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Sam Blank Jr.
Meredith L. Blank Jr., bet-

ter known to family and 
friends as Sam, of Freder-
ick, Maryland, passed away 
peacefully on June 6, 2025, at 
the age of 82. Born on Dec. 7, 
1942, in Frederick, he was the 
beloved son of the late Mer-
edith L. Blank Sr. (Leo) and 
Charlotte Grumbine.

Sam was a devoted hus-
band, father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, broth-
er and friend. He shared 
63 loving years of marriage 
with his wife, Shirley, and 
together they built a strong 
and supportive family. He 
is survived by his three 
sons Larry (Sherene), Todd 
(Sheryl) and Mickey (Jenni-
fer); his grandchildren; Jon-
athan, Christina (Ethan), 
Wyatt, and Elizabeth; and 
his great-grandson, Bella-
my.

He is also survived by his 
two sisters, Suzie and Dana 
and was preceded in death by 
his two brothers, Teddy and 
Jimmy. Sam leaves behind 
many cherished nieces and 
nephews. He will be deeply 
missed by many, especially 
his dear friend Leann.

Sam began his working 
life in construction, where 
he developed a strong work 
ethic and lasting friendships. 
He later found fulfillment 
working at the Cracked Claw, 
where his warm nature and 
sense of humor made him 
a favorite among coworkers 
and patrons alike.

A passionate sports en-
thusiast, Sam loved watch-
ing horse racing, baseball, 

football and hockey. Wheth-
er cheering from his living 
room or the track, his excite-
ment for the game- and life it-
self-was contagious.

Sam will be remembered 
for his deep love of family, his 
kind heart, and the steady, 
quiet strength he carried 
through every season of life. 
His memory will live on in 
the the hearts of all who knew 
and loved him.

He will be missed beyond 
words and forever remem-
bered with love.

Burial will be at Rocky 
Springs Cemetery follow-
ing the service. Visitation will 
be held at Stauffer Funeral 
Home in Frederick, at 1621 
Opossumtown Pike, Fred-
erick, Maryland 21701, on 
Tuesday, June 17, 2025, from 
11-1 p.m. with a service to fol-
low.

Joseph Shepard
Joseph Michael Shepard, 

45, of Brunswick, MD passed 
away very unexpectedly on 
June 4, 2025. 

Mike was born on Oct. 
4, 1979 to William and Lil-
ly Hahn. He was a member 
of the stablemate’s mustang 
club and employed by Den-
nis Trucking. Mike loved to 
golf, work on cars, spend time 
with his family, friends, and 
his dogs Titan and Journey. 
He was always on joke time. 
He is survived by his beloved 
wife of 21 years, Elly Sum-
mers; sons Mike and Kolby 
(Jenna); daughter Breanna 
(Kevin); and Pap to Jade, Ava, 
Zoey and Brynlee. 

Mike is also survived 
by his sisters Dawn, Dea-
na (Harry), Tracy and Pat-
ti; brothers and best friends 
Kenny and Billy (Sara); sis-
ters-in-law Lynne, Cassie and 
Alexis (Chris); mother-in-
law Luann Schildt and Hen-
ry Lake; father-in-law Roy 

and Sibby Summers; many 
nieces, nephews, great-niec-
es, great-nephews, cousins, 
aunts, and uncles; and spe-
cial friends John Whitworth 
and Earl Summers. He was 
proceeded in death by his fa-
ther William Hahn, broth-
er Buba, nephew Drew, and 
great nephews Jackson and 
Alijah. 

A celebration of life will be 
held at a later date.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By BRIAN MURPHY
The Washington Post

Frederick Forsyth, a me-
ga-selling British novelist of 
political thrillers, cunning 
spy craft and globe-trotting 
intrigue who used his own 
background as a foreign cor-
respondent to inspire such 
page-turners as “The Day of 
the Jackal,” “The Odessa File” 
and “The Dogs of War,” died 
June 9 at his home in Bucking-
hamshire, a county in south-
east England. He was 86.

The literary agency Cur-
tis Brown, which represent-
ed him, announced the death 
but did not cite a cause.

For a half-century, Mr. For-
syth was one of the most suc-
cessful authors of the cloak-
and-dagger circuit. He wrote 
more than 20 novels, short 
stories and other works, re-
portedly selling more than 75 
million copies in more than a 
dozen languages. Many of his 
books, featuring high-stakes 
action and protagonists pitted 
against seemingly impossible 
odds, were made into movies 
or TV dramas.

