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By NOAH TRISTER
AP Baseball Writer

WASHINGTON — Ben 
Rice hit a two-run triple in 
the top of the eighth inning 
to give the New York Yankees 
their third straight come-
from-behind victory over the 
Washington Nationals, 5-3 on 
Sunday.

New 
York, 
which 
has won 
four in a 
row over-
all for 
the first time since June 13-
17, completed a three-game 
sweep in which it overcame 
one deficit in the ninth inning 
and two in the eighth.

By DAVID GINSBURG
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Leody 
Taveras homered and drove 
in three runs, Samuel Basal-
lo added a solo shot and the 
Baltimore Orioles beat the 
Kansas City Royals 8-2 Sun-
day for a three-game sweep.

The game was interrupt-
ed in the seventh inning 
when several players from 
both teams 
converged 
around the 
plate af-
ter Kansas 
City’s Lu-
cas Erceg 
hit Blaze 
Alexander 
on the arm with a pitch. The 
off-target pitch came im-
mediately after Erceg yield-
ed Basallo’s homer to make 
it 8-2.

Alexander shouted at Er-
ceg, and Orioles manag-
er Craig Albernaz quickly 
stepped in to restrain Al-
exander. Players from both 
dugouts and bullpens ap-
proached, but no punch-
es were thrown, no one 

Orioles draft Booth Jr. at No. 7;  
Nats take Hacopian at No. 11
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Sports

UP NEXT
 What: Orioles 

at Astros 
 When: 8 p.m., 

Friday 
 TV: MASN

UP NEXT
 What: Nationals 

at Athletics 
 When: 9:40 

p.m., Friday 
 TV: Nationals TV

LITTLE LEAGUE

 District 2 Tournament 
championship: Brunswick 4, 
Montgomery County Lower 3

By BILL CAULEY
Special to the News-Post

BRUNSWICK — The bottom of 
the sixth inning may have seemed 
like it took forever for Brunswick 
Little League pitcher James Kraus 
on Saturday even though it was 
only a few minutes.

His team was clinging to a one-
run lead, and Kraus needed to 
keep Montgomery County Low-
er off the basepaths, getting three 
quick outs to end the game. He 
could’ve tossed a variety of pitch-

es at what was the bottom of the 
batting order, but he wasn’t taking 
any chances.

“Fastball, fastball, fastball. 
That’s all I was thinking. 
Get them out,” Kraus 
said. “Man, that inning 
felt so long, but we got 
out of it.”

His line of thinking 
worked. Kraus retired 
all three Montgomery 
County Lower batters 
in order. With a strong de-
fense behind him, Brunswick 
held on for a 4-3 win at Marvin 
Younkins Memorial Field for its 
first District 2 10-12 Little League 
championship since 2022, when 

they also defeated Montgomery 
County Lower for the title.

“That’s how it’s always been 
with us, pitching and defense,” 

Brunswick manager Cory 
Rhodes said. “We em-

phasize the defense es-
pecially. Pitching is 
absolutely a part of 
that.”

It was no surprise 
that Saturday’s game 

ended up close. The 
Brunswick and Montgom-

ery County Little League pro-
grams have become strong rivals 
over the years. On Saturday, both 
squads were locked again in a 
tight battle, with Brunswick hold-

ing the advantage heading into 
the bottom of the sixth.

Kraus clamped down hard, 
striking out William DeSantis on 
a 2-2 count, then coaxing Andrew 
Jones into a ground out to third 
baseman Waylon Fouché. Kraus 
struggled a bit on his final batter, 
Brady Wenk, going to a full count. 
But Wenk popped out on Kraus’ 
fastball to second baseman Park-
er Rhodes, who called off his bud-
dies to snare that final out.

Then came the celebra-
tion, both on the field and in the 
bleachers.

