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Douglas Heffner Jr
Douglas Heffner Jr.,77, 

of Brunswick, Maryland, 
passed away peacefully on 
Dec. 30, 2025, at the home 
he shared with his wife in 
Sarasota, FL, surrounded by 
his family. Born on Nov. 6, 
1948, Douglas, affectionately 
known as Doug, was a loving 
father, husband, and friend.

Doug was a member of 
the first graduating class 
from the current Brunswick 
High School building in 1966. 
Afterwards, he served hon-
orably in the United States 
Army from 1967 to 1973. Fol-
lowing his military service, he 
spent 30 years as a butcher at 
Pantry Pride and Shoppers 
Food Warehouse, where he 
is remembered for bringing 
laughter and fun to the meat 
room.

Doug was a man of many 
interests, including a pas-
sion for trains, Smoketown 
history, and classic automo-
biles. These hobbies reflected 
his love for intricate details 
and history, often leading to 
conversations filled with his 
long-winded words of wis-
dom and humor.

He leaves behind his 
spouse of 42 years, Mary Hef-
fner, and daughters Andrea 
Murray (Jeff) of Harpers Fer-
ry, WV, Cory Sparkes (John) 
of Apollo Beach, FL, Casey 
Heffner of Sarasota, FL, and 
Kalli Norris (Jeff) of Apollo 

Beach, FL. Doug was a proud 
grandfather to Jadyn, Eliz-
abeth, Caroline, Jameson, 
Jackson, and Evelynn. He will 
be greatly missed by his sister, 
Donna Faye (Peek) Marino, 
nephews Dante and Angelo 
Marino as well as his lifelong 
friend, Drew Orye. Doug was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents Douglas Heffner Sr. and 
Elizabeth Williams Heffner, 
as well as friends Terry Bank-
ert and Larry Paxton.

A celebration of life in his 
hometown of Brunswick, 
Maryland, is planned for 
April 11, 2026 at 3 p.m. at the 
Petersville Farmers Woods 
Ruritan at 3816 Petersville 
Rd. Knoxville, MD 21758. He 
will be laid to rest in the Sara-
sota National Veterans Cem-
etery. Doug’s life was a testa-
ment to a loving God, family, 
hard work  and friendship. 
He will be deeply missed by 
all who love him.

Alana Moxley Martin
Ms. Alana (Moxley) Mar-

tin, 68, of Frederick, MD, 
passed away on Sunday, Jan. 
25, 2026, after a battle with 
cancer.

Born on March 22, 1957, 
at Montgomery General Hos-
pital, she was the daughter 
of the late Harry “Bunny” A. 
Moxley and the late Marie A. 
(Briggs) Kisner.

Alana was a graduate 
of Damascus High School, 
Class of 1975. She enjoyed 
crafting, spending time with 
her grandchildren, and her 
cat, Sophie. For many years, 
she worked at Inwood Greet-
ing Cards in Columbia, MD. 
She also worked and volun-
teered as an EMT earlier in 
her life.

She is survived by her five 
children: Justin Moxley (Ta-
batha) of Stephens City, VA; 
Amber Barrett of New Mar-
ket, MD; Jamie Barrett (An-
drew) of Sabillasville, MD; 
Jordan Barrett of Frederick, 
MD; and Christian Schickler 
of Frederick, MD. She is also 
survived by six grandsons: 
Kane McGarvey, RJ Moxley, 
Brandon Sanford, Van Mox-
ley, Jaxen Rhone, and Owen 
Balderson.

She is further survived 
by four siblings: Tina Veith 
(Tony) of Mount Airy, MD; 
Mark Moxley (Lorraine) 
of Mount Airy, MD; Jeffrey 
“Jay” Moxley (Mischell) of 

Hagerstown, MD; and Doug-
las “Doug” Moxley (Lori) of 
Hagerstown, MD; along with 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Frank 
T. Martin III, in 2011. In addi-
tion to her parents and hus-
band, she was preceded in 
death by her maternal grand-
parents, Mary and Ralph 
Briggs; her paternal grand-
parents, Robert and Edna 
Moxley; her brother, David 
Moxley; her stepfather, Fran-
cis “Sonny” Kisner; her step-
mother, Hazel Moxley; and 
her beloved pets.

A celebration of life will 
take place in June 2026.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in her 
memory to Tip Me Frederick 
(tipmefrederick.org), a local 
nonprofit supporting com-
munity and stray cats.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By KIMBERLEE KRUESI 
Associated Press

Virginia Oliver, one of the 
oldest lobster fishers in the 
world who trapped crustaceans 
in Maine for nearly a century, 
has died. She was 105.

