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Donald Lee Shivers
Donald Lee Shivers 

passed away on June 18, 
2026. He was 80 years old. 
Don lived in Ijamsville 
MD for about 50 years. He 
died at Frederick Health-
care Hospital in Frederick 
MD after a long battle with 
cancer. He is preceded by 
the love of his life, his wife, 
Faye, by 3 years.They were 
married for almost 54 years. 
They had no children.

Don was born on Oct. 
24, 1945, in Selsia, MD lo-
cated near the Eastern 
shore. After living in mul-
tiple foster homes, he was 
adopted by Calvin and 
Mary Louise Shivers at 
about the age of 10. He 
then grew up in Bethes-
da MD. His father passed 
away in Don’s teen years, 
and his mother passed 
away in 1981. Don gradu-
ated from Walt Whitman 
High School in 1963.

Don worked as an auto 
mechanic for many years 
for local car dealerships. 
He then became a me-
chanic for Montgomery 
County working for the 
Montgomery County Al-
cohol Beverage Services 
Warehouse in Gaithers-
burg MD. He retired there 
about 6 years ago. Don was 

an avid outdoorsman. He 
loved fishing and hunting. 
He loved woodworking and 
he was also a big NASCAR 
auto racing fan.

He is survived by his sis-
ter-in-law, Sherrie Riggs, 
brother-in-law, Thom-
as Riggs, brother-in-law, 
Thomas Kennedy, niec-
es and nephews including; 
Meredith Henning, Ben 
Henning, Amber Kennedy, 
Anthony Elischer, Heather 
Paz, Keith Kennedy, Lind-
sey Kennedy, Taylor Paz, 
Conner and Tanner Hen-
ning and Avery Elischer.

Upon Don’s wishes, 
there will be no memo-
rial service. Online con-
dolences may be shared 
on our website at www.
molesworth

DEATH NOTICES
Ronald William Ahalt 

Sr., of Jefferson, died Sat-
urday, June 27. Arrange-
ments are by Stauffer Fu-
neral Home, Brunswick.

Romualda Biosca 
McRorie, of Frederick, 
died Thursday, June 25. Ar-
rangements are by Stauffer 
Funeral Home, Frederick.

John Edward Stitt-
gen Sr., of Frederick, died 
Thursday, June 25. Ar-
rangements are by Stauffer 
Funeral Home, Frederick.

William “Adrian” 
Wentzel, of Middletown, 
died Friday, June 26. Ar-
rangements are by Stauffer 
Funeral Home, Frederick.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

Romualda Biosca McRorie
Romualda Bios-

ca McRorie, 92, of Fred-
erick, Maryland, passed 
from this life on Thursday, 
June 25, 2026, at Frederick 
Health Hospital in Freder-
ick, MD. She was the be-
loved wife of the late James 
P. McRorie for 51 years.

Born on Feb. 7, 1934, in 
Jersey City, NJ, she was the 
daughter of the late Louis 
Biosca and Celia (Zdano-
wicz) Biosca.

Romualda was a 1951 
graduate of Leonia High 
school in NJ, where she 
played basketball and field 
hockey. She also attend-
ed University of Vermont 
for two years where she 
discovered her love of ski-
ing. Ronnie, as her friends 
called her, was a sales as-
sociate and secretary at 
Hecht’s department store. 
This is where she first met 
James. She later accepted a 
file clerk typist position at 
Vitro Corporation, where 
much to her surprise, 
James was now working 
and the rest is history.

Romualda lived and 
loved her faith. She was 
an active member of St. Ig-
natius of Loyola Catholic 
Church, where she served 
as Eucharist minister, the 
church cleaning crew and 
as one of the funeral lunch 
ladies. Romualda also en-
joyed gardening, cooking, 
bird watching, lunch with 
friends and jig saw puz-
zles.

She is survived by Mon-
ica Lester (Bob) and their 
daughters Christina and 
Alexandra; Philip McRorie 
and his daughter Shelley; 
Theresa McRorie Cullen 
(Larry) and their daugh-
ters Nicole and Veroni-
ca; Juliana Kelley (Paul) 
and their daughter Emily. 

