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CARPEL VIDEO

429 E. Patrick
301-694-3500

CATOCTIN
MOUNTAIN ORCHARD

Apples: Pink lady,
Golden Delicious, Fuji,

Crimson Crisp, Granny Smith
Stayman, Evercrisp &

Gold Rush.
Potatoes & Sweet Potatoes,

Cabbage, Kale,
Cauliflower & Broccoli.
Fresh Baked Fruit Pies,

Apple Cider Donuts,
Apple Dumplings.

Specialty CMO Ice Cream,
Hot Spiced Cider & Hot

Chocolate
Jams & Jellies.

301-271-2737
January Open Fri.,

Sat. & Sun.
Closed February & March

15036 North Franklinville Rd.
Thurmont MD www.catoctin

Orchard.com

BINGO - TUESDAY
AFTERNOONS -

FREDERICK ELKS
Every Tuesday - 289

Willowdale Dr.
Doors open 11:00 - Bingo

begins at 12:30
Also pull tabs and tip jars

Food available for purchase
Cash only - ATM available on

site
Payouts increase with

attendance - so invite a friend!
301-371-9130

KMcNitt53@aol.com

SOUP & SUB SALE
Middletown Volunteer

Fire Company Auxiliary
Carry-Out Only

Chicken Corn Soup - $9/qrt
8" Subs-ham, turkey & cold cut

w/cheese, lettuce, tomato,
onion & pickle: $8/ea.

Country ham sand.: $5/ea.
Cut-off date: 02/03
Pick up date: 02/11

10AM-6PM at
MVFC Activities Building

1 Fireman's Lane
Lisa 301-639-1416

Karen 443-871-9075
Janie 301-471-9604

lv messages
Thank you for your support!

END ROLLS OF
NEWSPRINT FOR SALE!

Small $1, Medium $2,
Large $4 (plus tax).

Perfect for packing/moving,
crab feasts, crafts,
bird cages & more!

Available at
The Frederick News-Post.

Call 301-662-1177 option 5.

JEFFERSON RURITAN
CLUB COUNTRY
BUTCHERING &

BREAKFAST
Sat. Feb. 7, 2026

call (301) 473-7986
or (301) 834-6165.

COUNTRY
BREAKFAST
Sat. Feb 7th;
7 am to 10:30 am

JEFFERSON
RURITAN SUB SALE

Pre-order is required
by Feb. 15, 2026

Pick-up orders Wed.,
February 25, 2026, 3 to 6 pm

Bonanno wins seat on 
Brunswick’s City Council
By ESTHER FRANCES
efrances@newspost.com

Jerry Bonanno won the 
city of Brunswick’s special 
election on Tuesday for a 
seat on the City Council.

Bonanno received 261 
votes compared to Carleah 
Summers’ 205, according to 
certified election results re-
leased by the city of Bruns-
wick.

Preliminary results re-
leased on Tuesday eve-
ning after the polls closed 
showed that Bonanno re-
ceived 260 and Summers re-
ceived 204.

Bonanno is succeeding 
former Council Member 
Angel White, who stepped 
down from her post in the 
summer of 2025 and moved 
to Florida. Her term runs 
through August 2028.

Bonanno ran unsuccess-
fully for a seat on Bruns-
wick’s City Council in 2022. 
Summers ran unsuccessful-
ly for a seat in 2024.

The City Council was 
scheduled to appoint a new 
member, but did not make 
a unanimous decision be-
tween Bonanno and Sum-
mers at a Nov. 4, 2025, meet-
ing.

On Tuesday, Bonanno 
told The Frederick News-
Post that he was happy with 
the total turnout, particular-
ly for a special election.

He said he was grate-
ful for all of the voters who 
came out, as well as Sum-
mers, who he said “ran a 
good campaign.”

“I’m just happy to have 
the opportunity to serve,” he 
said. “I’m ready to get start-
ed.”

Bonanno practices nu-
clear energy law and has a 
background in public health 
and biomedical safety.

He has served on Bruns-
wick’s Planning Commis-
sion, the Finance and Util-
ities Commission, the 
zoning Board of Appeals 
and a commission to build 
a replacement Brunswick 
High School.

Summers is the found-
er and executive director of 
Andrea’s House, a nonprof-
it organization working to 
provide transitional living 
for women across the state 
recovering from substance 
use disorders. She has 
worked in substance abuse 
counseling for 15 years.

She told The Frederick 
News-Post that the organi-
zation is named after her 
aunt who died of breast can-
cer in 2019.

In a Facebook post 
on Wednesday, Bruns-
wick Mayor Nathan Brown 
thanked “everyone who 
helped make our city special 
election possible,” including 
Carrie Myers, the director of 
administration for the city, 
the election judges, the Eth-
ics Committee and Board of 
Election supervisors.

“Local elections are in-
credibly important, and 
they only work because of 
dedicated volunteers who 
carry out this responsibili-
ty in a serious, fair, and re-
sponsible way,” he wrote. 
“Our city is grateful for each 
of you.”

According to the city of 
Brunswick, 467 ballots were 
cast in the election, includ-
ing 33 absentee ballots and 
three provisional ballots.

