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Stephen Stoner
Stephen D. Stoner, 

passed away on June 4, 
2026, in his hometown of 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
Born on July 4, 1959, in Get-
tysburg, he was the son of 
the late Patrick Allen Ston-
er and Laura L. Tenney, nee 
Clabaugh. Stephen mar-
ried the late Jane M. Stoner 
in 1990, and together they 
shared 32 wonderful years. 
Stephen dedicated many 
years to his career as a meat 
cutter at Shrivers Meats in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland. His 
skill and dedication to his 
craft made him a respected 
figure in his workplace and 
among the customers who 
valued his expertise and 
warm spirit. He was known 
for his calm demeanor and 
hard-working nature. Out-
side of work, Stephen was a 
man of simple joys. He en-
joyed fishing, woodwork-
ing and spending time with 
his dogs. He was a devot-
ed reader and had a partic-
ular fondness for the works 
of Stephen King novels. Sur-
viving are children, Brandy 
M. Stely and Nicholas Zeke 

Stoner; grandchildren, Sia 
Stely and Savanna Stely; sib-
lings, Kathy Cashman, Mick 
Stoner (Bonnie), and Don-
nie Stoner (Barb). The fam-
ily will receive friends July 
10, 2026, 12:00 PM to 2:00 
PM, at MYERS-DURBO-
RAW FUNERAL HOME, 
P.A., 210 W Main St, Em-
mitsburg, MD 21727, fol-
lowed by a Memorial Ser-
vice at 2:00 PM. Stephen 
was deeply loved and will 
be missed by all who knew 
him. Online condolences 
may be made at www.my-
ersdurborawfh.com

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWSS. John Rudisill
S. John Rudisill exited 

this earthly life on June 15, 
2026 at the age of 85, fol-
lowing a courageous battle 
against cancers.

Born March 11, 1941 in 
Turbotville, Pennsylvania, 
the son of Carroll and Lila 
Rudisill, he lived his ear-
ly years in PA, graduating 
from Bedford High School 
in 1959.

He went to Edinboro 
State College where he 
graduated with a degree in 
secondary education with 
a concentration in geogra-
phy and history. After one 
year of teaching at Susquen-
ita High School in PA, he 
served in Vietnam as a die-
sel mechanic and later as 
an electrician on a main-
tenance boat in Cam Rahn 
Bay.

After the military, in ad-
dition to working with his 
brother in drywall, he went 
to University of Pittsburgh 
where he earned his mas-
ters degree in geography 
and completed all require-
ments for a doctorate with 
the exception of the disser-
tation. In 1973, he began 
teaching at Governor Thom-
as Johnson High School, in 
Frederick, MD, where he 
taught Social Studies for 
over 30 years.

John enjoyed sports from 

his days as a Little League 
baseball player through 
high school basketball, 
baseball, football, and wres-
tling, and he continued 
wrestling in college. He lat-
er shared his love of sports 
by volunteering as a soc-
cer, basketball, and softball 
coach with MVAA. His en-
thusiasm for friendly com-
petition later found outlets 
in golf and spirited games of 
international rummy.

A skilled carpenter and 
craftsman, with the help of 
family and friends, he built 
two homes. Generous with 
his time, skills, and advice, 
he helped many others with 
their building projects.

He is survived by wife, 
Gail, daughters Stephanie 
Clark, Kristin Cash, Meghan 
(Mike) Wilson, Heather 
(Manohar) Kamath, siblings 
Joanne McIntyre and Mar-
lene Claycomb, grandchil-
dren Lila Broadrup, Devin, 
Jeremy and Caden Cash, 
Taylor, Cameron and Steed 
Clark, Sachi Kamath, Brielle 
Wilson, and great-grand-
children Malcolm Cash and 
John Michael Clark. He was 
predeceased by his siblings 
Laren, Elaine, and Carol 
Lee.

Family and friends will 
gather to honor his memory 
at a date to be announced.
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Diane Cross
Diane, a name with the 

meaning “divine,” “god-
dess-like,” or “heavenly”, 
sets the bar high for anyone 
who owns it — but those 
lucky enough to know her 
know this to be a true de-
scription for the heart of Di-
ane Cross.

She passed peacefully on 
Sunday morning, May 18th 
2026, surrounded by fam-
ily. She put up a long fight, 
though she will not be re-
membered or defined by 
the disease that took her; 
her legacy and spirit left be-
hind is infinitely greater.