Unlike John le Carré, a 
contemporary who delved 
into the moral ambiguities of 
Cold War espionage, Mr. For-
syth never pretended to be 
anything other than, by his 
own description, “just a story-
teller.” Book critics were gen-
erally kind, often praising his 
blistering plot pace and me-
ticulous attention to detail.

Mr. Forsyth’s style was 
credited with helping launch 
the genre of “documenta-
ry thrillers”: taut storylines of 
hunters and the hunted, ref-
erences to real people and 
agencies, and tight-aperture 
descriptions right down to the 
interlocking parts of a gun or 
the green canvas boot covers 
worn by mercenaries in West 
Africa.

To many fans, Mr. For-
syth was a chap who knew the 
score. The world can be dark 
and cutthroat. Leaders can be 
weak and misguided. A hero 
must follow his gut (“his” be-
cause most of Mr. Forsyth’s 
books are heavy on the tes-
tosterone) and not just obey 
orders from paper-pushing 

handlers at MI6 or Langley.
A consummate raconteur 

and multilingual bon vivant 
in his foghorn baritone, Mr. 
Forsyth had a background as 
adventuresome as his books. 
He was a Royal Air Force pi-
lot at 18, one of the youngest 
in Britain. He then began his 
roving journalism career in 
1958, covering an attempted 
assassination of French Pres-
ident Charles de Gaulle in 
1962 as well as other stories 
across the Soviet bloc and in 
conflict zones in Africa. Later, 
as a novelist, he moonlighted 
for British intelligence — run-
ning delivery “errands” amid 
his travels, he said.

He began writing novels at 
a low point. After an early stint 
with Reuters, he quit the BBC 
in 1968 while serving as assis-
tant diplomatic correspon-
dent. He accused his bosses of 
being more interested in toe-
ing the government line in the 
former British protectorate 
of Nigeria than reporting the 
“horror” of the famine and re-
pression in the Biafra region 
fighting to secede.

He worked as a freelanc-
er reporting the Biafran side 
of the story before writing a 
nonfiction book, “The Biafra 
Story,” to little notice. Over 
Christmas 1969 he was back 
in Britain — “literally broke,” 
he said. That’s when Mr. For-
syth, who had mulled for 
years the attempted assassi-
nation of De Gaulle as scaf-

folding for a novel, spent a 
little over a month at the type-
writer and finished the manu-
script for “The Day of the Jack-
al” with the aid of many packs 
of Rothmans cigarettes.

The book was about a 
French paramilitary out-
fit that hires a remorseless 
British hit man known only 
as “the Jackal.” The tensions 
build on a collision course be-
tween the hired killer and an 
unassuming French police 
detective racing to stop him. 
The first four publishers who 
were pitched “Jackal” didn’t 
understand the book, Mr. For-
syth later told The Washing-
ton Post: “The point was not 
whodunit, but how, and how 
close would he get?”

Then in 1971, a Lon-
don-based publisher, 
Hutchinson & Co., took a 
chance. Sales soared, driven 
mostly by word of mouth. Vi-
king Press grabbed the U.S. 
rights for a reported $365,000 
— a major sum for a rookie 
author. Positive reviews in the 
New York Times helped boost 
sales and jolted him to the top 
of the bestseller lists.

In 1972, Mr. Forsyth won 
the Mystery Writers of Amer-
ica’s Edgar Allan Poe Award 
for best novel. An acclaimed 
1973 film, directed by Fred 
Zinnemann, starred Edward 
Fox as the Jackal and Michael 
Lonsdale as the French po-
lice official. Adding to the 
book’s aura, a Guardian re-

porter coined the name Car-
los the Jackal for fugitive Ven-
ezuelan political terrorist Ilich 
Ramírez Sánchez in 1975 after 
spotting Mr. Forsyth’s thrill-
er in a raided London apart-
ment. (Sánchez was captured 
in 1994.)

Catapulted to public no-
tice, Mr. Forsyth gabbed with 
Johnny Carson on “The To-
night Show” and charmed 
the audience with irreverent 
zingers on politics and world 
affairs in his slightly posh ac-
cent honed at the BBC.

“He caught lightning in a 
bottle with ‘Day of the Jack-
al,’ ” Barry Forshaw, a British 
crime fiction writer, said in a 
2022 interview for this obit-
uary. “Forsyth wasn’t one of 
the great writers among his 
contemporaries in terms of 
developing characters or ex-
ploring moral quandaries. 
But he knew he had a winning 
formula and stuck with it.”