Out of the three provi-
sional ballots, one was dis-
allowed.

By JULIE E. GREENE
The Herald-Mail

U.S. Rep. April McClain 
Delaney and Sen. Chris Van 
Hollen joined a large rally at 
Hagerstown’s Public Square 
on Tuesday to protest a pro-
posed U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement de-
tention facility in Washington 
County.

The Washington Post re-
ported on Dec. 24 that the 
Trump administration is 
seeking contractors for a plan 
that includes renovating in-
dustrial warehouses to hold 
more than 80,000 immigrant 
detainees at a time, according 
to a draft solicitation The Post 
reviewed.

Among the sites The Post 
listed where the federal gov-
ernment is looking to estab-
lish a processing site, with 500 
to 1,500 beds, is Hagerstown, 
Maryland, though it wasn’t 
clear if the proposed facility 
was within city limits.

“We are here to say no to 
ICE in Minneapolis and no to 
ICE right here in Hagerstown. 
We do not want an ICE facility 
here in the state of Maryland, 
here in Washington County 
and Hagerstown. Are we go-
ing to make sure we send that 
message very loud and very 
clear?,” Van Hollen, D-Md., 
asked the crowd at Public 
Square.

The crowd responded in 
the affirmative.

Asked to clarify where she 
was hearing such a facility 
could be, whether it is actually 
in Hagerstown, U.S. Rep. April 
McClain Delaney, D-6th, said 
after the rally that it’s in the 
county and that a location 
has been mentioned on Face-
book.

McClain Delaney said 
her office had reached out to 
Washington County govern-
ment and was awaiting a re-
sponse.

“Washington County does 
not comment on actions be-
ing taken by the U.S. Govern-
ment, Department of Home-
land Security and is aware of 
the Federal Government’s po-
tential interest in a warehouse 
in Washington County,” coun-
ty spokesperson Danielle 
Weaver said Tuesday in an 
email in response to a Her-
ald-Mail inquiry.

“Washington County does 
not comment on actions be-
ing taken by the U.S. Govern-
ment, Department of Home-
land Security and is aware of 
the Federal Government’s po-
tential interest in a warehouse 
in Washington County,” coun-
ty spokesperson Danielle 
Weaver said Tuesday in an 
email in response to a Her-
ald-Mail inquiry.

“It is our understanding 
that such a facility would be 
used to house noncitizens for 
as long as ‘a few weeks’ prior 
to their transfer to large-scale 
warehouses to facilitate de-
portations,” the letter says, re-
ferring to Post reporting. “Re-
cently, we learned that last 
week a DHS official visited 
a potential processing facili-
ty site which is not designed 
or outfitted to house, feed or 
provide adequate care for de-
tainees. It is deeply concern-
ing that the proposed loca-
tion is situated in an area of 
Washington County that is 
not zoned for overnight hab-
itation, creating a direct con-
flict between DHS and local 
laws. Our congressional dele-
gation demands more details 
on these proposed plans and 

the impact they would have 
on the local community.

“As DHS is aware, the 
Maryland Dignity Not Deten-
tion Act prohibits state and 
local law enforcement from 
entering into agreements to 
detain individuals for civil im-
migration matters. In enact-
ing this law, the state of Mary-
land definitively rejected any 
involvement in civil immi-
gration detention,” the letter 
reads.

The U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security and 
ICE did not respond to an 
email Tuesday from The Her-
ald-Mail about the possibility 
of an ICE detention facility in 
Washington County. Nor did 
they respond to inquiries sent 
Dec. 30 and 31.

The City of Hagerstown, 
on Dec. 30, issued a statement 
about The Post report, that 
also was posted on the city’s 

Facebook page.
City of Hagerstown 

spokesperson Wes Decker, in 
an email Tuesday to The Her-
ald-Mail, said the city staff 
hadn’t been contacted or re-
ceived information from the 
federal government regard-
ing a plan for an ICE facility 
in the city. Decker said that is 
likely because a proposed site 
is outside the city limits and 
referred The Herald-Mail to 
county government.

During a Jan. 13 work ses-
sion, City Administrator Scott 
Nicewarner said city officials 
had had no contact or discus-
sions from the federal gov-
ernment about using a ware-
house in Hagerstown for an 
ICE facility.

According to a YouTube 
video of the meeting, Nice-
warner said “not that it would 
matter to the federal govern-
ment, but zoning would be 

an issue, utilities would be 
an issue. These warehouses 
are built to store product, not 
people.”

He also said “we just don’t 
have space” because ware-
houses in the city “are pretty 
full.”

Councilwoman Caroline 
Anderson asked if the city 
has any jurisdiction or say as 
to whether ICE officers can 
make arrests in the city.

“We don’t. ... No pun in-
tended, federal trumps local,” 
Nicewarner said.

During Tuesday’s coun-
cil meeting, Anderson men-
tioned the rally and read a 
statement. Anderson and 
Councilwoman Erika Bell 
were at the rally.