Diane Maire Cross was 
born on October 25th, 1943 
to Jack and Evelyn Linkins in 
Washington, DC. She grew 
up in Rockville, Maryland 
with her best friend and sis-
ter, Jackie (Mark) Jones. She 
was the proud mother of her 
two boys, Dean (Kelly) and 
Darrell Swink and met the 
absolute love of her life in 
1977, Bob Cross. 

For the past 35 years, 
she was lovingly known as 
“Mammy” to her 2 niec-
es, Joanna and Jillian; five 
grandchildren, Lindsey (JC), 
Kyle, Aaron, Lexy, and Han-
na (Zac); and great-grand-
son, Parker.

She loved her family 
fiercely, always everyone’s 
number one cheerleader. If 
something was going on in 
your life, good or bad, you 
could guarantee you’d re-
ceive a call from her offer-
ing unwavering love and 
support. She loved keep-
ing her family close, wheth-
er that be hosting holidays 
with her famous lasagna and 
carrot cake, adorning her 
home with family photos, or 
cherishing and never eras-
ing years-old love notes writ-
ten to her by her family on a 
dry erase board in her kitch-
en. She did everything with 
her husband and soulmate, 
Bob; they had a patient, lov-
ing, and special bond that 
one could only hope to ex-
perience in life. They had 
their daily rituals together 
that kept their love alive for 
49 years.

There are no words to ac-
curately describe how much 
she will be missed, but there 
are endless reminders left in 
this world of who she was 
and what she loved most.

She was naturally and 
effortlessly beautiful, in-
side and out. She had a 
“color” — a very specif-
ic mauve-y shade of plum 
purple was Mammy. A de-
voted black coffee lover (de-
caf was a curse word in her 

home, she liked the good 
stuff). She loved going on 
daily walks in her neigh-
borhood and getting lost 
in a good book on her Kin-
dle. As mentioned before 
but worth saying again, she 
made the best lasagna and 
carrot cake you’ll ever have. 
She had a soft and gentle 
tone to her voice that imme-
diately put you at ease, but 
she was not afraid to speak 
up and voice her opinions. 
She had deep compassion 
and understanding for peo-
ple from all different cul-
tures, ethnicities, and walks 
in life. She supported her 
husband’s sweet tooth and 
always made him an ex-
tra plate when baking des-
serts (gooey butter cake and 
Hello Dollies just to name a 
few).

She loved spotting bright 
red cardinals and always 
had a wooden one hanging 
from her porch. She had the 
prettiest cursive handwrit-
ing. She loved the sound 
of water — the ocean, bab-
bling brooks, old fash-
ioned water sprinklers, and 
calm rain. She never for-
got a birthday or anniver-
sary and took the time to 
send a card, call, or text. She 
spent countless summers 
with Bob in his hometown 
of Cape Cod, Massachusetts 
visiting the beach and get-
ting ice cream at Four Seas. 
You could always find plain 
seltzer water in her fridge 
and Sister Schubert’s rolls 
in her freezer. She had a 
welcoming light in her eyes 
and a genuine warmth in 
her smile, a sparkle that will 
never be forgotten. She be-
lieved kindness and empa-
thy were the secrets to hap-
piness, life principles that 
her family will continue as 
her legacy.

A celebration of life will 
take place at a later time. In 
lieu of flowers and in mem-
ory of Diane, her family asks 
that you listen to the song 
“You Are So Beautiful” and 
go on a walk.

Doris Huffer
Doris Jacquelyn Huffer, 

91, of Jefferson, MD passed 
away on June 15, 2026, at 
Frederick Memorial Hospi-
tal surrounded by her fam-
ily.

Born January 4, 1935, in 
Washington DC, she was the 
daughter of the late Roy W. 
Pryor and Inez L. Pryor of 
Wolfsville, MD. Jackie gradu-
ated from Middletown High 
School and was employed 
the by FBI in Washington 
DC, until she joined her 
husband in Honolulu, Ha-
waii where he was stationed 
during the Korean War.

Jackie was preceded 
in death by her husband 
Wayne E Huffer, married 59 
years and her high school 
sweetheart. Jackie was also 
preceded in death by son, 
Randy Wayne Huffer, broth-
er, Donald Pryor, sister, Bar-
bara Shimp, sister-in-law 
Harriet Pryor, grandson, 
Bradley Huffer, great grand-
son, Logan Luaces-Huffer 
and brother in laws Jay 
Wendal Huffer and Harold 
Webber Jr.

