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Sports 12 Keys selected  
in MLB Draft
B2

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL DRAFT

Associated Press

Linganore grad Ben Moore is shown pitching with Old Dominion in a game against Charlotte on Feb.21. He was selected 351st overall by 
the Washington Nationals in the MLB Draft on Monday.

Local lefties picked

By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

Shortly before the MLB Draft 
began at 6 p.m. Sunday, Ty Kaunas 
felt some optimism he would end 
the night as Frederick County’s 
highest-drafted high schooler, one 
of a coveted few to hear his name 
called on national television.

His agent, former MLB pitch-
er Jim Bullinger, had been in ne-
gotiations with the Chicago Cubs 
about the team using its third-
round selection on Kaunas, a 2025 
Brunswick High graduate.

But by the time the pick – the 

90th overall – came around some 
four hours later, Kaunas wasn’t 
surprised when Abilene Chris-
tian right-handed pitcher Dom-
inick Reid’s name popped up on 
the telecast next to the Cubs’ logo 
instead of his.

And after another full day Mon-
day in which he went undraft-
ed, the smooth-fielding Kaunas 
wasn’t surprised he would ful-
fill his college commitment to the 
University of Maryland.

“I always made sure I listened 
to my agent,” Kaunas said Mon-
day night. “He did his best to ne-
gotiate. I trust in what he did. It’s 

unfortunate we couldn’t come 
to terms, but it’ll happen in three 
years, hopeful-
ly.”

Kaunas said 
he sought a $2 
million sign-
ing bonus but 
would negoti-
ate down to $1.7 
million if neces-
sary. Most teams 
balked at that 
price, includ-
ing the Philadelphia Phillies and 
Detroit Tigers, who entered ad-
vanced discussions with Kaunas 

but were unwilling to meet his de-
mand.

The Cubs were willing to enter-
tain a price in his ballpark. Kaunas 
said the two sides got “really close” 
during negotiations but ultimately 
couldn’t agree on a final number. 
The 90th pick carried a slot value 
of $865,500, and Chicago’s mar-
ginal bonus pool of $9,636,800 for 
all its picks made Kaunas’ ask a 
tight squeeze.

Kaunas said he felt there was a 
chance the Cubs could try again 
with their first selection Monday 
– at 121st overall – but that came 
and went without much fanfare, 

cementing his decision to go to 
Maryland.

By Monday afternoon, he was 
in College Park with some of his 
future teammates, completing his 
required physicals and blasting 
home runs at Bob “Turtle” Smith 
Stadium.

“I think it’s a really good de-
cision, and hopefully I become 
a first rounder in three years,” 
Kaunas said.

That’s certainly possible if his 
bat continues to develop.

He’s a contact-first hitter who 

In 12th round, Nationals pick 
Linganore grad Moore, Guardians 
select Tuscarora grad DeSanto

Associated Press

Tuscarora grad Ryan DeSanto, shown playing for Saint Joseph’s in 2024, got 
picked at No. 372 overall by Cleveland in the 2025 MLB draft on Monday.

By GREG SWATEK
gswatek@newspost.com

After receiving some of 
the most momentous news 
of their young lives Mon-
day, Ben Moore and Ryan 
DeSanto — both part of a 
heralded class of Freder-
ick County pitchers in the 
spring of 2022 — put down 
their phones and chose to 
handle it slightly differently.

Moore, a Linganore High 
graduate, had just been told 
by his agent that his favor-
ite baseball team, the Wash-
ington Nationals, planned 
to select him with their next 
pick in the 12th round (No. 

351 overall) of the Major 
League Baseball draft.

Instead of trumpeting 
this news to the family and 
friends he was gathered 
with, Moore chose to keep 
it strictly to himself, allow-
ing everyone to appreciate a 
genuine moment of joy and 
surprise when it happened 
in real time.

“I kind of wanted all of us 
to hear it at the same time,” 
the 6-foot-4, 215-pound left-
hander said.

Meanwhile, DeSanto, a 
Tuscarora High grad, found 
out that the Cleveland 

Railroaders’ Ty Kaunas goes undrafted

By TAYLOR LYONS
Baltimore Sun

With four of the top 37 selections and a 
record $19.1 million bonus pool to spend, 
the Orioles made perhaps the most im-
pactful additions of any team Sunday 
night in a draft that will be one of execu-
tive vice president and general manager 
Mike Elias’ most important.