“I just wanted to blow that 

CHAMPIONSHIP FORMULA
Pitching, defense send Brunswick to District 2 crown with win over Montgomery County Lower

Photo by Bill Cauley, for the News-Post

The Brunswick Little League team poses Saturday after winning the District 2 Tournament championship at Marvin Younkins Memorial Field.

By JAMES ROBSON
AP Soccer Writer

ATLANTA — It’s a World Cup 
semifinal lineup for the ages.

Four previous champions and the 
four top-ranking teams in the world. 
Five of the six top scorers, one GOAT 
and one of the bitterest rivalries in 
soccer.

Argentina, Spain, France and En-
gland went into the tournament as 
the top four in FIFA’s rankings and are 
two wins away from being crowned 
champion of the world again. It’s 
just too close to call either semifinal 
matchup: France will play Spain in 
Arlington, Texas, on Tuesday and En-
gland will face Argentina in Atlanta 
on Wednesday.

Not since 1990 has the final four of 
a World Cup been made up entirely 
of previous winners. England and Ar-
gentina were involved then, although 

they didn’t play each other. Then, like 
now, Argentina was the defending 
champion — after beating West Ger-
many in the 1986 final in Mexico — 
and went on to lose to West Germany 
in the 1990 final.

And this year could also see a re-
peat final from 2022 if France and Ar-
gentina both advance.

England vs. Argentina: A bitter 
rivalry

Argentina must overcome En-
gland in a match that resumes a fierce 
rivalry that goes beyond the soccer 
field, with tensions also relating to the 
1982 conflict over the Falklands Is-
lands.

On the field there have been nu-
merous flashpoints between the 
teams on the World Cup stage. 

It’s a World Cup semifinal lineup for the ages
Four previous champions, a bitter rivalry, Mbappé vs. Yamal and Messi vs. Kane

France’s Kylian Mbappé   AP photos

Spain’s Lamine Yamal

Argentina’s Lionel Messi  

England’s Harry Kane

Associated Press

Jannik Sinner holds up the trophy Sunday after defeating Alexander 
Zverev in the Wimbledon men’s singles final.

By ANDREW DAMPF 
Associated Press

LONDON — A year ago, it was a 
matter of bouncing back after wast-
ing three match points in a devas-
tating loss to Carlos Alcaraz in the 
French Open final and showing that 
he could still win a Grand Slam after 
a three-month doping ban.

This year it was about demon-
strating that he still has the physi-
cal toughness to win a major after 
a debilitating second-round melt-
down at Roland Garros in a Paris 
heat wave.

Whatever gets thrown Jannik 

Sinner’s way in the French capital 
— it seems lately — only makes him 
stronger across the Channel in Lon-
don.

For the second straight year, Sin-
ner responded to adversity in Paris 
with a title at Wimbledon.

The top-ranked Sinner beat Al-
exander Zverev 6-7 (7), 7-6 (2), 6-3, 
6-4 on Sunday for his second con-

secutive title at the All England Club 
after his German opponent ap-
peared bothered by a knee issue fol-
lowing a slip to the grass on a key 
point in the third set.

When Sinner ripped a fore-
hand winner up the line on his first 
match point, the Italian dropped to 
the grass on his back in an unusual-
ly dramatic celebration for the nor-
mally low-key Italian.

“This one means a lot because [it] 
was a tough one after Paris again,” 
Sinner said. “I’m proud of myself 
and my team, which continues to 

 INSIDE: Noskova’s glimpse 
of women’s trophies helped her 
regroup to claim 1st Grand Slam 
in all-Czech final, page B3

(See CHAMPIONSHIP B2)

(See SEMIFINAL B2)

Orioles 
enter 
break 
after 
sweep
Birds blast Royals, 
but Alexander hurt

Another 
Yankees 
rally tops 
Nationals

(See ORIOLES B2)

(See NATIONALS B2)

A SOLIDIFYING VICTORY
Sinner bounces back with another Wimbledon title after his French Open meltdown

(See SINNER B2)


