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Building projects that don’t 
add new dwelling units may be 
completely exempt from Freder-
ick County’s impact fees under a 
council member’s proposal.

Under current rules, home 
building projects that rehab or re-
place an existing residential struc-
ture are only exempt from county 
impact fees if the dwelling being 
replaced was “continuously hab-
itable and occupied from July 1, 
2001 through the date of applica-
tion for a replacement building 
permit ....”

There is also an exemption for 
construction projects that enlarge 
an existing dwelling unit without 
creating new units.

Council Member Steve McK-

ay proposed at a recent County 
Council workshop that the exemp-
tions be amended to eliminate the 
habitability and occupation re-
quirement tied to a specific date.

His new measure would require 
that the dwelling being replaced 
can show a long history of paying 
residential property taxes, regard-
less of whether it has been habit-
able or occupied.

His proposed amendment does 
not include a timeline for the prop-
erty’s taxation history review.

Under impact fees for fiscal year 
2027, home builders are charged 
$20,111 for each new single-fam-
ily detached house, $22,881 for a 
townhouse or duplex and $9,995 
for a new “other residential” unit. 
The fees are used for expanding 
public school and public library 
capacity.

McKay said at the workshop 
that the fees exist to “jump start” 
new school construction when 
new children move into an area, 
but that logic isn’t evenly applied 
to all situations that would result 
in new children moving in.

He gave a hypothetical example 
of a home owned for decades by a 
childless couple who then sell the 
home to a family with children.

“For that entire period, there is 
no student generation. They are 
not putting any demands on the 
schools. Schools did not adjust for 
any such demands that are now 
immediately imposed by this new 
family with children,” he said. “We 
would never, ever think of impos-
ing an impact fee, I hope, on that 
new family despite the practical 
effect being the same as the argu-
ment for imposing the fee ... for the 

house that was not habitable those 
25 years.”

McKay said impact fees act as 
a disincentive for fixing old prop-
erties.

“We’ve got a lot of old, some-
times decrepit homes in the coun-
ty. Wouldn’t we rather see those 
brought back to life than torn and 
replaced? ...” he asked. “As long as 
[there is] no net increase in dwell-
ing units, having that $20,000 im-
pact fee is punitive on people’s 
ability to do these things.”

He said the important thing for 
him is that an existing house has 
been taxed as a dwelling unit for a 
long time.

Council President Brad Young 
asked McKay to clarify if he was 
talking about dwellings that had 
been yielding property taxes or 
units that had already paid impact 

fees. McKay responded that he was 
referring only to residential prop-
erty taxes.

Young also asked if a ranch-
style home that’s converted into a 
mansion would be charged an im-
pact fee.

McKay said the current policy 
doesn’t consider changes in the 
size of the dwelling unit and nei-
ther would his amendment.

Council Member Jerry Donald 
said square footage may or may 
not affect the number of children 
in a dwelling unit.

McKay said the relationship be-
tween a dwelling unit’s size and 
impact fees should be studied. 
He said an upcoming update to 
the county’s impact fee study by 
TischlerBise may be an opportuni-
ty to look at that.

By KIERSTEN HACKER
The Baltimore Sun

More than half of Mary-
land’s counties are on bor-
rowed time with data center 
moratoriums. In the com-
ing months, each will have 
to decide: Extend the pause, 
let it lapse, or follow Harford 
County’s example and ban 
data centers outright.

Baltimore, Calvert, Car-
oline, Carroll, Dorchester, 
Frederick, Howard, Mont-
gomery, Prince George’s, 
Queen Anne’s, Washing-
ton, Wicomico and Worces-
ter counties, and Baltimore 
City, have all passed mor-
atoriums on building data 
centers in their borders.

Anne Arundel, Somerset 
and Talbot counties are also 
considering restrictions.

Since Gov. Wes Moore 
first welcomed data cen-
ters as an engine for Mary-
land’s economy, helping to 
clear regulatory hurdles for 
the industry, stakes have 
changed.

Faced with mounting en-
ergy costs and public pro-
test, Moore has advocated 
for more regulation and the 
ability for local governments 
to make the final call. Coun-
ties are left monitoring poli-

cies and projects across the 
state — some of the largest 
in Frederick County — to de-
termine how much growth 
they want to allow.

