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- Vincent Van Goth

In Memory of

06/01/1943 - May 27, 2024

Sadly missed by
Kathleen, Becky, Darren, 

Sydney, and Samantha
Teresa Lynn Reeder, of New Market, died Thurs-

day, May 22. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral 
Home, Frederick.

DEATH NOTICES

Bonnie Heim
Bonnie Jean (Williams) 

Heim (1951-2025)
Bonnie Jean (Williams) 

Heim, 74, Southaven, Ms., 
died on May 23, 2025.

Bonnie was born in 
Springfield, Tn., to Robert 
and Jean Williams.

Bonnie is survived by her 
husband, Kenneth, three 
children, and seven grand-
children.

In lieu of flowers, please 
make donations to the 
Desoto County Dream Cen-
ter.

Services will be held at 
Getwell Church, Southav-
en, Ms. Visitation is Tues-

day from 5 to 7. The funer-
al is Wednesday, May 28, at 
10 a.m.

Teresa Lynn Reeder
Teresa Lynn Reeder, aged 

64, of New Market, Mary-
land, departed from this life 
on Thursday, May 22, 2025. 
She was the cherished wife 
of Richard Lawson Reeder 
for 22 years.

Born on July 29, 1960, in 
Selma, Alabama, she was 
the daughter of Elsie Lee 
Taulton and the late Charles 
Earl Hahn. Teresa gradu-
ated in 1978 from Gover-
nor Thomas Johnson High 
School in Frederick, Mary-
land.

She worked with Ra-
cal Health & Safety for over 
a decade before enjoying 
a 26-year career with the 
Maryland Department of 
Transportation State High-
way Administration’s Dis-
trict 7 office in Frederick. 
Teresa volunteered with the 
Frederick County 4-H. She 
had a deep affection for all 
animals and loved spend-
ing time on her farm in New 
Market.

In addition to her hus-
band, she is survived by four 
children: Jamie Lee Heflin 
and her husband Micheal, 
James Leslie “Sonny” Holter 
Jr., Daniell Lynn Brewbaker 
and her husband Brandon, 
and Tabitha Rose Reeder 
and her fiance Richard Cer-
veny. She also leaves behind 
stepchildren Dawn Renae 
Reeder, Richard William 
“Rick” Reeder, and Robert 

Brant Reeder, along with 
numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

The family will wel-
come friends from 11 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. on Friday, May 
30, 2025, at Stauffer Funer-
al Homes, located at 1621 
Opossumtown Pike in Fred-
erick, Md.

A celebration of Teresa’s 
life journey will follow at 
12 p.m. on Friday, May 30, 
2025. Rev. Tim May will of-
ficiate. Interment will take 
place immediately after-
ward at Mount Olivet Cem-
etery, situated at 515 S. Mar-
ket St., in Frederick, Md.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at www.StaufferFuneral-
Home.com.

Joann Schuyleman
Joann Palmer Schuyle-

man, born Nov. 11, 1956, to 
the late Leon L. and Clare M. 
Palmer, died Feb. 26, 2025, 
at a family home. During the 
weeks prior to her death, she 
was lovingly surrounded by 
family and friends and re-
ceived support from her Hos-
pice Nurse, Tina Lerch.

She was the widow of 
Arvin L. Schuyleman (2009) 
after 33 years of marriage. 
She is survived by daughters 
Clare J. Vance-Kriete (Jus-
tin) of Littlestown, Pa.; Lau-
ra A. Schuyleman of Bruns-
wick; granddaughter, Angel 
Kolb of Hanover, Pa.; grand-
son Wesley Schuyleman of 
Brunswick; and great-grand-
son Theodore Weaver of Ha-
nover, Pa.; Sisters Sandralee 
Palmer Cole (Irby III) of West-
minster, and Maria T. Schrue-
fer (Tom), of Perry Hall; neph-
ew Irby C. Cole IV (Alyssa) 
their children Irby V and Arlo; 
her nieces Sarah M. Schrue-
fer (Matt) — children Vin-
cent, Rileigh and Emma Ted-
ford; Casey Schruefer (Matt) 
and daughter Blake Pierce; 
her “Sisters By Choice” Sha-
ron Carey of Knoxville and 
Angie Armstrong (Paul) of 
Brunswick, along with her 
honorary granddaughter Ca-
sey Armstrong of Brunswick; 
and many Eagle brothers and 
sisters.

