Worth, Texas
Regional Semifinals
Friday, March 27

UConn vs. North Carolina, 5 p.m.
Vanderbilt vs. Notre Dame, 2:30 p.m.

Area Schedule
Thursday, March 26
Baseball-Softball

Damascus at Urbana, 4:30
Baseball

Park at St. John’s, 4
Softball

St. John’s at St. Paul’s, 4
Boys Lacrosse

St. John’s at St. James, 4:30
South Carroll at Walkersville, 5:30
Linganore at Century, 6:30
Catoctin at Francis Scott Key, 6:30
Westminster at Oakdale, 7

TV Sports
TODAY
AUTO RACING
10:30 p.m.

APPLE TV — Formula 1: Practice, Suzuka Interna-
tional Racing Course, Suzuka, Japan
COLLEGE BASEBALL
7 p.m.

ACCN — Miami at Clemson
8 p.m.

SECN — Oklahoma at Texas
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN’S)
7:10 p.m.

CBS — NCAA Tournament: Texas vs. Purdue, Sweet 
Sixteen
7:30 p.m.

TBS, TRUTV — NCAA Tournament: Iowa vs. 
Nebraska, Sweet Sixteen
9:45 p.m.

CBS — NCAA Tournament: Arkansas vs. Arizona, 
Sweet Sixteen
10:05 p.m.

TBS, TRUTV — NCAA Tournament: Illinois vs. 
Houston, Sweet Sixteen
COLLEGE HOCKEY (MEN’S)
1:30 p.m.

ESPN2 — NCAA Tournament: UConn vs. Michigan 

St., Regional Semifinal
5 p.m.

ESPNU — NCAA Tournament: Wisconsin vs. 
Dartmouth, Regional Semifinal
8:30 p.m.

ESPN2 — NCAA Tournament: Merrimack vs. N. 
Dakota, Regional Semifinal
COLLEGE LACROSSE (WOMEN’S)
5 p.m.

ACCN — Stanford at Boston College
6 p.m.

BTN — Oregon at Ohio St.
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
8 p.m.

BTN — Oregon at Northwestern
FIGURE SKATING
3 p.m.

USA — ISU: 2026 World Figure Skating Cham-
pionships
GOLF
3:30 a.m.

GOLF — DP World Tour: Hero Indian Open, First 
Round, DLF G&CC
11 a.m.

GOLF — Korn Ferry Tour: Club Car Championship at 
The Landings Golf & Athletic Club, First Round, The 

Landings Golf & Athletic (Deer Club)
3 p.m.

GOLF — PGA Tour: Texas Children’s Houston Open, 
First Round, Memorial Park Golf Course
7 p.m.

GOLF — LPGA Tour: Ford Championship presented 
by Wild Horse Pass, First Round, Whirlwind Golf Club 
(Cattail Course)
MLB
1:15 p.m.

NBC, PEACOCK — Pittsburgh at N.Y. Mets
3 p.m.

MASN — Minnesota at Baltimore
4 p.m.

MLBN — Detroit at San Diego (4:10 p.m.)
8:30 p.m.

NBC, PEACOCK — Arizona at L.A. Dodgers
NBA
7 p.m.

NBATV — New York at Charlotte
NHL
7 p.m.

ESPN — Minnesota at Florida
9 p.m.

MONUMENTAL — Washington at Utah
9:30 p.m.

ESPN — Edmonton at Vegas
SOCCER (MEN’S)
10:50 a.m.

FS2 — International Friendly: Moldova vs. Lithuania
12:50 p.m.

FS2 — 2026 UEFA World Cup Qualifier: Turkey vs. 
Romania, Semifinal — Path C
3:30 p.m.

FS1 — 2026 UEFA World Cup Qualifier: Wales vs. 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Semifinal — Path A

FS2 — 2026 UEFA World Cup Qualifier: Poland vs. 
Albania, Semifinal — Path B
6 p.m.

FS1 — 2026 FIFA World Cup Play-Off Tournament: 
Bolivia vs. Suriname, Semifinal — Path B
7:20 p.m.

FS2 — International Friendly: Croatia vs. Colombia
10:55 p.m.

FS1 — 2026 FIFA World Cup Play-Off Tournament: 
New Caledonia vs. Jamaica, Semifinal — Path A
TENNIS
1 p.m.

TENNIS CHANNEL — Miami-WTA/ATP — Live; ATP 
Quarterfinals 3 & 4; WTA Semifinals; ATP Doubles 
Quarterfinals

Thomas Johnson at Smithsburg, 7
Tuscarora at South Hagerstown, 7

Girls Lacrosse
Francis Scott Key at Catoctin, 6
Oakdale at Westminster, 6:30
Smithsburg at Thomas Johnson, 7
Century at Linganore, 7
Urbana at Middletown, 7
South Carroll at Walkersville, 7

Tennis
Damascus at Urbana, 4:30

Boys Volleyball
Model SSD (D.C.) at MSD, 4:15

College Baseball
CC of Allegheny County at Frederick CC, 3

Major League Baseball
Thursday’s Games

Chicago White Sox (Smith 0-0) at Milwaukee 
(Misiorowski 0-0), 2:10 p.m.