Amid community fears, 
industry advocates warn 
that the fight against data 
centers could slow artifi-
cial intelligence develop-
ment and cost the state jobs 
and revenue. These tensions 
have unfolded in Calvert 
County, where Amazon Web 
Services recently backed out 
of a project following com-
munity opposition, or in 
Federalsburg, in Wicomi-
co County, where a morato-
rium followed backlash to a 
large-scale proposal.

On July 1, Frederick 
County Executive Jessica 
Fitzwater announced a six-
month moratorium on pro-
cessing and accepting appli-
cations for new data center 
development in Frederick 
County, through Dec. 31.

Here’s where other coun-
ties’ data center decisions 
stand — and where they 
could be going:

Harford
Harford County is the 

only jurisdiction in the state 
with an outright, permanent 
ban on data centers. Though 

members of the Harford 
County Council acknowl-
edged that the legislation 
could be legally vulnerable, 
they passed the law unani-
mously in June.

To help avoid potential le-
gal threats, council members 
vowed to work to refine the 
bill’s language after it passed. 
But some council members 
involved in the sweeping ban 
did not run for reelection, 
and those who did lost their 
primary elections in June.

The county has yet to face 
any lawsuits about the leg-
islation, and it remains un-
clear whether the language 
of the bill will be refined.

Anne Arundel
Anne Arundel Coun-

ty officials will hold a pub-
lic hearing Sept. 21 on a bill 
that would broaden the defi-
nition of data storage cen-
ters and further limit what 
types of zones the centers 
can be built in. If passed, the 
bill would take effect after 45 
days later.

Baltimore County
Residents in Baltimore 

County are calling for a to-
tal ban on data centers amid 
concerns about their im-

pacts. The county’s plan-
ning board is set to cast a fi-
nal vote on a report outlining 
potential regulations for the 
facilities Sept. 17. The 51-page 
county report recommends 
where the facilities should be 
located and how to mitigate 
water and electricity use.

In February, the Bal-
timore County Coun-
cil approved a temporary 
moratorium on permits, de-
velopment plans and zon-
ing petitions for data center 
projects, directing the plan-
ning board to make recom-
mendations about whether 
data centers should contin-
ue, and if so, how. The mor-
atorium runs through Jan. 1, 
but could be extended for a 
year if lawmakers pass pend-
ing legislation.

Baltimore City
Baltimore City Council 

President Zeke Cohen intro-
duced legislation in March 
to place a one-year morato-
rium on data centers to ad-
dress rising energy costs for 
city residents and environ-
mental concerns.

Mayor Brandon Scott 
signed legislation in June 
banning centers used for re-
mote storage, processing, 
and distribution of data that 

can use 10 megawatts of elec-
tricity for one year. A contro-
versial data center under 
construction by the Johns 
Hopkins University wasn’t 
impacted by the moratori-
um.

Carroll
Commissioners unani-

mously voted in February to 
pause for one year the accep-
tance or processing of poten-
tial data center plans in Car-
roll County. Now lawmakers 
are trying to decide how to 
proceed with the emerging 
technology amid debates 
about water limits, electricity 
costs and infrastructure.

In May, the Board of Car-
roll County Commission-
ers directed the county to re-
search zoning regulations 
and the impact of data cen-
ters before the moratorium 
expires.

The Department of Plan-
ning and Land Management 
is in “preliminary stages” of 
researching more informa-
tion about data centers and 
the actions of other coun-
ties, according to Interim 
Deputy County Administra-
tor Christine Cambareri. The 
department will then pres-
ent a range of options to the 
board of commissioners.

Howard
In Howard County, the 

Department of Planning and 
Zoning is prohibited from 
accepting new site develop-
ment plans and applications 
for data centers until Nov. 2, 
2027, or until the compre-
hensive rezoning process 
is complete or a data center 
task force makes a recom-
mendation and a zoning reg-
ulation text amendment is 
passed.

The moratorium legisla-
tion, passed in June by the 
Howard County Council, 
also requires the county to 
establish a task force that will 
define data centers for zon-
ing, understand the impacts 
of data centers and consider 
best practices.