She was preceded in 
death by her son, Arvin Lee 
Schuyleman Jr.; brother Mi-
chael P. Palmer; and a neph-
ew Kevin R. Cole.

She was a 1974 graduate 
of Woodlawn High School, 
Woodlawn, Md. Joann retired 
in 2010 from her Credit Union 
career after having worked in 
the field for 45 years. She was 
most recently employed as 
the Assistant to the Aerie Sec-
retary, Fraternal Order of Ea-

gles, Brunswick, Md.
Joann loved the Frater-

nal Order of Eagles and 
believed strongly in their 
motto of “People Help-
ing People” along with the 
charity work they do. She 
was very active in Bruns-
wick Auxiliary #1136, cur-
rently serving as Trust-
ee; she was the Maryland 
state auxiliary treasurer; she 
served as the Mid-Atlan-
tic regional president 2024-
2025; and was a past presi-
dent from both Westminster 
Auxiliary #4378 and Bruns-
wick Auxiliary #1136. She is 
also a member of the DAV 
and the VFW Auxiliaries, 
the Westminster Chapters.

Joann enjoyed warm 
weather, the beach, working 
bingo, the casino and spend-
ing time with family and 
friends.

Upon Joann’s request, 
there will be no viewing, how-
ever, a Celebration of Life will 
be held at 401 Central Ave., 
Brunswick, MD 21716, May 
31, 2025, at 12 p.m.

Interment will be private.
In lieu of flowers, the fam-

ily requests memorial con-
tributions be made to Camp 
Jamie Frederick Health Hos-
pice, 1 Frederick Health Way, 
Frederick, MD 21701.

By EDWARD WALSH
The Washington Post

Charles B. Rangel, a gravel-
ly voiced and exuberant congress-
man from the Harlem neighbor-
hood of New York who became the 
first African American chairman of 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee but was forced to relinquish 
that coveted position because of fi-
nancial transgressions, died May 
26 at a hospital in Manhattan. He 
was 94.

His death was confirmed in a 
statement provided by the City 
College of New York, where he had 
served as statesman-in-residence.

Mr. Rangel was an outspoken 
liberal Democrat during his 46-
year congressional career, which 
ended in 2017 when he decided 
not to seek a 24th term in an in-
creasingly Latino district that came 
to include Upper Manhattan and 
parts of the Bronx. His successor, 
Adriano Espaillat, became the first 
Dominican American member of 
Congress.

In the House, Mr. Rangel cham-
pioned programs to aid the poor; 
supported higher taxes on the 
wealthy; opposed intervention-
ist military policies, including the 
2003 invasion of Iraq; and worked 
against the 1996 welfare reform 
legislation that was signed into law 
by President Bill Clinton, a fellow 
Democrat.

He could be caustic in public, 
but behind the scenes, the gregar-
ious and genial Mr. Rangel, widely 
known as “Charlie,” was a popular 
figure on Capitol Hill, with friends 
in both parties. He was considered 
a shrewd and deft legislative crafts-
man capable not only of compro-
mise, but also of forging unlikely 
alliances with conservative Repub-
licans.

Mr. Rangel did so in his own 
style. Always impeccably dressed, 
his voice rasping in almost a cari-
cature of New Yorkese — the New 
York Daily News reported how Mr. 
Rangel “calls the place where they 
show movies the ‘thee-ate-uh’ ” — 
he cut a wide swath in Washington 
and beyond.

In defining his influence, it 
helped that he represented Har-
lem, long considered the unofficial 
capital of Black America. He suc-
ceeded Adam Clayton Powell Jr. in 
the House in 1971, and benefited 
from a strong political alliance with 
other Harlem power brokers that 
secured his home base.

Early on, Mr. Rangel recognized 
that Ways and Means was at the 
crossroads of much legislation that 
would affect his and other poor 
congressional districts and set out 
to make the most of his clout. He 
sponsored legislation aimed at 
toppling the apartheid regime of 
South Africa and measures to spur 
economic development and con-
struction of housing in low-income 
neighborhoods.

More often than not, Mr. Ran-
gel’s handiwork could be found 
deep inside tax bills and oth-

er measures that passed through 
Ways and Means, in arcane provi-
sions and numeric formulas that 
directly affected urban America in 
general and New York and Harlem 
in particular.

