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CARING FOR YOUR
BONES, JOINTS & MUSCLES

ARTHRITIS & INFLAMMATION
FOOT & ANKLE
HAND & UPPER EXTREMITY
JOINT REPLACEMENT
PAIN MANAGEMENT

PEDIATRIC ORTHOPAEDICS
PHYSICAL THERAPY
SPINE & NECK
SPORTS MEDICINE
URGENT CARE
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Sports O’s O’Hearn, Holliday reach 
Phase 2 of All-Star voting
B3

NFL suspends Tucker for first 10 weeks of season

By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

KNOXVILLE – For the third time Thurs-
day night, the Brunswick Railroaders Little 
League junior baseball team felt the pres-
sure.

On the first two occasions, they re-
sponded to a run scored by Frederick Lit-
tle League. On this occasion, BRLL had to 
hold on to a lead of its own.

FLL pulled within one run on a one-out 
balk in the top of the seventh, prompting 
Brunswick to turn to Jaden Purks on the 
mound. In just five pitches, that pressure 
was no more.

Purks locked down a two-out save that 

sealed BRLL’s 5-4 win at Othello Regional 
Park, giving the team the Maryland Junior 
League District 2 championship. Bruns-
wick advanced to the state tournament, 
which begins July 5 in Hurlock.

“That’s their character right there,” 
BRLL manager Adam Kurtz said. “You 
can say all you want in [the dugout], but 
it doesn’t matter. They have to do it out 
there. It’s just a testament to their charac-
ter and growth as young men to overcome 
and stay in the game the way they did.”

It’s the first time in the tournament 
Brunswick has overcome adversity, as its 
previous outing was a 10-0 romp of the 
same Frederick team.

Before Purks’ effort, pitcher Matt John-

son supplied the heroics.
With two outs in the bottom of the fifth, 

he grounded a go-ahead RBI single up the 
middle that bounced off the lip of the out-
field grass to ensure catcher Jacob Marti-
nis would score. Two pitches earlier, Mar-
tinis evened the contest for the second 
time with an RBI single of his own.

“You just gotta trust in the guy behind 
you and know that he’s gonna do a job,” 
Johnson said.

But Johnson particularly stood out on 
the mound.

He frequently blew zippy fastballs by 
FLL’s hitters, and his buckling curveball 

By MATT WEYRICH
Baltimore Sun

The wrong side of history has come 
knocking for the Orioles three times 
over their past five games, and each time 
they’ve barely fended it off.

Three pitchers have carried a bid for 
a no-hitter into the seventh inning or lat-
er against Baltimore (34-46) since Satur-
day, taking advantage of an offense that 
has been sputtering of late.

The New York Yankees’ Clarke 
Schmidt was the first, blanking the Ori-
oles over seven dominant frames Satur-
day before his pitch count and a blowout 
score forced in a journeyman reliev-
er who lost the combined effort in the 

eighth. Then came 
the Texas Rangers’ Ja-
cob Latz, a 29-year-
old left-hander who 
went six frames Tues-
day without a hit al-
lowed in what was 
third career start. On 
Wednesday, it was Ja-

cob deGrom’s turn as the future Hall of 
Famer was perfect through six and had 
a no-hitter intact until Colton Cowser’s 
leadoff single in the eighth.

“It’s baseball, I’m not concerned 
about it,” Cowser said Wednesday night 
of the recent stretch. “I think that every 
day we’re just trying to go out there and 
execute a plan and approach and some-
times if a pitcher is able to get us outside 
of that approach, we’re not going to have 
as much success. I think you’ve seen that 
a little bit lately, but we’re going to stay 
and remain confident in this clubhouse.”

The Orioles’ offense had been on the 
upswing the past few weeks, averaging 
5.3 runs per game over their previous 
10 contests entering Saturday. They’ve 
scored 2.6 per game since, twice finish-
ing with one hit. Losses have also been 
particularly tough to swallow lately, in-
cluding the three no-hit bids, a wast-
ed 8-0 lead against the Tampa Bay Rays 
and a 2-1 advantage surrendered in the 
eighth in New York.

The most noticeable thing 
about Tre Johnson is not his fash-
ion. Promise. Even though Johnson 
made himself a topic Wednesday 
night among those who wonder why 
anyone would be caught on camera 
wearing a cropped suit jacket and 
billowing dress shorts that looked 
like they were stolen from his big 
brother’s closet.

The look was so jarring that 
as Johnson, whom the Washing-
ton Wizards selected sixth over-
all in the NBA draft, walked toward 
the stage at Barclays Center for his 

big moment, ESPN analyst Jay Bilas 
couldn’t resist.

