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Ruth Spring
Ruth Leevon Ramsburg 

Spring, 69 of Brunswick 
passed away peacefully June 
20, 2025 at home surround-
ed by her loving family. She 
was born Jan. 27, 1956, in 
Olney Maryland. She was 
the wife of the late Robert 
L. Spring, the love of her life 
for 50+ years. She is reunit-
ed with him and they are re-
joicing in the Lord’s pres-
ence together. She was the 
daughter of the late Charles 
K. Ramsburg, Sr. and Mary 
Virginia Shaw Ramsburg. 
Ruth attended Damascus 
High School and worked 
many years as a Geriatric 
Nursing Assistant at Vin-
dobona Nursing Home and 
Buckingham’s Choice un-
til her retirement in March 
2025. She was a faithful ser-
vant of God and a member 
of Faith Assembly of God. 

Ruth was the definition 
of love as she was patient 
and always kind. Regard-
less of how tough things 
were for her she always 
made a point to say “I am 
so blessed”. She loved her 
family fiercely and instilled 
those same values into her 
daughters. Ruth enjoyed 
watching the Washington 
Nationals, playing bingo 
with her friends and fami-
ly at the Brunswick Eagles 
and duckpin bowling at 
Walkersville Bowling Alley.

Ruth is survived by her 
children, Tina Lerch (Kevin) 
of Boonsboro, Robin Man-
ning (Tim) of Frederick and 
Tammy Goddard (Rob) of 
Keedysville. Grandchildren, 

Jessica Frisbie (Matt), Justin 
Lerch (Emmaleigh), Katie 
and Sophia Goddard. Great 
-grandchildren, Madison 
Ridenour and Colton Fris-
bie. Sisters Ann Edwards 
(John) of Hagerstown and 
Mary Schwartzbeck of Mt 
Airy and sister-in-law Dea-
na Ramsburg. She is also 
survived my many loving 
nieces and nephews.

Besides her parents and 
husband, Ruth was pre-
ceded in death by her sis-
ters Charlotte Mayne and 
Wanda Ramsburg, broth-
er, Charles Ramsburg, 
Jr., brother in law Ronnie 
Schwartzbeck and parents 
in law William and Hazel 
Spring.

Memorial services will 
be held on July 8, 2025 at 
11 a.m. at Faith Assem-
bly of God located on 3700 
Burkittsville Road Bruns-
wick, MD 21716.

In lieu of flowers memo-
rial contributions can be 
made to Frederick Health 
Hospice, 1 Frederick Health 
Way, Frederick, MD 21701.

Mona Strine
Mona Lisa Strine, 74, of 

Inwood, WV, passed away 
unexpectedly on May 12. She 
was born on December 3, 
1950, in Lovettsville, VA, but 
spent much of her early adult 
life in Brunswick MD.

Known for her kindness 
and generosity, Mona had a 
heart for helping others. She 
was a devoted mother to Lisa 
Klingensmith of Mount Airy, 
MD, and Carlis Conner of 
New York City. She shared 
special bonds with her son-
in-law Jim Klingensmith and 
her grandsons, Conner and 
Kyle Klingensmith.

Mona was preceded in 
death by her husband, Ed-
ward “Bunky” Strine, her 
mother Patsy Starr and her 
brother Michael Starr. She is 
survived by her four brothers 
— Richard, Jess, Frank, and 
Brian Starr — and sister Bar-
bara Reed, with whom she 
shared a close, loving rela-
tionship.

Born into a musical fam-
ily, Mona developed a pas-

sion for music and dance at 
an early age. She was named 
by her grandfather, Woodrow 
“Woody” Free, a local Bruns-
wick musician, after the Nat 
King Cole song “Mona Lisa.” 
This passion stayed with her 
throughout life.

Her joyful spirit will be 
deeply missed by all who 
knew her. Friends are invited 
to join us for A Celebration of 
Life on Sunday, July 13 from 
2 — 5 p.m. at Pendleton Hall, 
108 S. Samuel Street, Charles 
Town, WV.