She is survived by son 
Michael Huffer (Melissa); 
Grandchildren, Matt Huffer 
(Erin), Megan Delashmutt 
(Patrick), Ryan Huffer (Ana 
Long), Morgan Foreman 
(Jacob), Great Grandchil-
dren; Grayson, Madelyn, 
Logan, Carter, Oaklyn, Ry-
der, Nora and Quinn, Broth-
er-in-law; Sam Huffer, Anne 
Huffer, and Sheila Webber 

and many nieces, nephews 
and friends from St. Paul Lu-
thern Church, Burkittsville 
Ruritan and Fenwick Island 
Delaware.

She loved to travel to 
warm places, work in the 
garden, read books, work on 
puzzles, and helping oth-
ers. She was also very ac-
tive with St. Paul Luther-
an Church and Burkittsville 
Ruritan Ladies Auxiliary.

A Visitation will be held 
at Thompson Harman Fu-
neral Home, 31 E Main 
Street, Middletown on Fri-
day, June 19,2026 from 6:00 
to 8:00 pm. A Funeral Ser-
vice will be held at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, 5 E Main 
Street, Burkittsville on Sat-
urday, June 20, 2026, at 2:00 
pm. Interment to follow in 
Christ Reformed Cemetery, 
Middletown. Condolences 
and more information avail-
able at www.harmanfuner-
als.com

We’re more than just print.
Visit us at fredericknewspost.com.

By GIADA ZAMPANO
Associated Press

ROME — Carlo Ginz-
burg, an Italian histori-
an whose pioneering work 
transformed the study of 
the past by recovering the 
voices of marginalized peo-
ple, died Wednesday at 87.

The Scuola Normale 
Superiore in Pisa, where 
he was both a student and 
professor emeritus, said he 
died in the northern Italian 
city of Bologna.

Ginzburg was a pioneer 
of microhistory, which fo-
cuses on small, specific 
units of analysis — such as 
an individual, a communi-
ty, or a singular event — to 
reveal broader themes and 
issues within history.

A leading figure in con-
temporary historiography, 
Ginzburg developed the 
so-called “evidential par-
adigm,” a method based 
on interpreting clues, trac-
es and seemingly minor 
details to reconstruct the 
experiences of those ex-
cluded from dominant 
narratives.

His early work focused 
on the “benandanti,” a pa-
gan fertility cult in the 
16th- and 17th-century 
Friuli region whose mem-
bers, seen as shamanic 
healers, were accused of 
heresy by the Inquisition.

The research under-
pinned his first book, pub-
lished in 1966, in which 
he traced the cult’s roots 
to older Central European 
beliefs.

He later explored her-
esy in his landmark 1976 
book “The Cheese and the 
Worms,” widely regarded 
as one of the most import-
ant works of Italian histo-
riography.

The book reconstruct-

ed the trial of a 16th-centu-
ry Friulian miller accused 
of holding unorthodox be-
liefs about the origins of 
the world and Jesus Christ.

Drawing on inquisi-
torial records, Ginzburg 
showed how power and re-
sistance are embedded in 
the same documents, us-
ing small-scale cases to il-
luminate broader tensions 
between elite and popular 
culture, and between au-
thority and dissent.

Born in Turin in 1939 
to writer Natalia Ginzburg 
and anti-fascist activist Le-
one Ginzburg, he taught at 
universities including Har-
vard, Yale, Princeton, and 
the University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles. His books 
were translated into more 
than 30 languages.

He received numerous 
international honors, in-
cluding the Prix Aby War-
burg, the Balzan Prize, the 
Antonio Feltrinelli Prize 
and the Humboldt Re-
search Award.

In a 2023 interview with 
the Italian cultural maga-
zine Lucy, Ginzburg said 
his approach could extend 
beyond historical research 
and that it should be ap-
plied “in everyday life” to 
better understand others.

In a statement, the Scu-
ola Normale Superiore 
said he “changed the way 
of practicing the histori-
an’s craft,” adding that he 
“restores voice to those 
who lack it, shows that the 
rigor of proof is a form of 
justice, and upholds a de-
manding idea of truth.”

He is survived by his 
two daughters, Silvia, an 
art historian, and Lisa, a 
writer and essayist, from 
his marriage to his former 
wife, late historian Anna 
Rossi-Doria.