“Charlie has used his position 
consistently to tweak every piece of 
legislation that went by him,” Kath-
ryn Wylde, now president and chief 
executive of the Partnership for 
New York City, told the New York-
er magazine in 2000. “He has used 
it shamelessly, parochially, and for 
that we are very grateful.”

Congressional scholar Thom-
as E. Mann of the Brookings Insti-
tution said Mr. Rangel “was known 
to be serious, informed and capa-
ble of working with colleagues of 
diverse views on both sides of the 
aisle. His policy positions were 
generally in line with those of his 
constituents, and he looked out for 
their local interests as well. His eth-
ical improprieties clouded what 
otherwise was a notable career in 
Congress.”

Mr. Rangel’s downfall from the 
chairmanship of Ways and Means 
was all the more painful because he 
had come so far and waited so long 
to achieve a goal he set for himself 
in the 1970s. Abandoned by his fa-
ther at 6, the high school dropout 
was a decorated combat veteran of 
the Korean War before attending 
college and law school and begin-
ning a steady climb in politics.

He became Ways and Means 
chairman after the 2006 elections, 
when Democrats regained con-
trol of the House, ending a decade 
during which he had battled as the 
panel’s ranking Democrat while 
Republicans ran the show.

As chairman of a committee 
with jurisdiction over health-care 
legislation, Mr. Rangel was one of 
the key players in shaping the mas-
sive health-care overhaul bill that 
President Obama signed in 2010. 
But even as he immersed himself 
in this and other legislative mat-
ters, his career was about to be up-
ended.

Beginning in 2008, newspa-

per disclosures about Mr. Rangel’s 
personal finances led to an inves-
tigation by the House Ethics Com-
mittee. In February 2010, the pan-
el admonished him for accepting 
corporate-sponsored trips to the 
Caribbean.

A week later, under pressure 
from Democratic leaders who 
were growing increasingly nervous 
about the party’s prospects in the 
2010 midterm elections, Mr. Ran-
gel stepped down temporarily as 
Ways and Means chairman.

That did not end the investiga-
tion. In July 2010, the ethics com-
mittee issued a 40-page report 
detailing charges of 13 ethics vi-
olations. The allegations includ-
ed that Mr. Rangel had used his 
office to solicit donations to the 
Charles B. Rangel Center for Pub-
lic Service at the City College of 
New York from corporate execu-
tives who had business before his 
committee; failed to report and pay 
taxes on rental income from a vil-
la he owned in the Dominican Re-
public; filed inaccurate financial 
disclosure statements that under-
stated his assets by up to $500,000; 
and improperly used four rent-sta-
bilized apartments provided by a 
Manhattan real estate developer.

Throughout the investiga-
tion, Mr. Rangel maintained that 
he had never knowingly violated 
House rules or federal laws, and 
he was never charged with a civil 
or criminal violation. But amid an 
economic recession, it was clearly 
an embarrassment to have one of 
the leading tax officials in the na-
tion found to be in violation of tax 
laws.

On Dec. 2, 2010, following a rec-
ommendation of the ethics com-
mittee, the House voted 333 to 79 
to censure him for bringing dis-
credit to the chamber, the most se-
vere punishment short of expul-
sion.

Standing in the well of the 
House after the vote, Mr. Rangel 
told his colleagues, “I know in my 
heart I am not going to be judged 
by this Congress. I’ll be judged by 

my life in its entirety.”

TURNING LIFE AROUND
Charles Bernard Rangel was 

born in Harlem on June 11, 1930. 
He was the second of three chil-
dren born to Ralph Rangel, a labor-
er from Puerto Rico, and the for-
mer Blanche Mary Wharton, an 
African American who worked as a 
seamstress in the garment district.

The future congressman rare-
ly spoke of his father, whom he 
described as physically abusive. 
In his 2007 memoir, written with 
Leon Wynter, “And I Haven’t Had 
a Bad Day Since,” Mr. Rangel re-
called seeing his father strike his 
mother on the steps of an apart-
ment building.

“I went and got a broom to hit 
my father,” Mr. Rangel wrote. “He 
started laughing at me and then 
just walked away. I guess I’ve hat-
ed him ever since.”

After his father left the family, 
he was raised by his mother and 
her father, an elevator operator at 
the Criminal Courts Building in 
Manhattan. Mr. Rangel later said 
that it was his grandfather Charles 
Wharton, who wore a slick uni-
form and seemed to know all the 
judges and lawyers who entered 
the building, who first inspired his 
interest in the law. But when he 
confided in Wharton that he want-
ed to be a lawyer, the grandfather’s 
reaction was to laugh.

