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DEATH NOTICES
Donald J. Deener Sr., of 

Brunswick, died Wednes-
day, Oct. 29. Arrangements 
are by Stauffer Funeral 
Home, Brunswick. 

Janice Myrlee Ely, of 
Thurmont, died Thursday, 
Oct. 29. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Frederick. 

Sandra “Susie” Hall, 
of Frederick, died Sunday, 
Nov. 2. Arrangements are 
by Rollins Life Celebration 
Center, Frederick. 

Earl S. Page, of Freder-
ick, died Saturday, Nov. 1. 
Arrangements are by Roll-
ins Life Celebration Center, 
Frederick. 

Kareem Streeter, of 
Martinsburg, died Wednes-
day, Oct. 29. Arrangements 
are by Rollins Life Celebra-
tion Center, Frederick. 

Alv Dana Youngberg, of 
Cumberland, died Sunday, 
Nov. 2. Arrangements are by 
Keeney and Basford Funeral 
Home, Frederick.

Donald Deener Sr.
Donald J. Deener Sr., 84, 

of Brunswick, Maryland, en-
tered into the arms of his 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2025, 
at Frederick Health Hospital. 
He was the husband of Gloria 
J. Deener, his wife of 66 years.

Born Sept. 15, 1941, in 
Frederick County, he was the 
son of the late Herman and 
Daisy Cooper Deener.

Donnie graduated from 
Brunswick High School in 
1959 and joined the U.S. 
Army, where he served for 
six years, briefly stationed in 
Germany. After his honor-
able discharge, he worked for 
the Department of the Army 
for 30 years until his retire-
ment.

Donnie was an active 
member of his community, 
serving in his church, New 
York Hill United Method-
ist Church; as a member of 
the Petersville Ruritan; and 
as a girls’ basketball coach 
for many years. He was also 
a faithful volunteer and Life 
Member of the Brunswick 
Heritage Museum. Don-
nie loved golfing, collect-
ing trains and old toys, and 
yard saling, but most of all he 
loved his family and his Lord.

Donnie was a beloved 
husband, father, father-
in-law, grandfather, and 
great-grandfather. Surviv-
ing, in addition to his wife, 
are his sons, Donald J. Deen-
er Jr., and Michael A. Deen-
er (Lisa); grandchildren, 
Amanda (Kei) and Michael, 
Jr. (Mady); and great-grand-

son, Adrix.
Donnie was predeceased 

by siblings, Charles (Wil-
ma) Deener, Herman (June) 
Deener, Carlos (Nancy) 
Deener, Mary Ayers, and Glo-
ria J. Ayers; brother-in-law, 
Clayton Kirby Sr.; and sisters-
in-law, Patsy Deener and 
Grace Schroyer.

The family will receive 
friends from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 8, at the 
Stauffer Funeral Home, 1100 
N. Maple Ave., Brunswick.

Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m. on Saturday at 
the funeral home in Bruns-
wick. Burial will be held at 
Lovettsville Union Cemetery 
in Lovettsville, VA.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Louis J. Pernici
Louis Joseph Pernici, age 

88, of New Market, Mary-
land, passed away peaceful-
ly in the early morning hours 
of Thursday, Oct. 23, 2025, at 
Autumn Lake at Glade Val-
ley, surrounded by his loving 
family.

Born April 25, 1937, in 
Coral, Pennsylvania, he was 
the son of the late Louis J. 
Pernici Sr. and Mary (Ser-
venti) Pernici. He was the 
devoted husband of Karen 
Louise Pernici, his beloved 
wife of 55 years.

Lou is survived by his 
daughters and sons-in-law 
Maria and Matthew Vilcek, 
and Bernadette and Mat-
thew Miller; his cherished 
grandchildren, Samuel, Ol-
ivia, August, and Jackson 
Vilcek, and Noah, Madalyn, 
and Nicholas Miller. He is 
also survived by his precious 
sister, Rose Yoschak; sis-
ters-in-law Margaret Harris, 
Maxine Hollen, Sara Cuc-
ciardo, and Janet Farren; and 
many loving nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.

A 1955 graduate of Lau-
ra Lamar High School, Lou 
proudly worked as a survey-
or for 37 1/2 years with the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation. He was 
a cherished colleague and 
the envy of many when his 
lunchbox contained a slice 
of his wife’s legendary raisin 
pie.

Lou’s favorite thing in 
the world was spending 
time with family. In his oth-
er hours, he enjoyed play-
ing golf, reading nonfiction, 
watching Steelers football, 
and laughing with friends he 

had known for years — or 
those he had just met.