By MICHAEL R. SISAK
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Luigi Mangione 
plans to assert a psychiatric defense 
at his state murder trial, claiming he 
was suffering from extreme emo-
tional disturbance when he gunned 
down UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian 
Thompson, a judge said Wednesday. 
It wouldn’t absolve him of the Dec. 4, 
2024, killing, but could free him from 
prison sooner.

If a jury accepts that defense, the 
panel would convict Mangione of 
manslaughter and he would face up 
to 25 years in prison. Alternative-
ly, the jury could reject the extreme 
emotional disturbance defense and 
convict him of murder, which carries 
a potential life sentence. That defense 
isn’t available in his federal case.

Judge Gregory Carro announced 
the decision in court Wednesday, two 
weeks after holding a secret hear-
ing on the matter at the defense’s re-
quest. He said he will release a tran-
script from that hearing and other 
records once redactions are made.

Carro said Mangione’s lawyers first 
notified him in a sealed letter last Sep-
tember that they planned to pursue a 
psychiatric defense and confirmed 
the decision at the June 3 hearing.

But, the judge warned, they’re 
“coming close to not being able to 
put forth that defense” after prose-
cutors complained that Mangione’s 
lawyers had yet to give them details 
about what they say triggered their 
client’s extreme emotional distur-
bance. Prosecutors need to know 
that before they have their own psy-
chological expert evaluate him, Car-
ro said.

“Nothing is 
going to be a sur-
prise,” Carro told 
Mangione’s law-
yers. “I’m not 
going to let you 
surprise the Peo-
ple on the eve 
of trial. So, get it 
done.”

Carro said 
he didn’t expect 
the development 
to delay Mangi-

one’s trial, which is scheduled to start 
Sept. 8. The federal trial, which in-
volves stalking charges, is set to begin 
on Oct. 13.

Mangione, 28, has pleaded not 
guilty in both cases.

Sitting between his lawyers and 
wearing a blue suit, he tried to block 
his face with a large envelope as news 
photographers crowded near him at 
the start of Wednesday’s hearing. He 
didn’t appear to have any reaction as 
Carro spoke about the planned psy-
chiatric defense.

At a February hearing, Mangione 
had railed against the prospect of two 
trials, telling Carro: “It’s the same tri-
al twice. One plus one is two. Double 
jeopardy by any commonsense defi-
nition.”

An emotional disturbance defense 
is not the same as a not guilty by rea-
son of insanity defense, which would 
allow a defendant to go to a psychiat-
ric facility instead of prison.

Circumstances of case could 
hamper defense, expert says

To establish an emotional distur-
bance defense, Mangione’s lawyers 

must demonstrate that the distur-
bance was so extreme it robbed him 
of self-control; that, in his mind, there 
was a reasonable explanation for the 
disturbance; and that it influenced 
him to kill Thompson.

Heather Cucolo, a New York Law 
School professor and expert in men-
tal health law, said Mangione’s law-
yers could try to accomplish that by 
having a psychologist testify about his 
mental state at the time of the killing 
and the extent of any trauma, abuse 
or emotional instability he’s suffered. 
But, she said, they aren’t required to 
show any proof of a mental illness or 
show he was in danger.

The circumstances of Mangione’s 
case could make it tough for his law-
yers to convince jurors to accept a de-
fense that people often associate with 
crimes of passion or a sudden out-
burst where someone is given shock-
ing information that evokes a strong 
response, Cucolo said.

Prosecutors say Mangione planned 
the attack, wrote in a notebook about 
wanting to “wack” a health insur-
ance executive and traveled from out 
of state to ambush Thompson, 50, as 
the CEO walked to a Manhattan ho-
tel for an investor conference. “Delay,” 
“deny” and “depose” were written on 
the ammunition, police said, mimick-
ing a phrase describing how insurers 
avoid paying claims.

“People want to view this within 
a relatively short period of time and 
they want it to be simply laid out,” 
Cucolo said, giving the example of a 
spousal killing over infidelity. As time 
passes, she said, “people are not as 
willing to accept this emotional re-
sponse that ends up in the death of a 
human being.”

Microhistory pioneer 
Ginzburg, who gave voice 
to the marginalized, dies
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Then-Italian President Giorgio Napolitano, left, awards 
Italian professor Carlo Ginzburg with the Balzan Prize in 
Rome’s Quirinale presidential palace in November 2010.

Mangione will assert psychiatric defense 
in murder case of UnitedHealthcare CEO

Mangione


