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Brunswick’s mayor and
City Council on Tuesday
unanimously  approved
a Planned Unit Develop-
ment (PUD) overlay on
previously annexed land.

The PUD overlay is a
specific zoning district that
allows for flexible site plan-
ning and development.

The land will be used for
an age-restricted develop-
ment called Vista Pointe.

Residents of Brunswick
and Knoxville on April 22
expressed their concerns
to the mayor and City
Council about the devel-
opment, specifically about
potentially removing an
area of forest land.

Pleasants Develop-
ment, the developer, has
been allowed to clear 57
acres of forest on the prop-
erty for the 660 age-re-
stricted units it plans to
build. Residents are con-
cerned that clearing the
forest will create more
flooding in the area.

At the meeting on Tues-
day, Brunswick resident
Neil Gormley said the for-
est is “ecologically and hy-
drologically better than a
landscaped open space.”

‘A forest ecosystem
supports more plant and
animal life,” he said. “It’s a
richer, more resilient eco-
logical system.”

Gormley added that the
forest is “much better” at
retaining water and reduc-
ing flooding than a grazed
pasture would be.

Dan Fryer, the region-
al vice president for Pleas-
ants Development, said on
Tuesday that the engineer-
ing study that is looking at
runoff and flooding, which
the company is current-
ly working on, will be re-
leased to the public.

He said the report will
show the existing condi-
tions for flooding and what
the development company
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The Brunswick mayor and City Council on Tuesday discuss the Vista Pointe Planned Unit Development overlay.
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The Brunswick mayor and City Council on Tuesday unanimously approved a Planned Unit
Development (PUD) overlay for the already annexed land intended for an age-restricted
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plans to do to address it.
Fryer said the civil engi-
neering firm Macris, Hen-
dricks & Glascock (MHG)
is performing the study.
An annexation agree-
ment for the land included
a list of proffers that prom-
ised stormwater infra-
structure improvements,
such as cleaning the 21-
inch culvert north and
south of Brunswick Street,
before the project starts.
Council Member Andy
St. John said at the meeting
that he received numerous
emails from the commu-
nity that mention how the
annexation of the property
was “alack of due diligence
and mismanagement on
the part of the city.”
“I, frankly, take excep-
tion to that, he said. “The
city and the staff has been

working very hard on this
for a very long time to
make sure that all the i's
are dotted and the t's are
crossed, and that we have
followed the law.”

Council Member John
Caves agreed with St. John,
and added that the process
has not been approached
“flippantly.”

“We read the emails. We
listen to the comments,” he
said. “It’s ultimately a judg-
ment call”

After the unanimous
vote to approve the PUD
overlay, Mayor Nathan
Brown said he did not want
to influence any coun-
cil members’ votes, but he
agreed with St. John.

“Really, these annexa-
tions ... are not fresh off the
press, brand-new, clean-
slate annexations,” he said.
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The land for the Vis-
ta Pointe development is
made up of three previ-
ously annexed properties:
the Daugherty, Ferris and
Brylawski properties.

The Daugherty prop-
erty was annexed into the
city in 1992 and is approx-
imately 113 acres. The Fer-
ris and Brylawski prop-
erties were adopted into
Brunswick on Feb. 25 of
this year, and are approx-
imately 57 acres and 15
acres, respectively.

“We had to really look
at them in a way that was
.. in the best interest of
the city,” Brown said. “It
allowed us to have prof-
fers where normally we
wouldn’t because we in-
troduced new annexa-
tions to already annexed
land, which was good.”
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