“Up top, he looks like a banker,” 
Bilas cracked. “Down low, he’s like a 
guitarist for AC/DC.”

With a jumper like his, Johnson 
can get away with wearing anything 
he wants.

In continuing their rebuild-
ing project, the Wizards drafted 

someone ready to rise, aim and 
fire. As a freshman at Texas, John-
son led the SEC with a 19.9 scor-
ing average. It’s Johnson — and not 
that other former spectacular Long-
horn, Kevin Durant — who owns 
the school’s freshman single-game 
scoring record with 39 points. And 
during the NCAA tournament play-
in game against Xavier, his shoot-
ing was so impressive that oppos-
ing coach Sean Miller extended his 
hand during play to slap fives after 

Associated Press

The NFL suspended former Ravens 
kicker Justin Tucker for violating the 
league’s personal couduct policy.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — The NFL suspended 
former Baltimore Ravens kicker Justin 
Tucker for the first 10 weeks of the sea-
son on Thursday for violating its per-
sonal conduct policy.

The suspension takes effect on Aug. 
26, which is roster cutdown day, and 
Tucker is eligible for reinstatement 
on Nov. 11. Tucker remains free to try 
out with and sign with a team. If he is 
signed, he can attend training camp 
and participate in preseason games. If 

he remains without a team, he can still 
serve the suspension and return in No-
vember.

The 35-year-old became a free 
agent after the Ravens released him last 
month in the aftermath of reports that 
he was accused of inappropriate sexual 
behavior by massage therapists. Tuck-
er has maintained he did not act inap-
propriately while receiving profession-
al treatment.

A five-time All-Pro, Tucker has 
played his entire 13-year career with 
Baltimore. He is considered one of the 

best kickers in NFL history, although 
2024 was his worst season.

The Baltimore Banner since January 
has reported that more than a dozen 
massage therapists have accused Tuck-
er of inappropriate sexual behavior.

Former Ravens place kicker is eligible for reinstatement on Nov. 11

JUNIOR LEAGUE BASEBALL DISTRICT 2 TOURNAMENTOrioles not 
concerned 
over 3 no-hit 
bids in 5 days

Associated Press

As a freshman at Texas, guard Tre Johnson led the SEC with a 19.9 point-
per-game scoring average.

The long and short of it: Johnson, 
Wizards could be a perfect fit

The Washington Post

Candace Buckner

UP NEXT
 What: Rays at 

Orioles 
  When: 7 p.m. 
 TV: Apple TV

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Brunswick  pitcher Matt Johnson winds up a pitch to a Frederick batter in Thursday’s District 2 Junior Little League game against Frederick.

HANDLING PRESSURE
Brunswick thwarts Frederick’s comeback bid to win district title and advance to states

(See TUCKER B2)

(See WIZARDS B2)

(See BRUNSWICK B2)(See ORIOLES B2)
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Major League Baseball
American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 46 34 .575 —
Tampa Bay 46 35 .568 ½
Toronto 43 37 .538 3
Boston 40 42 .488 7
Baltimore 34 46 .425 12

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Detroit 51 31 .622 —
Cleveland 40 39 .506 9½
Minnesota 39 42 .481 11½
Kansas City 38 43 .469 12½
Chicago 26 55 .321 24½

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 48 33 .593 —
Seattle 41 39 .513 6½
Los Angeles 40 40 .500 7½
Texas 40 41 .494 8
Athletics 33 50 .398 16
Wednesday’s Games

Chicago White Sox 7, Arizona 3
L.A. Angels 5, Boston 2
Texas 7, Baltimore 0
Athletics 3, Detroit 0
Cleveland 5, Toronto 4, 10 innings
Minnesota 2, Seattle 0
N.Y. Yankees 7, Cincinnati 1
Tampa Bay 3, Kansas City 0
Houston 2, Philadelphia 0

Thursday’s Games
Detroit 8, Athletics 0
Toronto 6, Cleveland 0
Tampa Bay 4, Kansas City 0
Houston 2, Philadelphia 1
Minnesota 10, Seattle 1

Friday’s Games
Athletics (Spence 2-2) at N.Y. Yankees (Warren 

4-4), 7:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Pepiot 5-6) at Baltimore (Sugano 

5-4), 7:05 p.m.
Minnesota (TBD) at Detroit (TBD), 7:10 p.m.
St. Louis (Gray 7-2) at Cleveland (Ortiz 4-8), 

7:10 p.m.
Toronto (Berríos 3-3) at Boston (Bello 3-2), 

7:10 p.m.
San Francisco (Roupp 5-5) at Chicago White Sox 

(Civale 1-4), 7:40 p.m.
Seattle (Gilbert 2-2) at Texas (Eovaldi 4-3), 

8:05 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Horton 3-1) at Houston (Walter 

