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By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

Before Brady Tanner’s 
final pitch of the night, 
Brunswick Railroaders Lit-
tle League center fielder 
Coop Daugherty repeatedly 
muttered to himself, “Please 
hit it to me.”

Like the rest of his Na-
tionals teammates, Daugh-
erty wanted to secure the fi-
nal out and send his squad 
to another Dave Fogle Me-
morial Tournament cham-
pionship. But Daugherty, 
who had already thrown 
out two runners from the 
outfield, needed one more 

highlight-reel effort to keep 
his morale high.

“I always have to end 
on a good play,” Daugherty 
said.

He got his wish.
Daugherty charged on a 

sinking line drive and laid 
out headfirst, snagging the 
ball just before it settled 

Are Golden Knights the best 
NHL expansion franchise ever?
B3

By DANIELLE ALLENTUCK
The Washington Post

After the Washington Nationals 
wrapped up their best month in near-
ly three years Sunday, manager Blake 
Butera leaned back in his chair and 
thought about the 
things the team still 
needs to work on.

There’s defense — 
that one’s obvious. The 
Nationals have made 
more errors than any-
one else in baseball. 
But second on his 
list? Bunting. He wants his team, which 
is leading MLB in runs, to be confident in 
squaring up if the situation calls for it.

“I look at bunting the same way as 
CPR,” Butera said. “You don’t really want 
to do it, but when you do need to do it, 
you need to be really good at it.”

It’s something the Nationals have im-
proved upon already under this new ad-
ministration. They have 10 sacrifice bunts 

through the first 63 games, compared 
with 18 for all of last season. They also 
have four bunt hits, on track to beat the 
nine they pulled off in 2025.

The Nats’ focus on a seemingly lost art 
matches a trend taking place across the 
sport. Bunting, generally considered an 
old-school tactic, has been on the decline 

Building on an annu-
al tradition, Kevin Kendro, 
the supervisor of athletics 
and extracurricular activ-
ities for Frederick Coun-
ty Public Schools, stops 
by The Final Score pod-
cast to deliver what’s been 
dubbed The State of FCPS 
Athletics Address.

Kendro and host Greg 
Swatek review the school 
year it was for Frederick 
County sports as 10 teams 
and more than 30 individ-
uals won state champion-
ships over the course of the 
fall, winter and spring sea-
sons.

They also talk about big 
achievements away from 
the field as Carroll Coun-
ty Public Schools is set to 
join the Central Maryland 
Conference for the 2027-
28 school year and girls 
flag football became an of-
ficially sanctioned varsi-
ty sport by the Maryland 

Public Secondary Schools 
Athletic Association after 
starting in Frederick Coun-

ty in 2023.
What other big proj-

ects might be in the works 
for FCPS in regards to ath-
letics? How do people feel 
about the CMC champion-
ship games? What’s on the 
summer agenda leading 
into the start of fall sports 
practice in August? Kend-
ro answers those questions 
as well.

Prior to that conversa-
tion, FNP sports report-
er Alexander Dacy is back 
from his week of vacation. 
He and Greg wrap up the 
spring sports season for 
Frederick County schools 
and touch on all of the 
state championships. They 
also discuss the surprising 
success so far of the Wash-
ington Nationals.

The podcast is available 
at http://www.fnppod-
casts.com and via Apple 
Podcasts and other pod-
cast apps.
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Sports

UP NEXT
 What: Nationals 

at Giants 
 When: 9:45 

p.m. 
 TV: Nationals TV

UP NEXT
 What: Mariners at Orioles 
 When: 6:30 p.m.    TV: MASN

LITTLE LEAGUE

The Final Score podcast: Kevin Kendro, FCPS Supervisor 
 of Athletics, recaps the school year in sports

 Scan the code with 
your device to listen to 
the podcast.

Nationals’ high-powered offense 
is focused on … bunting?

Associated Press file photo

The Nationals’ Jacob Young lays down a 
bunt in April against the Cardinals.

By JOSHUA R. SMITH
jsmith@newspost.com

Jessie Graff, the Urbana High grad 
and legendary “American Ninja War-
rior” competitor, continues turning 
heads as an obstacle-course maven 
at the age of 42.

With Season 18 of the long-run-
ning NBC show kicking off Monday 
night, the network’s marketing team 
again leaned on Graff to help spread 
the word about its debut episode.

The full video of Graff’s qualify-
ing run was released on social me-
dia channels Saturday along with the 
line, “[Jessie Graff ] is raising the bar 
this season!”

The Hollywood stuntwoman suc-
cessfully completes her jaunt through 
the six obstacles to reach the buzzer 
— something she’s done eight times 
in her groundbreaking career. And 
she did it all while strapped in blue 
wedge heels.

Graff 
completes 
‘ANW’ run 
in heels
Urbana grad continues 
turning heads on NBC’s 
obstacle-course show

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

The Brunswick Nationals’ Reed Putnam follows his hit against Montgomery County’s Red Sox during the Dave Fogle Memorial Tournament 
on Monday at Staley Field in Frederick.

SNATCHING ANOTHER

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

The Brunswick Nationals’ Brenden McGann delivers a pitch to a 
Montgomery County Red Sox batter during the Dave Fogle Memorial 
Tournament on Monday at Staley Field in Frederick.

NBC courtesy photo

Jessie Graff competes in regional 
qualifying for Season 18 of “American 
Ninja Warrior.”

By PATRICK STEVENS
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Josh Naylor hit 
a grand slam during a five-run fifth 
inning and the Seattle Mariners 
beat the Baltimore Orioles 6-3 on 
Monday night.

Randy Arozarena had three hits 
for the AL West-leading Mariners, 
who have won 10 of their last 13 
games.

Baltimore, which was 1-for-9 
with runners in scoring position, 
has lost three in a row for the first 
time since getting swept May 18-20 
at Tampa Bay.

The Mariners tied it at 1 in the 
fifth on Ryan Bliss’ one-out sacrifice 
fly. Cole Young’s single ended Balti-
more rookie Trey Gibson’s outing, 
and reliever Anthony Nunez walked 
Julio Rodríguez to load the bases. 
Naylor then lofted a fly just over the 

wall in right for his seventh homer 
of the season.

The Orioles closed within 5-2 
in the seventh when reliever Matt 
Brash’s wild pitch reached the back-
stop and allowed Coby Mayo to 
score. Brash nearly walked Pete 
Alonso to force in another run two 

batters later, but Seattle challenged 
and Alonso was out on a called third 
strike. Colton Cowser grounded out 
to leave the bases loaded.

Baltimore also had a run re-
moved following a review in the 
eighth a batter after Blaze Alexan-
der’s RBI single made it 6-3. Pinch 
hitter Samuel Basallo made the sec-
ond out on an apparent sacrifice fly 
to center, but video review found 
that Rodríguez threw out Alexander 

at second before a tagging Jackson 
Holliday scored.

Emerson Hancock (5-2) allowed 
a run in five innings and struck out 
three.

Andrés Muñoz worked a score-
less ninth for his 10th save.

Gibson (1-1), who was recalled 
earlier in the day from Triple-A Nor-
folk to replace the injured Chris 
Bassitt on the roster, yielded three 
runs in 4 2-3 innings.

ON THE WEB
 View a photo gallery:  

fredericknewspost.
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(See NATIONALS B2)
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Naylor’s grand slam powers Mariners past O’s

Daugherty’s diving grab seals 
second straight Fogle Memorial 
title for Brunswick Nationals

(See SNATCHING B2)