Mr. Forsyth kept a prolif-
ic pace, chopping away with 
“two fingers and a thumb for 
the space bar” — first on his 
beloved vintage manual type-
writers and, more recently, on 
a Silver Reed electric model. 
He made corrections in pen.

Even before “Jackal” be-
came a success, he was busy 
working on his next book: 
“The Odessa File” (1972) 
about a reporter in 1960s 
West Germany tracking a for-
mer Nazi concentration camp 
commander and probing a 
clique of former SS members. 
Nazi-hunter Simon Wiesen-
thal helped with the research.

Fiction and fact came per-
ilously close amid the release 
of “The Dogs of War” (1974), 
about mercenaries seeking 
to depose the leader of a fic-
tional country based on the 
Central African nation of 
Equatorial Guinea. The Sun-
day Times of London inves-
tigative team in 1978 uncov-
ered details alleging that Mr. 
Forsyth had a role in orga-
nizing an unsuccessful 1973 
coup plot in Equatorial Guin-
ea, seeking to create a new 
homeland for Biafran ref-
ugees. Thirteen suspected 
mercenaries apparently re-
cruited for the job were ar-
rested in Spain.
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Donald Weller
Donald Ray Weller, age 

78, of Union Bridge, died 
Sunday, June 8, 2025 at Au-
tumn Lake at Glade Valley, 
Walkersville, following a 
brief illness. Born July 31, 
1946 in Frederick County, 
he was the son of the late 
Kemp Weller and Mary 
Nash Weller. He was the 
husband of Geraldine “Jer-
ry” R. Weller, his wife of 51 
years.

Donald was a truck 
driver employed with the 
Frederick County Roads 
Dept., then for a period of 
time with Jimmy King and 
later had his own busi-
ness, Weller Trucking. He 
also assisted with custom 
farming for Dwight Repp 
and Gordon Flickinger. He 
enjoyed visiting Charles 
Town, traveling and watch-
ing his son and grandson 
play baseball. In earlier 
years he coached his son’s 
New Midway Little League 
team.

In addition to his wife 
he is survived by son, Tod 
Wachter and wife Lisa of 
Walkersville; grandson 
Eric Wachter and fiancee 
Courtney of Baltimore; sis-
ters, Susan Smith and hus-
band Dale of Linwood, Do-

ris King of Frederick and 
Martha Serig and husband 
Bud of Hagerstown; broth-
er, Richard Weller of Fred-
erick; sister-in-law, Janis 
Weller of Virginia and nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews. He was predeceased 
by a brother, Ed Weller 
and brother-in-law, James 
King.

There will be no visita-
tion or funeral service.

Inurnment will take 
place in Haugh’s Cemetery 
at the convenience of the 
family.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to a charity 
of one’s choice.

A message or memory 
may be placed on his “trib-
ute wall” at www.hartzler-
funeralhome.com.

Michael Silvers
Michael Lee Silvers, 56, 

of Frederick, MD, passed 
away Sunday, June 8, 2025 
at Frederick Health Hos-
pital, Frederick, MD, sur-
rounded by loving family. 

Born on Aug. 14, 1968 in 
Frederick, MD, he was the 
son of the late Jeanetta Mae 
(Rickard) Silvers and El-
ton Pate. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded 
in death by a niece, Heath-
er Longerbeam; brother-
in-law, Michael Lake; and 
brother, Richard Rickard. 

Mike worked as a con-
crete mason all of his live 
until he started working as 
a cook at Long John Silver 

and as a warehouse assis-
tant for American Freight. 

Mike enjoyed going for 
walks, drawing, classic cars, 
and watching profession-
al wrestling. He is survived 
by his loving wife, Shirley 
Silvers; sister, Wilma Lake; 
nephews, Zachary Lake and 
spouse; and Joshua Lake 
and spouse; and numerous 
great-nieces and nephews. 

Services will be private 
and at the convenience of 
the family. Arrangements 
were made with J.L. Da-
vis Funeral Home, Smiths-
burg, MD, online condo-
lences can be offered at 
www.jldavisfh.com.

Jessica Monroe
Jessica Jean Monroe, 38, 

of Keymar, MD passed away 
on Thursday, May 22, 2025. 
Born on Jan. 14, 1987 in Rock-
ville, MD, she was the daugh-
ter of Jennifer Marie (Muse) 
and John Douglas Monroe. 
She was preceded in death 
by grandparents Clarence 
Muse Sr., Maryann and John 
E. Monroe, Sr.; great-grand-
father Earl and a very special 
great-grandmother Dorothy 
“Nanny” Boyd. 