“As a city resident and a 
public servant, I want to be 
clear: the proposed ICE de-
tention center may sit outside 
of city limits, but it’s an impact 

that will be felt by all of our 
families, our economy, our 
public safety and our values,” 
Anderson said. “The reality is 
there has been no meaningful 
communication amongst the 
city. There has been no trans-
parency. There’s been no en-
gagement.”

Washington County Indi-
visible, a nonpartisan grass-
roots movement, organized 
Tuesday’s rally at Public 
Square that started around 
4 p.m. Dave Williams, one of 
the group’s core committee 
members, said the crowd was 
estimated to be at least 250 
people.

At times, protestors stood 
on all four corners of Public 
Square, with many holding 
signs. Sometimes motorists 
honked at the crowd. Toward 
the end of the rally, there were 
chants of “ICE out now.”

Meredith Stafford, 40, of 
Frederick, held a sign she 
made with deer fencing, PVC 
pipe and a paint roller exten-
sion pole. The message “ICE 
out now” was spelled out with 
letters she cut from an orange 
tarp and put on the deer fenc-
ing attached to the pole and 
pipe.

Stafford said she was upset 
about plans to put an ICE fa-
cility in Hagerstown. A mem-
ber of the Democratic So-
cialists of America chapter in 
Frederick, Stafford said she 
showed up in solidarity for 
members of the Hagerstown 
chapter.

McClain Delaney told the 
crowd she’s called for arti-
cles of impeachment against 
Noem.

She said an appropriations 
bill is headed to the House of 
Representatives this week and 
she won’t vote for it if “there’s 
not a stopping of ICE actions.”

Van Hollen said he “will 
not vote for one more dime 
for this lawless Trump ICE op-
eration.”

Rally held against proposed ICE facility in local area
HAGERSTOWN

By WILLIAM J. FORD
Maryland Matters

A federal appeals court Tues-
day upheld Maryland’s law banning 
guns in a wide range of public set-
tings, from school grounds and gov-
ernment buildings to parks, sports 
venues and areas within 1,000 feet of 
a public demonstration.

A three-judge panel of the 4th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that 
most of the dozen places identified 
in Maryland law fall under the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s definition of “sen-
sitive places,” where government has 
the authority to restrict the Second 
Amendment right to bear arms.

The only area where the appeals 
court said the sensitive places ex-

ception did not apply was in “pri-
vate property held open to the pub-
lic,” where the law prohibits guns 
without specific permission from 
the property owner. That restriction 
is unconstitutionally broad, Circuit 
Judge Robert L. Gregory wrote for 
the court.

“Maryland’s rule would effective-
ly declare most public places ‘gun-
free zones,” Gregory wrote. “But that 
likely stretches the sensitive places 
doctrine too far.”

In a partial dissent, Circuit Judge 
Steven Agee agreed with the major-
ity that school grounds, government 
buildings and health care facilities 
are sensitive places where guns can 
be banned.

But approving the state’s laundry 

list of other places where guns can 
be prohibited would stretch the sen-
sitive places exception “into a broad 
license to prohibit firearms in loca-
tions where people gather for almost 
any purpose, so long as those pur-
poses are separately listed to give the 
appearance of limited scope.”

Mark Pennak is president of the 
gun rights group Maryland Shall Is-
sue, which was a party to one of the 
two challenges to Maryland’s law 
that were combined into the case 
ruled on Tuesday.

He said that while he was pleased 
the court rejected the law banning 
firearms on private property open to 
the public, gun advocates were “con-
sidering our options” on how to pro-
ceed. The plaintiffs could ask for the 

case to be reheard in front of the full 
4th Circuit, or they could appeal to 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

Maryland Attorney General An-
thony Brown’s (D) office declined to 
comment on the ruling Tuesday eve-
ning. But in a statement later Tues-
day night, Gov. Wes Moore (D) called 
the court’s ruling “a major win for 
public safety in Maryland.”

“We will continue working with 
law enforcement, community lead-
ers, and partners across the state to 
keep illegal guns off our streets and 
prevent tragedy before it happens — 
while respecting the rights of respon-
sible gun owners,” the governor’s 
statement said.

Everytown Law, the litigation arm 
of Everytown for Gun Safety Support 

Fund, also welcomed the court’s 
decision. Everytown for Gun Safe-
ty joined a handful of gun-control 
groups and 18 other states that sided 
with Maryland in the case.

“By upholding Maryland’s sensi-
tive places law, the Fourth Circuit has 
joined a growing judicial consen-
sus that it’s constitutional to protect 
our communities from the particu-
lar dangers guns present in locations 
like parks, school grounds, pub-
lic transit systems, and bars,” said a 
statement from Janet Carter, manag-
ing director of Second Amendment 
litigation at Everytown Law. “It’s 
time for gun extremists to recognize 
that their efforts to undermine these 
life-saving protections are as futile as 
they are reckless.”

Court upholds most of Maryland public weapons ban

Photo by Julie E. Greene / The Herald-Mail

Part of the group of protestors who gathered for a group photo on Tuesday near the end of a rally in 
downtown Hagerstown against a proposed immigrant detention facility in Washington County.

Washington County reportedly considered 
for possible  detention, processing site 
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Jerry Bonanno