Mr. Rangel dropped out of De-
Witt Clinton High School after his 
sophomore year and, after holding 
several low-paying jobs, followed 
his older brother, Ralph Jr., into the 
Army. President Harry S. Truman 
had ordered the military integrated 
in 1948, but the process was slow, 
and Rangel was assigned to an all-
Black artillery battalion. On a freez-
ing November night in 1950, he 
was caught up in one of the great 
military reversals in U.S. history.

The place was Kunu-ri, in the 
mountainous region of North Ko-
rea where U.S. troops had driven 
to within striking distance of the 
Yalu River at the Chinese border.

Catching the Americans un-
prepared, massive waves of Chi-
nese soldiers crossed the river 
from the north, driving the Amer-
icans back and all but encircling 
Mr. Rangel’s unit.

Mr. Rangel led more than 40 
men on foot around the Kunu-
ri pass to safety on the other side 
of the mountain. He was wound-
ed by shrapnel during the fighting 
and was awarded the Bronze Star 
and the Purple Heart.

He credited the Army with 
turning his life around. Back in 
New York, he earned his high 
school diploma in one year and a 
bachelor’s degree from New York 
University’s school of commerce. 
With the help of a full scholar-
ship, he obtained a law degree in 
1960 from St. John’s University in 
Brooklyn (now in Queens).

In 1964, he married Alma Car-
ter. She died in 2024. Survivors in-

clude two children, Steven Rangel 
and Alicia Haughton; and three 
grandsons.

After a short stint in private 
practice, he became in 1961 an as-
sistant U.S. attorney in the South-
ern District of New York. During 
that time, he made lasting friend-
ships with three men who would 
be his political allies: Percy Sut-
ton, who became Manhattan bor-
ough president; Basil A. Paterson, 
New York’s first Black secretary of 
state and father of the state’s first 
Black governor; and David Din-
kins, New York’s first Black may-
or. Collectively they were known 
as “the Gang of Four” and exert-
ed immense political influence in 
Harlem and beyond.

When Sutton was elected Man-
hattan borough president, Mr. 
Rangel was elected in 1966 to fill 
Sutton’s old seat in the New York 
State Assembly. He remained in 
Albany for two terms and emerged 
as a leader among the state’s Black 
legislators. Among the political 
friends Mr. Rangel made in Albany 
was New York’s liberal Republican 
governor, Nelson A. Rockefeller.

As Mr. Rangel’s profile began to 
rise, he was viewed as a potential 
successor to Rep. Powell, who had 
been the first person to claim the 
title of “congressman from Har-
lem” after the New York legislature 
created the district in the 1940s 
to satisfy demands that Harlem’s 
Black citizens have their own con-
gressional representative.

Powell was a charismatic 
preacher whose flamboyant per-
sonality and lifestyle eventual-
ly devolved into self-destructive-
ness. With the seniority he had 
earned, Powell was instrumen-
tal in helping President Lyndon B. 
Johnson push through his “Great 
Society” legislation in the mid-
1960s. But by the end of the de-
cade, Powell was living in virtu-
al exile. Expelled by Congress in 
1967 and reinstated by a U.S. Su-
preme Court decision, suffering 
from cancer, he spent most of his 
time on the island of Bimini in the 
Bahamas.

In late 1969, Rockefeller dis-
patched Mr. Rangel to Bimini to 
try to coax the congressman to 
come home. Mr. Rangel warned 
Powell of political maneuverings 
against him at home, but Powell 
dismissed the threats. Then Mr. 
Rangel said he might run against 
Powell himself.

“Do what you have to do, baby,” 
Powell replied, patting Mr. Rangel 
on the cheek.

In the ensuing Democrat-
ic primary Mr. Rangel had only 
good things to say about Pow-
ell’s past contributions to Harlem 
but was critical of his absentee-
ism and recent lack of attention 
to the district. He defeated Pow-
ell by a plurality of 150 votes in the 
five-candidate field.

Walsh, a Washington Post re-
porter, died in 2014. Ellie Silver-
man and Adam Bernstein contrib-
uted to this report.
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Former NY Congressman Charles Rangel has died at 94

AP file

 Rep. Charles Rangel, D-N.Y., speaks at a news conference June 16, 2016, 
on Capitol Hill in Washington.