Lou was very proud of his 
Italian heritage. His loving at-
titude, hard work ethic, and 
dynamic athleticism were 
recognized by many; howev-
er, he will most be remem-
bered for his profound love 
for his family, his ability to 
tell a lively story, and his ten-
derhearted personality that 
endeared him to everyone 
around.

A memorial service will be 
held at Our Lady of Assump-
tion Catholic Church in Grac-
eton, Pennsylvania, on Satur-
day, Jan. 3, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. 
Inurnment will follow in St. 
Francis Cemetery, Graceton.

Lou’s family would like 
to thank the staff at Autumn 
Lake at Glade Valley for the 
patience and loving care they 
provided over the past two 
years.

At the family’s request, 
in lieu of flowers, those who 
wish to express sympathy are 
encouraged to make a small 
donation to Lou’s favorite 
charity, St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.

Leave a message or mem-
ory on his tribute wall at hart-
zlerfuneralhome.com.

Irene Nadine Slifer
Irene Nadine Slifer, 91, 

of Boonsboro,  passed into 
the arms of her Lord at Bry-
ant Woods Manor in Co-
lumbia, on Monday, Oct. 27, 
2025. Born on Sept. 5, 1934, 
in Rohrersville, she was the 
daughter of the late Floyd W. 
and Lillian (Eakle) Smith of 
Locust Grove.

She was a 1952 graduate 
of Boonsboro High School. 
She worked for Pangborn in 
Hagerstown, Londontown 
in Boonsboro, and in-home 
childcare. She was a mem-
ber of Bethel U.M. Church in 
Rohrersville, where she sang 
in the choir and served on 
many committees. Her fam-
ily and church family were 
very important to her. She 
bowled in the Lady’s League 
in Boonsboro and the Turn-
ers Senior League. She was 
an avid supporter of Spe-
cial Olympics, in which her 
daughter Jennifer participat-
ed in. She loved all children.

She is survived by her 
children: Dianne Collinson 
and husband Richard, Ron-
ald Slifer and Jennifer Slif-
er; grandchildren: Chris and 
Mike Collinson, Milissa Walk 
(James) and Aaron Slifer; 
great-grandchildren: Addi-
son and Ryleigh Harvey and 
Bailee and Abel Collinson. 
She is also survived by her sis-
ter, Joan Munson and numer-
ous nieces and nephews and 
all her beloved family.

She was preceded in 
death by her beloved hus-
band, James Slifer, whom she 
married on March 3, 1952, 

and shared 66 years of mar-
riage with. She was also pre-
ceded in death by her broth-
er, Wilfred (Smitty) Smith and 
sister-in-law Deloris Smith 
and brother-in-law Dr. Carl-
ton Munson.

The family will receive 
friends on Wednesday, Nov. 
5, from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
Bast-Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Boonsboro. A celebration of 
life will immediately follow 
at 12 p.m. in the chapel of the 
funeral home. A burial will 
follow services at Boonsboro 
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be 
made to Bethel U.M. Church 
of Rohrersville, Hospice of 
Washington County or the 
ARC of Washington County.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be shared with the fam-
ily at www.staufferfuneral-
home.com.

By ADAM BERNSTEIN
The Washington Post

Diane Ladd, a prolific actress who earned 
Oscar nominations for her supporting roles 
in “Alice Doesn’t Live Here Anymore,” “Wild 
at Heart” and “Rambling Rose” — playing 
a spectrum of humanity that encompassed 
the tartly profane, the violently unstable and 
the quietly noble — died Nov. 3 at her home 
in Ojai, California. She was 89.

Her daughter, Oscar-winning actress 
Laura Dern, announced the death in a 
statement. She did not cite a cause.

With her Southern lilt, helmet of flaxen 
hair and expressive face, Ms. Ladd built a 
more than six-decade career on stage, TV 
and film. She portrayed a cotillion’s worth 
of Dixie belles, some sweet, others imbued 
with a primal drive for vengeance, and ap-
peared on-screen several times with Dern, 
a daughter from her early marriage to actor 
Bruce Dern. The two women became the 
first mother-daughter pair to earn Academy 
Award nominations for the same film, the 
Depression-era coming-of-age story “Ram-
bling Rose” (1991).

Starting with TV work in the late 1950s, 
Ms. Ladd amassed a portfolio of more than 
140 Hollywood credits. She was drawn, 
she said, to playing unconventional truth-
tellers, such as the salty waitress Flo in di-
rector Martin Scorsese’s “Alice Doesn’t Live 
Here Anymore” (1974) — the basis for the 
long-running TV sitcom “Alice” — and the 
sociopathically protective mother in film-
maker David Lynch’s “Wild at Heart” (1990).