Jessica graduated from 
Brunswick High School, class 
of 2005. Jessica was a beauti-
ful soul who was taken from 
us way too soon. She had an 
amazing personality, loved 
animals, gardening and be-
ing around the people she 
cared about. Jessica’s goal 
was to pursue a career in Peer 
Counseling so she could help 
others thru their addiction. 

She is survived by three 
children; Adrian and Cam-
eron Steed, and Melienna 
Monroe; two siblings Jus-
tine Lucas-Monroe (sis-

ter); Jordan Monroe (broth-
er); grandmother and 
step-grandfather, Barba-
ra and David Wayne; two 
nieces, four nephews, sev-
eral aunts and uncles, with 
a special connection to her 
Aunt Kinder and Uncle Wil-
liam Scheetz. Services will 
be private with a Celebration 
of Life being planned at a lat-
er date. Arrangements were 
made with J.L. Davis Funeral 
Home, Smithsburg, MD, on-
line condolences can be of-
fered at www.jldavisfh.com.

By GRANT PECK 
Asociated Press

BANGKOK — Suchin-
da Kraprayoon, an army 
commander in Thailand 
who in 1992 followed 
the Southeast Asian na-
tion’s tradition of mili-
tary strongmen assuming 
the reins of government, 
died Tuesday at age 91, 
the state Thai News Agen-
cy reported.

Suchinda, who served 
just under seven weeks as 
prime minister, became 
one of the country’s most 
reviled politicians after 
the military used lethal 
force to quash protests 
alleging he took office 
by undemocratic means. 
The episode became 
known as “Black May.”

The violence, during 
which 52 people were 
killed according to an of-
ficial count, ended only 
when the country’s re-
vered monarch, then-
King Bhumibol Adulya-
dej, summoned Suchinda 
and protest leader Cham-
long Srimuang for a 
scolding on a live televi-
sion broadcast.

Suchinda stepped 
down and exited poli-
tics, living generally out 
of the public eye. He was 
respected by fellow of-
ficers and named chair-
man of a major Thai tele-
coms company.

He began his mili-
tary career by attend-
ing Chulachomklao Mili-
tary Academy, Thailand’s 
West Point, and did two 
study tours in the United 
States. He served a stint 
in a Thai unit supporting 
the U.S. war effort in Viet-
nam and was an assistant 
military attache in 1971 
at the Thai Embassy in 
Washington.

A 1985 appointment 
as assistant chief of staff 
for operations put him on 
track to be appointed army 
commander, which he 
achieved in March 1990.

He then rose to be-
come prime minister a 
year after leading a Feb-
ruary 1991 coup ousting 
the elected government 
of Chatichai Choonhav-
en, whose ruling coa-
lition was dubbed the 
“buffet Cabinet” because 
its members were seen 
as feeding on the spoils 
of power.

Although Suchin-
da was one of four dep-
uty leaders of the jun-
ta that took over, he was 
arguably more influen-
tial than its official lead-
er, Gen. Sunthorn Kong-
sompong. The junta got 
credit for appointing 
qualified technocrats to 
serve in its interim Cab-
inet and for holding an 
election in March 1992.

Five parties that won 
a majority of seats nomi-
nated Narong Wongwan, 
a wealthy businessman 
and member of Parlia-
ment, to be prime min-
ister. His nomination 
was withdrawn after the 
United States caused a 
controversy by saying it 
had refused him a visa 
because of suspected 
links to drug trafficking.

The five parties then 
selected Suchinda as 
their candidate, and he 
became Thailand’s 19th 
prime minister.

A protest movement 
immediately took hold 
and grew rapidly. The 
confrontation escalated 
into violence by May 17, 
with running street bat-
tles, the burning of pub-
lic property and troops 
opening fire on unarmed 
protesters.

When King Bhumib-
ol on May 20 summoned 
Suchinda and his main 
critic Chamlong to tell 
them to end the vio-
lence, Suchinda’s posi-
tion became untenable. 
After the king signed an 
amnesty covering both 
sides in the conflict, he 
resigned.

Frederick Forsyth, thriller writer 
of ‘Day of the Jackal,’ dies at 86

Associated Press file photo

British author Frederick Forsyth poses for a photograph in 
Hertford, England, on Aug. 17, 2006.
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