The task force “remains in 
its formative stage,” said Safa 
Hira, director of communi-
cations and engagement for 
the Howard County govern-
ment. The council is set to 
take final action on the nom-
inations for the task force 
on Oct. 5. Then the group 
can meet, with a report on 
its findings and recommen-
dations expected by Aug. 4, 
2027.

More than half of Maryland’s counties have hit pause on data centers

Council member proposes simpler impact fee exemption
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Frederick County will turn a 
cornfield into a new Brunswick 
community center for people who 
are at least 50 years old.

It will replace Brunswick’s cur-
rent 50-plus Community Center, a 
small building where people have 
been sharing lunches, socializing 
and playing Wii Bowling, Carolyn 
True, the director for the coun-
ty’s Division of Aging and Inde-
pendence, said during an event 
on Tuesday announcing the new 
center.

The current center is about 900 
square feet, True said Friday in an 
interview ahead of the event. The 
plot of land for the new center is 
13.3 acres.

“It’s time for a modern, accessi-
ble and even more welcoming fa-
cility for the residents of the area,” 
True said on Tuesday.

People used to farm corn on 
the land, according to True.

The county bought the proper-
ty for $800,000, county spokesper-
son Hope Morris wrote in an email 
to The Frederick News-Post.

True said in an interview af-

ter her Tuesday speech that she 
thinks the center will open in 2028 
or 2029. Construction is set to be-
gin in fiscal year 2028.

The county’s five 50-plus Com-
munity Centers host fitness class-
es and recreational programs, ac-
cording to a Division of Aging and 
Independence web page. People 
must fill out a form before attend-
ing their first event at one of the 
centers.

The announcement of a new 
Brunswick center comes after a 
consulting company assessed 
those centers. The consulting 
company, MGT, concluded the 
centers need to be in buildings de-
signed to help older adults, True 
said on Friday.

The county published recom-
mendations from that study after 
Tuesday’s announcement.

In addition to a new center for 
Brunswick, the consulting compa-
ny recommends a new center for 
the Walkersville and Woodsboro 
neighborhoods.

It also recommends renovat-
ing or redeveloping a center for 
the “Frederick Urban Core” and 
adding more capacity or building 
an additional center for the Ur-

bana and New Market neighbor-
hoods, according to a summary of 
the study.

Brunswick’s new center will 
be the county’s first housed in a 
building designed for its services, 
said Lance Richards, an MGT di-
rector who spoke at Tuesday’s an-
nouncement.

“This is the first purpose-built 
space in the county, so we want 
to make sure what we have in this 
space is an example of what fu-
ture centers will look like,” Rich-
ards said in an interview after the 
event.

Having a health clinic and 
rooms that can serve multiple 

functions “are almost basic com-
ponents of a strong, purpose-built 
space,” he said.

True said the Brunswick cen-
ter’s features are not set in stone. 
The Division of Aging and Inde-
pendence is looking at design op-
tions for the center, she said.

“Certainly, fitness classes are 
huge. Education classes are huge,” 
she said. “But then it all goes back 
to what the Brunswick community 
is specifically looking for. I mean, 
that’s what we’ve been offering in 
the past, but there may be other 
opportunities.”

Mary Anne Williams, who 
teaches line dancing through the 
Brunswick center and lives in the 
city of Frederick, said she wants 
the new center to have a café and 
well-paved walking trails. The 
walking trails would help peo-
ple walk easily and the café would 
help people socialize, Williams 
said.

“And then having the café is go-
ing to be really wonderful for peo-
ple to associate and socialize with 
one another, which is hardly avail-
able at any of the other facilities 
here at Brunswick that they use,” 
she said.

County to build new community center in Brunswick
It will be the first center designed 
after a consulting company assessed 
the county’s centers for older adults
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Brunswick Mayor Nathan Brown talks about the location and details of a new Brunswick 50-plus Community 
Center during the announcement of the center in Brunswick on Tuesday.
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People applaud after hearing the announcement of the new 50-plus 
Brunswick Community Center that will be built in Brunswick.
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Brunswick’s current 50-plus Community Center will be replaced by a new 
center.