0-1), 8:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (May 4-5) at Kansas City (Cameron 

2-3), 8:10 p.m.
Washington (Irvin 6-3) at L.A. Angels (Soriano 

5-5), 9:38 p.m.
Saturday’s Games

Athletics at N.Y. Yankees, 1:05 p.m.
Minnesota at Detroit, 1:10 p.m.
Seattle at Texas, 4:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Baltimore, 4:05 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Kansas City, 4:10 p.m.
San Francisco at Chicago White Sox, 4:10 p.m.
St. Louis at Cleveland, 4:10 p.m.
Toronto at Boston, 4:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Houston, 7:15 p.m.
Washington at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.

MLB All-Star Voting
AL finalists:
Catcher: Alejandro Kirk, Cal Raleigh
First base: Paul Goldschmidt, Vladimir Guerrero Jr.
Second Base: Jackson Holliday, Gleyber Torres
Third Base: Alex Bregman, José Ramírez
Shortstop: Jacob Wilson, Bobby Witt Jr.
Designated Hitter: Ryan O’Hearn, Ben Rice
Outfield: Javier Báez, Riley Greene, Steven Kwan, 

Mike Trout
NL finalists
Catcher: Carson Kelly, Will Smith
First Base: Pete Alonso, Freddie Freeman
Second Base: Tommy Edman, Ketel Marte
Third Base: Manny Machado, Max Muncy
Shortstop: Mookie Betts, Francisco Lindor
Outfield: Ronald Acuña Jr., Pete Crow-Armstrong, 

Teoscar Hernández, Andy Pages, Juan Soto, Kyle 
Tucker

Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Sent LHP Cade Povich to 

Norfolk (IL) on a rehab assignment.
CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Optioned RHP Nic 

Enright to Columbus (IL). Recalled RHP Zak Kent 
from Columbus.

DETROIT TIGERS — Selected the contract of 
LHP Dietrich Enns from Toledo (IL). Designated 
LHP Matt Gage for assignment. Activated LHP 
Dietrich Enns.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Optioned 2B Kyren Paris 
to Salt Lake (PCL). Reinstated 3B Kevin Newman 
from the paternity list.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Placed INF Rowdy Tellez 
on unconditional release waivers.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Sent RHP Yimi Garcia to 
Dunedin (FSL) on a rehab assignment.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Agreed to terms 

with RHP Daniel Mengden on a minor league 
contract.

ATLANTA BRAVES — Recalled RHP Michael 
Petersen from Gwinnett (IL). Optioned LHP Austin 
Cox to Gwinnett.

CHICAGO CUBS — Reinstated LHP Shota Imanaga 
from the 15-day IL. Designated RHP Michael Fulmer 
for assignment.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Optioned RHP Will 
Klein to Oklahoma City (PCL). Reinstated RHP Luis 
Garcia from the 15-day IL.

MIAMI MARLINS — Sent CF Derek Hill to Jackson-
ville (IL) on a rehab assignment.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Sent CF Blake Perkins 
to Nashville (IL) on a rehab assignment.

NEW YORK METS — Recalled RHP Austin Warren 
from Syracuse (IL). Optioned RHP Jonathan Pintaro 
to Syracuse.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Agreed to terms 
with LHP Genesis Cabrera on a major league 
contract. Designated RHP Hunter Stratton for 
assignment. Optioned RHP Michael Darrell-Hicks 
to Indianapolis.

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 48 34 .585 —
Philadelphia 47 34 .580 ½
Atlanta 37 43 .463 10
Miami 34 45 .430 12½
Washington 33 48 .407 14½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 48 33 .593 —
Milwaukee 45 36 .556 3
St. Louis 44 38 .537 4½
Cincinnati 42 39 .519 6
Pittsburgh 32 50 .390 16½

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 51 31 .622 —
San Diego 44 36 .550 6
San Francisco 44 37 .543 6½
Arizona 41 39 .513 9
Colorado 18 63 .222 32½
Wednesday’s Games

Milwaukee 4, Pittsburgh 2
Chicago White Sox 7, Arizona 3
San Diego 1, Washington 0
N.Y. Mets 7, Atlanta 3
N.Y. Yankees 7, Cincinnati 1
Chicago Cubs 8, St. Louis 0
Houston 2, Philadelphia 0
L.A. Dodgers 8, Colorado 1
Miami 8, San Francisco 5, 10 innings