She spent decades trying unsuccessful-
ly to generate backing for her pet project — a 
biopic of Martha Mitchell, the outspoken, al-
coholic and estranged wife of convicted Wa-
tergate conspirator John N. Mitchell, who 
was President Richard M. Nixon’s attorney 
general. (Ms. Ladd said the ghost of Martha 
Mitchell had visited her and compelled her 
to tell her story.)

Ms. Ladd had long found solace in psychic 
healing, astrology and her belief in reincarna-
tion, following the accidental pool drowning 
of her toddler daughter, also named Diane, 
in 1962. As a writer and lecturer, she became 
an ardent promoter of New Age philosophies 
and alternative-healing techniques.

“I like to joke that when Shirley MacLaine 
was out on a limb, I was already out on a 
branch,” she said, referring to the movie star 
known for her interest in mysticism and re-
incarnation.

A self-described misfit from small-town 
Mississippi, Ms. Ladd said she was an intui-
tive and psychic child who found in acting a 
way to channel her emotional sensitivity. She 
completed Catholic high school at 16, then lit 
out for New Orleans determined to become 
“the best damned actress of my time.”

She supported herself as a model and 
singer in the French Quarter before joining 
a touring production of “Tobacco Road,” 
based on Erskine Caldwell’s novel about 
Depression-era tenant farmers.

By 20, she was working in Manhattan as 
a sequined Copacabana nightclub chorine. 
She demonstrated her dramatic prowess 
in a 1957 road company production of the 
drug-addiction play “A Hatful of Rain,” be-
came a favorite pupil of Actors Studio artistic 
director Lee Strasberg, and played a strong-
willed young woman in a 1959 off-Broadway 
revival of “Orpheus Descending,” written by 
her distant cousin Tennessee Williams.

Ms. Ladd’s work in the play, which also 
starred her future husband Dern, briefly 
ignited film-studio interest in her. But she 
blanched at the prospect of conforming to 

a screen archetype of the glamorous blond 
goddess and elected instead to follow the 
serious theater path of her idols Kim Stan-
ley and Geraldine Page.

As a result, however, she spent nearly 15 
years in relative obscurity. She appeared in 
short-lived plays and worked for a year on 
the CBS soap opera “The Secret Storm.” She 
had innumerable supporting roles in films, 
from the Roger Corman biker exploitation 
film “Wild Angels” (1966) to Roman Polans-
ki’s noir masterpiece “Chinatown” (1974). 
In the latter, she was an actress who mys-
teriously impersonates Faye Dunaway’s so-
cialite character and later gets murdered.

‘Alice’ and beyond
Her rise to greater fame began with “Al-

ice Doesn’t Live Here Anymore,” starring 
Ellen Burstyn in an Oscar-winning perfor-
mance as a widowed mother and aspiring 
singer who takes a waitressing job at an Ari-
zona greasy spoon. Ms. Ladd impressed crit-
ics with her portrayal of a wisecracking older 
waitress who can put any man in his place.

Ms. Ladd’s disappointment in her Os-
car loss was compounded by her anger that 
Ingrid Bergman accepted the trophy for 
“Murder on the Orient Express” with what 
she viewed as disingenuous modesty.

“She implied that she didn’t think she de-
served to win,” Ms. Ladd told journalist Rex 
Reed soon after. “Now, honey, if you don’t 
think you deserve to win, you should decline 
the nomination. And on top of that to single 
out [nominee] Valentina Cortese as the one 
who should have won … well! The old South-
erner in me began to rebel. My toes literal-
ly curled under my shoes, went through the 
soles and clawed the carpet.”

Fresh off her Oscar nomination, Ms. Ladd 
frustrated her agent by turning down TV and 
film parts in favor of starring in the Broad-
way-bound play “Lu Ann Hampton Laverty 
Oberlander,” part of author Preston Jones’s 
“A Texas Trilogy.” And while her portrayal 
of the title character — as both a fresh-faced 
17-year-old and a small-town widow at 37 — 
received approving reviews, it seemed that 
she had failed to seize her moment to secure 
better parts in Hollywood.

She slummed with Rock Hudson in the 
horror film “Embryo” (1976) and had roles 
in a few made-for-TV films. In 1980, she was 
hired to play a new sassy Southern waitress 
named Belle Dupree on CBS’s “Alice” after 
Flo — popularized on the sitcom by Pol-

ly Holliday — left for a spin-off. Ms. Ladd 
stayed a season on “Alice” and left with 
complaints that the writers lacked a clear 
vision for Belle as a character.