Born in Rockland, Maine, 
Oliver started trapping lob-
sters at age 8 alongside her fa-
ther and older brother at a time 
when few women worked on 
the water in the male-domi-
nated industry. She fell in love 
with the business and went on 
to become known as the “lob-
ster lady” as she faithfully tend-
ed traps for decades

“I like doing it, I like being 
along the water,” she told The 
Associated Press in 2021. “And 
so I’m going to keep on doing it 

just as long as I can.”
Oliver died Wednesday, ac-

cording to a family obituary 
published Monday.

“Her life has been celebrat-
ed in books, articles, and across 
social media platforms world-
wide,” the obituary states. “Yet 
despite her renown, she re-
mained quiet and humble, 
greeting everyone with a quick, 
radiant smile and eyes that lit-
erally twinkled.”

As she worked on the water 
over the years, Oliver watched 
the lobster industry drastical-
ly evolve, from a working-class 
food to a pricey delicacy. Lob-
sters fetched 28 cents a pound 
on the docks when she first 
started trapping them. To-
day, it’s 22 times that at $6.14 a 
pound.

Yet many of the aspects of 
the job remained the same. 
She had to get up in the ear-
ly morning hours — long be-
fore dawn — and use small fish 
called menhaden, or pogies, to 
lure lobsters from a boat once 
owned by her late husband, the 
“Virginia.”

“Virginia was more than a lo-
cal icon; she was a living piece 
of Maine’s maritime history,” 
the Maine Lobster Festival said 
in a statement honoring Oliver, 
where she once served as grand 
marshal of the festival’s parade.

Maine Gov. Janet Mills, who 
once presented Oliver with a 
special state recognition for her 
birthday, posted on social me-
dia that the lobster lady’s life 
inspired “the next century of 
hardworking Maine fishermen.”

Notice to our readers
Obituaries are paid announcements.
The Frederick News-Post is not responsible for content.
All obituaries must be verified by the funeral home or the legal in-

stititution of record prior to placement.
All obituaries should be submitted to us through Memoriams.com. 

The deadline for submitting and changes is 3 p.m. If you are submit-
ting from a funeral home, please go to memoriams.com. If you are a 
private party individual, please use this link: https://    legacy.memori-
ams.com/network/FrederickNews-Post/Obituaries. You can also find 
this link on our website under obituaries.

A simple death notice can be published at no charge. Information 
included will be name, where the decedent resided, date of death, and 
funeral home of record. For a simple death notice, please email obitu-
aries@newspost.com

For questions, please contact the obituaries desk Monday-Friday 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at 301-662-1162.

The Frederick News-Post reserves the right to make any grammat-
ical changes as necessary.

Virginia Oliver, who worked decades in the lobster industry, dies at 105

Associated Press file photo

Virginia Oliver, 101, works as a sternman, measuring and banding lobsters on 
the boat of her son, Max Oliver, on Aug. 31, 2021, off Rockland, Maine.

By KYLE MELNICK
The Washington Post

Jiri Kluc volunteered to 
help a group of Holocaust 
survivors living near his home 
in the Czech Republic when 
he was just 16 years old.

As he helped them buy 
groceries and clean their 
homes, a few showed him the 
prisoner number tattoos they 
received at the Auschwitz 
death camps. They recount-
ed the days when Nazis killed 
their family members, know-
ing they could be next at any 
moment.

It wasn’t until a few years 
later — when some of those 
survivors died around 2018 
— that Kluc recognized how 
precious their stories were.

“I realized that these peo-
ple will be gone,” Kluc, 29, told 
The Washington Post, “and if 
their stories will not be pre-
served, we might forget.”

So Kluc, who now runs 
a tour-guide company in 
Prague, began devoting his 
free time to what is essential-
ly a race against the clock: 
Finding and interviewing Ho-
locaust survivors across the 
world.

Kluc said he has record-
ed about 700 testimonies 
from Holocaust survivors and 
World War II veterans. He 
sometimes posts small biog-
raphies about his interview-
ees on social media, but he 
eventually wants to preserve 
all of the interviews and docu-
ments he has collected in one 
place, and make them avail-
able online, in museums and 
in books.

For now, he said he feels 
an urgent need to interview 
as many Holocaust survi-
vors as possible before they’re 
gone. He has spent thousands 
of hours — and dipped in his 
pocket to spend thousands of 
dollars — to do this.

“I take it as a duty, and a lot 
of Holocaust survivors take it 
as a duty, to tell their stories,” 
Kluc said.

Kluc began by tracking 
down the remaining Holo-
caust survivors in the Czech 
Republic. He asked every-
one he interacted with if 
they knew survivors, and 
sometimes, Kluc drove be-
tween nursing homes in 
search of people who lived 
through World War II. Af-
ter he said he interviewed 
dozens of survivors, he in-
terviewed survivors of the 
Theresienstadt ghetto — 
known in Czech as Terez-

in — who moved across the 
globe.