Thursday’s Games
Houston 2, Philadelphia 1
Chicago Cubs 3, St. Louis 0
L.A. Dodgers 3, Colorado 1
Miami 12, San Francisco 5
N.Y. Mets 4, Atlanta 0

Friday’s Games
N.Y. Mets (Peterson 5-3) at Pittsburgh (Keller 1-10), 

6:40 p.m.
San Diego (Cease 3-6) at Cincinnati (Martinez 

4-8), 7:10 p.m.
St. Louis (Gray 7-2) at Cleveland (Ortiz 4-8), 7:10 

p.m.
Philadelphia (Abel 2-1) at Atlanta (Elder 2-4), 

7:15 p.m.
San Francisco (Roupp 5-5) at Chicago White Sox 

(Civale 1-4), 7:40 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Horton 3-1) at Houston (Walter 0-1), 

8:10 p.m.
Colorado (TBD) at Milwaukee (Quintana 5-2), 

8:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (May 4-5) at Kansas City (Cameron 

2-3), 8:10 p.m.
Washington (Irvin 6-3) at L.A. Angels (Soriano 5-5), 

9:38 p.m.
Miami (Pérez 0-2) at Arizona (Kelly 7-3), 9:40 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
N.Y. Mets at Pittsburgh, 4:05 p.m.
Colorado at Milwaukee, 4:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Kansas City, 4:10 p.m.
Miami at Arizona, 4:10 p.m.
San Diego at Cincinnati, 4:10 p.m.
San Francisco at Chicago White Sox, 4:10 p.m.
St. Louis at Cleveland, 4:10 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Houston, 7:15 p.m.
Philadelphia at Atlanta, 7:15 p.m.
Washington at L.A. Angels, 9:38 p.m.

NBA Draft
First Round

1. Dallas Mavericks, Cooper Flagg, f, Duke.
2. San Antonio Spurs, Dylan Harper, g, Rutgers.
3. Philadelphia 76ers, VJ Edgecombe, g, Baylor.
4. Charlotte Hornets, Kon Knueppel, w, Duke.
5. Utah Jazz, Ace Bailey, w, Rutgers.
6. Washington Wizards, Tre Johnson, g, Texas.
7. New Orleans Pelicans, Jeremiah Fears, g, 

Oklahoma.
8. Brooklyn Nets, Egor Demin, g, BYU.
9. Toronto Raptors, Collin Murray-Boyles, f, South 

Carolina.
10. a-Houston Rockets (from Phoenix via Brooklyn; 

reported traded to Phoenix), Khaman Maluach, c, 
Duke.

11. b-Portland Trailblazers, Cedric Coward, w, 
Washington St.

12. Chicago Bulls, Noa Essengue, f, (France).
13. c-Atlanta Hawks (from Sacramento), Derek 

Queen, c, Maryland.
14. San Antonio Spurs (from Atlanta), Carter Bryant, 

w, Arizona.
15. Oklahoma City Thunder (from Miami via the LA 

Clippers), Thomas Sorber, C, Georgetown.
16. d-Memphis Grizzlies (from Orlando), Yang 

Hansen, c, (China).
17. Minnesota Timberwolves (from Detroit via New 

York, Oklahoma City and Houston), Joan Beringer, 
c, (France).

18. e-Washington Wizards (from Memphis), Walter 
Clayton Jr., g, Florida.

19. Brooklyn Nets (from Milwaukee via New York, 
Detroit, Portland and New Orleans), Nolan Traore, 
g, (France).

20. Miami Heat (from Golden State), Kasparas 
Jakucionis, g, Illinois.

21. Utah Jazz (from Minnesota), Will Riley, w, Illinois.
22. f-Atlanta Hawks (from the L.A. Lakers via New 

Orleans), Drake Powell, w, North Carolina.
23. g-New Orleans Pelicans (from Indiana), Asa 

Newell, f, Georgia.
24. h-Oklahoma City Thunder (from the L.A. 

Clippers), Nique Clifford, w, Colorado St.
25. Orlando Magic (from Denver), Jase Richardson, 

g, Michigan St.
26. Brooklyn Nets (from New York), Ben Saraf, g, 

(Israel).
27. Brooklyn Nets (from Houston), Danny Wolf, f, 

Michigan.
28. Boston Celtics, Hugo Gonzalez, w, (Spain).
29. i-Phoenix Suns (from Cleveland via Utah), Liam 

McNealy, w, UConn.
30. L.A. Clippers (from Oklahoma City), Yanic Konan 

Niederhauser, c, Penn St.
Proposed Trades

a-Houston to Phoenix.
b-Portland to Memphis
c-Atlanta to New Orleans.
d-Memphis to Portland.
e-Washington to Utah.
f-Atlanta to Brooklyn.
g-New Orleans to Atlanta.
h-Oklahoma City to Sacramento.
i-Phoenix to Charlotte.