With those four picks, the Orioles ac-
quired catcher/outfielder Ike Irish, catch-
er Caden Bodine, shortstop Wehiwa Aloy 
and outfielder Slater de Brun. Three more 
college hitters and no pitchers made Sun-
day’s first round a continuation of the or-
ganization’s draft strategy throughout the 
Elias era.

The Orioles acquired those three ad-
ditional picks from losing major league 
players. Their pick at No. 19 was their 
own, and Nos. 30 and 31 were compen-
sation for Corbin Burnes and Antho-
ny Santander leaving in free agency. No. 
37 was the return for right-hander Bry-
an Baker from last week’s trade with the 
Rays. Baltimore made seven selections 
in total Sunday night, adding left-handed 
pitcher Joseph Dzierwa at No. 58 overall, 
right-handed pitcher JT Quinn at No. 69 
and outfielder RJ Austin at No. 93.

But Irish, Bodine, Aloy and de Brun 
will headline Elias’ seventh and Matt 
Blood’s second draft — and hopefully be-
come center pieces for the club’s deplet-
ed farm system for years to come. Here 
are 10 things to know about four of the 
newest Orioles:

Projections (and the Orioles) are split 
on Irish’s future position

The first sign that Irish’s best position-
al fit was a question mark was his de-
scription on the ESPN broadcast Sun-
day night. The network labeled the No. 19 
pick an outfielder, while commissioner 
Rob Manfred announced Irish as a catch-
er.

Irish spent much of his final season at 
Auburn in the outfield, playing 41 games 
in right field, four in left field and just 12 
behind the plate. He opened the year as 
the Tigers’ starting catcher but fractured 
his scapula and played mostly outfield 
upon his return.

Unfortunately for the Michigan na-
tive, both positions are the organiza-
tion’s deepest. At catcher, Irish has Adley 
Rutschman and Samuel Basallo in front 
of him. And four of Baltimore’s past five 
first-round picks have been outfielders.

Those same projections had Irish 
ranked much higher than where the 
Orioles got him

KAUNAS

After being targeted as a third-round pick by Cubs, standout infielder will continue his career at University of Maryland

Associated Press

A replay from the Automated Ball-
Strike System plays after a play 
was challenged is displayed on the 
scoreboard during a spring training 
game in February.

By RONALD BLUM
AP Baseball Writer

ATLANTA (AP) — Tarik Skub-
al views the strike zone different-
ly than robot umpires.

“I have this thing where I think 

everything is a strike until the 
umpire calls it a ball,” Detroit’s 
AL Cy Young Award winner said 
ahead of his start for the Ameri-
can League in Tuesday night’s All-
Star Game.

MLB has been experiment-
ing with the automated ball-strike 
system in the minor leagues since 
2019 and will use it in an All-Star 
Game for the first time this sum-
mer. Each team gets two challeng-
es and retains the challenge if it is 
successful.

“Pitchers think everything is a 
strike. Then you go back and look 

at it, and it’s two, three balls off,” 
Pittsburgh’s Paul Skenes, starting 
his second straight All-Star Game 
for the National League, said 
Monday. “We should not be the 
ones that are challenging it.”

MLB sets the top of the auto-
mated strike zone at 53.5% of a 
batter’s height and the bottom at 
27%, basing the decision on the 
midpoint of the plate, 8 1/2 inch-
es from the front and 8 1/2 inch-
es from the back. That contrasts 
with the rule book zone called 

Robot umps to make All-Star Game debut, 
a step toward possible regular-season use

10 things to 
know about 
O’s first-round 
draft picks

(See ORIOLES B3)

(See KAUNAS B2)

(See DRAFT B2)

(See UMPIRES B2)
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TV Sports
Tuesday, July 15
CYCLING

6:30 a.m. (Wednesday)
PEACOCK — UCI: The Tour de France, Stage 11, 

Toulouse, France
MLB BASEBALL

8 p.m.
FOX — 2025 MLB All-Star Game: American 

League vs. National League, Atlanta
NBA BASKETBALL

4:30 p.m.
NBATV — Summer League: Minnesota vs. 

Detroit, Las Vegas
6 p.m.
ESPN2 — Summer League: Brooklyn vs. New 

York, Las Vegas
6:30 p.m.
NBATV — Summer League: Oklahoma City vs. 