She is also survived by her 
brother Dr. Roderick Bios-
ca (Elizabeth) and sister 
Cecelia Biosca, a special 
cousin Thomas Zdano-
wicz, 12 great-grandchil-
dren, a great great grand-
daughter and several 
nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by 
her brother Louis Biosca, 
her daughter in law Kath-
leen, granddaughter Alle-
na and great granddaugh-
ter Charlotte.

A mass of Christian 
burial will take place at 11 
a.m. Monday, July 6, 2026, 
at St. Ignatius Loyola Cath-
olic Church, 4103 Prices 
Distillery Rd., Ijamsville, 
MD 21754.

Interment will follow at 
St Joseph Carrollton Man-
or.

Flowers are welcome 
or memorial donations 
may be made to St. Joseph 
Nursing Home Inc.,1222 
Tugwell Drive Catonsville, 
MD 21228, stjosephs.net.

Expressions of sympa-
thy may be offered to the 
family at www.staufferfu-
neralhome.com.

By PAUL SCHWARTZMAN
The Washington Post

Across the more than 
half a century he spent as 
a Virginia prosecutor, Paul 
B. Ebert dealt with the full 
panoply of human fail-
ings: drunken driving, pen-
ny-ante burglaries, rob-
beries, rape and horrific 
homicides.

Yet, even after thou-
sands of cases — more than 
a dozen of them involving 
the death penalty — Mr. 
Ebert was aware of the tri-
als he was best known for 
in Prince William Coun-
ty, his home base, and the 
world beyond.

“They call me the ‘snip-
er and the snipper’ prose-
cutor,” Mr. Ebert once told 
a voter while campaign-
ing for reelection, his soft 
drawl as unmistakable as 
the blue Ford pickup he 
drove to work.

The “sniper” was John Al-
len Muhammad, who, along 
with an accomplice, Lee 
Boyd Malvo, terrorized the 
Washington region in 2002, 
killing 10 people over three 
weeks. Mr. Ebert, at the be-
hest of then-Attorney Gen-
eral John Ashcroft, prose-
cuted Muhammad, who was 
convicted and executed.

The “snipper” was Lo-
rena Bobbitt, who drew in-
ternational headlines after 
using a 12-inch knife from 
her kitchen to cut off the 
penis of her husband, John 
Wayne Bobbitt, who she 
said had sexually assault-
ed her. Mr. Ebert prosecut-
ed both husband and wife; 
neither were convicted.

“I’ve worked hard all my 
life only to become known 
as the penis prosecutor,” 
Mr. Ebert once joked, his 
signature brevity convey-
ing the mix of absurdity 
and frustration that some-
times accompanied his 
work.

Of course, there was 
much more to the life and 
career of Mr. Ebert, who 
died June 23 at the age of 
88, after suffering from Par-
kinson’s disease, his son, 
Pete, said.

In 1967, at 30 years 
old, Mr. Ebert became the 
youngest person ever elect-
ed commonwealth’s attor-
ney in Virginia. When he re-
tired 52 years later, after 13 
consecutive terms, he was 
the state’s longest-serving 

chief prosecutor.
In between, Mr. Ebert 

pursued more death-pen-
alty cases than any Virgin-
ia prosecutor — 15, by his 
count — and remained a 
proponent of capital pun-
ishment even as popular 
sentiment turned against it.

Mr. Ebert was con-
vinced that the death pen-
alty, which was abolished 
in Virginia a couple of years 
after his retirement, was a 
way for the justice system 
to help relatives of homi-
cide victims recover from 
their loss. “It gives them 
solace,” Mr. Ebert said in 
2018. “They know the per-
son who took away their 
loved one is getting their 
life taken.”

If his attitude struck 
some as severe, Mr. Ebert’s 
rumpled, unassuming ap-
pearance suggested an un-
pretentious sort. His pick-
up truck, which he was 
known to drive to crime 
scenes, was loaded with 
fishing rods, evidence of 
his passion for a sport he 
pursued on expeditions to 
Alaska, Brazil and Sweden.

His office decor includ-
ed hunting magazines, 
wildlife photos and carved 
duck figurines. At an an-
nual holiday party he host-
ed, Mr. Ebert liked to serve 
helpings of bear and wild 
boar that he had killed. 
“Let’s just say he has re-
mained more country than 
the average resident,” a fel-
low prosecutor, Robert 
Horan Jr., who died sever-
al years ago, once said of 
Mr. Ebert. “He can fool you 
in that sense. He looks and 
acts like an old-time coun-
try lawyer, but his mind is 
working every second.”

