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DEATH NOTICES
Joyce C. Wiggin, of Ad-

amstown, died Wednesday, 
Oct. 4. Arrangements are by 
Keeney and Basford Funeral 
Home, Frederick. 

R. Mitchell Wiggin III, 
of Adamstown, died Friday, 
Oct. 6. Arrangements are by 
Keeney and Basford Funeral 
Home, Frederick.

Elizabeth “Betty” Richardson
Elizabeth “Betty” El-

len Anna Richardson, 88, of 
Knoxville, passed away on 
Feb. 8, 2026, at home.

Born on Nov. 1, 1937, 
in Baltimore, she was the 
daughter of the late Fritz Gr-
und and Lily Blake. She was a 
member of Sandy Hook Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

Betty is survived by her 
loving husband of 66 years, 
Norman Richardson, at 
home; one daughter, Karen 
Dunn and husband, Don-
nie; two sons, Robert Rich-
ardson and wife Cheryl, Ted 
Richardson; six grandchil-
dren, Allie Dunn, Franklin 
Dunn and wife, Erica, Dan-
iel Dunn and wife, Alexia, 
Stacie DeHaven and hus-
band, Kyle, Zachary Rich-
ardson and wife, Lynd-
sie, Oona Richardson; 12 
great-grandchildren; nu-
merous nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 

one brother, Robert Fritz Gr-
und; and one grandson, Don-
ald Dunn Jr.

Services will be held on 
Feb. 24, 2026, at 11 a.m., at 
Brownsville Church of the 
Brethren, 1911 Rohrersville 
Road, Knoxville, MD 21758, 
with Pastor Sharon Lowans 
officiating.

The family will receive 
friends from 10:15-11 a.m. for 
visitation.

Condolences may be 
expressed at www.eack-
les-spencerfuneralhome.
com.

Ronald L. Buffington
Ronald (Ron) Lee Buff-

ington, 55, of Brunswick, 
passed away on Jan. 30, 2026.

Born on Dec. 17, 1970, in 
Maryland, he was the son of 
the late Walter Munday and 
Alice (Carter) Munday.

Along with his mother, he 
is survived by his wife, Cath-
erine Gum-Buffington; chil-
dren, Justin, Katelynn, Chase; 
brothers and sisters, John, 
Greg, Kim, Donna, Carol Lee; 
and three grandchildren.

He was preceded in 
death by two brothers, Mark 
and Robert.

The family will receive 
friends on Feb. 22, 2026, from 
1-4 p.m. at the Fraternal Or-

der of Eagles, 401 Central 
Ave, Brunswick, MD 21716. A 
light lunch will be provided.

Dr. Raymond Ediger
Dr. Raymond “Doc” Edi-

ger, devoted husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, veteri-
narian, scientist, cattleman, 
mentor, and community 
servant, passed away peace-
fully on Saturday, Feb. 7, 
2026, at the age of 90. Born 
on Jan. 26, 1936, in Betha-
ny, Oregon, he was the son 
of David and Lucille Cook 
Ediger. He earned his Doc-
tor of Veterinary Medicine 
from Washington State Uni-
versity in 1961. He remained 
a proud alumnus through-
out his life and was hon-
ored with the WSU College 
of Veterinary Medicine 2023 
Alumni Award for Excel-
lence in Practice.

Dr. Ediger’s 64-year ca-
reer in veterinary medicine 
began in the U.S. Army Vet-
erinary Corps, where he 
served at the First U.S. Army 
Medical Laboratory in NYC 
and the Fort Detrick Biolog-
ical Laboratories in Freder-
ick. In 1964, he became di-
rector of the Fort Detrick 
Animal Production Facility. 
During his 15-year tenure, 
he transformed the facility 
into one of the premier an-
imal research centers in the 
U.S., pioneering procedures 
for germ-free laboratory an-
imal colonies. He was rec-
ognized for the first large-
scale production of nude 
athymic mice, which have 
been extremely valuable in 
cancer research. His inno-
vations in caging, automatic 
watering, diet formulation, 
air handling, facility design, 
and attention to animals’ 
psychological well-being 
established a gold standard 
in the field.

A Diplomate of the 
American College of Labo-
ratory Animal Medicine, Dr. 
Ediger authored 33 scien-
tific papers that have been 
published in 30 languages 
worldwide, contributed to 
book chapters in lab animal 
books, and was the invited 
speaker at numerous scien-
tific conferences. His 1974 
Laboratory Animal Science 
paper, which identified Cit-
robacter freundii biotype 
4820 as the cause of colitis 
in mice, established the an-
imal model used to study 
Crohn’s and irritable bowel 
diseases in humans.