Orlando, Las Vegas
8:30 p.m.
NBATV — Summer League: Philadelphia vs. 

Washington, Las Vegas
10 p.m.
ESPN — Summer League: Portland vs. New 

Orleans, Las Vegas
10:30 p.m.
NBATV — Summer League: Golden State vs. 

Memphis, Las Vegas
SOCCER (MEN’S)

5:25 a.m.
CBSSN — Club Friendly: Wrexham AFC at 

Sydney FC
SOCCER (WOMEN’S)

4:55 p.m.
FS1 — Conmebol Copa America Group Stage: 

Uruguay vs. Argentina, Group A, Quito, Ecuador
7:55 p.m.
FS1 — Conmebol Copa America Group Stage: Peru 

vs. Ecuador, Group A, Quito, Ecuador
TENNIS

3:30 a.m.
TENNIS — Gstaad-ATP, Bastad-ATP, Ham-

burg-WTA, Iasi-WTA Early Rounds
6 a.m.
TENNIS — Gstaad-ATP, Bastad-ATP, Ham-

burg-WTA, Iasi-WTA Early Rounds
8 p.m.
TENNIS — Los Cabos-ATP Early Rounds
3:30 a.m. (Wednesday)
TENNIS — Hopman Cup: Italy v. Croatia; Gsta-

ad-ATP, Bastad-ATP, Hamburg-WTA, Iasi-WTA 
Early Rounds

6 a.m. (Wednesday)
TENNIS — Hopman Cup: Italy v. Croatia; Gsta-

ad-ATP, Bastad-ATP, Hamburg-WTA, Iasi-WTA 
Early Rounds
WNBA BASKETBALL

8 p.m.
ESPN — Indiana at Connecticut

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
New York 14 6 .700 —
Atlanta 12 9 .571 2½
Indiana 11 10 .524 3½
Washington 11 10 .524 3½
Chicago 7 13 .350 7
Connecticut 3 18 .143 11½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 18 4 .818 —
Phoenix 14 6 .700 3
Seattle 13 9 .591 5
Golden State 10 10 .500 7
Las Vegas 10 11 .476 7½
Los Angeles 7 14 .333 10½
Dallas 6 16 .273 12

Sunday’s Games
Indiana 102, Dallas 83
New York 79, Atlanta 72
Los Angeles 92, Connecticut 88
Washington 74, Seattle 69

Monday’s Games
Minnesota at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at Golden State, 10 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
Indiana at Connecticut, 8 p.m.
Washington at Los Angeles, 10 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Atlanta at Chicago, 12 p.m.
Phoenix at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Golden State at Seattle, 3 p.m.
Indiana at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Las Vegas at Dallas, 8 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
No games scheduled.

MLS Glance
Western Conference

 W L T Pts GF GA
San Diego FC 13 6 3 42 46 30
Minnesota United 11 4 7 40 39 25
Vancouver 11 5 5 38 35 25
Seattle 9 6 6 33 31 28
Portland 9 6 6 33 31 30
Los Angeles FC 9 5 5 32 35 24
Colorado 8 10 5 29 27 33
San Jose 7 8 7 28 42 37
Austin FC 7 8 6 27 15 23
Houston 7 10 5 26 29 35
Real Salt Lake 7 10 4 25 23 28
Sporting Kansas City 6 11 5 23 35 41
FC Dallas 5 10 6 21 27 39
St Louis City 4 12 6 18 23 35
LA Galaxy 3 13 6 15 24 43

Eastern Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
Philadelphia 13 5 4 43 37 21
Cincinnati 13 6 3 42 35 31
Nashville 12 5 5 41 38 25
Columbus 11 3 8 41 38 29
Inter Miami CF 11 3 5 38 44 30
Orlando City 9 5 8 35 40 29
New York City FC 9 8 4 31 27 24
New York 8 8 6 30 33 27
Charlotte FC 9 11 2 29 36 36
Chicago 8 9 4 28 40 38
New England 6 8 7 25 26 25
Atlanta 4 10 7 19 23 38
D.C. United 4 11 7 19 18 41
Toronto FC 4 11 6 18 24 29
CF Montréal 3 13 6 15 19 41

NOTE: Three points for victory, one point 
for tie.