Mr. Ebert’s former of-
fice in Prince William, 
now headed by Common-
wealth’s Attorney Amy Ash-
worth, released a statement 
after his death that said he 
“always stressed the im-
portance of fairness, while 
never forgetting the need 
to protect public safety.”

Lorena Bobbitt, who 
now identifies herself by 
her maiden name Gal-
lo, expressed sadness over 
Mr. Ebert’s death, pointing 
out the coincidence that he 
died on “the same day that 
the incident happened 33 
years ago.”

“Mr. Ebert always treat-
ed me fairly, and I always 

had the utmost respect and 
admiration for him and the 
work that he did,” she wrote 
in an email to The Wash-
ington Post.

Her former husband 
said Mr. Ebert “failed to 
prosecute my wife Lore-
na. He had evidence in my 
case that could have con-
victed her.”

“He failed me,” said 
John Wayne Bobbitt, 
when reached by phone. 
“He never got my side of 
the story. He never un-
derstood what really hap-
pened.”

“I always said they kind 
of deserved one another,” 
Mr. Ebert once said of the 
Bobbitts.

Peter Ebert said his fa-
ther’s career “was a lot 
more than an act between 
two crazy people. He had 
a million crazy cases. He 
was much more than that 
incident.”

Mr. Ebert returned to 
the spotlight during the 
sniper trial in 2003. He at-
tended Muhammad’s exe-
cution by injection in 2009, 
telling a reporter afterward 
that the sniper “died very 
peacefully, much more 
than most of his victims.”

He worked well past 
retirement age, deciding 
in 2019 not to seek a 14th 
term only because of fail-
ing health. By then, he 
knew as only a prosecu-
tor could that his home 
county was not the back-
water he had embraced a 
half-century before.

“I always knew some-
one on the jury,” Mr. Ebert 
said. “Now, I seldom know 
someone on the jury.”

Mr. Ebert returned to 
the spotlight during the 
sniper trial in 2003. He at-
tended Muhammad’s exe-
cution by injection in 2009, 
telling a reporter afterward 
that the sniper “died very 
peacefully, much more 
than most of his victims.”

He worked well past 
retirement age, deciding 
in 2019 not to seek a 14th 
term only because of fail-
ing health. By then, he 
knew as only a prosecu-
tor could that his home 
county was not the back-
water he had embraced a 
half-century before.

“I always knew some-
one on the jury,” Mr. Ebert 
said. “Now, I seldom know 
someone on the jury.”

Ronald William Ahalt Sr.
Ronald “Ronnie” William 

Ahalt, Sr., 79, of Jefferson, Mary-
land, passed from this life on Sat-
urday, June 27, 2026 at Freder-
ick Health Hospital in Frederick, 
MD. He was the loving husband 
of Evelyn Ahalt for 22 years.

Born on September 18, 1946, 
in Frederick, MD he was the son 
of the late Amos Atlee and Helen 
Margaret (Morrison) Ahalt.

Ronnie was a contractor for 
Frederick County Public Schools 
for 30 years before working in 
the Transportation Depart-
ment of Frederick County Pub-
lic Schools for an additional 25 
years. During his time as a con-
tractor, he was also a member of 
the Frederick County Contrac-
tors Bus Association.

Ronnie was a life mem-
ber of the Jefferson Volunteer 
Fire Company for over 50 years. 
During his time with the fire 
company, he held numerous 
positions including Lieutenant, 
Vice President, Board of Direc-
tor, and was most recently made 
an honorary Board of Director.

He was a founding and char-
ter member of the Central Mary-
land Antique Tractor Club and 
also a member of the Interna-
tional Harvesters Collectors 
Club Chapter 39. He was also a 
former member of the Heart of 
Maryland Tractor Pullers Club.

Ronnie was also a member of 
the Brunswick Eagles Aerie 1136 
and a former member of the Jef-
ferson Ruritan Club.

Ronnie had a love for farming 
and collecting/restoring antique 
tractors.