In 1976, he established 
the National Institutes of 
Health Animal Facilities 
Diagnostic Laboratory in 
Bethesda. The following 
year, he joined the Maryland 
Department of Agriculture 
as state veterinary epide-
miologist. Under his lead-
ership, Maryland was de-
clared Brucellosis-free. He 
initiated one of the nation’s 
first Johne’s disease eradi-
cation programs, helped de-
velop the Maryland Scrapie 
eradication program, estab-
lished MAPS and standard 
operating procedures for 
animal health inspectors, 
and played a vital role—

working with APHIS—in 
eradicating the first avian 
influenza outbreak in the 
Del-Mar-Va region. In 1998, 
he was named the Maryland 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Most Outstanding Employ-
ee of the Year.

He served on many In-
stitutional Animal Care and 
Use Committees—among 
them USAMRIID (29 years), 
USAMBL, Bionetics, Cam-
brex, BioWittaker, South-
ern Research Institute, and 
Tonix Pharmica—and was 
active in accreditation in-
spections for laboratory fa-
cilities across the Unit-
ed States. He chaired and 
taught many profession-
al, collegiate, and academ-
ic courses, including serv-
ing as clinical instructor for 
the Virginia-Maryland Re-
gional Veterinary School, on 
the Veterinary Technician 
Course at Essex Commu-
nity College, in Laboratory 
Animal Science at the Uni-
formed Services University, 
in AALAS technician cours-
es at USAMRIID, and in the 
U.S. Army laboratory animal 
preceptorship program at 
Fort Detrick.

Beyond his profession-
al accomplishments, Dr. 
Ediger devoted countless 
volunteer hours to youth 
through 4-H and FFA, serv-
ing for decades as a pub-
lic-speaking leader and vet-
erinary-science instructor, 
judge, and workshop lead-
er for projects in dairy, beef, 
swine, horses, goats, sheep, 
rabbits, and poultry. A fa-
miliar, steady presence at 
fairs, weigh-ins, field days, 
and livestock shows, he 
taught proper animal care, 
championed excellence in 
agriculture, coached stu-
dents to district, state, and 
national public speaking 
victories, and mentored 
generations of young peo-
ple- many of whom went 
on to become veterinarians 
and agricultural leaders. For 
his service, he was induct-
ed into 4-H All-Stars and 
the Frederick County Camp 
Center Hall of Fame and re-
ceived numerous honors, 
including Friend of 4-H, the 
4-H Angel, and Friend of the 
FFA awards- testimony to 
a lifelong commitment to 
strengthening agricultural 
communities.

In 1982, he received the 
Maryland Governor’s Cita-
tion for Bravery, the state’s 
highest civilian honor, for 
risking his life to save a man 
being gored by a bull—
an act reflecting the cour-
age and selflessness that 
defined him. Among his 
many professional recog-
nitions, his most cherished 
was the Presidential Life-
time Achievement Award 
presented by the Maryland 
Veterinary Medical Associ-
ation in 2012. In 1999, the 
Western Maryland Veteri-
nary Medical Association 

established the Dr. Ray-
mond Ediger Excellence in 
Agriculture Award, present-
ed annually to a deserving 
high school student.

In 1966, Dr. Ediger met 
the love of his life, Louise 
Stull Ediger, and they were 
married for 48 wonderful 
years. They shared a lifetime 
of commitment to volunteer 
service. Together, they were 
honored by Maryland’s 
Governor as the 2006 re-
cipients of Maryland’s Most 
Beautiful People Award, 
and, in 2007, they were the 
first Marylanders to receive 
the prestigious national Ex-
tension ESP Award, the 
highest honor bestowed 
by the Extension Service 
for volunteer service in the 
nation. They lived in Uti-
ca, Maryland, and owned 
and operated Green Spring 
Farm near Thurmont, where 
for more than 50 years, Dr. 
Ediger raised purebred 
Shorthorn beef cattle. A life-
long cattleman, he served 
in leadership roles with the 
Maryland Cattlemen’s As-
sociation, the Pennsylva-
nia Shorthorn Association, 
the Maryland Beef Coun-
cil, the All Breed Cattle Sale 
and Jackpot Show to sup-
ply high-quality 4-H proj-
ects. For his service, he 
received the Maryland Cat-
tlemen’s Top Hand Award 
(2006), was named a Build-
er of the Breed by the Amer-
ican Shorthorn Association 
(2011), and received its Life-
time Achievement Award 
(2021). In 2017, he and his 
family were recognized as 
the Maryland Century Farm 
Family of the Year. He al-
ways kept a large menagerie 
of animals on the farm, in-
cluding cattle, goats, hors-
es, donkeys, chickens, pea-
cocks, and more, which 
brought him great joy.