Sunday, July 6
Columbus 1, Seattle 1, tie

Wednesday, July 9
Miami 2, New England 1
Los Angeles FC 3, Colorado 0

Saturday, July 12
Charlotte FC 2, New York City FC 0
CF Montréal 1, Orlando City 1, tie
Philadelphia 2, New York 0
Atlanta 1, Toronto FC 1, tie
Miami 2, Nashville 1
New England 0, Austin FC 0, tie
San Diego FC 2, Chicago 1
Seattle 3, Sporting Kansas City 2
Minnesota 4, San Jose 1
Columbus 4, Cincinnati 2
Colorado 3, Vancouver 0
Real Salt Lake 1, Houston 0
LA Galaxy 2, D.C. United 1
Los Angeles FC 2, FC Dallas 0

Sunday, July 13
St Louis City 2, Portland 1

Wednesday, July 16
Chicago at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
D.C. United at Charlotte FC, 7:30 p.m.
Miami at Cincinnati, 7:30 p.m.
New England at New York, 7:30 p.m.
New York City FC at Orlando City, 7:30 p.m.
CF Montréal at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Vancouver at Houston, 8:30 p.m.
Los Angeles FC at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.
Columbus at Nashville, 8:30 p.m.
Colorado at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Austin FC at LA Galaxy, 10:30 p.m.
Real Salt Lake at Portland, 10:30 p.m.
Toronto FC at San Diego FC, 10:30 p.m.
FC Dallas at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

Saturday, July 19
Charlotte FC at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
D.C. United at Columbus, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at CF Montréal, 7:30 p.m.
Orlando City at New England, 7:30 p.m.
Miami at New York, 7:30 p.m.
St Louis City at FC Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Houston, 8:30 p.m.
New York City FC at Sporting Kansas City, 

8:30 p.m.
Toronto FC at Nashville, 8:30 p.m.
San Jose at Seattle, 8:30 p.m.
Cincinnati at Real Salt Lake, 9:30 p.m.
LA Galaxy at Los Angeles FC, 10:30 p.m.

Major League Baseball
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Toronto 55 41 .573 —
New York 53 43 .552 2
Boston 53 45 .541 3
Tampa Bay 50 47 .515 5½
Baltimore 43 52 .453 11½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Detroit 59 38 .608 —
Minnesota 47 49 .490 11½
Kansas City 47 50 .485 12
Cleveland 46 49 .484 12
Chicago 32 65 .330 27

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 56 40 .583 —
Seattle 51 45 .531 5
Texas 48 49 .495 8½
Los Angeles 47 49 .490 9
Athletics 41 57 .418 16
Sunday’s Games

Boston 4, Tampa Bay 1
Chicago Cubs 4, N.Y. Yankees 1
Miami 11, Baltimore 1
Pittsburgh 2, Minnesota 1
Texas 5, Houston 1
Seattle 8, Detroit 4
Kansas City 3, N.Y. Mets 2
Cleveland 6, Chicago White Sox 5, 10 innings
Athletics 6, Toronto 3
Arizona 5, L.A. Angels 1

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled

Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled

Wednesday’s Games
No games scheduled

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 55 41 .573 —
New York 55 42 .567 ½
Miami 44 51 .463 10½
Atlanta 42 53 .442 12½
Washington 38 58 .396 17

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 57 39 .594 —
Milwaukee 56 40 .583 1
St. Louis 51 46 .526 6½
Cincinnati 50 47 .515 7½
Pittsburgh 39 58 .402 18½

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 58 39 .598 —
San Diego 52 44 .542 5½
San Francisco 52 45 .536 6
Arizona 47 50 .485 11
Colorado 22 74 .229 35½
Sunday’s Games

Chicago Cubs 4, N.Y. Yankees 1
Miami 11, Baltimore 1
Cincinnati 4, Colorado 2
Pittsburgh 2, Minnesota 1
Kansas City 3, N.Y. Mets 2
Milwaukee 8, Washington 1
St. Louis 5, Atlanta 4
Philadelphia 2, San Diego 1
Arizona 5, L.A. Angels 1
L.A. Dodgers 5, San Francisco 2, 11 innings

