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Robert John Murray
Robert J Murray, 86, of 

Frederick died June 19, 2025. 
Bob was one of eight children 
born and raised in San Fran-
cisco. He joined the military 
and served in the Air Force 
and Army. He retired from 
the Army at Fort Detrick as a 
Chief Warrant Officer in the 
Signal Corps. Subsequent to 
his military service he was 
employed by the Department 
of the Navy as a computer 
specialist; Computer Data 
Systems Inc. as a telecommu-
nications engineer; Memotec 
Datacom (Montreal Canada) 
as Vice President; Teleglobe 
Communications (Montreal, 
Canada) as Vice President; 
and Science Applications 
International Corporation, 
SAIC, as a senior Engineer in 
the Frederick Telecommuni-
cations Division.

Bob was a member 
of Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Frederick, VFW 
Post 3285, American Legion 
Post 11, Disabled Ameri-
can Vets, and the Upper Po-
tomac Chapter of the Mili-
tary Officers Association of 
America. He was a mem-
ber of the Glade Valley Golf 
Club (where he played a few 
rounds every year); a volun-
teer in police service (VIPS) 
at the Frederick barrack 
of the Maryland State Po-
lice; a founding member of 
the Chesapeake Investment 
Club which he enjoyed im-
mensely; and was a driver 
for the American Cancer So-
ciety’s Road to Recovery Pro-
gram.

Bob traveled extensive-
ly, visiting every state in the 
union. He resided in Cali-
fornia, Wyoming, Washing-
ton, Territory of Alaska, New 
Mexico, State of Alaska, Mas-
sachusetts, Virginia, North 
Carolina, and Maryland as 
well as Tokyo Japan and Ter-
renia (Tuscany) Italy.

Bob was awarded a 
Bronze Star and a Purple 
Heart for his military service 
in Vietnam where he was ex-
posed to Agent Orange. He 
underwent two sessions of 
chemotherapy, a stem cell 
transplant, and heart sur-
gery at Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital. The excellent medical 

care he received improved 
his quality of life for 30 years. 
He especially appreciated 
the professional care of Naaz 
Hussain MD of Johns Hop-
kins Frederick office.

Bob is survived by his 
wife Gladys who was his 
right arm. He leaves two 
daughters, Sheryl Murray, 
Frederick MD, and Susan 
Murray, Walkersville MD. 
He had two grandchildren, 
Christine Thompson (Pat-
rick) of Midlothian VA, Rob-
ert Lennox of Frederick MD, 
as well as six great grand-
children: Samantha Thomp-
son, Elizabeth Thompson, 
Alexis Lennox, Rebecca 
Lennox, Nathan Cable, Vay-
da Hines; two great great 
grandchildren: Ariana Per-
ry and Bridger Perry, broth-
ers Dennis Murray (Cindy) 
of Dallas OR, Donald, Don-
ald Murray (Betty) of Sono-
ra CA. He was preceded in 
death by sisters Doris Eliz-
abeth Murray, Jean Murray 
Dutcher, Evelyn Anita Mur-
ray, and brothers Lawrence 
Wayne Murray and Alan 
Howard Murray.

He will be fondly remem-
bered by his long time friend 
Harvey.

There will be no visitation 
or funeral service. Inurnment 
will take place at Evangelical 
Lutheran Church at the con-
venience of the family. Me-
morial contributions may 
be made to Frederick Health 
Hospice.

DEATH NOTICES
Peter S. Coe III, of Thurmont, died Monday, June 16. 

Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Thurmont.

Louis E. Follin Sr., of Thurmont, died Saturday, June 21. 
Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Thurmont.

Robert John Murray, of Frederick, died Thursday, June 
19. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Freder-
ick.

Cherie Swartz, of Frederick, died Thursday, June 19. 
Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Frederick.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — 

Fred Smith, the FedEx 
Corp. founder who revo-
lutionized the express de-
livery industry, has died, 
the company said. He was 
80.

FedEx started oper-
ating in 1973, delivering 
small parcels and docu-
ments more quickly than 
the postal service. Over 
the next half-century, 
Smith, a Marine Corps 
veteran, oversaw the 
growth of a company that 
became something of an 
economic bellwether be-
cause so many other com-
panies rely on it.

Memphis, Tennes-
see-based FedEx became 
a global transportation 
and logistics compa-
ny that averages 17 mil-
lion shipments per busi-
ness day. Smith stepped 
down as CEO in 2022 but 
remained executive chair-
man.