DEATH NOTICES
Joe King, of Frederick, 

died Wednesday, June 25. 
Arrangements are by Roll-
ins Life Celebration Center, 
Frederick.

Mary Elizabeth Tuggle 
Olinger, of Mount Airy, 
died Sunday, June 29. Ar-

rangements are by Stauffer 
Funeral Home, Mount 
Airy.

Charles B. Raybuck Jr., 
of Jefferson, died Monday, 
June 23. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Brunswick.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By THE ASSOCIATED POST
BATON ROUGE, La. — 

Televangelist Jimmy Swag-
gart, who became a house-
hold name amassing an 
enormous following and 
multimillion-dollar minis-
try only to be undone by his 
penchant for prostitutes, has 
died.

Swaggart died decades 
after his once vast audience 
dwindled and his name be-
came a punchline on late 
night television. His death 
was announced Tuesday on 
his public Facebook page. 
A cause wasn’t immediate-
ly given, though at 90 he had 
been in poor health.

The Louisiana native was 
best known for being a capti-
vating Pentecostal preacher 
with a massive following be-
fore being caught on camera 
with a prostitute in New Or-
leans in 1988, one of a string 
of successful TV preachers 
brought down in the 1980s 
and ’90s by sex scandals. He 
continued preaching for de-
cades, but with a reduced au-
dience.

Swaggart encapsulated 
his downfall in a tearful 1988 
sermon, in which he wept 
and apologized but made no 
reference to his connection 
to a prostitute.

“I have sinned against 
you,” Swaggart told parishio-
ners nationwide. “I beg you 
to forgive me.”

He announced his res-
ignation from the Assem-
blies of God later that year, 
shortly after the church said 
it was defrocking him for re-
jecting punishment it had 
ordered for “moral failure.” 
The church had wanted him 
to undergo a two-year reha-
bilitation program, includ-
ing not preaching for a full 
year.

Swaggart said at the time 
that he knew dismissal was 
inevitable but insisted he 
had no choice but to sepa-
rate from the church to save 
his ministry and Bible col-
lege.

From poverty and oil fields 
to a household name

Swaggart grew up poor, 
the son of a preacher, in a 
music-rich family. He ex-
celled at piano and gospel 
music, playing and singing 
with talented cousins who 
took different paths: rock-
’n’-roller Jerry Lee Lewis and 
country singer Mickey Gilley.

In his hometown of Ferri-
day, Louisiana, Swaggart said 
he first heard the call of God 

at age 8. The voice gave him 
goose bumps and made his 
hair tingle, he said.

“Everything seemed dif-
ferent after that day in front of 
the Arcade Theater,” he said 
in a 1985 interview with the 
Jacksonville Journal-Courier 
in Illinois. “I felt better inside. 
Almost like taking a bath.”

He preached and worked 
part time in oil fields until 
he was 23. He then moved 
entirely into his ministry: 
preaching, playing piano and 
singing gospel songs with the 
barrelhouse fervor of cousin 
Lewis at Assemblies of God 
revivals and camp meetings.

Swaggart started a radio 
show, a magazine, and then 
moved into television, with 
outspoken views.

He called Roman Cathol-
icism “a false religion. It is 
not the Christian way,” and 
claimed that Jews suffered for 
thousands of years “because 
of their rejection of Christ.”

“If you don’t like what 
I say, talk to my boss,” he 
once shouted as he strode 
in front of his congregation 
at his Family Worship Cen-
ter in Baton Rouge, where his 
sermons moved listeners to 
speak in tongues and stand 
up as if possessed by the Holy 
Spirit.

Swaggart’s messages 
stirred thousands of con-
gregants and millions of 
TV viewers, making him a 
household name by the late 
1980s. Contributors built Jim-
my Swaggart Ministries into a 
business that made an esti-
mated $142 million in 1986.

His Baton Rouge complex 
still includes a worship cen-
ter and broadcasting and re-
cording facilities.