Minnesota (Ryan 0-0) at Baltimore (Rogers 
0-0), 3:05 p.m.

Boston (Crochet 0-0) at Cincinnati (Abbott 
0-0), 4:10 p.m.

Detroit (Skubal 0-0) at San Diego (Pivetta 0-0), 
4:10 p.m.

L.A. Angels (Soriano 0-0) at Houston (Brown 
0-0), 4:10 p.m.

Tampa Bay (Rasmussen 0-0) at St. Louis 
(Liberatore 0-0), 4:15 p.m.

Texas (Eovaldi 0-0) at Philadelphia (Sánchez 
0-0), 4:15 p.m.

Cleveland (Bibee 0-0) at Seattle (Gilbert 0-0), 
10:10 p.m.

Pittsburgh (Skenes 0-0) at N.Y. Mets (Peralta 
0-0), 1:15 p.m.

Washington (Cavalli 0-0) at Chicago Cubs (Boyd 
0-0), 2:20 p.m.

Arizona (Gallen 0-0) at L.A. Dodgers (Yamamoto 
0-0), 8:30 p.m.

Tennis
ATP Rankings
Singles, through March 23

1. Carlos Alcaraz, Spain, 13550
2. Jannik Sinner, Italy, 11400
3. Novak Djokovic, Serbia, 5370
4. Alexander Zverev, Germany, 4905
5. Lorenzo Musetti, Italy, 4365
6. Alex de Minaur, Australia, 4185
7. Taylor Fritz, USA, 4170
8. Felix Auger-Aliassime, Canada, 4000
9. Ben Shelton, USA, 3860
10. Daniil Medvedev, Russia, 3610
11. Alexander Bublik, Kazakhstan, 3385

WTA Rankings
Singles, through March 24

1. Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, 11025
2. Elena Rybakina, Kazakhstan, 7783
3. Iga Swiatek, Poland, 7413
4. Coco Gauff, USA, 6748
5. Jessica Pegula, USA, 6678
6. Amanda Anisimova, USA, 6180
7. Jasmine Paolini, Italy, 4232
8. Elina Svitolina, Ukraine, 4020
9. Victoria Mboko, Canada, 3351
10. Mirra Andreeva, Russia, 3066
11. Ekaterina Alexandrova, Russia, 2918

NBA moves closer 
to adding teams 
in Vegas, Seattle

competition.
The average MLB catcher is a be-

low-average hitter, but the Orioles will 
have two catchers who are project-
ed to be among the best in baseball 
— Rutschman as an all-around catch-
er and Basallo as a powerful bat. Last 
season, the 53 MLB catchers who to-
taled at least 150 plate appearanc-
es had an average OPS of .688. Mean-
while, the Orioles have two catchers 
who are good enough hitters to essen-
tially serve as near-everyday players by 
using the designated hitter spot.

“We’re very fortunate and lucky to 
have two really good catchers on both 
sides of the ball,” Orioles manager 
Craig Albernaz said.

Rutschman is no longer young. At 
28 years old, he’s perhaps one of this 
team’s veterans. But he remembers 
what it was like to be a top prospect in 
the minors — the adoration and the 
pressure that comes with it — and he 
remembers what it was like breaking 
into the big leagues as a young catcher.

As the No. 1 catcher, Rutschman 
hopes to be there for Basallo through-
out this season — as a mentor, as a 
sounding board, as a friend.

“We’ve gotten a chance, fortunate-
ly, over the last couple years to at least 
hang out with each other for bits and 
pieces. Last year, when he was in the 
big leagues, it wasn’t just like, ‘Hey, it’s 
nice to meet you.’ It was like, ‘Hey, I’m 
here if you need to talk about anything. 
I’m here for you,’” Rutschman said. 
“I’ve been in his shoes. He’s immense-
ly talented. He’s got a great personality. 
He’s fun to be around. I want to make 
sure I’m there for him if he needs to 
talk about something or get something 
off his chest or just to vent. I just want 
to help as much as possible.”

According to Dan Szymborski’s 
ZiPS, the most popular public projec-
tion system in baseball, Rutschman 
and Basallo are expected to be impact 
players for the Orioles despite the for-
mer coming off a down season and the 
latter having only 31 games of MLB ex-
perience. ZiPS projects Rutschman to 
accrue 4.7 wins above replacement, 
according to FanGraphs’ estimation, 
and hit 19 homers, while having Basal-
lo at 2.3 WAR and 25 homers.