He was actively involved 
in civic and community or-
ganizations, including the 
Farm Bureau, the Freder-
ick County Soil Conserva-
tion District, the Frederick 
Kiwanis Club, the Frederick 
County Humane Society, 
Ruritan, and the Grange. 
A faithful member of St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Utica, he served 
as Council President and 
Sunday School teacher, liv-
ing out his faith through ser-
vice.

Dr. Ediger’s life was de-
fined not only by profes-
sional excellence but by in-
tegrity, steady leadership, 

humility, and an unwaver-
ing commitment to help-
ing others. He generous-
ly shared his time, talents, 
medical expertise, and un-
forgettable stories. A gift-
ed storyteller, he authored 
“Living, Loving, and Laugh-
ing with Animals: The Ad-
ventures of a Country Veter-
inarian” and, most recently, 
completed a second book, 
to be published later this 
year and illustrated with 
his watercolor paintings. 
He was also a prolific mas-
ter gardener, and his gar-
den in Utica delighted vis-
itors. He discovered the 
Monocacy hop on Green 
Spring Farm—a genetically 
distinct and locally adapt-
ed hop that is boosting the 
state’s craft brewing indus-
try. Doc had a zest for life, 
loved music and traveling, 
and shared many adven-
tures around the world with 
his daughter.

His legacy reflects a life 
well-lived, leaving an ex-
traordinary mark on vet-
erinary medicine, the sci-
entific advancements he 
pioneered, the agricultur-
al community he strength-
ened, the lives he profound-
ly touched, and the family 
he loved dearly. He was pre-
deceased by his wife, Louise 
Stull Ediger; he is survived 
by his daughter, Lynnelle 
Ediger and husband Alex-
ander Kordzaia; grandson, 
Lexo Kordzaia; sister, Do-
lores McMurtry; and niec-
es and nephews, Sue Bour-
dage, Kim Cornilles, Aaron 
McMurtry, and Alan Mc-
Murtry. The family wishes to 
thank the incredible medi-
cal team at Johns Hopkins, 
Frederick Health Hospice, 
Kline House, Catherine 
Marcoux, and many friends 
for their exceptional care, 
compassion, and kindness.

A celebration of life will 
be held on Saturday, March 
7, 2026, at 1 p.m., with Pastor 
Dahl Drenning officiating, 
at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, Utica, 10621 
Old Frederick Road, Thur-
mont, MD 21788. The fam-
ily will welcome friends at 
St. Paul’s on Friday, March 
6, from 5-7 p.m., and on Sat-
urday, March 7, beginning 
at 11:00 AM until the start of 
the service. A reception will 
follow the service, providing 
an opportunity for fellow-
ship and the sharing of sto-
ries—something Doc would 
have truly cherished.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a tax-deduct-
ible contribution to Green-
Spring Foundation, which 
has established the Dr. Ray-
mond Ediger Scholarship 
Fund. Contributions can be 
sent to GreenSpring Foun-
dation, 10521 Old Frederick 
Road, Frederick, MD 21701, 
or made online at https://
greenspringmusic.network-
forgood.com.

By AP

PITTSBURGH — Elroy 
Face, an All-Star reliever for 
the Pittsburgh Pirates who 
saved three games in the 
1960 World Series to help 
them upset the New York 
Yankees, has died. He was 
97.

In a news release Thurs-
day, the Pirates announced 
they confirmed Face’s 
death. Team historian Jim 
Trdinich said the club was 
contacted by Face’s son, El-
roy Jr., and informed the for-
mer pitcher died earlier in 
the day at an independent 
senior living facility outside 
Pittsburgh in North Ver-
sailles, Pennsylvania.

“It is with heavy hearts 
and deep sadness that we 
mourn the passing of Pi-
rates Hall of Famer Elroy 
Face, a beloved member 
of the Pirates family,” team 
chairman Bob Nutting said 
in a statement.