The scandals that led  
to Swaggart’s ruin

Swaggart’s downfall 
came in the late 1980s as 
other prominent preach-
ers faced similar scandals. 
Swaggart said publicly that 
his earnings were hurt in 
1987 by the sex scandal 
surrounding rival televan-
gelist Jim Bakker and a for-
mer church secretary at 
Bakker’s PTL ministry or-
ganization.

The following year, Swag-
gart was photographed at a 
hotel with Debra Murphree, 
an admitted prostitute who 
told reporters that the two 
did not have sex but that the 
preacher had paid her to 
pose nude.

She later repeated the 
claim — and posed nude — 
for Penthouse magazine.

Edith Marie Hillard
Edith Marie Hillard, 60, 

of Frederick, Maryland, 
passed away on June 24, 
2025, at Frederick Health 
Hospital. Though her final 
days held challenges, her 
strength and spirit endured 
to the very end.

Born in Encino, Cali-
fornia, Edith lived a life 
marked by quiet strength, 
enduring faith, and unwav-
ering love for her family, 
her work, and her commu-
nity. More than anything, 
however, Edith’s most im-
portant role was the love 
and support she gave as a 
wife and mother—it was at 
the heart of who she was.

She is survived by her 
devoted husband of 36 
years, Matthew T. Hillard; 
her beloved daughter, Jade 
S. Hillard; and her cher-
ished dog, Brewster (even if 
she was “the spare”). She is 
also survived by her broth-
ers, Wayne A. Stark (and 
wife Dawn) and Craig M. 
Stark (and wife Linda), and 
sister-in-law, Anne Stark. 
She was predeceased by 
her parents, Dean G. and 
Ruth A. Stark, and her 
brother, Brian D. Stark.

Edith graduated from 
Seneca Valley High School 
in 1982, and went on to 
earn a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Medical Technol-
ogy from the University of 
Maryland School of Med-
icine in 1988. In 2013, she 
furthered her education by 
earning a Master of Science 
in Environmental Science 
from Hood College.

Her professional jour-
ney began in hospital lab-
oratories, including roles 
as a lab technician at Shady 
Grove Adventist and Sub-
urban Hospitals, before she 
became the Microbiology 
Lab Manager at Holy Cross 
Hospital.

Later, she transitioned 
into a quieter role as front 
desk manager at a local vet-
erinary hospital, where her 
compassion and love for 
animals flourished.

In a twist of fate, it was 
her husband who discov-
ered a job listing in the 
newspaper classifieds for 
a lab technician position 
at Frederick Community 
College (FCC), supporting 
the microbiology program. 
Edith applied—and soon 
found her true profession-
al home. Over more than 
20 years at FCC, she rose 
from a part-time techni-
cian to become the Science 
Lab Manager, overseeing 
lab staff and supporting the 
entire Science Department. 
With her M.S. degree, she 
also served as an adjunct 
faculty member for sever-
al semesters, teaching mi-
crobiology-focused lec-
ture and lab courses—often 
to nursing students. A few 
years later, she would cross 
paths with some of those 
same students, now gradu-
ates, during her own medi-
cal journey.

Edith medically retired 
in 2021. Through it all, 
Edith was known not only 
for her skill and leadership, 
but also for the excellence, 
devotion, and warmth she 
brought to her work. Her 
love of science not only 
shaped her own career, but 
also inspired her daughter, 
Jade, to discover her own 
path.

In 2014, Edith was diag-
nosed with advanced can-
cer. The surgeries and treat-
ments were grueling and 
life-altering, but she never 
allowed illness to define her. 
She fought bravely and beat 
the disease once—and then, 
in 2021, faced its return with 
equal resolve. While there 
was hope that she had once 
again overcome the cancer, 
the toll of years of treatment 
and recovery proved too 
great. In the end, it was not 
the disease, but more like-
ly the long and difficult bat-
tle itself, that claimed her 
life. Through it all, Edith’s 
spirit remained unbroken. 
She was a warrior — stead-
fast, loving, and full of grace. 
Even in the face of adversi-
ty, she offered strength and 
guidance to others, be-
coming a source of support 
during their own challeng-
ing journeys.