In 2018, Kluc planned a 
vacation to the Miami area. 
Before leaving, he learned 
Ernest Simon, a Holocaust 
survivor from Karlovy Vary, 
Czechoslovakia, lived in 
South Florida. Before Kluc left 
for Miami, he asked Karlovy 
Vary’s mayor to write a thank-
you letter, which Kluc hand 
delivered to Simon as a sur-
prise while interviewing him 
on the trip.

Kluc said since that trip, 
he saves his money to travel 
across Europe, North Amer-
ica and Australia for inter-
views. He also raises money 
through online fundraisers. 
Kluc, who speaks Czech, Slo-
vak, English and Russian, said 
interviewing survivors for 
hours in-person is important 
to developing relationships 
and trust.

He began by recording 
survivors with a voice re-
corder before upgrading to 
his phone, and now he uses a 
Sony video camera.

Kluc decided around 2022 
that he would not let distance 
or travel get in the way of 
reaching survivors.

“There’s not that many 
survivors left that I can be 
picky,” Kluc said.

About 6 million Jews were 
killed in the Holocaust. The 
Conference on Jewish Mate-
rial Claims Against Germa-
ny, a nonprofit that secures 
compensation from the Ger-
man and Austrian govern-
ments for Holocaust survi-
vors, said in reports last year 
that about 220,800 Holocaust 
survivors were still alive but 
70 percent of those survivors 

would be gone by 2035.
A handful of organiza-

tions record and collect testi-
monies from Holocaust sur-
vivors, including the USC 
Shoah Foundation. Susan 
Popler, director of the collec-
tions program for the founda-
tion, said the group is grateful 
for people who conduct their 
own interviews with survi-
vors, as those conversations 
often reveal new details and 
anecdotes.

“People that do it are peo-
ple who really care about the 
survivors and history and the 
cause,” Popler said.

Some survivors, like Ro-
salie Simon, say they want to 
share their experiences with 
as many people as possible. 
Simon, who is not related to 
Ernest Simon, who Kluc in-
terviewed in Florida, spoke 
with Kluc last summer in New 
York.

Rosalie Simon, who is from 
Czechoslovakia, said she was 
12 years old when she was tak-
en to Auschwitz, where she 
saw her mother, Regina, and 
teenage brother, William, for 
the last time shortly after ar-
riving. Simon survived, she 
recalled, only because a red-
haired woman discreetly took 
Simon’s place in a group des-
tined for a gas chamber be-
cause the woman decided to 
die alongside her daughter.

“It is difficult for me to 
speak about the past,” said Si-
mon, 94. “The memories are 
still very painful, but I feel it is 
my obligation to carry on the 
message of the Holocaust.”

Kluc hopes to be among 
those carrying on Simon’s 
message and testimonies 
of other survivors for de-

cades to come.
Near the beginning of 

2025, Kluc said he was inter-
viewing survivors and veter-
ans in Melbourne, Australia, 
when he met Annetta Able’s 
family, who told Kluc that 
Able was hesitant to discuss 
her time being experimented 
on at Auschwitz by Nazi doc-
tor Josef Mengele. But Kluc 
said he was both honored and 
horrified when Able told him 
about the forced blood trans-
fusions and injections she 
and her twin sister, Stephanie, 
endured.

While visiting Los Ange-
les in November, Kluc said 
Renée Firestone, who’s from 
Czechoslovakia and survived 
Auschwitz, opened up to him 
partly because she had not 
had a conversion in Czech in 
years.

Because of his financial 
constraints and the knowl-
edge that survivors might 
die before his next visit, Kluc 
said he often conducts two 
to three interviews per day 
on his trips. Sometimes, that 
takes a toll on him.

In the Miami area in 
April, Kluc interviewed Da-
vid Schaecter, who told Kluc 
that 104 of his relatives died 
in the Holocaust. The dread 
of that story — and the weight 
of completing multiple inter-
views — resulted in Kluc go-
ing to the hospital with a skin 
infection he said was trig-
gered by stress.

While the conversations 
can be difficult, Kluc said he 
tries to find hope by asking 
survivors about their lives 
after the war. Hearing how 
they moved to new plac-
es, invested money, started 
families, learned new lan-
guages and found jobs is in-
spiring, Kluc said.

Kluc wants to cast his net 
wider and interview at least 
1,000 Holocaust survivors 
and World War II veterans. 
He hopes to make the inter-
views available to the public 
— a project he said he plans 
to work on for the rest of his 
life.

Building relationships 
with survivors who often 
have just months to live is 
emotionally challenging, 
Kluc said. But he’s hope-
ful his work will keep their 
memories alive.

“They will be with us in 
the future,” Kluc said, “just 
not in person, but through 
the testimony they left for 
us.”

Man, 29, races to preserve 
Holocaust survivors’ voices

Jiri Kluc, left, and Holocaust survivor Rosalie Simon in New 
York in Aug. 2025.
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Jiri Kluc, center, with Holocaust survivor Dita Kraus, left, and World War II veteran Harry Humason.