Smith, a 1966 grad-
uate of Yale University, 
used a business theory he 
came up with in college to 
create a delivery system 
based on coordinated air 
cargo flights centered on 
a main hub, a “hub and 
spokes” system, as it be-
came known.

The company also 
played a major role in the 
shift by American busi-
ness and industry to a 
greater use of time-sensi-
tive deliveries and less de-
pendence on large inven-
tories and warehouses.

Smith once told The 
Associated Press that he 
came up with the name 
Federal Express because 
he wanted the compa-
ny to sound big and im-
portant when in fact it was 
a start-up operation with a 
future far from assured.

At the time, Smith was 
trying to land a major 
shipping contract with the 
Federal Reserve Bank that 
didn’t work out.

In the beginning, Fed-
eral Express had 14 small 
aircraft operating out of 
the Memphis Internation-
al Airport flying packages 
to 25 U.S. cities.

Smith’s father, also 
named Frederick, built 
a small fortune in Mem-
phis with a regional bus 
line and other business 
ventures. Following col-
lege, Smith joined the U.S. 
Marines and was com-
missioned a second lieu-
tenant. He left the mili-
tary as a captain in 1969 
after two tours in Vietnam 
where he was decorated 
for bravery and wounds 
received in combat.

He told The Associated 
Press in a 2023 interview 
that everything he did 
running FedEx came from 
his experience in the Ma-
rines, not what he learned 
at Yale.

Getting Federal Express 
started was no easy task. 
Overnight shipments were 
new to American business 
and the company had to 
have a fleet of planes and 
a system of interconnect-
ing air routes in place from 
the get-go.

Smith was a minority 

owner of the Washington 
Commanders NFL team 
until 2021, when owner 
Daniel Snyder and his fam-
ily bought out the shares 
held by Smith, Dwight 
Schar and Bob Rothman. 
His son Arthur was a head 
coach with the Atlanta Fal-
cons for three seasons and 
is currently the offensive 
coordinator for the Pitts-
burgh Steelers.

Though one of Mem-
phis’ best-known and most 
prominent citizens, Smith 
generally avoided the pub-
lic spotlight, devoting his 
energies to work and family.

Despite his low pro-
file, Smith made a cam-
eo appearance in the 2000 
movie “Castaway” starring 
Tom Hanks. The movie was 
about a FedEx employee 
stranded on an island.

“Memphis has lost its 
most important citizen, 
Fred Smith,” said U.S. Rep. 
Steve Cohen of Tennessee, 
citing Smith’s support for 
everything from the Uni-
versity of Memphis to the 
city’s zoo. “FedEx is the en-
gine of our economy, and 
Fred Smith was its vision-
ary founder. But more than 
that, he was a dedicated 
citizen who cared deeply 
about our city.”

Smith rarely publicized 
the donations he and his 
family made, but he agreed 
to speak with AP in 2023 
about a gift to the Marine 
Corps Scholarship Founda-
tion to endow a new schol-
arship fund for the children 
of Navy service members 
pursuing studies in STEM.

“The thing that’s inter-
ested me are the institu-
tions and the causes not the 
naming or the recognition,” 
Smith said at the time.

Asked what it means 
to contribute to the public 
good, he replied:

“America is the most 
generous country in the 
world. It’s amazing the 
charitable contributions 
that Americans make ev-
ery year. Everything from 
the smallest things to these 
massive health care initia-
tives and the Gates Foun-
dation and everything in 
between,” he said. “I think 
if you’ve done well in this 
country, it’s pretty churl-
ish for you not to at least be 
willing to give a pretty good 
portion of that back to the 
public interest. And all this 
is in the great tradition of 
American philanthropy.”

Notice to our readers
Obituaries are paid announcements.
The Frederick News-Post is not responsible for content.
All obituaries must be verified by the funeral home or the legal 

instititution of record prior to placement.
All obituaries should be submitted to us through Memoriams.

com. The deadline for submitting and changes is 3 p.m. If you are 
submitting from a funeral home, please go to memoriams.com. 
If you are a private party individual, please use this link: https://    
legacy.memoriams.com/network/FrederickNews-Post/Obituaries. 
You can also find this link on our website under obituaries.

A simple death notice can be published at no charge. Infor-
mation included will be name, where the decedent resided, date 
of death, and funeral home of record. For a simple death notice, 
please email obituaries@newspost.com

For questions, please contact the obituaries desk Monday-Fri-
day 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 301-662-1162.

The Frederick News-Post reserves the right to make any gram-
matical changes as necessary.

Clay Carey
On June 19, 2025, 

Gene Clayton (Clay) Car-
ey stepped from earth into 
heaven, where he was re-
united with family and 
loved ones.