A lifelong Christian 
and member of the United 
Methodist Church, Edith 
found strength in her faith. 
She had been a dedicated 
member of Brook Hill Unit-
ed Methodist Church in 
Yellow Springs, Maryland, 
since 1991, where her pres-
ence will be deeply missed.

At Edith’s request, there 
will be no formal funeral 
service. Instead, a Celebra-
tion of Life will be held at 
Brook Hill United Method-
ist Church at 11 a.m. on Fri-
day, Aug. 15. All who knew 
her are welcome to attend 
and share memories of a 
truly remarkable woman.

Flowers are welcome, 
but in lieu of flowers do-
nations in Edith’s name are 
preferred—to Brook Hill 
United Methodist Church 
(https://www.bhumc.org), 
The Wild Animal Sanctuary 
(https://www.wildanimal-
sanctuary.org), or the char-
ity of your choice.

Her memory will forev-
er live on in the hearts of 
those who were blessed to 
know her. Edith was deeply 
loved and will be missed by 
many—but by none more 
than Matt and Jade.

Carroll R. Haugh Jr.
Carroll R. Haugh Jr., 

age 81, of Brunswick, MD 
passed away on Monday, 
June 30, 2025, from com-
plications of cancer. He 
was born on May 18,1944 in 
Harrisonburg, Va.

He is predeceased by his 
parents Carroll R. Haugh Sr., 
Helen Campbell Haugh and 
a brother William J. Haugh.

Carroll is survived by his 
wife, Karen, his soul mate 
of 30 years and often ex-
pressed, “The best day of 
my life was when you said 
you would be mine.” In ad-
dition he is survived by his 
children Cary Haugh; Re-
becca Whitmore (Jerry); 
Jessi Webb (Jimmy); bo-
nus children Jessica Hig-
gins (Chuck); Ashley Shriver 
(Ricky); eleven grandchil-
dren; Jordan, Jacob, Skyler, 
Hannah, Cody, Jeorjia, Ava, 
Emma, Will, Kayden and 
Dallas; seven great-grand-
children; Lily, Miles, Kyn-
lee, Laina, Abby, Callie and 
Jayce; Sister Patricia Haugh 
Shifflett (Larry) of Harrison-
burg, VA. He is also survived 
by his aunts, Mary Comer 
(Leray) of Shenandoah, VA, 
and Brenda Hilliard (JC) of 
Stanley, VA, and his uncle, 
Frankie Campbell (Shirley) 
of Elkton, VA and nephews, 
nieces, and cousins.

Carroll (Junior) grew 
up in Shenandoah, VA and 
graduated from Page Coun-
ty High School in 1962. Fol-
lowing his graduation, he 
relocated to Danville, VA 
and graduated from Dan-
ville Technical Institute. 
He enlisted in the Army on 
June 7, 1967, and was hon-
orably discharged in April of 
1973. Following his service, 
he worked at Control Data 
located in Rockville, MD, 
Value Engineering in Al-
exandria, VA and Comsat/
Lockheed Martin in Clarks-
burg, MD where he felt like 
he never worked a day in 
his life. Carroll loved the job 
and all the friends he made 
during his career. After his 
retirement he worked part-
time at Med One Pharmacy 
where he made many close 
friends.

He was a life-time mem-
ber of the Brunswick Volun-
teer Ambulance, a member 
of Brunswick Eagles Aerie 
1136; and served on the Eth-
ics Committee for the Town 

of Brunswick. He played 
softball for the Brunswick 
Ambulance and the Freder-
ick County Fire & Rescue. He 
loved his family. His grand-
children and great-grand-
children always put a smile 
on his face. Many unforget-
table vacations were spent 
with Karen at Carroll’s fa-
vorite places especial-
ly Deep Creek Lake, Smith 
Mountain Lake and Ohio 
Pyles, PA. Carroll, or Coach 
Carroll as many people ad-
dressed him spent 47 years 
coaching Little League soft-
ball, Brunswick High soft-
ball and BJR football. If he 
wasn’t coaching, he was be-
hind the camera taking pic-
tures. Eleven years ago, Car-
roll, along with his friend 
Lonnie, reunited with the 
Danville Drafting and De-
sign Group and bonded like 
the brothers they were — 
reliving memories over and 
over each time they were to-
gether.