TV Sports
Friday, June 27
AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL (MEN’S)

5:35 a.m.
FS2 — AFL: Western at Sydney
11 p.m.
FS2 — AFL: Melbourne at Gold Coast
2 a.m. (Saturday)
FS2 — AFL: North Melbourne at Hawthorn

AUTO RACING
7:25 a.m.
ESPN2 — Formula 1: Practice, Red Bull Ring, 

Spielberg, Austria
10:55 a.m.
ESPN2 — Formula 1: Practice, Red Bull Ring, 

Spielberg, Austria
1:05 p.m.
FS2 — NASCAR CRAFTSMAN Truck Series: Practice, 

Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, Conn.
5:05 p.m.
TRUTV — NASCAR Cup Series: Qualifying, EchoPark 

Speedway, Hampton, Ga.
7 p.m.
FS1 — NHRA: Qualifying, Summit Racing Equipment 

Motorsports Park in Norwalk, Ohio (Taped)
7:30 p.m.
CW — NASCAR Xfinity Series: The Focused Health 

250, EchoPark Speedway, Hampton, Ga.
6:25 a.m. (Saturday)
ESPN2 — Formula 1: Practice, Red Bull Ring, 

Spielberg, Austria
GOLF

7:30 a.m.
GOLF — DP World Tour: The Italian Open, Second 

Round, Argentario GC, Monte Argentario, Italy
11 a.m.
GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Dow Championship, Second 

Round, Midland Country Club, Midland, Mich.
2 p.m.
FOX — LIV Golf League: First Round, Maridoe Golf 

Club, Carrollton, Texas
3 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour: The Rocket Classic, Second 

Round, Detroit Golf Club, Detroit
6 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour Champions: The U.S. Senior Open 

Championship, Second Round, Broadmoor Golf Club 
(East Course), Colorado Springs, Colo.

6:30 a.m. (Saturday)
GOLF — DP World Tour: The Italian Open, Third 

Round, Argentario GC, Monte Argentario, Italy
HORSE RACING

2 p.m.
FS2 — NYRA: America’s Day at the Races

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
10:30 p.m.
ESPN — PFL World Tournament — Semifinals: 

Middleweights, Light Heavyweights & Heavyweights, 
Chicago
MLB BASEBALL

7:05 p.m.
APPLE TV+ — Tampa Bay at Baltimore
7:10 p.m.
APPLE TV+ — St. Louis at Cleveland
8 p.m.
MLBN — Regional Coverage: L.A. Dodgers at Kansas 

City (8:10 p.m.) OR Chicago Cubs at Houston (8:10 
p.m.)

9:30 p.m.
MASN — Washington at L.A.  Angels
11 p.m.
MLBN — Regional Coverage: Washington at L.A. 

Angels (9:35 p.m.) OR Miami at Arizona (9:40 p.m.)
NHL HOCKEY

7 p.m.
ESPN — 2025 NHL Draft: First Round, Los Angeles

OT7 FOOTBALL
7 p.m.
NFLN — Playoffs Group Stage: TBD, Championships 

— Game 2, Miami
8 p.m.
NFLN — Playoffs Group Stage: TBD, Championships 

— Game 3, Miami
SOCCER (WOMEN’S)

3 p.m.
CBSSN — International Friendly: Spain vs. Japan, 

Madrid
TENNIS

5:30 a.m.
TENNIS — Eastbourne-ATP/WTA, Mallorca-ATP, 

Bad Homburg-WTA Semifinals
6 a.m.
TENNIS — Eastbourne-ATP/WTA, Mallorca-ATP, 

Bad Homburg-WTA Semifinals
WNBA BASKETBALL

7:30 p.m.
ION — Indiana at Dallas
10 p.m.
ION — New York at Phoenix

X GAMES
9 p.m.
ESPN2 — X Games 2025: Day 1, Salt Lake City

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
New York 11 3 .786 —
Atlanta 10 5 .667 1½
Indiana 7 8 .467 4½
Washington 7 8 .467 4½
Chicago 4 10 .286 7
Connecticut 2 13 .133 9½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 12 2 .857 —
Phoenix 11 4 .733 1½
Seattle 9 6 .600 3½
Golden State 7 7 .500 5
Las Vegas 7 7 .500 5
Los Angeles 5 11 .313 8
Dallas 4 12 .250 9

Wednesday’s Games
Las Vegas 85, Connecticut 59
New York 81, Golden State 78

Thursday’s Games
Los Angeles 85, Indiana 75
Washington at Las Vegas, late

Friday’s Games
Indiana at Dallas, 7:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Connecticut at Seattle, 10 p.m.
New York at Phoenix, 10 p.m.