In addition to his wife, he 
is survived by son Ronald “Bil-
ly” William Ahalt Jr (Jennifer), 
son R. Mark Ahalt (Ashley), 
step-daughter Sarah Thack-
er (Paul), step-daughter Rob-
in Harding (Ashton), and step-
son Junior Schrodel (Shelby). 
He was the proud grandfather to 
Willie, Leann, Luke, Adrian, Lo-
retta, Kinslee, and Ethan. Ron-

nie is also survived by numer-
ous cousins and friends. He 
will also be missed by his cats 
and loyal companions Chuck 
and Two-Face.

He was predeceased by his 
brother Amos “Ben” Ahalt and 
previous wife Glenda “Pixie” 
Ahalt.

The family will receive 
friends from 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 
p.m. on Thursday, July 2, 2026 
at Stauffer Funeral Homes, P.A. 
(Brunswick), 1100 North Maple 
Avenue in Brunswick, MD.

A celebration of Ronald’s 
life journey will take place at 11 
a.m. on Friday, July 3, 2026, at 
Stauffer Funeral Homes, P.A. 
(Brunswick). Rev. Tim May will 
officiate. Interment will be at Jef-
ferson United Church of Christ 
Cemetery in Jefferson, MD.

Ronnie was not a fan of 
dressing up, therefore, suits 
and ties are not necessary.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Jefferson Volunteer Fire Com-
pany P.O. Box 578, Jefferson, 
MD 21755.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the family 
at StaufferFuneralHome.com.

By JULIE CARR SMYTH 
Associated Press

Khadijah Farrakhan, 
longtime wife of Nation of Is-
lam leader Louis Farrakhan, 
died on Saturday, the Nation 
of Islam has announced. She 
was 90.

“Mother Khadijah” 
worked alongside her 
provocative and charismat-
ic husband for decades, 
helping lead their religious 
and sociopolitical move-
ment, which espouses Black 
self-reliance. Its home base 
was Mosque Maryam on the 
south side of Chicago, where 
the pair lived.

“The Honorable Minis-
ter @LouisFarrakhan with 
deep sadness yet with pro-
found gratitude to Allah in-
forms you that his beloved 
wife of 72 years, the first 
lady of the Nation of Islam, 
Mother Khadijah has re-
turned to Allah (may Allah 
be pleased),” a statement by 

the Shura Executive Coun-
cil said.

Her death came only sev-
en months after devotees 
had marked Khadijah’s 90th 
birthday. The statement said 
funeral services are to be an-
nounced.

Mosque Maryam remem-
bered Farrakhan as “a devot-
ed follower” with “a precious 
soul, a sweet heart.”

In a post on Facebook, 
R&B artist ZaRio Son Rise re-
called her as “a true queen, a 
righteous woman, and one 
of the greatest examples of 
dignity, faith, loyalty, and 
grace our generation has 
ever witnessed.”

Born Betsy Ross, Khadi-
jah Farrakhan married her 
husband, then named Lou-
is Walcott, in Boston on Sept. 
12, 1953. The two had nine 
children. Their eldest son, 
Louis Farrakhan Jr., died in 
2018, and son Joshua Farra-
khan died in 2023.

Khadijah Farrakhan con-
verted to Islam in 1955, the 
same year that her husband 
joined the Chicago-based 
movement after being heav-
ily influenced by Malcolm X, 
his friend from Boston. The 
pair changed their names 
around that time.

Louis Farrakhan stepped 
into the organization’s lead-
ership vacuum shortly after 
Malcolm X was assassinated 
in 1965. Among his most sig-
nificant accomplishments 
was the Million Man March 
on Washington in 1995.

Two years later, Khadijah 
Farrakhan spoke before a gath-
ering of America’s Black wom-
en in Philadelphia dubbed the 
Million Woman March.

“A nation can rise no 
higher than its women,” she 
told the crowd. “We focus on 
women but cannot lose sight 
that we must rise as a fami-
ly — men, women and chil-
dren.”

Khadijah Farrakhan, ‘first lady 
of Nation of Islam’ as wife of 
famous pastor, dies at 90

Associated Press file photo

Khadijah Farrakhan, wife of Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan, stands before members 
of the 20th Navajo Nation Council on July 19, 2006 in Window Rock, Ariz.

Paul Ebert prosecuted thousands 
of cases. He was best known for 2.