Born in New Addition to 
parents Francis U. “Corny” 
and Erma W. (Powers) Car-
ey, he was a graduate of 
Brunswick High School. 
Gene spent his over 30-
year Federal career with 
the General Services Ad-
ministration and Depart-
ment of Energy in German-
town, MD. He was a Sunday 
School teacher at the First 
Church of God in Bruns-
wick for 37 years, and finan-
cial secretary starting in his 
20s until the church closed 
in 2018.

In younger days, he en-
joyed acting and the theater, 
receiving critical acclaim for 
many roles in productions 
in Charles Town and Mar-
tinsburg, WV, Hagerstown, 
Brunswick, and Frederick, 
MD. His love of storytell-
ing extended to his passion 
for classic cinema. He de-
lighted in old films and of-
ten shared his appreciation 
for the Golden Age of Hol-
lywood with those around 
him.

In more recent years, he 
volunteered at the Senior 
Center in Brunswick, assist-
ing with Meals on Wheels 
and providing transporta-
tion to and from the Senior 
Center for seniors around 
town. He especially loved 
driving the seniors up and 
down the hills of Bruns-
wick—not slowly! —in the 
Senior Center van, chuck-
ling the entire time (and the 
seniors loved it).

One of his favorite pas-
times was playing Bin-
go, mostly at the Eagles 
Club in Brunswick, but 
also in Lovettsville, VA, and 
Charles Town, WV.

Gene’s smile and joy was 
infectious. His love for fam-
ily and friends was deeply 
felt by all who knew him. He 
looked forward to Christ-
mas and gatherings with 
friends and family, mak-
ing meals, giving gifts and 
showing a prowess and 
competitive spirit at board 
games and Wii. His special 
gift was that of hospitality. 
He always made sure guests 
felt welcome, comfortable, 
and fed if hungry.

Gene was predeceased 

by his parents and beloved 
sister, Erma Francis “Dolly” 
Eshbaugh.

He is survived by neph-
ew Daren (Wanda) Esh-
baugh, and their sons Kon-
nor (Danielle, and great 
great grand niece Dolly), 
Barrett (Lydia) of Cham-
bersburg, PA. Also neph-
ew Eric (Sue) Eshbaugh, 
and children Evan (Michae-
la), Carey (Michael), Rachel 
(Daniel), and Elliot of Roa-
noke, VA. He and Anna “En-
nie” Bondarenko met in 8th 
grade and thus began a life-
long journey as best friends. 
As a result of this friendship, 
for over 60 years Gene was 
loved by and as much a part 
of the Bondarenko family 
as those who were born or 
married into it. His absence 
will be felt at every holiday, 
birthday, road trip and fam-
ily gathering.

He will also be fondly 
remembered by his many 
friends from the Brunswick 
Senior Center, Eagles bingo, 
and friends from his years 
in community theater, who 
knew him as Clay.

A celebration of his life 
will be held on June 28, 
2025, at Stauffer Funeral 
Home, 1100 N. Maple Ave-
nue, Brunswick, MD 21716. 
Family visitation will take 
place from 10 to 11 a.m., fol-
lowed immediately by his 
funeral service at 11 a.m. 
with Pastor Ernie Witmer 
officiating. Interment will 
take place at Brownsville 
Heights Cemetery.

Expressions of sympa-
thy may be offered to the 
family at www.StaufferFu-
neralHome.com.

Cherie Swartz
Cherie Swartz, 93, of 

Frederick, Maryland, passed 
from this life on Thursday, 
June 19, 2025 at Brookdale 
Senior Living in Olney, MD. 
She was the loving wife of 
the late Mason (Bill) Swartz, 
who predeceased her on Jan. 
5, 2023. They were married 
for 74 years at the time of his 
passing.

Born on Sept. 18, 1931, 
in Catonsville, MD, she was 
the daughter of the late Al-
bert Clifton and Bertha May 
(Howes) Nash.

Mrs. Swartz resided in 
Clover Hill in Frederick, MD 
for 50 years and was blessed 
with caring neighbors and 
friends. She enjoyed spend-
ing time with her family, 
reading and working in her 
yard.

She was loved by all and 
will be greatly missed.

Mrs. Swartz is survived 
by her son, Jerry M. Swartz 
and wife Nancy, and daugh-
ter, Kathi Wiles and hus-
band David; granddaughter, 

Kristin Swartz and husband 
Dennis Fleming; grand-
son, Eric Swartz and wife 
Meghan; and great-grand-
son, Logan Swartz.