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled

Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled

Wednesday’s Games
No games scheduled

All-Star Lineups
Tuesday, July 15
At Truist Park in Atlanta, Georgia
American League
Starters

r-replacement; u-unavailable
Catcher: Cal Raleigh, Mariners
First base: Vladimir Guerrero Jr., Blue Jays
Second base: Gleyber Torres, Tigers
Third base: INF r-Junior Caminero, Rays
Shortstop: Jacob Wilson, Athletics
Designated hitter: Ryan O’Hearn, Orioles
Outfield: Riley Greene, Tigers, Javier Báez, 

Tigers, Aaron Judge, Yankees
Pitcher: Tarik Skubal, Tigers
Pitchers — u-Garrett Crochet, Red Sox, 

u-Yusei Kikuchi, Angels, u-Max Fried, 
Yankees, u-Jacob deGrom, Rangers, Shane 
Smith, White Sox, u-Hunter Brown, Astros, 
Kris Bubic, Royals, Bryan Woo, Mariners, 
r-Drew Rasmussen, Rays, r-Casey Mize, 
Tigers, r-Carlos Rodón, Yankees, r-Joe Ryan, 
Twins, Aroldis Chapman, Red Sox, r-Carlos 
Estevez, Royals, Josh Hader, Astros, Andres 
Muñoz, Mariners

Reserves — C Alejandro Kirk, Blue Jays, INF 
Jonathan Aranda, Rays, INF Brandon Lowe, 
Rays, INF Alex Bregman, Red Sox, INF Jazz 
Chisholm Jr., Yankees, INF Jeremy Peña, 
Astros, INF Bobby Witt Jr., Royals, INF José 
Ramírez, Guardians, INF Isaac Paredes, 
Astros, INF Zach McKinstry, Tigers, INF Maikel 
Garcia, Royals, DH Brent Rooker, Athletics, 
OF Byron Buxton, Twins, OF Steven Kwan, 
Guardians, OF Julio Rodríguez, Mariners, OF 
Randy Arozarena, Mariners
National League
Starters

Catcher: Will Smith, Dodgers
First base: Freddie Freeman, Dodgers
Second base: Ketel Marte, Diamondbacks
Third base: Manny Machado, Padres
Shortstop: Francisco Lindor, Mets
Designated hitter: Shohei Ohtani, Dodgers
Outfield: Ronald Acuña Jr., Braves, Pete 

Crow-Armstrong, Cubs, Kyle Tucker, Cubs
Pitcher: Paul Skenes, Pirates
Pitchers — Clayton Kershaw, Dodgers (Leg-

end Pick), Chris Sale, Braves, u-Zack Wheeler, 
Phillies, Logan Webb, Giants, u-Robbie Ray, 
Giants, u-Freddy Peralta, Brewers, MacKenzie 
Gore, Nationals, u-Yoshinobu Yamamoto, 
Dodgers, u-Matthew Boyd, Cubs, r-Andrew 
Abbott, Reds, r-David Peterson, Mets, r-Jacob 
Misiorowski, Brewers, Edwin Diaz, Mets, 
Jason Adam, Padres, Randy Rodriguez, Giants, 
r-Robert Suarez, Padres, r-Trevor Megill, 
Brewers, r-Adrian Morejon, Padres

Reserves — C Hunter Goodman, Rockies, INF 
Pete Alonso, Mets, INF Elly De La Cruz, Reds, 
INF Brendan Donovan, Cardinals, INF Matt 
Olson, Braves, INF Eugenio Suárez, Diamond-
backs, DH Kyle Schwarber, Phillies, OF Corbin 
Carroll, Diamondbacks, OF Kyle Stowers, 
Marlins, OF Fernando Tatis Jr., Padres, OF 
James Wood, Nationals

Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — C David Banuelos 

has cleared outright waivers and accepted an 
assignment to Norfolk (IL).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Claimed RHP Rico 
Garcia off waivers from the New York Mets.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Reinstated RHP 
Carlos Vargas from the paternity list. Optioned 
LHP Tayler Saucedo to Tacoma (PCL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League
CAROLINA PANTHERS — Waived WR Moose 

Muhammad from injured reserve.
LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Waived QB Carter 

Bradley.
LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Placed WRs 

Jaylen John and Mike Williams, DB Elijah 
Molden, LB Del’Shawn Phillips and OT Savion 
Washington.

NEW YORK JETS — Re-signed WR Garrett 
Wilson to a four-year contract extension.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer
COLUMBUS CREW — Agreed to terms with 

Argentine Primera Division’s River Plate for an 
additional one-year loan of D Andres Herrera.

rarely swings and misses, 
reaching base in more than 
half of his plate appearances 
in his two seasons at Bruns-
wick after moving to the 
area from Pennsylvania as a 
junior.