A message seeking com-
ment was left with Tucker’s 
publicist Thursday.

Tucker’s ban was similar 
to the one received by Cleve-
land quarterback Deshaun 
Watson, who was suspend-
ed by the NFL for the first 11 
games of the 2022 season. He 
was accused by more than 
two dozen women of sexu-
ally assaulting and harassing 

them during massage thera-
py sessions in Houston, when 
he played for the Texans. Two 
grand juries declined to indict 
him.

Watson initially was sus-
pended for six games by a 
disciplinary officer. The NFL 
sought a minimum one-year 
suspension. A settlement was 
reached after the league ap-
pealed the initial ruling.

After the Ravens cut Tuck-
er, coach John Harbaugh said 

the decision-making process 
was “complex” and indicated 
the team had been concerned 
about a possible suspension.

“I think if you step back 
and take a look at all the issues 
and all the ramifications, you 
can understand that we’ve 
got to get our football team 
ready, and we’ve got to have a 
kicker ready to go,” Harbaugh 
said late last month. “That was 
the move that we decided to 
make.”

NFL suspends Tucker for 10 games
(Continued from B1)

Johnson hit one of his four 
three-pointers.

Johnson shot 39.7 percent 
on three-pointers and 41 per-
cent on catch-and-shoot at-
tempts. He comes to a situa-
tion in Washington where his 
shooting will be even more 
appreciated (the Wizards 
ranked 27th overall in scoring 
last season).

Though the storyline of 
the night belonged to No. 1 
overall pick Cooper Flagg, 
the Wizards’ focus remained 
on their own narrative and 
adding more ready-to-play 
19-year-olds. In Johnson, 
along with wing Will Riley, 
taken No. 21, Washington 
found more scorers to de-
velop.

“Pound for pound, if he’s 
not the best shooter, [John-
son] is one of the best shoot-
ers in the draft,” Wizards Gen-
eral Manager Will Dawkins 
said. “But that’s not his only 
skill. He’s someone that can 
make plays … for others and 
averaged 19 points a game in 
the SEC, led the whole con-
ference in scoring as a fresh-
man, like in conference play. 
That’s hard to do.”

Maybe even harder to 
do: finding a teenage player 
with the right disposition for 
what’s happening in D.C. Af-
ter consecutive seasons that 
yielded just 15 and 18 wins, 
Dawkins and Michael Wing-
er, president of Monumental 
Basketball, have created a re-
building timeline without an 
end in sight. That’s ideal for a 
young player who might ap-
preciate incremental growth 
— but not the immediate 
payoff of wins.

“What Michael and I are 
trying to do with the orga-
nization, we’re pretty direct 
with that, and we’re probably 
not for everybody,” Dawkins 
said. “What we’re trying to 
do is different, and you got to 
want to be here and be a part 

of that. And we bring guys in 
and they meet with differ-
ent people within the orga-
nization to get a real feeling 
for what it’s like. … So they 
know exactly what they’re 
getting into, and it’s not the 
right partnership for every-
body. But I think players who 
are serious about basketball 
and want to work, and bet on 
themselves and use the re-
sources that we’re going to 
give them, we’re typically 
good matches for them.”

As a Washington Post 
analysis highlighted this 
week, only four players 
among a group of 75 draft 
picks taken from No. 6 
through No. 10 over a 15-year 
period have blossomed into 
surefire superstars. Keep-
ing reasonable expecta-
tions, there is a greater like-
lihood this latest lottery pick 
can become what the re-
port deemed as a “high-lev-
el” or “regular” starter. What’s 
more, recent history should 
give Wizards’ fans hope.

Bennedict Mathurin, the 
sixth pick for the Indiana 
Pacers in 2022, entered the 
league as a bucket. Although 
an injury stalled his second 
year, Mathurin showed flash-
es as instant offense off the 
bench during the team’s run 
to the NBA Finals. Mathurin 
might not be the most likely 
comparison, but Johnson has 
that same scoring gene. And 
unlike Mathurin, who came 
into the league and faced a 
logjam of veterans ahead of 
him, Johnson enters a more 
favorable situation.

With veteran combo 
guard Jordan Poole moving 
on to New Orleans, Johnson 
can get all the minutes pos-
sible for development, on a 
roster that will include sec-
ond-year wings Kyshawn 
George and AJ Johnson. 
During his one and only sea-
son at Texas, Johnson led 
the tough SEC in minutes 
per game with 34.7. Here in 

Washington, that assignment 
might look like spring break 
compared with the workload 
he’ll get. If Bub Carrington 
led all the league’s rookies in 
minutes last season, just wait 
for Johnson’s arrival. He’ll log 
a ton of time and have the 
opportunity to score a lot of 
buckets.