That projection wouldn’t just make 
Baltimore’s catching duo the best in 
baseball; it would give the Orioles a 
historically good tandem.

No catching duo has totaled more 

than 7.0 WAR, by FanGraphs’ estima-
tion, in a season with both players ac-
cruing at least 2.3 WAR since 2017. This 
century, the only duos to do so are Yas-
mani Grandal and Austin Barnes on 
the 2017 Los Angeles Dodgers (7.6 
WAR); Grandal and René Rivera for 
the 2014 San Diego Padres (7.7 WAR); 
Yan Gomes and Carlos Santana on the 
2013 Cleveland Indians (7.1 WAR); 
and Brian McCann and David Ross on 
the 2009 Atlanta Braves (9.1 WAR).

Those duos, though, were driv-
en largely by defensive value. None of 
them totaled more than 31 homers in 
a season, compared with the 44 long 
balls that Rutschman and Basallo are 
projected to hit. In MLB history, only 
one catching duo has totaled at least 
44 homers with both catchers hitting 
19-plus long balls: Joe Torre and Gene 
Oliver for the 1965 Milwaukee Braves. 
The expectation for Rutschman and 
Basallo is to do something that’s only 
been done once in the history of the 
sport.

“To have two guys that are very 
good players on both sides of the ball, 
it’s very rare,” said Maverick Handley, 
an Orioles catcher who will begin the 
season in Triple-A. “The catching po-
sition is the most impactful position 
there is over a 162-game season. These 
guys have a lot on their backs, and I 
think they’re ready to deliver on it.”

Of course, these are just projec-
tions. Basallo posted a .559 OPS last 
season, while Rutschman’s was .673, 
and he missed time with two oblique 
injuries.

Basallo said that patience was the 
main thing he learned during his six-
week stint in the big leagues last year. 
But he believes that experience, com-
bined with breaking camp in the ma-
jors this year, will help him hit the way 
he knows he can.

“Coming into this year, this season, 
I feel a lot more comfortable, a lot more 
patient,” Basallo said through team in-
terpreter Brandon Quinones. “I feel a 
lot better going into the season.”

Rutschman’s struggles, meanwhile, 
have been a bit of a mystery. Through 
the first two and a half years of his ca-
reer, Rutschman was one of the best 
young catchers in MLB history. But he 
slumped over the final three months of 
2024 — perhaps because of an injury 
— and then hit only .220 last year in 90 
games.

But the Orioles are operating as if 
Rutschman will simply return to being 
the All-Star-caliber catcher he used to 

be — and he’s looked like it this spring.
“I expect Adley Rutschman to be 

Adley Rutschman,” Albernaz said.
Catching coach Joe Singley, who at 

28 is the same age as Rutschman, said 
that the prospect of coaching the two-
time All-Star was a “large reason” why 
he wanted to join Albernaz’s staff.

“There’s no reason why he can’t be 
the best catcher in baseball in 2026,” 
Singley said. “Here’s a pro’s pro. He’s 
proved it, and he’ll prove it again this 
year.”

One of the biggest question marks 
for the duo is Basallo’s ability defen-
sively. His bat was so far ahead of his 
glove as a prospect that doubt swirled 
about his defense. But the Orioles have 
repeatedly said and shown that they 
believe in him behind the dish. Singley 
said the coaching staff believes Basal-
lo, whom he described as a “fast learn-
er,” can be a “premier defender” this 
season.

After Basallo’s debut, he caught 
most of Trevor Rogers’ starts, and the 
2026 opening day starter said he could 
see the young catcher grow in that 
short amount of time.

“He made significant improve-
ments in just seeing things and seeing 
what’s working and seeing what the 
hitters are prepared for,” Rogers said. 
“Just wait for the end of the year. With 
how fast he’s progressing, he’s going to 
be really good.”

Rutschman said the Orioles’ fo-
cus this spring has been on “team 
ball,” and he said that starts with the 
catchers. Basallo has “amazing talent,” 
Rutschman said, and he’s excited to 
see how Basallo’s first big league sea-
son plays out.

Basallo knows it’s rare to have a 
catching duo like the one he’s forming 
with Rutschman.

“I think God has really blessed us 
both,” Basallo said. “I’m really look-
ing forward to going out there this year 
and seeing what we can both do.”

The key for Rutschman and Basallo 
is staying healthy. Both have dealt with 
injuries in recent years, and the Ori-
oles’ 2025 campaign was derailed by 
the injury bug.

If they can remain on the field, 
though, the Orioles believe that their 
catching tandem has an unlimited 
ceiling.

“The talent is unmatched,” Singley 
said. “It’s only a matter of time before 
they’re able to show the world that this 
year.”

Baltimore boasts rare star catching duo
(Continued from B1)

College Basketball

we probably go with his sug-
gestion.”