All the while, he rarely 
made an error at shortstop, 

helping him earn Frederick 
News-Post Co-Player of the 
Year honors as a senior.

“A lot of clubs missed out 
on a great player, and he’s 
gonna show them that over 
the next three years,” long-
time Brunswick head coach 
Roger Dawson said.

Kaunas said he believes 
Maryland will be the place 

to do just that, and he hopes 
to re-enter the draft in 2028 
when first eligible.

“I think I can develop 
and become the best play-
er I possibly can under 
this coaching staff, and all 
the new technology Coach 
[Matt] Swope offers here,” 
Kaunas said. “I think it’s 
gonna be a great three or 

four years here.
“If I was coming out of 

college, it would be com-
pletely different right now,” 
Kaunas said. “But coming 
out of high school, you’ve 
gotta think of it in the long 
run, and I know I’ve got a 
great plan here, and it’s gon-
na go well.”

Roaders’ Kaunas goes undrafted
(Continued from B1)

Guardians were about to 
take him in the 12th round 
with the 372nd overall pick. 
Those gathered with him 
knew something import-
ant had just happened. They 
knew he had received the 
call.

But DeSanto, a com-
parably sized left-hand-
ed at 6-foot-4, 218 pounds, 
would not tell his family and 
friends what team it was. 
They were left to twist in 
the wind with each ensuing 
pick, their cell-phone cam-
eras trained on him to cap-
ture any possible reaction, 
wondering if this would be 
the moment.

“I told my twin brother 
[Drew],” DeSanto said. “He 
was the only one who knew 
beforehand.”

Regardless of the ap-
proach, when the moment 
finally did arrive in real 
time, Moore, DeSanto and 
their supporters couldn’t 
have been more elated. A 
childhood dream had come 
true for each.

Moore had been chosen 
by his childhood team, only 
a long toss away from home, 
and DeSanto by a team 
steeped in developing qual-
ity pitchers.

The only question that 
remains is will they sign 
with those teams or will they 
return to college for their fi-
nal season of eligibility — 
Moore at Old Dominion 
and DeSanto at Penn State 
— and reenter the draft next 
year with a chance to im-
prove their stock?

The question for most of-
ten boils down to money. 
MLB doesn’t assign a slot 
value for to any draft pick 
after the 10th round. The 
last officially signed value 
at pick 315 is $187,300. And 
both Moore and DeSanto 
went quite a bit later than 
that.

Moore, who spent most 
of his first two seasons at 
Old Dominion coming out 
of the bullpen before start-
ing 12 games for the Mon-
archs this past season and 
showing some of his best 
stuff, said he was inclined to 

sign with the Nationals be-
fore the end of the week. But 
he was still evaluating his 
options.

The Nationals just went 
through a major overhaul 
last week that saw them fire 
their manager, Dave Marti-
nez, and general manager, 
Mike Rizzo.

“I haven’t really given 
that too much thought. It’s 
so recent,” Moore said.

Despite being taken by 
his favorite team, the day 
had a tinge of bittersweet-
ness for Moore, who woke 
up Monday thinking he 
would have been selected 
higher, possibly anywhere 
in rounds four through six.

“But, you know, once I 
got the text from my agent 
saying, you know, the Na-
tionals were going to take 
me. Then, it got announced, 
and I got the phone call 
from the Nationals scout,” 
Moore said. “You know, ev-
erything I had been feel-
ing prior to that just imme-
diately left my body. I was 
just overcome with, like, ec-
stasy, happiness. You know, 

totally worth it, going to the 
hometown team and the 
team I rooted for growing 
up.”

On the other hand, De-
Santo said he fully intends 
to sign with the Guardians 
and begin his professional 
career.

After starring at Tusca-
rora, he started his college 
career at St. Joseph’s before 
transferring to Penn State 
prior to last season.

He never developed 
overpowering stuff in col-
lege, but offset that with 
excellent command and a 
nasty arsenal of breaking 
balls that moved all over the 
zone.

“My whole plan go-
ing into this year was, you 
know, play at Penn State 
one year and get drafted,” 
DeSanto said. “Move on to 
my pro career. Start to de-
velop and make my way up 
to the bigs.”