She later appeared as Chevy Chase’s gen-
tle mother in “National Lampoon’s Christ-
mas Vacation” (1989), then pivoted to Lynch’s 
“Wild at Heart,” with freakish displays of red 
lipstick and boundless malevolence as she 
tries to prevent her daughter (played by Lau-
ra Dern) from dating a former convict (Nico-
las Cage). In “Rambling Rose,” Ms. Ladd was 
a good-hearted Southern matriarch who 
looks after the well-being of her sexually pre-
cocious young housekeeper (Laura Dern).

In the early 1990s, Ms. Ladd received 
Emmy Award nominations for her guest 
roles on “Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman,” 
the sitcom “Grace Under Fire” and the faith 
drama “Touched by an Angel.” She also 
played the mother to Laura Dern’s lead 
character on the 2011-2013 HBO series 
“Enlightened,” about the spiritual journey 
of a female corporate executive who is re-
covering from a breakdown.

“I think that Laura might have been bas-
ing her character on me, and I was basing 
my character on my mother, [who] was a 
wonderful woman, very wonderful, but she 
was a passive aggressor,” she told an inter-
viewer in 2013. “I had this scene where Lau-
ra comes in, and she hugs me in one of the 
opening scenes, and I said, ‘What’s wrong?’ 
If my daughter hugs me, I hug her back. I 
hug everybody. I don’t say, ‘What’s wrong?’ 
I say, ‘Hey darlin’, that’s good sugar.’ That’s 
Diane Ladd.”

Rose Diane Ladnier — she sometimes 
rendered her surname Ladner or Lanier — 
was born Nov. 29, 1935, and grew up near 
Meridian, Mississippi. She said her moth-
er was a homemaker with a social regis-
ter background, and her father was a vet-
erinarian (“a poor chicken doctor”) from a 
free-spirited family on what she described 
as a lower social rung.

She began acting in high school, and her 
parents allowed her to pursue her career in 
New Orleans on the condition that she at-
tend finishing school at the same time.

Her marriages to Bruce Dern and stock-
broker William Shea Jr. (whose family 
name adorned the Mets’ old stadium) end-
ed in divorce. In 1999, she married Robert 
Charles Hunter, a retired PepsiCo execu-
tive. He died in July 2025.

Information on survivors was not imme-
diately available.

Ronald Joseph Babco Sr.
Ronald Joseph Babco Sr. 

passed away on Nov. 1, 2025, 
in Hagerstown. He was born 
on Nov. 28, 1962, in Penn-
sylvania to the late John and 
Donna Lee Babco.

He is survived by his fian-
cee, Patricia “Patty” Wright; 
his brother, John Babco, Jr; 
one son; and one daughter.

Visitation will be held on 
Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, from 
10-11 a.m. in the Catoctin 
Chapel at Resthaven in Fred-
erick. The funeral service 
will begin at 11 a.m., with a 
graveside service to follow 
immediately afterward.

James Hewitt Sr.
On Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2025, 

James Carroll Hewitt Sr. 
passed away at his home 
in Harney, Maryland. He 
was the beloved husband 
of Kathleen Hewitt Tyler for 
60 wonderful years. Born 
on Thursday, Dec. 9, 1946, 
in Thurmont, Maryland, he 
was the son of the late Mel-
vin J. Hewitt and Charlotte 
Hewitt nee Donnelly.

In addition to his beloved 
wife, Kathleen (Patty), James 
is survived by his son, James 
Carroll Hewitt Jr, His daugh-
ter Tina Hewitt ( Ernie Ha-
vens); grandchildren Kay-
tlyn Bowling (Alexander 
Redshaw), Jynapher Bowl-
ing, Brianna Laramy (An-
drew Lyons); Great grandson 
Tanner Havens, sisters, Doris 
Hewitt Knott, Kathy Hewitt 
(Suz) Wolfe; brothers, Jerry D. 
Hewitt (Angie Hewitt), Mon-
roe Hewitt, and sister-in-law 

Ruth Hewitt as well as many 
nieces and nephews.

Jim is predeceased by sis-
ters, Evelyn Hewitt Greene, 
Mary (Peanut) Hewitt Lit-
tle and brothers Lee Hewitt , 
Melvin Hewitt (Buster).

A celebration of life will be 
held on Sun, Nov. 9, at 2 p.m. 
at Harney Volunteer Fire De-
partment Online condolenc-
es may be made to http://
www.myersdurborawfuner-
alhome.com.

Diane Ladd, multifaceted character actress, 89

Reed Saxon/AP, file

Actress Diane Ladd is shown Jan. 8, 1996 in 
Los Angeles.