Kisselbach is a team cap-
tain and one of the few hold-
overs from the 2025 squad.

He’s been asked to serve 
as a mentor to those older 
and younger than him who 
hardly played lacrosse be-
fore this season. Slowly but 
surely, he’s finding ways to 
accentuate his teammates’ 
strengths.

“One thing I’ve been try-
ing to do is facilitate behind 
the crease, get my guys to 
cut and pass it to them be-
cause the more I can get 
them involved, the more 
they’re confident with their 
stick,” Kisselbach said.

The Roaders (1-2) looked 
much better in that regard 
Wednesday night, working 
the ball more efficiently and 
freely around the cage.

It led to their first win 
of the season, powered by 
Kisselbach’s seven first-
half goals and junior at-
tack Kevin Martinez’s hat 
trick. Junior midfielder Luke 
Williams and freshman 
midfielder Daniel Ruiz Me-
lendez each scored twice, 
while junior midfielder Cole 
Hoffman, sophomore long-
stick midfielder Brenton 
Johnson and senior mid-
fielder Colby Moore had 

one goal apiece.
It’s a small step for 

Brunswick in returning the 
program to relevancy.

“This is kind of a rebuild-
ing year,” Kisselbach said. 
“We can build them up this 
year, and the next few years 
will be great.”

It’s a rebuild for Tuscaro-
ra, too, which did not field a 
varsity program in 2025.

The Titans (0-2) are get-
ting themselves re-oriented 
with few players picking up 
a lacrosse stick prior to this 
season. The team’s numbers 
initially looked scarce but 
rose to 27 players by their 
opener last Friday against 
Thomas Johnson. Tuscarora 
head coach Donovan Pan-
nell said all of his players re-
ceived pads and equipment 
at no cost to them, helping 
to break much of the cost 
barrier.

On Wednesday, Aidan 
Foundas and Adrian Kabir-
itsi each scored twice, while 
Daniel McNamara added a 
goal.

“It’s hard to watch the 
team kind of fall on tough 
times from the sideline and 
from the stands,” Pannell 
said. “It’s an opportunity to 
bring some life back into a 
program that desperately 
needed it.”

Rebuilding Roaders roll
(Continued from B1)

to have two pitchers ready 
to go each game. “But she’s 
got the endurance to go sev-
en, and she was pumping it 
pretty good today, so we let 
her go,”

Confident in her de-
fense, Stambaugh pound-
ed the zone, leaned on her 
curve and change-up and 
got timely effectiveness 
from a rise ball she called 
“iffy.” The right-hander scat-
tered six hits, struck out 
nine, walked none and hit 
one batter. She routinely got 
up in the count, throwing 13 
first-pitch strikes and get-
ting nine 0-and-2 counts.

One of those 0-2 counts 
came in the fifth against 
MacKay, but the Lancers se-
nior battled her way back to 
a full count and then fouled 
off three balls before sin-
gling to left-center. Still, Val-
entine was impressed that 
Stambaugh didn’t give in by 
issuing a walk.

“That’s a great team, but 
Bradyn’s a stud, the kid is a 
great hitter,” Valentine said.

The coach further com-
plimented Stambaugh for a 
mindset that said, “I’m gon-
na stay in here and battle 
with one of the best hitters 
I’m going to face all season 
and make her earn it,” Val-
entine added. “And then she 
gets her to fly out there and 
end the game.”

West, who caught that 
fly, belted an RBI double to 
right-center to knock in the 
game’s first run in the fifth. 

Charley Keilholtz followed 
with an RBI groundout, a fit-
ting way to plate a run on a 
day when Linganore also 
had a solid pitcher, Kyleigh 
Schultz, making use of an 
airtight defense — neither 
team commited an error.

“It was one of those days 
when we were making hard 
contact, making good ad-
justments,” Valentine said. 
“I would love to have more 
than two runs, but I’m not 
disappointed in our at-bats 
and approach. They just 
made some plays, and we 
did what we had to do to 
scratch two there to get out 
of it.”

MacKay, the shortstop, 
robbed Catoctin of a few hits. 
One of those thefts came in 
the third, when she ranged 
to her left to get to a ball up 
the middle. Sinking to her 
knees to make the back-
handed stab, she didn’t get 
up as she threw out West — 
Catoctin’s leadoff hitter — at 
first.

“Defense was there, not 
just Bradyn. But Bradyn 
was a lot of it,” said Lancers 
coach Andrea Poffinberg-
er, whose team fell to 0-3, 
with all those losses coming 
to fellow powers in Urba-
na, Walkersville and Catoc-
tin. “Defensively we played 
well, we just couldn’t string 
the hits to together.”

Poffinberger praised 
Schultz. The right-hander, 
who worked six innings, 
scattered six hits, struck out 
two and walked one.

Stambaugh shuts out Lancers
(Continued from B1)