FNP staff writer Alexan-
der Dacy contributed to this 
report.

Follow Greg Swatek on 
Twitter: @greg_swatek 

Locals Moore, DeSanto picked in MLB Draft
(Continued from B1)

by umpires, which says the 
zone is a cube.

“I did a few rehabs starts 
with it. I’m OK with it. I think 
it works,” said three-time Cy 
Young Award winner Clay-
ton Kershaw of the Dodg-
ers. “Aaron Judge and Jose 
Altuve should have different 
sized boxes. They’ve obvi-
ously thought about that. As 
long as that gets figured out, 
I think it’ll be fine.”

Baseball Commissioner 
Rob Manfred anticipates the 
system will be considered 
by the sport’s 11-man com-
petition committee, which 
includes six management 

representatives.
Many pitchers have grav-

itated to letting their catch-
ers and managers trigger 
ball/strike appeals. Teams 
won 52.2% of their challeng-
es during the spring train-
ing test. Batters won exactly 
50% of their 596 challenges 
and the defense 54%, with 
catchers successful 56% of 
the time and pitchers 41%.

Hall of Famer Joe Torre, 
an honorary AL coach, fa-
vors the system. After his 
managing career, he worked 
for MLB and helped super-
vised expanded video re-
view in 2014.

“You couldn’t ignore 
it with all the technolo-

gy out there,” he said. “You 
couldn’t sit and make an ex-
cuse for, ‘Look at what real-
ly happened’ the next day.”

Now 84, Torre recalled 
how his Yankees teams ben-
efitted at least twice from 
blown calls in the postsea-
son, including one involv-
ing the strike zone.

With the 1998 World Se-
ries opener tied and the 
bases loaded with two outs 
in the seventh inning, Tino 
Martinez took a 2-2 pitch 
from San Diego’s Mark 
Langston that appeared to 
be a strike but was called a 
ball by Richie Garcia. Marti-
nez hit a grand slam on the 
next pitch for a 9-5 lead, and 

the Yankees went on to a 
four-game sweep.

Asked whether he was 
happy there was no robot 
umpire then, Torre grinned 
and said: “Possibly.”

Then he added without a 
prompt: “Well, not to men-
tion the home run that Jeter 
hit.”

His reference was to 
Derek Jeter’s home run in 
the 1996 AL Champion-
ship Series opener, when 
12-year-old fan Jeffrey Mai-
er reached over the wall to 
snatch the ball above the 
glove over Baltimore right 
fielder Tony Tarasco.

Robot umpires to make debut at All-Star game
(Continued from B1)

By STAFF REPORT 

Twelve current and for-
mer Frederick Keys players 
were selected in the MLB 
Draft Monday in Atlanta, led 
by infielder Bruin Agbayani, 
who was taken in the sixth 
round with the 179th over-
all pick by the Minnesota 
Twins.

Eight other current Keys 
were selected: one addition-
al position player and seven 
pitchers.

Right-hander Kade 
Woods went in the 10th 
round to the Atlanta Braves, 
while left-hander Alton Da-
vis (Los Angeles Angels) 
and catcher Truitt Madon-
na (San Diego Padres) were 
both chosen in the 11th 
round.

Right-hander Tyler Bow-
en was picked in the 12th 
round by the Philadelphia 
Phillies, and the Houston 
Astros selected right-hander 
Aubrey Smith in the 13th 
round.

The Braves circled back 
for right-hander Nico Wag-
ner in the 16th round, while 
right-hander Brandon Cain 
(Pittsburgh Pirates) and 
left-hander Matthew Beck-
er (Twins) each went in the 
19th round.

Among former Keys, the 
Astros selected 2024 out-
fielder Justin Thomas in the 
11th round, the Seattle Mar-
iners picked 2022 catcher 
Grant Jay in the 12th round 
and the Miami Marlins 
chose 2022 right-hander 

Cannon Pickell in the 20th 
and final round.

The MLB Draft League 
begins the second half of 
its season Wednesday. The 
Keys went 14-18 in the first 
half with a roster of prospec-
tive draftees.

The second-half ros-
ter will be different, instead 
composed of recent college 
graduates and other players 
looking for a second chance 
at professional baseball op-
portunities.