She was predeceased by 
her brothers, Albert Clifton 
(Shug) Nash Jr. and Donald 
Thomas Nash Sr.

The family will receive 
friends from 10 to 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday, June 25 at 
Stauffer Funeral Home, 1621 
Opossumtown Pike, Freder-
ick, MD 21702. Funeral ser-
vices will begin at 11 a.m. 
with Rev. Tim May officiating.

Interment will follow at 
Good Shepherd Cemetery, 
2805 N. Rogers Ave., Ellicott 
City, MD 21043.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Merhle Moser
Merhle Roger Moser, 97, 

of Middletown, MD passed 
away on June 18, 2025 at 
Doey’s House in Hager-
stown, MD.

Born on Sept. 5, 1927, 
to the late Roger Jacob and 
Edna (Poffenberger) Mos-
er, Merhle was a profession-
al painter for Montgomery 
County Public Schools and 
worked for Kay Construc-
tion in Bethesda. He was 
a member of Grossnickle 
Church of the Brethren for 
most of his life.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his wife, Ruth Irene (Kend-
all) Moser, his daughter Fay 
Marie Moser and his grand 
daughter Sandra Kaye Wet-
zel. Merhle is survived by 
his son, Merhle “Ed” Moser 
and his wife, Darlene Mae, 
his grandchildren Bridget 
Ann Moser, Todd M. Gerwig 
and his wife, Lisa, William 
F. Hoff, Jr., Dr. Sherri Lynn 
Moser, Kristi Moser Glass 
and her husband, Duane, 
and Melynda L. Hoff; 16 
great grandchildren and 5 
great great grandchildren.

Relatives and friends will 
be received on Wednes-
day, June 25, 2025, from 2 
to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. at 

Thompson Harman Funer-
al Home, 31 E Main Street, 
Middletown, and on Thurs-
day, June 26, 2025 from 
10  to 11 a.m. at Grossnick-
le Church of the Brethren, 
11301 Meeting House Road, 
Myersville at which time a 
funeral service will be held. 
Rev. Karen Grossnickle will 
preside. Interment to im-
mediately follow in adjoin-
ing church cemetery.

Condolences and more 
information available at 
www.harmanfunerals.com

The family would like 
to extend their gratitude 
to Meritus Medical Cen-
ter staff and Doey’s House 
staff for their excellent care 
during Merhle’s final weeks 
of life.

FedEx founder Fred 
Smith dies at 80

Associated Press file photo

Frederick W. Smith, 
Chairman, President and 
CEO of FedEx Corporation 
is seen before the first half 
of an NFL football game on 
Sept. 12, 2021, in Atlanta. 

By JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER 
Associated Press

Former Texas Repub-
lican U.S. Rep. Blake Far-
enthold, who left Congress 
amid sexual harassment al-
legations, has died. He was 
63.

He died in a Corpus 
Christi hospital and suf-
fered heart and liver prob-
lems in recent years, Steve 
Ray, his former longtime 
political consultant, said. 
Farenthold’s wife, Debbie 
Farenthold, confirmed that 
he died Friday.

Blake Farenthold was 
elected in 2010, upsetting 
long-serving Democrat-
ic U.S. Rep. Solomon Or-

tiz. Seven years later, Far-
enthold announced that he 
wouldn’t seek reelection.

In a video he posted on 
his campaign’s Facebook 
page at the time, he denied 
a former aide’s three-year-
old accusations, which in-
cluded that he’d subjected 
her to sexually suggestive 
comments and behavior 
and then fired her after she 
complained. He apologized 
for an office atmosphere he 
said included “destructive 
gossip, offhand comments, 
off-color jokes and behavior 
that in general was less than 
professional.”

He said in the video that 
if he stayed in Congress, he 
would have spent months 

trying to vindicate himself.
“We all make mistakes,” 

Ray said Saturday. “He 
made some mistakes.”

Ray described him as a 
“techie” who was interested 
in the internet and technol-
ogy before getting involved 
in politics.

“He did a tremendous 
job as congressman for this 
area,” Ray said, noting that 
Farenthold cared about 
fighting crime and promot-
ing transparency. “His heart 
was really always in the right 
place.”

Before becoming a con-
gressman, Farenthold was 
a sidekick for a conserva-
tive radio talk show host, 
Ray said.

Ex-Texas US Rep. Blake Farenthold, who left 
office amid harassment allegations, dies at 63

Associated Press file photo

Rep. Blake Farenthold arrives 
for a House Committee on the 
Judiciary oversight hearing on 
Capitol Hill in Washington on 
Dec. 13, 2017.