“My scoring,” Johnson 
said, without hesitation when 
asked to rate his strengths. 
“Great shooting. Scoring, in 
general. Playmaking is also a 
strength of mine and my I.Q. 
and leadership.”

Then, Johnson shifted to 
his areas that need improve-
ment. As confident as he may 
seem, he sounds just as prag-
matic: “My defense and also 
navigating how to be a leader, 
especially with older guys.”

Johnson has no prob-
lem levying self-criticism. He 
shared insight into his pre-
draft visit with the Wizards 
and how Dawkins pointed 
out a flaw: that while in col-
lege, Johnson would take a 
play off here and there. How 
many athletes would open-
ly admit to needing to break a 
bad habit such as noticeably 
not playing hard enough? 
And how many would share 
this on the same night that a 
professional team made him 
a multimillionaire?

“Most guys don’t want to 
critique themselves,” John-
son said. “But I feel like to be-
come better, you got to be 
honest with yourself, at least.”

Okay, he’s honest. That’s 
good. Sooooo, about that 
draft night outfit. A look that 
either made Fab Five enthu-
siasts proud or fashion crit-
ics retch. Among the Class 
of 2025, Johnson stood out 
with his business-meets-bag-
gy shorts ensemble, but he’ll 
have more of a platform to 
shine in Washington.

Wizards, Johnson could be a perfect fit
(Continued from B1)

had several Frederick bat-
ters bending backwards in 
the box, only to watch it nes-
tle in the zone for a strike. As 
he reached the 95-pitch lim-
it in the sixth inning, John-
son dialed up one more 
heater that caught the outer 
half of the plate for his 12th 
and final strikeout.

“I just kept telling myself 
that I’ve been in this mo-
ment before,” Johnson said. 
“And just gotta work in the 
offspeed more.”

That became critical as it 
appeared runs would be at 
more of a premium Thurs-
day.

Johnson earned the win, 
tossing 5 2-3 innings of two-
hit ball. He struck out 12 and 
walked two while allowing a 
pair of unearned runs.

“I love Matt. He makes 
it easy for you,” Kurtz said. 
“You give him the ball, and 
you’re confident you’re 
gonna get strikes, you’re 
gonna get max effort and 
you’re going to get quality 
pitching.”

After Johnson depart-
ed the bump, BRLL added 
a pair of crucial insurance 
runs in the bottom of the 
sixth inning. First baseman 
Luke Stockman (2-for-2 
with a double) scored on an 
error, and second baseman 

Chase Sofely came home on 
a wild pitch.

FLL left fielder Malakhi 
Howell sparked his team’s 
seventh-inning comeback 
attempt with an RBI triple, 
his second hit of the eve-
ning. He then scored on the 
balk before Purks shut down 
the final two hitters to seal 
Brunswick’s victory.

“We preach it all the 
time,” Kurtz said. “For them 
to continue to stay in the 
game and continue to work 
and continue to grind, de-
spite however their previ-
ous at-bats went, again, it’s 

all a testament to their char-
acter.”

Brunswick’s roster in-
cludes Martinis, Johnson, 
Purks, Stockman, Sofe-
ly, Timmy Gibson, Landry 
Kurtz, Braeden Kean, 
Grayson Huffer, Cam Galle-
her and Graham Reeder.

Frederick’s roster in-
cludes Howell, Sam Rice, 
Gabriel Gutierrez, Joey 
Wolf, Avery Martin, Lu-
cas Talkington, Levi Dobbs, 
Camren Snapp, Nate Mur-
phy, Cade Bowie, Connor 
Radcliffe and Liam Macau-
ley.

Brunswick tops Frederick to win district title
(Continued from B1)

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Brunswick first baseman Luke Stockman gloves the ball to 
make the out as Frederick’s Gabriel Gutierrez lunges into 
the base in Thursday’s District 2 Junior Little League game 
against Frederick.

It’s a stretch that has coin-
cided with the back end of 16 
games in 16 days for the Ori-
oles, whose day off Thursday 
is their first break since June 
9. “There’s a little bit of fatigue 
right now,” interim manager 
Tony Mansolino said. “This 
has been a grind. I think you 
can attribute a little bit of that 
to that. I think guys are trying 
to win. I think there’s a little 
bit of, not anxiety, but maybe 
a tick of pressing at times. … 
We ran into some good pitch-
ing here recently. I think guys 
are a little bit tired. In this 
mix, too, we’ve scored some 
runs at certain points, too, so 
it hasn’t been every night.”