The family will receive 
friends from 10-11 a.m. on 
Saturday, July 5, 2025, at 
Stauffer Funeral Home, P.A. 
(Brunswick), 1100 North 
Maple Avenue in Bruns-
wick, MD where a celebra-
tion of Carroll’s life journey 
will take place at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
Brunswick Volunteer Ambu-
lance Company, 200 North 
Potomac Street, Brunswick, 
MD 21716, or the Bruns-
wick Volunteer Fire Compa-
ny website bvfd5.org.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

James V. Harrison
James V. (Jamie) Harri-

son, age 61, of Sykesville, MD 
passed away on Friday June 
27, 2025, after a yearlong bat-
tle with AML. Jamie was born 
Jan. 14, 1964, to Francis E. 
(Johnnie) Harrison Sr and 
Edwina (Dwinnie) Linthi-
cum Harrison.

He leaves behind his very 
best friend & life partner of 
20 yrs, Cris Bailey; brothers 
F. Edward Harrison Jr, Greg-
ory (wife Kelly) Harrison, Jo-
seph (wife Dana) Harrison, 
and one sister Christie Harri-
son, all of Union Bridge, MD; 
nieces Crystal (Derek) Harri-
son, Diana (Bernie) Anthony 
both of WV, Sarah Harrison 
of Frederick, Frances Shep-
ard of Union Bridge, Lyn-
da (Will) Harrison of New 
Windsor, Kelsie Harrison of 
WV, Amber (Brian) Kimmel 
of Keymar, Kaileigh Harrison 
of Abingdon; nephews Ryan 
Harrison of Frederick, Dom-
inic (Sara) of Walkersville, 
Tyler Harrison of San Diego, 
CA, Jacob (Hannah) Harri-
son of WV, and Jonathan Bax-
ley of Union Bridge. He was 
predeceased by his parents 
Francis/Johnnie in 2014 and 
Edwina/Dwinnie in 2015, 
brother John Franklin (aka 
Frankie) Harrison in 1996, 
his sister-in-law Charlene 
(Dolly) Harrison-Gunneaux 
in 2012, and May 1, 2025, by 
his beloved dog, Boner.

Jamie — lovingly referred 
to as Jacka$$ — grew up as 
the second youngest on the 
family farm just outside of 
Libertytown, MD. He grad-
uated from Linganore High 
School in 1982. He was a 
proud member of US Army 
Reserves 558 Signal Co, Fred-
erick, MD for 5 yrs and a loud 
and proud American his en-

tire life. He got his CDL’s and 
started driving big trucks 
right out of high school. He 
was an over-the-road truck-
er for most of his life. The last 
10 years Jamie was the own-
er/operator of JV Harrison 
Backhoe & Septic proud-
ly driving his “Stool Bus” 
with his horn playing the ice 
cream man music as he and 
Cris rode around. Jamie lived 
life loud and politically in-
correct with a huge heart, a 
big smile, always looking for 
just the “right” inappropriate 
comment to make someone 
laugh. He simply loved peo-
ple, especially kids. He will be 
greatly missed by many.

Jamie did not want “a 
bunch of people crying” so 
he is being cremated, and a 
celebration of life will be held 
in the near future.

Those desiring may make 
memorial contributions to 
the John Franklin Harri-
son Scholarship Fund at The 
Community Foundation of 
Frederick County, 312 East 
Church Street, Frederick, 
MD 21701 or online at fred-
erickcountygives.org and go 
to John Franklin Harrison 
Scholarship Fund page.

Online condolences at 
www.Burrier-Queen.com.

Televangelist Jimmy 
Swaggart dies at 90
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Rev. Jimmy Swaggart raises his fist to make a point at 
news conference at the Sports Arena in Los Angeles on 
March 27, 1987.