12 Frederick Keys selected in MLB Draft

By HOWARD FENDRICH
AP Tennis Writer

LONDON (AP) — Iga Swi-
atek’s Wimbledon champi-
onship moved her up to No. 
3 in the WTA rankings Mon-
day, and Amanda Anisimo-
va’s runner-up finish allowed 
the American to break into 
the top 10 for the first time at 

No. 7.
A year ago, Anisimova 

was ranked 189th and wasn’t 
able to get into the field at the 
All England Club automati-
cally. So she tried to qualify 
but lost. This year, Anisimo-
va was seeded at Wimbledon 
and made it all the way to her 
first Grand Slam final, beat-
ing No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka in 

the semifinals before losing to 
Swiatek 6-0, 6-0.

“I look at it, and I’m like, 
‘Oh, wow.’ It’s kind of a shock 
at first, and I can’t really pro-
cess it. Then it’s like, ‘Oh, 
yeah, I’ve played very well 
so far this year,’ so it kind of 
makes sense. I feel like I kind 
of look at it from both sides,” 
Anisimova said.

She climbed from No. 12.
“I mean, it’s super spe-

cial and a surreal feeling to 
be in the top 10,” Anisimova 
said. “If I thought to myself 
last year, if someone told 
me that I’ll be breaking the 
top 10 by now, I don’t know, 
it would be pretty surprising 
to me considering where I 
was last summer.”

Iga Swiatek ranked No. 3 after Wimbledon win

By RONALD BLUM
AP Baseball Writer

ATLANTA (AP) — Seattle’s 
Cal Raleigh won his first All-
Star Home Run Derby after 
leading the big leagues in long 
balls going into the break, de-
feating Tampa Bay’s Junior 
Caminero 18-15 in the final 
round Monday night.

The Mariners break-
out slugger nicknamed Big 
Dumper advanced from the 
first round on a tiebreaker by 
less than an inch over the Ath-
letics’ Brent Rooker, then won 
his semifinal 19-13 over Pitts-
burgh’s Oneil Cruz, whose 
513-foot first-round drive over 
Truist Park’s right-center field 
seats was the longest of the 
night.

Hitting second in the fi-

nal round, the 22-year-old 
Caminero closed within three 
dingers, took three pitches 
and hit a liner to left field.

Becoming the first 
switch-hitter and first catch-
er to win the title, Raleigh had 
reached the All-Star break 
with a major league-leading 
38 home runs. He became 
the second Mariners player to 
take the title after three-time 
winner Ken Griffey Jr.

Raleigh was pitched to by 
his father, Todd, former coach 
of Tennessee and Western 
Carolina. His younger brother 
Todd Raleigh Jr. did the catch-
ing.

Just the second Der-
by switch-hitter after Balti-
more’s Adley Rutschman in 
2023, Raleigh hit his first eight 
left-handed, took a timeout, 

then hit seven right-handed. 
Going back to lefty, he then hit 
two more in the bonus round 
and stayed lefty for the semifi-
nals and the final.

Caminero beat Minneso-
ta’s Byron Buxton 8-7 in the 
other semifinal.

Atlanta’s Matt Olson, 
Washington’s James Wood, 
the New York Yankees’ Jazz 
Chisholm Jr. and the Athletics’ 
Brent Rooker were eliminated 
in the first round of the annual 
power show.

Cruz and Caminero each 
hit 21 long balls and Buxton 
had 20 in the opening round. 
Raleigh and Rooker had 17 
apiece, but Raleigh advanced 
on the tiebreaker of their lon-
gest homer, 470.61 feet to 
470.53.

Cruz’s long drive was the 

hardest-hit at 118 mph.
The longest derby homer 

since Statcast started tracking 
in 2016 was 520 feet by Juan 
Soto in the mile-high air of 
Denver’s Coors Field in 2021. 
Last year, the longest drive at 
Arlington, Texas, was 473 feet 
by Atlanta’s Marcell Ozuna.

Wood hit 16 homers, in-
cluding a 486-foot shot and 
one that landed on the roof of 
the Chop House behind the 
right-field wall. Olson, disap-
pointing his hometown fans, 
did not go deep on his first 
nine swings and finished with 
15, He also was eliminated in 
the first round in 2021.

Chisholm hit just three 
homers, the fewest since the 
timer format started in 2015.

Seattle’s Cal Raleigh becomes first catcher 
and switch-hitter to win Home Run Derby