There’s certainly no 
shame in failing to figure 
out deGrom, the two-time 
National League Cy Young 
Award winner who’s firmly in 
the mix again this season at 
37 years old with a 2.08 ERA. 
Schmidt, 29, is also coming 
into his own with the Yan-
kees, pitching 24 2/3 con-
secutive scoreless innings to 
lower his ERA over the past 
two seasons to 2.85.

But when those outings 
sandwich a head-scratching 
performance against Latz, a 

late bloomer who had never 
completed six innings at the 
MLB level, it’s natural to won-
der whether there’s any link. 
The Orioles don’t think there 
is one.

“In terms of accountabili-
ty, I think when you see how 
these guys prepare every day 
and how they go about their 
business and what the in-
tensity level is in the dugout, 
there’s a ton of accountabili-
ty,” Mansolino said. “But it’s 
still baseball, and you have 
tough nights at certain times. 
So, I don’t think accountabil-
ity is anywhere near the right 
word for what it is. I think it’s 
just a tough few nights, to be 
honest with you.

“It’s tough. I wouldn’t 
look too deep into it. It’s a re-
ally strange week. I think as 
you guys watch baseball on a 
nightly basis over the course 
of the year, really weird things 
happen all the time, and I 
probably attribute three days 
like this to that.”

The Orioles have been 
playing without struggling 
catcher Adley Rutschman 
(oblique strain) the past 
few days and Jordan West-
burg only rejoined the line-
up Wednesday after missing 
three games with a sprained 

finger. Ryan O’Hearn, the 
team’s most likely represen-
tative in this year’s All-Star 
Game, has also cooled off 
considerably in June.

While the Orioles preach 
confidence in their lineup, 
the trade deadline looms 
only five weeks away. Balti-
more has a lot of work to do 
to climb back into the stand-
ings and not much time to do 
it and provide the front office 
with some kind of reason to 
avoid selling before July 31.

This season has been full 
of frustrating moments for 
the Orioles, but they’re still 
trying to stay positive even as 
the results are offering fewer 
reasons to do so.

“If you look at it that way, 
it’s frustrating,” Westburg 
said when asked about the 
no-hit bids over their past 
five games. “Grand scheme 
of things, I thought we’ve 
been playing some pretty 
good baseball the last couple 
weeks. We had a good offen-
sive Game 1 behind a great 
pitching performance from 
[Trevor Rogers]. I choose to 
look at the positives here. Off-
day tomorrow, reset, come 
out with a big series against 
the Rays.”

O’s not concerned about near no-hitters
(Continued from B1)

AMERICAN LEGION  
BASEBALL
Brunswick Post 96 2, Funk-
stown Post 211 1

In the third straight one run game between 
the two sides, Post 96 prevailed Thursday. 
Branden Webber tossed a three up, three 
down seventh inning for the save, sealing 
the victory.

Justin Ricketts tossed six innings of one-
run ball for Post 96, scattering seven hits 
and earning the win.

Landon Gregory and Connor Finn each 
delivered an RBI single at the plate for 
Brunswick. Gregory finished with two hits.

MLB DRAFT LEAGUE
Frederick Keys 9,  
West Virginia Black Bears 4

The Frederick Keys exploded for six runs in 
the seventh inning, storming past the West 
Virginia Black Bears Thursday night to claim 
the series victory at Nymeo Field at Harry 
Grove Stadium.

Frederick (8-11) sent 12 batters to the plate 
in the bottom of the seventh after falling 
behind by a run in the top of the frame. The 
Keys only had two hits in the frame, both 
coming before they scored any runs.

Second baseman Eddie Hacopian tied 
the contest at 4-4 on a sacrifice fly, and 
shortstop Dawson Willis followed with 

a go-ahead RBI fielder’s choice. Third 
baseman Jose Silva drew a bases-loaded 
walk to bring home Frederick’s final run of 
the night.

The Keys opened up a 3-1 lead in the first 
three innings, taking advantage of a wild 
pitch, a Sam Parker RBI single and a Lance 
Trippel RBI double. But West Virginia (9-6) 
scored a run each in the fifth, sixth and 
seventh innings to briefly pull ahead on Tyler 
Cerny’s RBI single.

Frederick’s Ryan Rissas earned the win on 
the mound, tossing two innings of relief. The 
Black Bears’ Scott Rienguette took the loss.

The Keys open a three-game weekend 
series Friday at home against the Williams-
port Crosscutters.

Post 96 outlasts Post 211