“Elroy was a pioneer of 
the modern relief pitcher — 
the ‘Baron of the Bullpen’ — 
and he played a critical role 
in our 1960 World Series 
championship.”

Selected to six All-Star 
teams, Face went 104-95 
with a 3.48 ERA in 16 major 
league seasons with Pitts-
burgh (1953-68), Detroit 
(1968) and Montreal (1969). 

He pitched in 848 games, 
starting only 27, and com-
piled 191 career saves — al-
though saves didn’t become 
an official statistic until 1969.

The 5-foot-8 right-hander 
holds the National League 
record for wins in relief with 
96 and the major league 
mark for relief wins in one 
season after going 18-1 with 
a 2.70 ERA in 1959.

He topped the National 
League with 68 appearanc-
es and 61 games finished 
in 1960, when the under-
dog Pirates stunned Mick-
ey Mantle, Yogi Berra and 
the mighty Yankees on Bill 
Mazeroski’s famous home 
run that won Game 7 of the 
World Series at Forbes Field 
in Pittsburgh.

Inducted into the Pi-

rates Hall of Fame in 2023, 
he is the club’s career lead-
er in appearances with 802. 
And the team noted that 
if saves had been an offi-
cial stat before 1969, he also 
would hold that franchise 
record with 188.

Face is survived by his 
three children, Michelle, Val-
erie and Elroy Jr.; and his sister 
Jacqueline, the Pirates said.

Elroy Face, reliever who saved 3 games 
for the Pirates in the 1960 World Series
All-Star pitcher, who helped Bucs upset Mantle and the Yankees, was 97

AP file

Pittsburgh Pirates relief pitcher Roy Face follows through after serving up a pitch against the 
New York Yankees in Game 5 of the World Series on Oct. 10, 1960, at Yankee Stadium.

By KIM CHANDLER
Associated Press

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — When Patrick Marsh returned 
to the Bubble Inn cabin at Camp Mystic, he sat in the cor-
ner where his 8-year-old daughter Sarah’s bunk had been. 
The view out the window landed like a gut punch.

Safety from the rising floodwaters that took her life 
would have been just a short walk away, he said. It ce-
mented his belief that the tragedy was “100% preventable.”

“From where Sarah slept to high ground where she 
would have been safe — 50 yards. All they had to do was 
walk up a hill,” Patrick Marsh said in an interview.

Sarah Marsh of Birmingham, Alabama, was one of 
27 Camp Mystic campers and counselors swept to their 
deaths when floodwaters engulfed cabins at the Texas 
camp on July 4, 2025. Grieving parents pushed Texas law-
makers to approve new safety requirements for camps, in-
cluding mandating detailed emergency plans and emer-
gency warning systems. Sarah’s parents are now urging 
lawmakers in Alabama and elsewhere to tighten regula-
tions. Similar bills have also been filed in Missouri.

“As we learned more and more about what happened 
at Mystic, the more we realized there were a lot of things 
that went wrong,” Patrick Marsh said.

The Alabama bill, named the Sarah Marsh Heaven’s 27 
Camp Safety Act, would require camps to meet safety stan-
dards, including obtaining an emergency preparedness li-
cense from the Alabama Emergency Management Agency 
and establishing emergency and evacuation plans. It also 
would prohibit cabins from being located in flood plains. 
Camps would be required to have weather radios and a 
notification system that does not rely on cellular or inter-
net service, which could fail in a natural disaster.

“The flood itself was an act of God, and there’s nothing 
you can do to stop the flood. But how you prepare for the 
possibility of flooding, how you handle it in the moment, 
those things were handled so poorly,” Patrick Marsh said.

Had they been done properly, he believes, “Sarah 
would be sitting in school right now.”

As they examined camp regulations, the Marshes said 
they were shocked by how little oversight exists com-
pared to schools and other institutions responsible for 
children’s safety.

“It was a big surprise, both in Texas and here, to see 
how little is required and is just self-regulated,” Sarah’s 
mother, Dr. Jill Marsh, said.

The younger of two siblings, Sarah was exuberant, 
with an infectious mix of sass and sweetness, her parents 
said.

“She was just excited about everything,” Jill Marsh 
said. “She was always wrangling kids to play, to do gym-
nastics, to try something new. She was good at seeing 
people that were maybe left out or sad and would try to 
encourage them.”

Camp Mystic 
parents seek 
stronger regs  
in other states
8 -year-old Sarah Marsh was short distance 
from safety when floodwaters took her life 
and the lives of 26 others in Texas last July


